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Senior          Squadron          
Squadron         Class             Overall        Track Select

37th (11-12) -2.44 days      -2.56 days        Jan. 19

41st (11-11)  -1.35 days      -4.01 days        Dec. 13

Senior         Squadron    
Squadron           Class            Overall        Graduation
48th (11-03)     1.63 days   1.06 days        Dec. 17
50th (11-03)    -0.27 days     -0.81 days        Dec. 17

PH A S E II PH A S E III
Aircraft Required Flown Annual 
T-6 131 175 5,084
T-1 44 45 3,908
T-38 54 50 2,424
IFF 11 12 480

IFF
Senior       Squadron    

Squadron        Class         Overall      Graduation
49th (10-CB) 1.19 days    1.00 days         Dec. 21

Weather

News Briefs

Feature 8
Holiday Safety

Tips are highlight-
ed in this week’s
feature.

Inside

Today
High: 63, Low: 34

Mostly Sunny

Saturday
High: 65, Low: 40

Partly Cloudy

Sunday
High: 58, Low: 31

Mostly Cloudy

Monday
High: 51, Low: 23

Partly Cloudy

Sex Signals
Two showings of the seventy-five minute improvisational play “Sex

Signals” will be held at Kaye Auditorium Dec. 6. The morning showing
will begin at 10 a.m. with the afternoon showing at 4 p.m. Attendance
is mandatory for military members E-1 to E-6 and O-1 to O-3, and high-
ly encouraged for all other BLAZE team members. See page five for
more information.

Cookie Drive
The 2010 Annual Columbus Air Force Base Cookie Drive will be

held Dec. 6 starting at 6:30 a.m. Come drop off cookies at the Columbus
Club for all single Airman to support them during this holiday season.

Volunteers needed
The Happy Christmas Fund is in need of volunteers on Dec. 9 to

shop, wrap or deliver packages to schools. Shopping will start at 7:30
a.m. at Wal-Mart. Wrapping will begin at the club at 9 a.m. Delivery to
schools will commence upon completion of wrapping, normally around
1 p.m. For more information about the Happy Fund or to sign up to vol-
unteer, call Linda Dodson at 434-2314 or 574-2898.

U.S. Air Force photo/Staff Sgt. Jacob Corbin
Lt. Gen. Douglas Owens, Air Education and Training Command vice commander, and 14th Flying Training Wing
Commander Col. Barre Seguin, are briefed by Rodney Roberts, 14th Civil Engineer Squadron Deputy Base Civil
Engineer, at the under-renovation wing headquarters building during the general's visit Dec. 1.

Staff Sgt. Jacob Corbin
14th Flying Training Wing 

Public Affairs

The vice commander of Air Education
and Training Command visited Columbus
Air Force Base for the first time in his new

position, but not the first time in his
career that started here, Dec. 1 and 2.

Lt. Gen. Douglas Owens came to
Columbus AFB for his first official site
visit in his new role at AETC, visiting
areas of the base and meeting the men and
women of Team BLAZE.

This wasn't too unfamiliar of a journey
for him, though.  General Owens attend-
ed pilot training here in 1980 and the pro-
ceeded to be a first assignment instructor
pilot with the 50th Flying Training
Squadron here until 1984.

AETC/CV visits Columbus AFB,
returns to first assignment

See AETC/CV, Page 2

The graduation speaker is Maj. Gen. Stephen Sargeant, Special Assistant to the Commander, AETC.
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RETURN SERVICE
REQUESTED

Return Service:
The Commercial

Dispatch
P.O. Box 516

Columbus, MS
39703

RENT-A-SPACERENT-A-SPACE
406 Wilkins-Wise Road406 Wilkins-Wise Road

 NORTH COLUMBUS
406 Wilkins-Wise Road

662-327-5656

EAST COLUMBUS
1530 Gardner Blvd.

