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Senior          Squadron          
Squadron         Class             Overall        Track Select

37th (13-12) 2.71 days      2.21 days        Jan. 16

41st (13-11)  3.44 days      3.32 days         Dec. 11

Senior         Squadron    
Squadron           Class            Overall        Graduation
48th (13-03)      1.17 days   1.62 days       Dec. 14
50th (13-03)      2.15 days      -0.30 days       Dec. 14

PH A S E II PH A S E III
Aircraft Required Flown Annual 
T-6 1,152 1,007 3,419
T-1 401 393 1,458
T-38 448 505 1,830
IFF 328 142 578

IFF
Senior       Squadron    

Squadron        Class         Overall      Graduation
49th (13-CB) 1.02 days     2.75 days         Dec. 19

Weather

News Briefs

Feature 8
SUPT Class 13-02

graduates today at 10
a.m. at the Kaye
Auditorium.

Inside

Thanksgiving Holiday
Columbus Air Force Base will be celebrating the

Thanksgiving holiday on Thursday, Nov. 22. and
Friday, Nov. 23 will be an AETC family day. Most base
offices will be closed Nov. 22-23. For a full listing of
base services hours on these days see page 4.

Enlisted Promotions
The next Columbus AFB Enlisted Promotions will

take place Nov. 29 at 4 p.m. at the Columbus Club.

Class 13-03 Assignment Night
The Specialized Undergraduate Pilot Training

Class 13-03 Assignment Night will be held Nov. 30 at
5 p.m. in the Columbus Club.

Airman 1st Class Charles Dickens
14th Flying Training Wing

Public Affairs

Columbus Air Force Base and the local
community came together the morning of
Nov. 10 to honor military veterans during
the 2012 Lowndes County Veterans Day
Parade and Ceremony.

The parade began at the Police
Complex on Main Street in downtown
Columbus and ended at the Lowndes
County Courthouse, where the ceremony
began.  Col. Jim Sears, 14th Flying
Training Wing Commander was the guest
speaker for this ceremony.

“We gather here today to honor those
men and women who have worn our
nation’s uniform,” said Sears.  “More
importantly, we join to thank them for
their service and devotion to duty.”

Sears said that since 1776 there have
been approximately 48 million men and
women who have worn an American uni-
form.  All of those service members have
had one thing in common during their
time in service: “Whether they served
during time of war or peace, our service
members all share a common bond: their
unwavering belief in the cause of freedom;

Columbus
AFB and
community
honor 
veterans

See VETERANS, Page 2
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The graduation speaker is Maj. Gen. Samuel Cox, Director, Strategy, Policy, Programs, and Logistics, U.S. Transportation Command, Scott Air Force Base, Ill.

301 Brooks Rd. 
(off North Lehmberg Rd.)
662-329-4311

Saturday Worship 
9:30 am

Sabbath School 
10:30 am

Wednesday Prayer Meeting 
 6:30 pm

Columbus Seventh-day Adventist Church

�TWILIGHT SAGA:
 BREAKING DAWN PT. 2 PG13

 1:00 - 1:45 - 3:50 - 4:40 -
7:00 - 7:30 - 9:40 - 10:00

� SKYFALL PG13

12:55 - 1:30 - 3:55 - 4:35

- 7:05 - 7:45 - 10:00

� 3-D WRECK IT RALPH PG

   4:05 - 9:25

� WRECK IT RALPH (NON 3-D) PG

  1:05 - 7:10

PARANORMAL ACTIVITY 4 R

 1:35 - 4:35 - 7:40 - 9:50
ALEX CROSS PG13

 1:10 - 4:10 - 7:30 - 9:50

TAKEN 2 PG13

 1:20 - 4:20 - 7:25 - 9:35

HWY 45 N behind Applebee’s - 662-352-2232

1928 5th Street N.  Columbus, MS

662-328-5781

Mon.-Thurs.  8am - 5:30pm Fri. 8am - 5pm

We pay the sales tax on 
certain designer sunglasses 

and we don’t charge postage 
if ordering is needed.

Our friendly staff will 
help you choose 

the perfect pair from 
brands including: 

Costa del Mar | Ray Ban | Oakley 
Versace | Maui Jim|Ralph Lauren  

Gucci | Coach  | Tory Burch  
Penguin | D&G

i

79
Days until the CUI

3 Excellents
3 Zeros
100%
Accountablilty

Now Available At:

1301-A Hwy. 45 N. | Columbus | 328-8816

Big, Tall & Regular Clothing

U.S. Air Force Photo/Senior Airman Chase Hedrick
Joel McAdams, WWII veteran, Col. Jim Sears, 14th Flying Training Wing
Commander and Airman 1st Class Jason Laufer, 14th Civil Engineer Squadron
lay a wreath upon an armed forces memorial at the Lowndes County
Courthouse during a Veterans Day ceremony Nov. 10.  Columbus Air Force
Base and the local community held an annual parade and ceremony in
downtown Columbus to honor past and present veterans. 
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How to reach us
14th Flying Training Wing Public Affairs

555 Seventh Street, Suite 210, 
Columbus AFB, MS, 39710

Commercial: (662) 434-7068
DSN: 742-7068

Fax: (662) 434-7009
E-mail: silverwings@columbus.af.mil

Editorial Staff
Col. Jim Sears

14th Flying Training Wing
Commander

Mr. Rick Johnson
Public Affairs Chief

Senior Airman Chase Hedrick
Editor

Staff Sgt. Bryan Franks
NCOIC

Airman 1st Class Charles Dickens
Staff Writer

Mrs. Tina Perry
Layout Designer

Submission Deadline
The deadline for submitting copy for next
week’s SILVER WINGS is noon Monday.

Articles may be dropped off at the public affairs
office or e-mailed. 

Published by the Commercial Dispatch Publishing Company,
Inc., a private firm in no way connected with the U.S. Air Force,
under exclusive written contract with the 14th Flying Training
Wing. 

This commercial enterprise Air Force newspaper is an author-
ized publication for members of the U.S. military services. 

Contents of the  SILVER WINGS are not necessarily the offi-
cial views of, or endorsed by, the U.S. government, the
Department of Defense or the Department of the Air Force.

The appearance of advertising in this publication does not con-
stitute endorsement by the DOD, the Department of the Air
Force or Service Publications, Inc., of the products or services
advertised. 

Everything advertised in this publication shall be made available
for purchase, use or patronage without regard to race, color, reli-
gion, sex, national origin, age, marital status, physical handicap,
political affiliation or any other non-merit factor of the purchaser,
user or patron.

Editorial content is edited, prepared and provided by the 14th
Flying Training Wing Public Affairs Office of Columbus AFB,
Miss. 

The  SILVER WINGS staff reserves the right to edit or rewrite
all copy submitted when necessary. All photos are U.S. Air Force
photos unless otherwise stated.

Submit all advertising to the Columbus, Miss., Commercial
Dispatch advertising department one week prior to desired publi-
cation date. The advertising department can be reached at (662)
328-2427.
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DEPLOYED
As of press time, 66 TEAM

BLAZE members are deployed
worldwide. Remember to sup-
port the Airmen and their fam-
ilies while they are away.

a belief so strong that they were willing to
give their lives, if needed, in its defense.”

Also in attendance was the Alpha
Battery, 2nd Battalion, 14th Field Artillery
Regiment of the Mississippi Army National
Guard who returned from a deployment in
March of 2010.  They too shared the belief
in the cause of freedom with all other serv-
ice members and acted on it during their
deployment to Iraq by completing over 350
missions downrange and had zero casualties.

“Our veterans are living examples of
what it means to be good,” said Sears.  “They
have given us a lifetime of service and our
country has been enriched by their contribu-
tions both in and out of uniform.”

The Veterans Day ceremony was opened
by the posting of the colors, executed by the
Columbus AFB honor guard, followed by
the Mississippi University for Women
chorale group’s rendition of the National
Anthem and an invocation led by Maj.
Leslie Janovec, Chaplain.

R.H. Brown, narrator for the 2012 cer-
emony, then led the POW/MIA Prayer
ceremony where a POW/MIA flag was
placed on an empty chair to honor those
that could not attend.  A moment of
silence followed the prayer.

A flyover was executed by the 37th
Flying Training Squadron following the
moment of silence.  The two T-6A Texan
II’s in the formation were honoring
Armistice Day, the precursor to the current
Veterans Day which was developed to honor
veterans of World War I, by flying over the
ceremony at the 11th minute of the 11th
hour of the 11th day of the 11th month.
Armistice Day commemorated the agree-
ment between the World War I allies and
Germany that took effect Nov. 11 at 11 a.m.
in 1918.