662-328-5666

NEW HOPE
2193 Lake Lowndes

662-327-0659

Modern Climate Controlled Units
Conventional Units

Website: www.columbusrentaspace.com
Email: info@ columbusrentaspace.com

3 Locations:

www.columbusfamilyhousing.com

662.434.8213

�e Landings at Columbus
We have short-term lease available

Our community is now open to National Guard, Reserve,
Unaccompanied Service Members, Retired Military, Civil 
Service & Retired Civil Service, Permanent Employees of 

DoD contractors (limited to US Citizens)
• 3, 4 & 5 Bedroom Homes
• Walk to Work
• Close to the BX
• No Security Deposit 
• No Pet Deposit 
• No Application Fee
• No Utility Bills 
• Free Lawn Care 
• Free Trash Pickup

Call 
for

Specials!

ADVERTISING IN SILVER WINGS
Delivered to every household at Columbus Air Force Base and 
available in racks throughout the base, Silver Wings reaches a 
key demographic in the Golden Triangle. To advertise your 
business in Silver Wings, please call 328-2427.

NOTICE OF RATE CHANGE
Effective January 1, 2011, ad rates 
for Silver Wings will be $8 per col-
umn inch. The pickup rate for ads 
run in The Dispatch will be $5 per 
column inch.662-328-2427

St. David’s at Mayhew
Anglican Catholic Church

www.stdavidsmayhew.com
Sunday Service • 10:00 a.m. • 549 Mayhew Rd., Mayhew, MS

For information call 662-312-5366 or 662-386-8481
TheThe Rev. Fr. Muse Davis, Priest in Charge • The Rev. Mr. Rick Jones, Deacon

Following the faith of the undivided Church in orthodox Anglican Form - 1928 BCP

First United 
Methodist Church
602 Main Street • Columbus, MS

Sunday Worship 
8:45 AM: Main Street Worship Center
11:00 AM: Main Street Worship Center

Sunday School
9:45 AM

Sunday Evenings
5:00 PM Vespers & Communion

Please call the church for information on our 
programs for children, youth & adults.

Come home to...

662.328.5252 
www.columbusfumc.org
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How to reach us
14th Flying Training Wing Public Affairs

495 Harpe Blvd., Suite 186
Columbus AFB, MS 39710

Commercial: (662) 434-7068
DSN: 742-7068

Fax: (662) 434-7009
E-mail: silverwings@columbus.af.mil

Editorial Staff
Col. Barre “Heat” Seguin
14th Flying Training Wing

Wing Commander

Mr. Rick Johnson
Public Affairs Chief

Staff Sgt. Jacob Corbin
Editor

Staff Sgt. Bryan Franks
NCOIC

Airman 1st Class Chase Hedrick
Staff Writer

Mr. Matt Garner
Layout Designer

Submission Deadline
The deadline for submitting copy for next
week’s SILVER WINGS is noon Monday.

Articles may be dropped off at the public affairs
office or e-mailed. 

Published by the Commercial Dispatch Publishing Company,
Inc., a private firm in no way connected with the U.S. Air Force,
under exclusive written contract with the 14th Flying Training
Wing. 

This commercial enterprise Air Force newspaper is an author-
ized publication for members of the U.S. military services. 

Contents of the  SILVER WINGS are not necessarily the offi-
cial views of, or endorsed by, the U.S. government, the
Department of Defense or the Department of the Air Force.

The appearance of advertising in this publication does not con-
stitute endorsement by the DOD, the Department of the Air
Force or Service Publications, Inc., of the products or services
advertised. 

Everything advertised in this publication shall be made available
for purchase, use or patronage without regard to race, color, reli-
gion, sex, national origin, age, marital status, physical handicap,
political affiliation or any other non-merit factor of the purchaser,
user or patron.

Editorial content is edited, prepared and provided by the 14th
Flying Training Wing Public Affairs Office of Columbus AFB,
Miss. 

The  SILVER WINGS staff reserves the right to edit or rewrite
all copy submitted when necessary. All photos are U.S. Air Force
photos unless otherwise stated.

Submit all advertising to the Columbus, Miss., Commercial
Dispatch advertising department one week prior to desired publi-
cation date. The advertising department can be reached at (662)
328-2427.

NEWS22 SILVER WINGS
Dec. 3, 2010

14th Flying Training Wing 
deployed

As of press time, 77 BLAZE TEAM members are deployed
worldwide. Remember to support the Airmen and their families
while they are away.

Here are the scores for
the Flag football games

November 23,2010.

GAME 1

14th CES          28 (W)

37th/41st FTS   26

"This is where my wife and I got our start
in the Air Force," General Owens said.
"Every experience here was new and it
established friendships that have lasted 30
years."

The general said while some things about
the base have changed every change he saw
has been positive. For instance, during his
time here there were only two flying
squadrons - the 37th and 50th FTS's, and
the 14th Student Squadron.

Today, Columbus AFB is home to five

flying squadrons, the 37th FTS, 50th FTS,
48th FTS, 41st FTS and 49th Fighter
Training Squadron, and the 14th
Operations Support Squadron has replaced
the student squadron of his time here.

General Owens graduated from the U.S.
Air Force academy in 1980, and has com-
manded at the squadron, group and wing
levels. Prior to his current assignment, the
general was Vice Commander, Pacific Air
Forces, Hickam AFB, Hawaii.

(Editor's note: for more information about
the general's visit, and more from an interview
with the general, see our website www.colum-
bus.af.mil in the coming days).

AETC/CV
(Continued from Page 1)
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13 18/19

6 7 8 11/12 Dec. 24: Christmas
Day Holiday
Observed
Dec. 27: AETC
Family Day
Dec. 29: CT Fly
Day
Dec. 31: New
Years Holiday
Observed
Dec. 31: Club New
Years Eve Party
Jan. 3: AETC
Family Day
Jan. 4: Mandatory
Safety Briefings
Jan. 7: Class 11-04
Assignment Night
Jan. 10-14: Night
Flying Week

Mon Tue Wed Thur Fri Sat/Sun Long Range 
Events

109

17DDeecceemm
bbeerr

Base Christmas
Parade, 6 p.m.

Class 11-11
Track Select, 5
p.m., @ Club

Base Cookie
Drive starting
6:30 a.m. @ Club

Sex Signals, 10
a.m. and 4 p.m. @
Kaye

Downtown
Christmas
Parade, 7 p.m.

Happy
Christmas Fund
Shop/Wrap Day,
@ Club

Parents Day
Out, 9 a.m.,
CDC

CSC Social, 6
p.m., @ Club

Pearl Harbor
Remembrance
Day

Hearts Apart,
4:30 p.m. @
AFRC

Class 12-03
PPW, Station 7,
6 p.m.

Fun Run, 
6/7 a.m.

Class 11-03
Graduation, 10
a.m., @ Kaye

15 1614

Produce Pilots, Advance Airmen, Feed the Fight

CFC #53679
Call Jeff Miller at 662-425-1878

Online giving can be made at www.palmerhome.org
Please specify the Faulkner Veterans’ Memorial Fund.

The “Bama” Faulkner
Veterans’ Memorial Fund

When it comes to helping children,
this year-end gift gets a thumbs up.

Where we serve our
community 24 hours a day.

1913 Hwy. 45 North • 329-4810

1913 Hwy. 45 N. Columbus, MS

Military Discount

20% Off
with photo ID

Offer may not be combined with any other offer or discount.

You can
count 
on us.

1.800.899.0089  VolunteersofAmerica.org

a CFC participant Provided as a public service.

FCC

First Christian Church - Columbus
“Dynamic preaching, worship in music, fellowship”

Come join us to worship our Lord
811 North McCrary Road

Columbus, MS 39702-4304
(662) 328-2657

Sunday School - Sunday 9:30am
Morning Worship - Sunday 10:30am
Evening Worship - Sunday 6:00pm
Bible Study - Wednesday 6:00pm

www.fcchurchcolumbus.com
Find us on Facebook!© The Dispatch

My mother died of
colon cancer when
she was only 56.

Terrence Howard, actor/musician

Colorectal cancer is the 
2nd leading cancer killer

in the U.S., but it’s 
largely preventable. 
If you’re 50 or older, 
please get screened.

1-800-CDC-INFO (1-800-232-4636) 
www.cdc.gov/screenforlife

This is personal.
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Lemon Grass Oriental FoodsLemon Grass Oriental Foods
153 Priscella Circle (off Mike Parra Road)

Columbus, MS 39705 • Phone 434-9324 or 253-5125

Open Monday-Saturday 9:30am-6pm

Here to Serve You • Come See Us FirstHere to Serve You •  Come See Us First
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Why did an advance debt appear on my Leave and
Earnings Statement (LES)?