Following the speech, Col. Sears, assisted
the oldest service member, Joel McAdams,
and the youngest service member, Airman
1st Class Jason Laufer, 14th Civil Engineer
Squadron, with the laying of a wreath at a
memorial dedicated to U.S. armed forces
outside of the Columbus courthouse.

After the wreath was laid, Staff Sgt. Chris
Jones, 14th Security Forces Squadron played
Taps with a bugle.  At the last note of Taps,
Larry Priest, assisted by a local Cub Scouts of
America group, released doves into the air
which marked the ending of the ceremony.

“To all veterans and their families we say
thank you,” said Sears.  “Thank you for your
sacrifices and sense of duty and for your serv-
ice. We are the greatest nation on Earth
because of you.”

VETERANS
(Continued from Page 1)
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7086 Wolf Road, 3 miles south of Caledonia, MS
(662) 356-4940

E-mail: newsalembaptist@cableone.net
Web-Site: newsalembaptistcaledonia.com

Bro. David R. Woods, Pastor
SUNDAY

Worship Service - 8:17 AM
Bible Study (all ages) - 9:30 AM

Worship Service - 10:30 AM
AWANA - 4:00 PM

Adult and Youth Bible Studies - 5:00 PM
Evening Worship - 6:00 PM

WEDNESDAY
at 6:30

Adult Bible Study
Youth Worship and Bible Study

Mission groups for Children
Nursery available for all services.

New
Salem
Baptist
Church
welcomes

you!

3033 Ridge Road
Columbus, MS 39705

662-327-6689  
www.woodlandonline.org

Shelby Hazzard, Senior Pastor
© The Dispatch

3033 Ridge Road

AWANA PROGRAM
Wednesday 6:30 p.m.
(Also adult & Youth Studies)

Sunday
Sunday School - 9:30 a.m.

Morning Worship - 10:30 a.m.
Evening Worship - 6:00 p.m.

.m.
ieeees)s)s)s)s)s)s)s)))))
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Woodland 
Baptist Church

First United 
Methodist Church
602 Main Street • Columbus, MS

Sunday Worship 
8:45 AM: Main Street Worship Center
11:00 AM: Main Street Worship Center

Sunday School
9:45 AM

Sunday Evenings
5:00 PM Vespers & Communion

Please call the church for information on our  
programs for children, youth & adults.

MOPS Program
1st & 3rd Tuesday Each Month

9am-11am • Artz Fellowship Hall
662.328.5252 

www.columbusfumc.org

5K Fun Run and 1 Mile Family Walk
November 17 • Columbus Riverwalk

Run Starts at 8:30am & Walk Starts at 9:00am

Registration forms available at
First United Methodist Church & The Fitness Factor

Help Feed Columbus!
All proceeds & goods go to Helping Hands.

$10 adults/$5 children under 12
and 5 dried or canned goods.

Fun awards, great shirts, great cause!

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

©
 Th
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atc
h

Move-In
Specials!

2 Car Garages • Free Cable • Pool
Washer/Dryer Furnished • Stainless Steel Appliances

State-of-the-Art Fitness Center • Hot Tub
Outdoor Fireplace & TVs • Saunas • Walking Trail

2 Playgrounds • Business & Community Center

Military, Student & Senior Discounts Offered

Please call 662-328-1100 or
visit us @ www.auduboncove.com

©
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Hwy. 45 N. | Columbus, MS - Across from Walmart

662.889.CELL
                    (2355)

thesmartphoneclinic@yahoo.com

• Flex Cable
• Water Damage
• Broken Screen (LCD)
• Microphone
• Speaker
• Volume Switch
• Ringtone Buzzer & More
• Charging Connector
• Keypad Repair
• GSM Phone Unlocking
• New/Refurbished GSM Phones
• OEM Housing Refurbishing
• Free Estimates
• Same Day Service
• Certifi ed Technician
• 90 Day Warranty

Hours: Mon-Fri 10:00am - 5 pm  Sat. 10:00am - 2:00 pm

StarkvilleStarkville 
LocationLocation 
NowNow 

OpenOpen
831C HWY 12W - Starkville, MS 

 Across from Walmart

BUY, SELL & REPAIR MOST DEVICES
( SMARTPHONES, TABLETS, SCREENS & LAPTOPS)

MILITARY DISCOUNTS 

26 1/2

19 20 21 24/25 Dec. 3: Base Cookie
Drive
Dec. 6: Base
Christmas Tree
Lighting
Dec. 3-8: Services
Transformation Base
Visit
Dec. 4: Hearts Apart
Dec. 9: Hanukkah
Dec. 10-14: Night
Flying Week
Dec. 11: CSC Holiday
Social
Dec. 11: Newcomer’s
Orientation
Dec. 11: Class 13-11
Track Select
Dec. 14: Class 13-03
Graduation
Dec. 24: AETC
Family Day
Dec. 25: Christmas
Day
Dec. 31: AETC
Family Day

Mon Tue Wed Thur Fri Sat/Sun Long Range
Events

2322

30NNoovv
eemmbb
eerrThanksgiving AETC Family

Day
Street Smart
Program, 7,
10:30 a.m., 1 p.m.
@ Kaye

Class 13-03
Assignment
Night, 5 p.m. @
Club

Nnative
American
History
Luncheon, 11:30
a.m. @ Club

Enlisted
Promotions, 4
p.m. @ Club

28 2927
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Eye Examinations | Contact Lenses | Surgery Co-Management 
Eye Infections | Eye Injuries |Dry Eyes | Eye Diseases | Glaucoma 

1823 5th Street N, Columbus, MS  

 662-328-5225
www.visionsource-curtisoptometry.com

CAFB Optical 
Commisary Building -160 Simlar Blvd.

662.434.8496

The 49th Fighter
Training Squadron
will graduate Intro-
duction to Fighter
Fundamentals Class
13-BBC on Nov. 16.
Seven members will
graduate this phase
of their training on
their way to becom-
ing fighter pilots and
weapons systems
officers in the com-
bat air forces.

The 49th FTS is
responsible for
Active Duty, Guard,
Reserve, and
International flying
training in the T-
38C IFF aircraft. The
49th FTS provides
training to fighter
pilots and weapon
system officers enter-
ing Air Force major fighter weapons sys-
tems, which include the F-16, F-15C, F-
15E, F-22, and A-10C. 

The nine-week course begins with tac-
tical formation flights and then introduces
pilots to basic fighter maneuvers and air-
to-air employment in offensive, defensive,
and high aspect fight scenarios. Students
bound for aircraft with an air-to-ground
attack capability then move on to surface
attack and low-altitude tactical navigation
phases learning to employ ordnance

against ground tar-
gets. The skills
learned during IFF
directly translate to
the fighters these
students will soon fly
in their follow-on
training and one day
employ in combat. 

Congratulations
to our newest fighter
wingmen!

IFF 13-BBC Gaduates

Capt. Dakota Olsen
F-16

1st Lt. Daiki Ishihara
F-2

2nd Lt. Christopher
Goodloe
F-15E

Capt. Brian Anderson
F-15C

1st Lt. Andrew Morton
F-15E

2nd Lt. John Patten
F-16

2nd Lt. Martin Smith
F-16 

U.S. Air Force photo/Elizabeth Owens
Members of the Polish Air Force and 14th Operations Group leadership pause for a photo
in front of the 14th OG building on Nov. 6. The visit was designed to give the Polish officials
a better understanding of pilot production on Columbus Air Force Base and to meet with
the Polish students in training here.

Polish Air Force tour Columbus AFB

www.columbusfamilyhousing.com

662.434.8213

All Active Duty Military Members: Columbus Family Housing is an amenity rich military 
community located at the Columbus AFB. Our homes feature multiple bedrooms, one to two-and-
a-half bathrooms, fully equipped kitchens, washer/dryer hookups, central air conditioning and 
fenced yards. We have home ranging from 1,228- 2,558 square feet.  Just a sixty minute car ride will 
bring you to a wealth of shopping, restaurants, family entertainment, and fun.

• No Application Fee

• No Utility Bills 

• Free Lawn Care 

• Free Trash Pickup

Call 
for

Specials!

Columbus Family Housing

WE BUY & SELL
USED APPLIANCES      

REFRIGERATORS, FREEZERS, 
DISHWASHERS, STOVES, 

WASHERS & DRYERS
662-364-7779 OR 662-549-5860

®

®

My mother died of
colon cancer when
she was only 56.

Terrence Howard, actor/musician

Colorectal cancer is the 
2nd leading cancer killer

in the U.S., but it’s 
largely preventable. 
If you’re 50 or older, 
please get screened.

1-800-CDC-INFO (1-800-232-4636) 
www.cdc.gov/screenforlife

This is personal.
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Top GunsTop Guns
Academic: 2nd Lt. William Peters
Contact: 2nd Lt. William Peters
Instruments: 2nd Lt. William Peters
Formation: 2nd Lt. William Peters

Leverette/Overall AwardLeverette/Overall Award
2nd Lt. William Peters

1st Lt. Syung Kim T-1 
2nd Lt. James Arnold T-1 
2nd Lt. Thomas Duncan T-1 
2nd Lt. Daniel Emirbayer T-1 
2nd Lt. Adam Gazda T-38 
2nd Lt. Francesco Iapadre T-38 
2nd Lt. Brian Keck T-1 
2nd Lt. Max Mallory T-1 
2nd Lt. Samuel Morrissey T-1 
2nd Lt. Aaron Payomo T-1 
2nd Lt. William Peters T-1 
2nd Lt. Matthew Reoch T-38 
2nd Lt. Scott Richards T-38 
2nd Lt. Gregory Schoolcraft T-1 
2nd Lt. Nicholas Slattery T-1 
2nd Lt. Giovanni Viggiano T-38 

TTrack Selectrack Select

13-1013-10

From the 14th Flying
Training Wing First

Sergeants 

The Columbus Air
Force Base Angel Tree is
now up in the Base
Exchange lobby. These
Angels directly impact our
Airmen and families. Each
Angel is listed with the
gender and age of a
Columbus AFB child.
Some Angels include
clothing sizes and gift
wishes.

Each Angel is individu-

ally numbered. Some
include a number and let-
ter (i.e. 1a, 1b, 1c, etc.).
These denote families with
multiple children.

Gifts do not have to be
wrapped. If you have mul-
tiple items for the same
child, please include them
in the same bag or anno-
tate your Angel number
on the items.

It is extremely easy to
support the Angel Tree
program. Just take an
Angel and shop at the
store of your choosing. You

can return the gift (with
Angel attached or includ-
ed) to any BX cashier or
customer service represen-
tative. Please return all
gifts by Dec. 17. 

If you choose to take an
Angel, but later decide
that you no longer wish to
support the program,
please return the Angel to
the tree or give it to a First
Sergeant so we can ensure
no child goes without.

We thank all of you for
your generosity and sup-
port. 

Brighten an Airman’s Christmas
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Courtesy graphic
Maj. Andy Wistrcill from the 49th Fighter Training Squadron shakes hands with Royal Saudi
Air Force Brig. Gen. Abdulrahman Saleh Haboudal, Saudi Arabian Air Operations Center
Director. Wistrcill is currently deployed with the Air Force Central Command A5 Air
Defense Liaison Team where he leads a multi-nation, multi-service team. If you have a
photo of a currently deployed Team BLAZE Airman you would like featured in Feed the
Fight, send it to SilverWings@Columbus.af.mil

Feed the Fight
1913 Hwy. 45 N. Columbus, MS

Military Discount

20% Off
with photo ID

Offer may not be combined with any other offer or discount.

The deadline for submitting ads is
noon Monday before the desired pub-
lication date. Ads turned in after the
deadline will run the following week.
Ads can be mailed to or dropped off at
the public affairs office in the 14th
Flying Training Wing Headquarters
building, e-mailed to
silverwings@columbus.af.mil or
faxed to 434-7009. Calling Ext.
7068 by noon Monday can extend
the run date of ads already submit-
ted. Silver Wings reserves the right to
limit ads based on content, space and
frequency of requests. Advertise-
ments for private businesses or serv-
ices providing a continuous source of
income may not appear in the
Bargain Line. They may, however,
be purchased through The
Commercial Dispatch, 328-2424.

For sale: 2009 Toyota RAV4 SUV,
Sandy Beach Metallic with Sand Beige
Interior. I need to sell so make me an
offer. One owner with only 33,000
miles and in excellent condition.
Super nice RAV4 with a 2.5L four-
cylinder engine, four-speed automatic ,
4x2, side and curtain airbags, stability
control, traction control, plus AM/FM
CD, power mirrors, keyless entry, secu-
rity system plus many more options.
Great gas mileage and factory warran-
ty. $17,900 or best offer. Call 327-
1205.
For sale: 2009 Honda Ridgeline

SUV/pick-up with 31,000 miles. Dark
cherry ivory with beige interior, anti-
lock brakes, four-wheel drive, AF/FM
six-disc CD changer, five-speed auto-
matic transmission with overdrive,
custom side step bars, aluminum
wheels, Michelin tires, power side mir-
rors, 3.5 liter 24-valve VTECH V6
engine, Ridgeline custom floor mats,
child safety locks, locking/limited slip
differential, cruise-control, four-wheel
disc ABS brake system, multi-zone air
conditioning, rear head air bag, great
gas mileage. $23,900 or best offer. Call
327-1205.
For sale: 1991 Mazda Protégé.  Very
dependable, great gas mileage, great
work car.  Call 434-8695 after 5 p.m.

For sale: Three bedroom, two bath-
room, 1,400 square-foot home heated
and cooled on three acres of land.
Located in West Point in the Tibbee
Community in a subdivision conven-
ient to West Point, Columbus, and
Starkville.  Built in 1999.  Asking
$170,000.  Call 524-0350 for more
information.

For sale: Accessories for 2004 Nissan
Titan King Cab: Tinted in-channel
(not stick-on) side window visors, $35
per pair; two-inch trailer hitch cargo
carrier, $125; front tow hooks, $75 per

pair; key fob, $40; Utili-track Channel
System, five rails, hardware, tie-down
cleats, sliding bed extender, sliding bed
divider/rear window guard, $750. All
in excellent condition. Please call 240-
0226. 
For sale: Medium-sized keyboard, $25.
Ideal for children.  Call 328-3977.
For sale: IBM Thinkpad R51 business
or school laptop, 14” display, 1.7
Pentium processor, 768MB RAM,
60GB hard drive, Windows XP,
Microsoft suite and more, fantastic
condition, asking $135 or best offer;
IBM Thinkpad R51 business or school
laptop, 14” display, 1.5 Pentium
processor, 512MB RAM, 40GB hard
drive, Windows XP, Micrsoft suite and
more, fantastic condition, asking $135
or best offer; Vito alto saxophone in
good playing condition, $165.  Call
386-6981.

Sale:  Barely used pristine Badcock for-
mal dining room set, table with leaf,
eight chairs (two are armchairs),
matching China cabinet, asking $750.
Also have coffee table, sleeper sofa,
entire office (black L-shaped desk with
computer storage and file cabinet),
large oak L-shaped desk, plush chair,
printer stand/small bookshelf, two
bathroom hutches, Troy gasoline push
lawn mower (self propelled), gasoline
weed wacker. Come by to see and make
offer(s)!  Call (850) 628-3663.

Transportation

Homes

Miscellaneous

Sale

Security and 
policy review

Did you know that as a military member you must coordinate all informa-
tion relating to speeches, presentations, Academic papers, multimedia visual
information materials and information proposed for release to a publicly acces-
sible Worldwide Website with exception of Air Force publications through the
14th Flying Training Wing Public Affairs Office? For more information contact
the 14th FTW/PA at 434-7068.

AETC 2012 General John Jumper Award
for Excellence in Warfighting Integration
(Officer):  Maj. Ingemar Westphall, 14th
Communication Squadron Commander.

AETC 2012 Information Dominance
Annual Award, Outstanding Knowledge

Operations Management Airman: Senior
Airman Perry Huffman, 14th CS.

2012 AETC Civil Engineer Annual Awards
Air Force Outstanding Civil Engineer Unit,
Small Unit Category: 14th Civil Engineer
Squadron.

Three garner AETC awards

Commander’s Action Line

434-7058434-7058
The Commander’s Action Line is your direct line to the commander

for comments and suggestions on how to make Columbus AFB a better
place. Although the Commander’s Action Line is always available, the
best way to resolve problems is through the chain-of-command.

The Commander’s Action Line phone number is       434-7058.
Callers should leave their name and phone number to receive an answer.
All names will be kept confidential. Message may be answered in the
Silver Wings without names.

Written questions may also be brought to the PA office in the Wing
Headquarters building, BLDG. 724, suite 210. Questions and answers
may be edited for brevity and style.

The government wears many hats. We put them all in one place.

Looking for one place to get fast answers to your questions about government
benefits and services? USA.gov is your official source for all federal, state and local
government information. Now that’s something you can hang your hat on.