An advance debt on your LES is generally the result
of an overpayment of pay or allowances. This occurs
when a transaction is processed retroactively that
changes your entitlement. Advance debts are usually
the result of PCS travel, dependency status changes or
deployments. 

Why do I have an 'advance debt' amount on my
Leave and Earnings Statement (LES)?

The advance debt line on your LES is an amount
given to offset the immediate collection of an overpay-
ment. It is generated by the pay system when an enti-
tlement/allowance is adjusted retroactively. The result
is a debt you are required to repay. In other words, this
is your notification that, in 30 days, the stated “advance
debt” amount will be deducted from your pay.

Please contact 14th Finance Customer Service
(14CPTS.FCS@columbus.af.mil) for assistance in
determining the specific cause of advance debt and
debt repayment options.

For Reservists, an advance debt is only applicable to
long tours (30 days or more).

Reference:
AFMAN 65-116 Vol. 1 Chap 70 Sec 70A 70.3
14th CPTS Finance Customer Service:
Bldg 730, first floor lobby.
Hours of operation: Monday-Friday, 7:30 a.m. to

3:30 p.m.
14th CPTS Finance Customer Service e-mail:

14CPTS.FCS@columbus.af.mil
**If you are unable to come during customer service

hours due to mission requirements, please call 434-
2705/2095 to schedule an appointment.

Dollars & $ense Topic #16: What is "Advance Debt"?

Capt. Eric Adams
14th Flying Training Wing 

Judge Advocate’s Office

The holidays have always been a
time for exchanging gifts. All
Department of Defense personnel,
however, should remember that fed-
eral ethics regulations sometimes
restrict these activities. 

DoD personnel may not accept
gifts offered because of their official
positions or offered by a prohibited
source, such as a contractor (or any-
one who wants to become a con-
tractor). 

There are some exceptions to
this general rule, though. The main
exception is that DoD personnel
may accept gifts (other than cash)
not exceeding $20, as long as the
total amount of gifts that the recip-
ient accepts from that source does
not exceed $50 for the year. This
exception is known as the "$20/$50
Rule." 

When exchanging gifts between
DoD personnel, the general rule is
that supervisors may not accept gifts
from subordinates or DoD person-
nel who receive less pay. However,
there are important exceptions that
allow a supervisor to accept gifts
(other than cash) of $10 or less from
a subordinate, on an occasional
basis. These occasions may include
holidays and birthdays, so the rule
allows a subordinate invited to a
social event at a supervisor's resi-
dence to give the supervisor a hospi-
tality gift of the type and value cus-
tomarily given on such an occasion. 

There are no legal restrictions on
gifts given to peers or subordinates;
however, common sense (and good
taste) should still apply. Always
avoid any perceptions of favoritism.

Exchanging gifts with contrac-
tors may only be done on an occa-
sional basis. Remember the $20 rule
as stated above. If you are consider-
ing giving a gift to a contractor, you
should first check with the con-

tracting officer and the contractor,
since many contractors have codes
of ethics that are similar to federal
rules and therefore may preclude
the acceptance of gifts.

DoD personnel may attend
receptions and other events with
free refreshments in a widely-
attended gathering, if the employ-
ee's supervisor determines that the
employee's attendance is in the
agency's best interest. 

Also, DoD employees may
accept invitations (even from con-
tractors) to events that are open to
the public, to all government
employees or all military personnel.
A DoD employee can also accept
invitations to open-houses, parties
and receptions and other personal
hospitality at the residence of subor-
dinates that are customarily provid-
ed on the occasion. 

Finally, a DoD employee may
also accept an invitation from a boss
or co-worker. Understanding that
parties, gatherings, and receptions
are often part of the holidays; please
contact the legal office if you have
questions about holiday parties!