14th Force Support Squadron 
Manpower:  Closed Nov. 22-23 
Civilian Personnel:  Closed Nov. 22-23 
Military Personnel:  Closed Nov. 22-23 
NAF HR:  Closed Nov. 22-23 

Arts/Auto:
Nov. 21-24: Closed

BX: 
Nov. 22
The Express: 10 a.m.-6 p.m. 
The Main Exchange: Closed
Taco Bell: Closed
Subway: Closed
GNC: Closed
Barber Shop: Closed
Beauty Shop: Closed
Optical: Closed

Nov. 23
Mall opens at Midnight
The Express: 6 a.m.-10 a.m. 
The Main Exchange: 4 a.m.-6 p.m.
Taco Bell: Closed
Subway: 3 a.m-6 p.m.
GNC: 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
Beauty Shop: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

Nov. 24
Mall opens at 4 a.m.
The Express: 8 a.m.-10 a.m. 
The Main Exchange: 6 a.m.-6 p.m.
Taco Bell: 10 a.m.-3 p.m.
Subway: 4 a.m.-6 p.m.
GNC: 11 a.m.-5 p.m.
Barber Shop: 9 a.m.-4 p.m.
Beauty Shop: 9 a.m.-4 p.m.

Nov. 25
The Express: 8 a.m.-9 p.m. 
The Main Exchange: 10 a.m.-5 p.m.

Taco Bell: Closed
Subway: 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
GNC: 11 a.m.-5 p.m.
Barber Shop: Noon-4 p.m.
Beauty Shop: Closed

Bowling Center:
Nov. 21: 6 a.m.-6 p.m.
Nov. 22: Closed
Nov. 23: Closed
Nov. 24: 11 a.m.-11 p.m.

Commissary: 
Nov. 19: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.
Nov. 22: Closed
Nov. 23: Closed

Club:
Nov. 22-23: Closed

Fitness Center: 
Nov. 22: Closed
Nov. 23-25: 10 a.m.-6 p.m.

Golf Course
Nov. 19: Closed
Nov. 20: 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
Nov. 21: 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
Nov. 22: Closed

Library: 
Nov. 22-25: Closed

Lodging:
Open 24 hours every day 

Outdoor Recreation
Nov. 19: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.
Nov. 20: Closed
Nov. 21: Closed
Nov. 22: Closed
Nov. 23: 9 a.m.-1 p.m.

Thanksgiving holiday hours
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Jim Garamone
American Forces

Press Service

WASHINGTON — U.S. offi-
cials praised the long-standing rela-
tionship with Poland as they cele-
brated the first full-time U.S. mili-
tary presence in that nation yester-
day.

During a ceremony at Lask Air
Base, located about 100 miles south-
west of Warsaw, U.S. Air Force per-
sonnel flew the American flag,
marking the establishment of a
small unit dedicated to supporting
multi-national aviation training and
exercises. The ten personnel of the
detachment will be joined by up to
200 visiting airmen conducting
quarterly training rotations.

U.S. Ambassador to Poland
Stephen D. Mull and Navy Adm.
James G. Stavridis, the commander
of U.S. European Command and
NATO's supreme allied command-
er, were joined at the ceremony by
Poland's Defense Minister Tomasz
Siemoniak, Chief of Staff Army
Gen. Mieczyslaw Cieniuch and Air
Force Commander Gen. Lech
Majewski.

The arrival of the 10-man team
at the base represents “a new kind of
U.S. ‘boots on the ground’ here in
Poland,” said Derek Chollet, the
assistant secretary of defense for
international security affairs.
Chollet represented Defense
Secretary Leon E. Panetta at the
ceremony.

“The alliance between the
United States and Poland is rooted
in shared history, shared values and
deep ties among our people,
cemented through NATO and the
ironclad commitment to Article 5,”
Chollet said. “The Polish people
have been our partners for over two
centuries, and since joining the
NATO alliance in 1999, your troops
have been shoulder-to-shoulder
with ours in the Balkans, in Iraq and
in Afghanistan.”

The personnel in Lask will pro-
vide continuity for U.S. personnel

rotating in and out of Poland,
defense officials said. Air Force F-16
Fighting Falcon and C-130 Hercules
units will form the core of the U.S.
presence. The personnel at the
detachment will report to the 52nd
Fighter Wing, based at
Spangdahlem Air Base, Germany.

President Barack Obama and
Polish Prime Minister Donald Tusk
agreed to the U.S. presence in Lask
during the president’s visit to Poland
last year. The detachment will make
it easier for U.S. and Polish airmen
to increase their interoperability
and will enhance military-to-mili-
tary ties at all levels, defense officials
said.

The presence will also facilitate
bilateral and, officials hope, multi-
national joint training exercises.
Poland has extensive ranges and its
airspace is far more open than coun-
tries farther west. Officials also hope
this will allow both militaries to
deepen already strong partnerships.

“I am truly proud of the way our
defense cooperation has focused on
looking to the future to ensure we
are prepared for the threats and
challenges our countries will face,”
Chollet said. “As we move together
into the future, we expect more U.S.
boots to follow as we establish a
NATO ballistic missile interceptor
site at Redzikowo in 2018.”

The U.S. aviation detachment
“also sends a clear message to allies
and partners that the U.S. remains
committed to European defense and
to the principle that we are indeed
‘stronger together,’” Chollet said.

AF establishes full-time
presence in Poland

“The alliance between
the United States and
Poland is rooted in

shared history, shared
values and deep ties
among our people,

cemented through NATO
and the ironclad commit-

ment to Article 5,”
Chollet said.

Lea Johnson
21st Space Wing Public

Affairs staff writer

PETERSON AIR FORCE
BASE, Colo. — For close to two
years, almost half of the street
lights and parking lot lights on
Peterson AFB have been disabled
in an effort to cut energy costs.
This past summer, the lights start-
ed coming back on in anticipation
of new light-emitting diode fix-
tures being purchased.

According to Jim Jacobsen, 21st
Civil Engineer Squadron energy
manager, in late 2007 Air Force
Space Command put together a
cross-functional team to conduct
market research, identify require-
ments, and develop specifications
and an implementation strategy.
The team’s goal was to reduce
energy and reduce maintenance
while matching or improving
existing illumination and visibility. 

In 2008, Peterson became one
of two preliminary testing sites for
a variety of LED and other high-
efficiency lighting fixtures along
roadways and in parking lots, to
replace existing high-intensity dis-
charge lights. 

A variety of fixtures were
installed at multiple locations for a
little more than a year and accord-
ing to Jacobsen, they performed
well. 

“They conducted tests and eval-
uations of many different models,
to see what the pattern was like, to
see what the white light quality
was and how long they lasted,”
Jacobsen said. 

They performed so well, in fact,
that Air Force Space Command

approved a command-wide pur-
chase and the installation of the
LED lights.

The pilot project results proved
that energy could be saved and
maintenance reduced allowing all
the lights on Peterson AFB to be
turned back on. With the study
complete and support from the Air
Force Civil Engineer Center,
AFSPC initiated a command-wide
program to replace all the fixtures.
Included in the procurement is the
U.S. Air Force Academy and 14
other locations.

Fox Theriault, AFSPC energy
analyst and LED project manager,
said a bulk purchase of about 6,400
LED fixtures for 15 installations
will be made using $6.4 million of
Energy Focus Funds from the
AFCEC. 

Across AFSPC, and including
the U.S. Air Force Academy,
Colo., savings from the lights will
be $388,000 annually with an
additional $618,000 annually in
operations and maintenance costs,
Theriault said.

“Testing, market research, and
industry clearly indicate that this
emerging technology is ready for
full implementation with enor-
mous payback,” he said. 

According to Theriault, LED
fixtures typically have a 60,000 to
80,000 hour life expectancy, which
is three to four times the life
expectancy of the old high-inten-
sity discharge style fixtures. The
new fixtures will use approximate-
ly 60 percent less electricity than
HID lights but one of the greatest
savings will be in the reduced
maintenance. The new LED fix-
tures are virtually maintenance

free and come with a 10-year war-
ranty.

The 21st Space Wing is
installing a total of 1,540 fixtures
at six installations, costing approx-
imately $152,000. Across the
wing, total energy cost savings is
expected to be $162,000 with addi-
tional savings in operation and
maintenance of $140,000 a year. 

Upfront, the cost of the LED
lights is more expensive, but with-
in three or four years, the lights
will have paid for themselves.

According to Jacobsen, once
the lights are installed, they will all
be illuminated to ensure proper
function of the lights and replace-
ments will be made where neces-
sary. 

“Once all of the lights have
been (tested) and any required
warranty replacements have been
completed we will again look at de-
lamping opportunities to garner
additional savings,” he said.

In mid-September, a contract
was awarded to Utility Systems
Solutions, Inc; an 8a small business
set aside company, who partnered
with Philips Hadco to provide all
the fixtures. US2 and Hadco engi-
neers are currently conducting site
visits validating the requirements
before shipping the fixtures to each
installation. Bases are also finaliz-
ing the install contracts or some
are planning to do in-house
replacement. Hadco plans to start
shipping fixtures in mid December
and installation of the LED lights
will start shortly after they arrive at
the bases.

The process should take three
to four months to complete.

New LED fixtures light the way 

Visit us online!
Web page: www.columbus.af.mil

Facebook: www.facebook.com/ColumbusAFB

Twitter: www.twitter.com/Columbus_AFB

Army and Air Force Exchange
Service Public Affairs

Military shoppers can come early and
gobble up the savings as the Columbus AFB
Exchange will open its doors at 4 a.m. Friday,
Nov. 23 for “Black Friday” sales.  

“From our family to yours, Happy

Thanksgiving,” said the Exchange’s General
Manager, Roberto Montalvo. “The day after
is the unofficial holiday season for many
Exchange shoppers. The deals we will be
serving up will offer plenty of incentive to
get up early.”  

Beginning 4 a.m. Nov. 23, the Columbus
AFB Exchange will pass out take-a-tickets

for the most popular “doorbuster” items as
well as bounce back coupons that can be
used throughout the weekend that add value
and excitement to this year’s event. 

Shoppers can call the Columbus AFB
Exchange for additional information at
434-8484.

Columbus AFB Exchange to 
open at 4 a.m. on ‘Black Friday’

Help provide our unaccompanied personnel with
fresh home-baked treats this holiday season! Bake or
buy cookies, brownies, fudge, etc. and deliver them
to the Columbus Club between 6:30 and 9 a.m. on
Monday, December 3rd. All baked goods must be
packed in a formed, disposable container that does
not need to be returned. Volunteers to help pack and
deliver the cookies are welcome. Please contact Mai
Lan Isler at 434-0288 or at mattisler@aol.com to
volunteer or ask questions. Thank you for support!

CCCChhhhrrrr iiiissssttttmmmmaaaassss  ccccooooooookkkkiiiieeee  ddddrrrr iiii vvvveeee
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U.S. Air Force photo/Scott M. Ash
Air Force Chief of Staff Gen. Mark A. Welsh III and his wife, Betty, attend a wreath-laying ceremony by President Barack Obama at the Tomb of the Unknowns in Arlington
National Cemetery in observance of Veterans Day, Nov. 11, 2012.

Senior leaders attend wreath-laying ceremony at Tomb of Unknowns

WASHINGTON — Air Force Chief of Staff Gen. Mark
A. Welsh III has named Chief Master Sgt. James A. Cody to
serve as the 17th chief master sergeant of the Air Force.

Cody will assume his new position on Feb. 1, following the
Jan. 31 retirement of current Chief Master Sgt. of the Air Force
James Roy. Roy’s retirement will culminate more than 30 years
of service to the Air Force. 

“Chief Roy and his wife, Paula, have been a blessing for our
Air Force. They have worked tirelessly for the past three-plus
years as phenomenal advocates for our Airmen and families.
Betty and I wish them all the best as they prepare for the next
chapter in their lives,” Welsh said.

“The quality and professionalism of our enlisted force is
unrivaled due in great part to the remarkable commitment and
dedication of Chief Roy and Paula to take care of Airmen and
their families,” said Secretary of the Air Force Michael Donley.
“The Air Force must continue to develop the quality Airmen
the service needs and we look forward to the experience that
Chief Cody and his wife, Athena, herself a retired chief master

sergeant, will bring to this effort.”
Cody, who joined the Air Force in 1984, is currently the

command chief master sergeant for Air Education and Training
Command. His career includes various assignments in air traf-
fic control and as the command chief master sergeant, 15th
Expeditionary Mobility Task Force, Travis Air Force Base,

Calif.; 6th Air Mobility Wing, MacDill Air Force Base, Fla.;
and 18th Air Force, Scott Air Force Base, Ill. 

“We are excited to welcome Chief Cody and Athena to the
team as they take the baton from the Roys,” Welsh said. “The
next few years will be filled with many opportunities and chal-
lenges and our Air Force will greatly benefit from the leader-
ship, experience and wisdom they bring.”

“Chief Cody will do a fantastic job of representing the
enlisted force,” said Roy. “I have every confidence that he and
Athena are prepared to handle the challenges that face our
Airmen and their families in the years to come.”

The office of the chief master sergeant of the Air Force rep-
resents the highest enlisted level of leadership, provides direc-
tion for the enlisted corps and represents their interests to the
American public and all levels of government. The CMSAF
serves as a personal advisor to the Air Force Chief of Staff and
Secretary of the Air Force on all issues regarding the welfare,
readiness, proper utilization, and progress of the enlisted force
and their families.

Cody named next Chief Master Sgt. of the Air Force
“Chief Cody will do a fantastic job
of representing the enlisted force,”

said Chief Master Sgt. of the Air Force
James Roy. “I have every confidence

that he and Athena are prepared
to handle the challenges that face our

Airmen and their families in the
years to come.”

Tech. Sgt. Mike Andriacco
U.S. Air Forces Central

Command Public Affairs

SOUTHWEST ASIA —
Both of my grandfathers and
my uncle were veterans. And
until the day he died, my dad’s
father had a yellow ribbon
magnet of the back of his car
that read “Freedom isn’t Free.”
After he passed away and I
bought the car from my father
and uncle, I kept the magnet
there, firmly believing in the
message.

I’m not so sure I do any-
more. A few months ago I was
participating in a professional
forum with some peers when I
came to a realization. For the
vast majority of people who
enjoy its benefits, freedom is
free; it’s supported by dona-
tions and, in return, the pri-
mary donors earn the title
“Veteran.”

The more I thought about
this idea, the more I began to
realize it just felt right and I
became more excited about
putting it into words.

Our nation’s veterans have
donated their time, many for
20 years or more, their sweat,
their skills, some of their
rights, and, for those who
made the ultimate sacrifice,
their futures.

But the donations aren’t
limited to those who wear the
uniform. Their families make
donations too. Children
donate their first steps, their
first home run or dance recital,
high school graduation, even
their births so their parents
may serve the ideals of some-
thing greater than themselves.

Husbands and wives donate
restful nights, a two-parent
household, the ability to call
their loved one just to say
hello. Parents donate their
ability to keep their child safe
when he or she gets on a plane
bound for a war zone. The list

of donations is endless and,
just like other worthy causes,
every little bit helps.

Veterans Day is a time to
stop and reflect on the dona-
tions that allow us to enjoy our
freedoms today. For the major-
ity of Americans, freedom is
free for one reason: someone
else made the donation, freely
and willingly. The veterans’
cemeteries are full of donors
who have earned my gratitude
for their part in securing the
freedom my family and I enjoy.

A donation is something
freely given with nothing
asked in return. That’s what
makes the donations of our
nation’s veterans so special.
And there is something we
can do in return to thank
them, though they haven’t
asked. We can exercise that
freedom. Without that, the
sacrifices of our veterans are
meaningless.

I am proud to see people
using their freedoms — free-
dom of speech, their right to
assemble, and their freedom to
elect their leaders. It doesn’t
matter who they vote for, if
they gather in support of a
cause I believe in (or not), or
say something I don’t agree
with. It’s enough to know they
value the donation of others
enough to avoid letting it go
to waste.

Today I’m going to reflect
on the many donations my
grandfathers and uncle made,
and I’m going to be grateful.
I’m going to think about the
donation I first made 15 years
ago to support my family’s
freedoms. And I’m going to
seek out a young Airman at
the start of his career and
make sure I thank him for his
donation, because he’s going
to make sure that some day,
when my children face the
decision to donate or not, they
have the freedom to choose.
Happy Veterans Day.

Freedom is free
Staff Sgt. Bryan Franks

14th Flying Training Wing Public Affairs

It’s 4:20 a.m. on a cold, crisp Saturday morning and
my alarm clock is going off.  I roll out of bed, grab my
phone and begin checking the applications I use before
any hunting trip. It’s 34 degrees with winds out of the
north. According to apps, the wind is still not good for
the hunting stand I’ve been dying to try,
but I grab my gear anyway
because a good day
in the woods is
better than almost
anything else (I
have to include this
in my story because
I’m married). What do I
include in my gear?
Hunters orange, flashlight,
smartphone (because you have
to have games to play when it’s
slow) cover spray, camouflage,
toilet paper (for emergencies),
weapon of choice, deer stand and
safety harness (because no one is
ever around to catch me if I fall). 