Here are some additional prohib-
ited actions that many federal work-
ers are unaware of:

1. You may not solicit outside
sources for contributions for your
holiday party. This includes funds,
food, and items. 

2. Generally, office parties are
unofficial events, and you may not
use appropriated funds to pay for
them. 

3. You may not use appropriated
funds to purchase and send
Greeting cards. 

The main point is to exercise
common sense, moderation, and
good taste in all gift giving and hol-
iday events. This article is not a sub-
stitute for good advice from an
ethics counselor. If you have specif-
ic questions, please contact the legal
office.

‘Tis the season 
for holiday 

ethics guidance

Hwy 45 North behind Applebee's- Columbus

Malco CINEMA
ONLINE TICKETING @ malco.com

STADIUM SEATING240-0000 w No Passes
THE WARRIORS WAY R

4:40 • 7:25 • 9:45 • Sat. Mat. 1:20
TANGLED 3-D PG

4:05 • 7:10 • 9:25 • Sat. Mat. 1:05
BURLESQUE PG-13

4:20 • 7:20 • 9:55 • Sat. Mat. 1:15
FASTER R

4:35 • 7:30 • 9:45 • Sat. Mat. 1:25 
HARRY POTTER AND THE DEATHLY

HALLOWS Pt. 1 PG-13
3:55 • 7:00 • 10:05 • Sat. Mat. 12:50

UNSTOPPABLE PG-13

4:15 • 7:10 • 9:30 • Sat. Mat. 1:15
MEGAMIND 3-D PG

4:10 • 7:00 • 9:15 • Sat. Mat. 1:00
DUE DATE R

4:30 • 7:20 • 9:30 • Sat. Mat. 1:10

Officers’ Christian Fellowship
www.ocfusa.org

Military Families
matter to us!

A CFC participant — provided as a public service

Family retreats
Pre and post-deployment Bible studies
Family deployment kits
Help coping with deployment

D
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SUNDAY

Bible Study (All Ages)........ 9:15AM

Morning Worship ............ 10:30AM

Evening Worship ............... 6:00PM

WEDNESDAY
6:30PM

Adult Prayer Service and Bible Study,
Preschool and Children Studies

Youth Grow 2gether

East EndEast End
Baptist ChurchBaptist Church

380 Hwy. 50 West, P.O.Box 8480
662.328.5915

www.eastendbc.org

NEW SALEM BAPTIST CHURCH
welcomes you

7086 Wolf Road, 3 miles south of Caledonia, MS
(662) 356-4940

E-mail: newsalembaptist@cableone.net
Web-Site: newsalembaptistcaledonia.com

Bro. David R. Woods, Pastor
SUNDAY MORNINGS

(Beginning Oct. 19): 8:17 am (See Pro. 8:17 KJV) 
Early Worship Service

9:30 am: Sunday School for All Ages
10:30 am: Worship Service

(Children’s Church for ages 4 - 2nd grade)
SUNDAY EVENINGS

(September - May) 4:00 pm: Jr. Varsity & Varsity A.W.A.N.A.
(Jr. Varsity: ages 6,7,8 grades; Varsity: High School)

(September - May) 4:15 pm: Club A.W.A.N.A. 
(for Ages 3 yr. old - 5th Grade)

(June - August) 5:00 pm: Summer Blast for Children
(Ages 3 yr. old - 5th Grade)

(June - August) 5:00 pm: Youth Discipleship Training
5:00 pm: Discipleship Training for Adults

6:00 pm: Worship
7:00 pm: Adult Choir Practice
WEDNESDAY NIGHTS 

@ 6:30 pm
Mission Friends: ages 3 - 5

R.A.s & G.A.s:  1st - 5th Grades
Youth Bible Study: 6th - 12th Grades

Adult Bible Study/Prayer
Nursery is provided for all services.

There’s a Place for you at
Woodland 

Baptist Church
www.woodlandonline.org

3033 Ridge Road • Columbus, MS
327-6689

SUNDAY
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Worship Service 10:30 a.m.
Worship Service 6:00 p.m.

WEDNESDAY
Adult Bible Study 
Youth Worship 
AWANA                 6:30 p.m. 

Pastor: Mike Allred
Music Minister: Randy Comer

Youth Pastor: Matt Long

Photo by Christopher Appoldt

866-VETDOGS
www.VetDogs.org

371 E. Main Street
Smithtown, NY 11787

A CFC participant.
Provided as a public service.

A friend for life...

Guide
dogs

Service
dogs

Therapy
dogs

®

® The government wears many hats.
We put them all in one place.

Looking for one place to get fast answers to your questions about government benefi ts and
services? From Social Security benefits to government jobs to tips on cutting energy costs,
USA.gov has you covered. It’s your official source for all federal, state and local government

information. Now that’s something you can hang your hat on.

A public service message from the U.S. General Services Administration.

Courtesy photo
Staff Sgt. David MacDonald, 14th Security Forces Squadron, and Maci, 14th SFS Military Working
Dog, stand with former President of the United States Jimmy Carter and his wife Rosalyn Nov. 14.
Sergeant MacDonald and Maci took part in supporting the U.S. Secret Service mission. This year,
the 14th SFS has helped support 19 USSS missions, and in the past have protected members of the
Cabinet also.

14th SFS takes part in protecting past and present presidents
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For sale: Great 3/2 brick home just outside of
Caledonia city limits. Open floor plan with 10
ft. ceilings throughout, wood laminate and
ceramic tile flooring, gas fireplace, wood blinds,
laundry room, pantry, large covered patio with
ceiling fans, two-car carport and attached work-
shop, on circle drive. Must sell due to military
move. For photos and contact information,
visit www.fsbo.com, listing #138068. 
For sale: 1,200 sq ft brick home on over two
acres. New central heat and air, new energy
efficient windows, ceramic tile floors and show-
er, remodeled kitchen, two baths. $95,000.
Please call 295-3072 after 5 p.m.

For sale: 1947 Ford Truck, all original “G
Series”.  Flathead six cylinder with three speed
on floor, restored in 2003, runs and looks good,
$7,000. Call 364-3482.

Free: Free piano, some work needed. Must be
able to take away. Call 425-8616.

For sale: Motorized Peg Perego John Deere
Gator, two speeds, 2-5 mph $95.  Windtamer
child ski bib, black, size 4/5, new with tags,
$10.  Columbia child ski bib, black, size 4/5,
$20. Fisher Price snow boots, blue/black, tod-
dler size 9, great condition, $8.  Kamik snow
boots, black, toddler size 10, $8.  MS State
cheerleader outfit, size 4T, excellent condi-
tion, $8.  Call 795-4744.
For sale: Sony FM Stereo/FM-AM Receiver
and Sony Compact Disc Player $100 for both.
Dell All-In-One Printer 948 plus three ink
cartridges $100.
For sale: 52” JVC HI-DLA HDTV, $400.
Michigan Wolverine bean bag chair with
ottoman $50. Call (660) 238-3687.
For sale: Nordic Track elliptical $300.  19
inch flat screen TV $50.  19 inch LCD TV
$100.  Dell mini $125.  Dell laptop $75.  Call
549-1381.
For sale: Magnavox 21 inch color TV with
remote $35. IBM Thinkpad Laptop, 1.8Ghz,
P4, 40g hard drive, 512 ram, DVD-CDRW
drive, USB, Internal WiFi, Laptop Bag,
Windows XP, MS Office Productivity Suite,
Very Nice Cond. Asking $215. Call 386-
6981.
For sale: Over one-hundred-year-old four
drawer dresser with three section mirror.
$400.  Call 327-8315.

BARGAIN LINE

Homes

Miscellaneous

List your item in Silverwings today!

Free

Transportation

The deadline for submitting ads is noon
Monday before the desired publication
date. Ads turned in after the deadline
will run the following week. Ads can be
mailed to or dropped off at the public
affairs office in the 14th Flying Training
Wing Headquarters building, e-mailed to
silverwings@columbus.af.mil or faxed to
434-7009. Calling Ext. 7068 by noon
Monday can extend the run date of ads
already submitted. Silver Wings reserves
the right to limit ads based on content,
space and frequency of requests.
Advertisements for private businesses or
services providing a continuous source of
income may not appear in the Bargain
Line. They may, however, be purchased
through the            Commercial Dispatch,
328-2424.