I head over to the fire depart-
ment to sign in and check the map
to see where, if any, other hunters
are. Then I circle my location
(keeping my exact location classi-
fied) in Area A and by now its 5:05
a.m. and I’m headed into the
woods. By the time I’m finished
climbing my stand and settled it’s
5:15 a.m. and I have about 30
minutes before it’s even legal to
shoot. Yes, I’m dedicated and
maybe a little obsessive when it
comes to the sport I love, but it
only comes around once a year
and lasts for about four
months.

Airman John Doe,
a.k.a. Airman Snuffy, also
wakes up this same Saturday.
He had a hard week, commanders and
first sergeants were blaming him for things
around the base, but to his credit, he’s a fitness
guru and he’s training to run the Christmas Marathon in
West Point, Miss.  He also checks the apps on his phone
to see what the running weather will be like this morn-
ing. 

Airman Snuffy puts on his running clothes, running
shoes, throws his head phone on and is out the door by
6:35 a.m. for his Saturday morning jog. He plans on mak-

ing this a 10k run so he decides to take the scenic route
down the gravel road by the fire department known as
Shotgun Road. You would think the name of the road
says enough, and this is when it all goes bad for Airman
Snuffy. 

It’s 7:15 a.m., and I haven’t seen a thing. I’m tired and
feel defeated, but in the distance I hear the faint noise of
a trot. I could tell where it was coming from and they

usually never come from that direction, but there is
always a first for every-
thing.  Finally, I can see it
in the distance. It’s a big

deer right in the middle of
the road, and he stops off to

the edge in the grass…I raise my
weapon and fire. 

Meanwhile Airman
Snuffy is breaking in his
new shoes for the race;
however, there seems to be

an issue with them staying
tied. He stops and moves to

the edge of the road and bends
over to tie his shoe when he

feels the sharp pain of what
seems to be a branding iron across

his butt. 
I check to see if my quarry is

down, but instead I see Airman
Snuffy screaming and dancing
around. I don’t know why Airman
Snuffy was on Shotgun Road. There’s
a sign that clearly states Shotgun
Road is off limits during hunting sea-
son, which is from November until
the end of January. However it was
the reindeer jump suit (antlers
included) that really blew my mind.
Later on he told me he was training
in the gear he would run in during

the Christmas marathon. 
The moral of the story: Don’t

run down Shotgun Road
in a reindeer jump suit
during hunting season. 

Both hunters and run-
ners are fortunate to share the

great outdoor opportunities Columbus AFB has
to offer. Let’s all be safe during this and every

hunting season. Shotgun Road is designated off limits
during hunting season which will be in full swing
through January. 

(All characters appearing in this work are fictitious.
Any resemblance to real persons, living or dead, is pure-
ly coincidental. No Airmen or animals were hurt during
the writing of the story.)

Jogging is usually a safe sport
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Columbus Air Force Base FSS Rocks
Make sure to join our Facebook page at CAFB FSS Rocks,

Twitter at CAFBFSS, or our website at www.cafbfssrocks.com to
keep up to date with all the great events happening around base!

Columbus Club New Hours
In order to provide improved service while maintaining a budg-

et, the Columbus Club will be closed on Mondays beginning Nov. 5.
Indy’s at the club will feature a revamped menu, and will be featur-
ing a daily buffet starting Nov. 6 so come on out for some lunch.

Horseback Riding Lessons
Learn how to ride the mode of transportation of the past, horses!

Lessons are available for ages 6 and up in the ways of English and
Western Riding.  Lessons are ongoing through the winter months!
Sign up at Outdoor Recreation or for more information call
(972)822-7585.

Breakfast with Santa
Come enjoy a delicious breakfast with Santa and get your picture

taken!  Registration is from Nov. 1-28.  The cost is $5 per a person
before Nov. 27 and $10 after that date. Volunteers would be greatly
appreciated to help with cooking, seating/serving, games, crafts and
pictures!  For more information call 434-2504.

Cookie Baking Contest
Do you hold grandma’s special recipe?  If so, please share those

awesome cookies (not the recipe of course) on Dec. 11 at the
Library.  Entries need to be entered by 1 p.m. with the judging at 2
p.m.  For more information call 434-2934.

Youth Basketball
Registration for the youth basketball season starts Nov. 7 and

goes through Dec. 4.  The costs are $35 for ages 3-4, and $40 for ages
5-18.  Register between Nov. 7 and Nov. 14 to save $5.  All games
are played on base.  For more information call 434-2504.

Wee Babies!
It’s baby fun time!  Bring your kid(s) ages 0-4 to the Library for

rhythm, kinesthetic, body awareness, and song and dance activities!
This event occurs on the 1st and 3rd Thursday of the month.  For
more information call 434-2936.

Christmas Holiday Camps
Get your kids involved with the youth program and come out to

the Christmas Holiday Camps.  Week 1 is from Dec. 19-21, and
Week 2 is from Dec. 26-28 7 a.m. to 6 p.m. daily!  Registration must
be completed by Dec. 11.  There is a $10 non-refundable deposit
with the cost of the program based on family income.  For more
information call 434-2504.

Child Care for Holiday Shopping
Let the CDC provide care for your children while you get your

shopping done for the holidays!  Get three or four others together to
plan an outing then call the CDC at 434-2479 to keep your children
happy and entertained while you shop!

Mothers Happy Time!
The Child Development Center presents Mothers Happy Time!

Let the CDC provide care for your children while you enjoy some
“Happy Time” with friends. Get three or four mothers together and
plan an outing. Available Tuesday and Thursday from 10 a.m.-2 p.m.
For more information call 434-2479.

Sunday Lunch N Bowl
Lunch N Bowl on Sundays, for each adult combo purchased at

the Bowling Center receive two free games of bowling, must pay for
shoe rental. For more information contact 434-3426. 

Two for Tuesdays
Two for Tuesdays at Whispering Pines Golf Course, $25 for two

players to play up to 18 holes of golf including cart. For more infor-
mation contact 434-7932.  

Are you feeling lucky?
Information Ticket and Travel offers monthly casino trips every

first Friday of each month. With more than 5,000 slot machines, 115
table games and 14 poker tables including the wildly popular Texas
Hold'em, you will not be bored at the Silver Star Casino in
Philadelphia, MS. Join the fun for only $25 which includes trans-
portation and receive $25 in bonus bets! Contact 434-2505 for more
information.

Are you ready for some Football?
Plan now for the New Orleans Saints vs. Tampa Bay Buccaneers

NFL game trip 15-16 December (game date Dec. 16 at noon). Trip
includes game tickets, transportation, and lodging at the Best
Western in Slidell. Call 434-2504 for pricing information.

Green Plate Special
The Pro shop at Whispering Pines offers a daily special for lunch.

The price is $6.95 which includes a side of chips and a drink.

Instructional Classes at Youth Center
Youth Programs is offering piano lessons, guitar lessons, tumbling

classes, dance classes and martial arts instruction. Time and ages vary
for all classes. Call 434-2504 or stop by the Youth Center for more
information. 

Need a Break from the Kids?
Parents, contact the Child Development Center for information

on the Parents Night Out/Give Parents A Break program, 434-2479.

Affordable Tickets at ITT
The Information, Ticket and Travel office has discounted tickets

for Disney World, Universal Studios, Dollywood, Sea World, Busch
Gardens, and Six Flags over Georgia, the Memphis Zoo, Alabama
Adventure, Dixie Stampede, Geyser Falls, Schlitterbahn Water
Park, and more. Call 434-2505 or 434-7861 for more information.

Batting Cages Open 
Visit the batting cages which are now open for business. Get 12

balls for just $1. Machines accept quarters only. The new machines
and elevators have been installed behind the adult ball fields.

Massage Therapy is Back!
Massage therapy is available by appointment only at the Fitness

Center.  Swedish massage is just $35 for 30 minutes, $60 for 60 min-
utes and $90 for 90 minutes.  Therapeutic/deep tissue massage is $45
for 30 minutes, $70 for 60 minutes and $100 for 90 minutes.
Reflexology is $35 for 30 minutes, and a chair massage is $1 per
minute.  Call Terrance Bonner at 251-9255 for an appointment.

Daily Fitness Classes Available
Columbus AFB Fitness and Sports offers a variety of heart-pump-

ing, sweat-inducing classes throughout the week including Aerobics
Class. Come check out Zumba every Tues. at 6 p.m. and Sat. at 10
a.m., and circuit training classes on Tuesdays and Thursdays, 5:30
p.m. Spin Wednesdays at 5 p.m. For more information, call 434-
2772 or go online to www.cafbfssrocks.com and click on the link to
the Fitness page.