City of Columbus Christmas Parade/Wassail Fest
The City of Columbus will hold its annual Christmas Parade at 6 p.m.

downtown, followed by the annual Wassail Fest at 7 p.m. tonight.

Foster and Adoption Opportunities
The Mississippi Department of Human Service is in need of foster and adoptive families

in Lowndes Clay County. If you would like to open your heart and home to a child please

contact Penny Peralto in Lowndes County at 329-1101. For adoption contact Karen Ward

in Clay County at 494-8987.

Airman 1st Class Ashley Chatman
49th Fighter Training Squadron 

Job title: Aviation Resource Management Apprentice  

Time at Columbus AFB: One year three months 

Time in Service: One year six months 

Hometown: Brooklyn Center, Minn. 

Career goals: Advance myself as an Airman and soon
as an NCO. 

Family members: Dorothy –Mother, Zachary –Younger
Brother 

Favorite musician: Lyfe Jennings 

Favorite movie: Poetic Justice 

Biggest pet peeve: Lazy and unmotivated people! 

Favorite book: “The Coldest Winter Ever” –Sistah
Soulja 

Inspirations: My mother – she has taught me the
meaning of independence. 

Personal motto: “Give it your all, or give nothing at
all.”

Trail BLAZE’r

Ms. Daisy Jones
Columbus AFB Sexual Assault

Response Coordinator

“Sex Signals,” a lively and realistic
program by Catharsis Productions is set
to entertain and inform Team BLAZE
members about sexual assault prevention
at 10 a.m. and 3 p.m. Dec. 6 at the Kaye
Auditorium.

The presentation begins with a sev-
enty-five minute improvisational play,
portraying different dating situations in a
lighthearted manner. It gradually shifts
to a more serious tone when the actors
show situations where signals are
ignored. Finally, the program ends on an
empowering note with a discussion on

both how to care for a healthy relation-
ship and how to act as an active
bystander when witnessing a situation
that could lead to sexual assault. 

The goal of having this program per-
formed at Columbus AFB is to raise
awareness of sexual assault in a fresh and
attention-grabbing way. “Sex Signals”
has been performed over 400 times in
front of military audiences, with specific
versions designed for each branch of the
military - Air Force, Army, Navy, and
Marine Corps. 

There has been an overwhelmingly
positive response to the “Sex Signals”
program, from young Airmen all the way
up to Michael Dominguez, Principal
Deputy in the Office of the Under

Secretary of Defense.
“I hope that all our military services

consider your program for use at their
installations,” said Secretary Dominguez
of the program. “Few presentations make
the lasting impressions that yours makes.
Thank you for creating such an enter-
taining and thought provoking interven-
tion.”

Attendance of the program is manda-
tory for E-1 through E-6, and O-1
through O-3.

If you would like further information
or have questions or concerns you can
reach the CAFB SARC at 433-1228. In
addition, remember the Sexual Assault
Hotline number 364-0822 if you ever
need to make a report.

“Sex Signals” set to inform, entertain Airmen 

U.S. Air Force photo
Airman 1st Class Ladarian Bradford, 14th Security Forces Squadron and currently deployed overseas, checks a
line badge before allowing access onto the flightline at a base in Southwest Asia Nov. 23.

Deployed Defender Holiday Safety Crossword
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Landings at Columbus Holiday Hours
The Landings at Columbus Office will be

closed on the following days: Dec. 23, Dec. 24
and Dec. 31. Maintenance on-call service will
still be available.

Landing at Columbus tenant eli-
gibility

The Landings at Columbus has entered
into the category C of the Waterfall which
makes the following groups eligible to live in
base housing:

1. All Active Duty Members including sin-
gle and unaccompanied members

2. Federal Civil Service Employees and
their families

3. Retired Uniformed Services member
and their families

4. Retired Civil Service Employees and
their families

5. Permanent Employees of DOD
Contractors

The aforementioned tenants would qualify
to live in our newly renovated Capitol Village.
The homes range in size from three bedrooms
to six bedrooms with 1-2 bathrooms all with a
one car garage.