Car Maintenance on Base
Don’t forget you can get your general automotive maintenance

and repairs at the Auto Hobby Shop right here on base and even
while you work. If you are a do-it-yourselfer or shade-tree mechanic,
Auto Hobby offers a wide array of tools and equipment. For more
information and pricing, drop by Auto Hobby or call 434-7842.

Hot and Easy to Use - FSS Gift Cards
These gift cards are available in increments of $5 to fit any budg-

et. They can be used at most FSS facilities (golf, bowling center
snack bars, clubs) at Air Force installations worldwide…and they
never go out of style. FSS gift cards can be purchased at Whispering
Pines Golf Course, Strike Zone Lanes or at the Youth Center.  

Get off the Couch and Play!
Columbus AFB has an 18-hole disc golf course across the street

from the Fitness Center.  The course’s layout includes par threes,
fours and fives plus lots of trees making it great for beginners or pros
alike. So grab your friends or family and a disc and have some fun!
Disc sets are available for check out at the Fitness Center. 

It’s Like FREE Money!
Single Airmen returning from deployment and families of

deployed members can receive up to $500 in special discounts and
rewards through participating FSS facilities and programs.  Get dis-
counted trips at Information Tickets and Travel, rent equipment
from Outdoor Recreation, play a round of golf, participate in a golf
clinic, or go bowling with a friend. These are just some of the offer-
ings through the PLAYpass program. To find out if you are eligible
for a PLAYpass card, visit www.MyAirForceLife.com or call the
AFRC at 434-2790.

Space A Lodging
The Magnolia Inn usually has openings for Space A family and

single units. Contact the lodging desk at 434-2548.

Base families offered a wide variety of fun activities
Tax Volunteers

The Columbus AFB Tax Center will open in
late January and we are looking for volunteer tax
preparers and center assistants.  All of our volun-
teers play a critical role in assisting service mem-
bers, retirees and dependents complete and file
their tax returns.  This service helps our clients
obtain the refunds they have earned!  We wel-
come volunteers with special skills or training,
and would appreciate your expertise.  However,
training will be provided on the latest tax prepa-
ration forms and software, so prior experience is
not required.  Great volunteers are individuals
who have prepared their own tax returns; are
comfortable with computers; are willing to learn;
and enjoy working with people.  If you want to
become a trained tax preparer or volunteer in any
other way, please contact Capt Wells in the legal
office at 662-434-7030 to register.

Retiree Affairs Coordinator Needed
Volunteer needed 2 to 3 days per week to assist

with advising military retirees on benefits are pro-
vided The Retiree Affairs office is established to
coordinate, establish and staff an office on an
active-duty, reserve or guard base through com-
mand channels that will assist retirees with myri-
ad actions.  These actions include: serving as
information center for space-available travel,
Tricare, base services, etc.; offering referrals for
financial-assistance and pay matters; counseling
active duty Airmen nearing retirement; and pro-
viding literature on retirement issues. Another
major activity involves working with base agen-
cies to conduct Retiree Activity Day events. If
interested, contact Linda Dodson at 434-2314 or
linda.dodson@columbus.af.mil

The Base Thrift Shop
The Base Thrift Shop is open on Tuesdays and

Thursdays from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Consignments
until noon. The Thrift Shop is non-profit and all
proceeds benefit CAFB Community. It is located
in building 530. Phone: 434-2954.

Airman’s Attic
The Airman’s Attic is open

Tuesdays/Thursdays 10 a.m.-2 p.m. and Saturdays
10 a.m.-noon.  The Attic serves junior enlisted
members (E-1 through E-5) with uniforms and
basic household items at no cost. Donations of
uniforms, household goods, family clothing,
maternity, infant care items and furniture are wel-
comed. Please coordinate furniture or other large
donations with the staff during business hours.
The Attic is located in building 530, across from
the Thrift Shop.  For any questions, please call
434-1614.

Contraceptive Counseling Class
There are currently many safe and effective

options for preventing or delaying pregnancy. The
staff of the 14th Medical Group, wants to make
sure you have the information you need to make
your best choice. The Family Health Clinic is
now offering a Birth Control Counseling Class
covering topics ranging from natural family plan-

ning to tubal ligation. The class is offered once a
month and taught by a Women’s Health Provider
and a Registered Nurse. Classes will be held at the
Koritz Clinic, the last Friday of each month from
9 to 10:30 a.m. Please call the clinic appointment
line at 434-2273 to reserve your spot in the next
Birth Control Counseling Class. 

FREE Computerized CLEP Exams
Computerized CLEP testing is available at the

Mississippi State University Assessment and
Testing Center (http://www.ats.msstate.edu/test-
ing/).  Military members will NOT be charged a
fee for the first-time administration of any CLEP
exam.  However, retakes of CLEP exams must be
paid for by the military member.  DANTES
(DSST) paper-based exams will continue to be
administered in the CAFB Ed Office.  Please call
434-2562 or 434-2563 for more information.

LGR Mobility Individual Protective
Equipment Element closed for
Training

The 14th Logistics Division, Mobility and
Individual Protective Equipment Element located
in the Walker Center, building 1030 will close for
training Tuesdays and Thursdays from 1 p.m. to
4:15 p.m. beginning Thursday, May 10, 2012. All
appointments must be scheduled around these
days/times to avoid delays and inconveniences.
Walk-ins are no longer accepted. All appoint-
ments must be scheduled in advance by calling
434-7305, 7306, 3363 or 3364.  For more informa-
tion, please call 434-7212 or 434-7306.

(Editor’s note: All activities are offered at the
Airman & Family Readiness Center unless otherwise
specified. For more information about any of the
activities listed, call 434-2790 or email afrc@colum-
bus.af.mil.)

Military and Family Life Consultant
Program 

MFLC consultants provide a non-medical
counseling to help Airmen, (both single and mar-
ried) their spouses and other family members to
cope with stressful situations created by deploy-
ments, reintegration, and life challenges, such as
martial issues, parenting, career stress and anger.
All consultants are licensed mental health
providers. Consultants can meet either on or off
base. There is no charge for services and appoint-
ments can usually be made within one to two
days. To contact the MFLC call 364-6504.

Self-paced Tutorials
Available on MS Office 2007 Suites; Access,

Excel, Outlook, PowerPoint, Word and Windows
Vista. Set your own learning pace at your AFRC. 

Relocation assistance
Weekly workshop on programs, services and

resources available through the Airman and
Family Readiness Center held every Wednesday
from 9 a.m. to 10 a.m. Topics of discussion include

preparing for a move, environment/cultural issues
or needs, adaptation and community awareness.

Employment Workshop
Workshop on local and base employment

opportunities, held every Wednesday at 1 p.m.

Sponsorship training 
An electronic version of sponsorship training

called eSponsorship Application and Training
(eSAT) is now available. It can be found on the
MilitaryINSTALLATIONS homepage
http://www.militaryinstallations.dod.mil, under
“Are You a Sponsor?”

Survivor-Benefit Plan
One of the best feelings about retiring from

the military Service is to know you are guaranteed
a lifetime income as the result of a successful
career. What about your spouse or dependent
children? If you die, what guarantees do they
have? Enrolling in the SBP prior to retiring will
ensure they will have guaranteed income after
your death. Additional details are available by
calling your SBP Counselor Jamey Coleman at
434-2720.

Pre-Separation Counseling (DD
Form-2648)

Mandatory briefing for personnel separating or
retiring. Briefing should be completed at least 90
days prior to separation and may be completed up
to 12 months prior to separation or retirement.
Counseling held daily at 8:30 a.m. and takes
approximately 30 minutes. 

Pre and Post Deployment Tour Brief
Mandatory briefings for active duty personnel

who are deploying or returning from deployment
or a remote tour. Briefings are held daily at the
AFRC; Pre-deployment at 9:30 a.m. and post-
deployment at 1:30 p.m.

Computer workshops
The cost is $30 each if taken at the Golden

Triangle campus. They are free and taught here
on base at the AFRC. We need a minimum of six,
maximum of 11. We currently have two in each.
If we do not get enough students, EMCC cannot
provide an instructor, and we may not be able to
offer these workshops in the future. 

Volunteer Opportunities 
If you are interested in volunteering, please

contact the Airman & Family Readiness Center.
We have volunteer opportunities located through-
out the base for a one-time event, special events,
or on a continual basis. Volunteers are needed on
base at the Youth Center, Child Development
Center, Library, Golf Course, Medical Clinic, the
Chapel, Airman Attic, Thrift Store the Retiree
Activities office and many others.

Air Force Aid Society’s Gen. H.H.
Arnold Education Grant

Online applications for the 2013-2014 aca-
demic year will be available from the Society’s
website, www.afas.org, after Nov. 1. Please visit
their website for details on eligibility and require-
ments.

Bundles of Joy
Nov. 29, 1-3:30 p.m.  For active duty military

and/or spouses assigned to Columbus Air Force
Base who are pregnant or have a child up to four
months of age. Information speakers on finances,
labor and delivery, and infant care. This is an Air
Force Aid Society program, to register call 434-
2790.

Resume Writing Workshop
Dec. 5, 10-11 a.m.  Find the way to write an

effective resume and prepare for the Golden
Triangle Employment Expo.  To register call 434-
2790.

Smooth Move
Dec. 6, 10-11:30 a.m.  A class that provides

relocating members/families with valuable infor-
mation about moving. Learn what to expect from
TMO, Housing, Military Pay, Legal, Billeting,
Tri-Care, Medical Records, and AFRC.

Wing Newcomers Orientation
Dec. 11, 8 a.m.-1 p.m.  For newly arrived

Active Duty and Civilian personnel. Spouses are
encouraged to attend. Held at the Columbus
Club, for more information call 434-2839.

Heart Link, For Spouses
Dec. 12, 8:45 a.m.-2 p.m.  New to Columbus

AFB or military lifestyle. Held at the Columbus
Club, fun-filled spouse orientation program filled
with information on protocol, finance, benefits,
helping agencies, local conditions and prizes.
Great way to meet other new Columbus AFB, to
register and more information call 434-2790.

Base News

Catholic Community
Sunday:
3:45 p.m. – Religious Education, grades K-9,
Chapel Annex
4 p.m. – Choir Practice, Sanctuary
4 p.m. – Confession
5 p.m. – Mass
Thursday:
4:15 p.m. – Choir Practice
Saturday:
Theology on Tap meets monthly.  Please call
434-2500 For More Information.

Protestant Community
Sunday:
9 a.m. – Sunday School for Adults, Chapel Library 
10:45 a.m. – Traditional Service
Tuesday:
5 p.m. – Officer Christian Fellowship Bible Study,
Chapel Library
Wednesday:
4:30 p.m. – Choir Practice, Sanctuary
5 p.m. – Potluck Dinner
6 p.m. – Pioneer Clubs
6 p.m. – Adult Bible Study, Sanctuary
6 p.m. – Adult Bible Study, Chapel Library

Airman and Family 
Readiness Center

Chapel Schedule
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Twenty-seven officers have prevailed during a year of training, earning the right to be
an Air Force pilot.

Specialized Undergraduate Pilot Training Class 13-02 graduates at 10 a.m. today dur-
ing a ceremony at the Kaye Auditorium.

The graduation speaker for the class is Air Force Maj. Gen. Samuel Cox, Director,
Strategy, Policy, Programs, and Logistics, U.S. Transportation
Command, Scott Air Force Base, Ill. He is responsible for
strategic planning, force programming and policy development
to ensure war fighter readiness and the capability to meet cur-
rent, projected, and emerging requirements.

2nd Lt. Trevor Lockhart, T-38, and 2nd Lt. Richard Tyner,
T-1, received the Air Education and Training Command
Commander’s Trophy for being the most outstanding students
overall in their classes. 

The Air Force Association Award was presented to
2nd Lt. Trevor Lockhart, T-38, and 2nd
Lt. Michael Cole, T-1. The award is pre-
sented to a graduate in each flight who
excelled in training and typified the
tenets of the association — promoting
aerospace power and a strong national
defense. 

Lieutenant Lockhart, Lieutenant Tyner
and 2nd Lt. Brennan Gallagher, T-1, were
named the distinguished graduates of SUPT
Class 13-02.

The 52-week pilot training program begins with a six-week preflight
phase of academics and physiological training to prepare students for
flight. The second phase, primary training, is conducted  in the single-
engine, turboprop T-6A Texan II at Columbus AFB, Miss. Students
learn aircraft flight characteristics, emergency procedures, takeoff and

landing procedures, aerobatics and formation flying. Students also practice night, instru-
ment and cross country navigation flying. 

Primary training takes approximately 23 weeks and includes 254.4 hours of ground
training, 27.3 hours in the flight simulator and 89 hours in the T-6A aircraft. 

After primary training, students select, by order of merit, advanced training in the
fighter-bomber or airlift-tanker track. 

Both tracks are designed to best train pilots for successful tran-
sition to their follow-on aircraft and mission.

Advanced training for the fighter track is done in the T-
38C Talon, a tandem-seat, twin-engine supersonic jet. T-38
training emphasizes formation, advanced aerobatics and
navigation. Training takes approximately 26 weeks and
includes 381 hours of ground training, 31.6 hours in the
flight simulator and 118.7 hours in the T-38C aircraft. 

The airlift-tanker track uses the T-1A Jayhawk, the military
version of a multi-place Beech Jet 400 business
jet. Instruction centers on crew coordination
and management, instrument training, cross-
country flying and simulated refueling and air-
drop missions. Training takes about 26 weeks
and includes 185 hours of ground training, 43
hours in the flight simulator and 104 hours in
the T-1A. 

Each class is partnered with several business
or civic organizations during their year of train-

ing. This program is designed to foster closer ties
between the community and Columbus Air Force Base. Today, each
student will be given a set of pilot wings with their names engraved on
the back as a token of good luck from their partners. SUPT Class 13-
02’s pilot partners are the Base Community Council and the Military
Affairs Committee.

1st Lt. Saj El-Amin
Clearwater, Fla.
C-17, Travis AFB, Calif.

2nd Lt. Alexander Anderson
Bedford, Mass.
U-28, Hurlburt Field, Fla.

2nd Lt. Marlena Carrillo
Louisville, Ky.
RC-135, Offutt AFB, Neb.

2nd Lt. Nathan Frey
Westminster, Colo.
A-10, Davis-Monthan AFB, Ariz.

2nd Lt. Brennan Gallagher
Stockbridge, Ga.
HC-130J, Davis-Monthan AFB, Ariz.

2nd Lt. Sean Heatherman
Yorktown, Va.
MC-12, Beale AFB, Calif.

2nd Lt. Anthony Hill
Centerville, Utah
F-22, Tyndall AFB, Fla.

2nd Lt. Melissa McInelly
Fairbanks, Alaska
KC-135, Eielson AFB, Alaska

2nd Lt. Andrew Miller
Mechanicsville Md.
AC-130, Cannon AFB, N.M.

2nd Lt. Cole Merrick
Memphis, Tenn.
C-17, Memphis IAP, Tenn.

2nd Lt. Ben George-Nichols
Sedalia, Colo.
C-130H, Peterson AFB, Colo.

2nd Lt. Kevin Rowe
Novi, Mich.
C-17, Charleston AFB, S.C.

2nd Lt. Jay Ruhnke
Troy, Kan.
C-130H3, Rosecrans AFB St. Joe, Mo.

2nd Lt. Carson Slater
Muncie, Ind.
C-17, Charleston AFB, S.C.

2nd Lt. Wayne Sletten
Beavercreek, Ohio
E-3, Tinker AFB, Okla.

2nd Lt. Jeremy Smith
Santa Fe, N.M.
C-17, Charleston AFB, S.C.

2nd Lt. Joshua Stevens
Odenton, Md.
RC-135, Offutt AFB, Neb.

2nd Lt. David Truxal
Raleigh, N.C.
RC-135, Offutt AFB, Neb.

2nd Lt. Richard Tyner
Charleston, S.C.
C-17, Charleston AFB, S.C.

2nd Lt. Margret Carter
Shalimar, Fla.
KC-135, Fairchild AFB, Wash.

2nd Lt. Michael Cole
Macon, Ga.
T-6, Columbus AFB, Miss.

2nd Lt. Kevin Fogler
Fort Wayne, Ind.
F-15E, Seymour-Johnson AFB, N.C.

2nd Lt. Thomas Howard
Rocky Mount, Va.
KC-135, Macdill AFB, Fla.

2nd Lt. Jonathan Lewis
Palm Harbor, Fla.
U-28, Hurlburt Field, Fla.

2nd Lt. Trevor Lockhart
Napa, Calif.
C-17, McChord AFB, Wash.

2nd Lt. Bryan Mazer
Helotes, Texas
MC-12, Beale AFB, Calif.

SUPT Class 13-02
earns silver wings T-38C TalonT-1A Jayhawk