Air Force Academy Seeks Airmen
The United States Air Force Academy is

currently taking applications from airmen
who are interested in earning a commission.
Maj. Cara Shuttleworth, Admissions Liaison
Officer for the Academy, will give a detailed
briefing about this opportunity on Monday,
Dec. 13at 10:30 am at the Education Services
Center (Bldg 916). Please note only Airmen
who are single with no dependents and
younger than 22 years old are eligible to apply.
If you have any questions contact Major
Shuttleworth 795-4744.

Information Protection Moved
The 14th FTW Information Protection

Office has moved to building 926 Room 125.
Anyone requiring fingerprints, security man-
ager training, safe custodian training, e-
QIP/SIF/JPAS training, classified briefing or
secure room information, ISAG information
or security clearance final processing, please
call Master Sgt. Pender at 434-2603 or Senior
Airman Rosero at 434-2413 to schedule an
appointment.

Adjunct Instructors Needed
Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University

needs instructors for their Master of

Aeronautical Science and Master of Science
in Management degree programs at Columbus
AFB. Email resumes to the ERAU’s Director
of Academics at reginald.boring@erau.edu.

DRMO as a source of supply
Authorized personnel may retrieve proper-

ty that is marked for DRMO Facilities only if
they are still physically located in Base Supply.
For more information, call the Inspection
Section at extension 434-7231 to review the
property, Stock Control at 434-7198 to check
for authorization and Customer Support at
434-7178 to order the property. All other
DRMO processing is done via the Web at:
www.drms.dla.mil.

Do you have a supply problem? 
Do you need status on an item you ordered?

Did you receive the wrong part? The
Customer Support section is the single point
of contact when requiring assistance on supply
related matters. For assistance, you may con-
tact Customer Support at 434-7178.

Attention Supply Customer
If you are looking for that special piece of

equipment or furniture for your office, your
point of contact is the Inspection Section of
Base Supply. Inspection maintains the Last
Look Area, which has used equipment and
furniture turned in from other organizations.
All items in the Last Look Area are available
without charge to your organization. For more
information, contact 434-7233 or 434-7234.

Zero overpricing program-incen-
tive awards

Overpricing is an issue everyone should be
working. All personnel are encouraged to par-
ticipate, and will be rewarded for any tangible
savings resulting from their price challenge.
Monetary awards will be given in accordance
with AFI 38-401, The Air Force Innovative
Development Employee Awareness (IDEA)
Program. Advice and guidance are available
by calling the Customer Support section of
Base Supply, located in Building 158, at 434-
7178.

IDEA Program
The Air Force Innovative Development

through Employee Awareness is looking for
submissions of individual, group, or team ideas
about how the Air Force can accomplish
something more efficiently. Cash rewards for
ideas are possible. Visit
https://ipds.randolph.af.mil or call Tech. Sgt.
Angela Coleman at 434-2388.

Heart Link 
Dec. 9 from 10:45 a.m. to 1 p.m. Spouse

orientation for spouses with less than five
years of Air Force affiliation or those new to
CAFB.

Hearts Apart
Dec. 7 from 4:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. Hearts

Apart social gathering for families of deployed
(over 30 days) or remote personnel.
Information, refreshments, and prizes.
Advance registration required.

Newcomers Orientation 
Dec. 14 from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. For newly

arrived active duty and civilian personnel.
Spouses are encouraged to attend.

Smooth Move
Dec. 15 from 2 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. Valuable

information for relocating. Learn what to
expect from TMO, Housing, Military Pay,
Billeting, Tri-Care, Medical Records, and
A&FRC during your move. Advance registra-
tion required. Must register no later than 10
a.m. the day of the workshop.

Creating a Healthy Marriage 
Dec. 16. From 11 a.m. to noon. Workshop

for learning the myths and stages of marriage.
The keys to creating and maintaining a
healthy marriage. Conducted by the Military
Family Life Consultant, to register call 434-
2790.

Employment Workshop
Workshop on local and base employment

opportunities, held every Wednesday at 1 p.m.

Spouse welcome
For new personnel assigned to CAFB held

every Wednesday from 10 a.m. to 11 a.m. in
the Magnolia Inn lobby. Local information is
presented.

Base News

2010-2011 Pioneer Clubs Program
Pioneer Clubs meets every Wednesday

evening 6 p.m. to 7 p.m. This program is open
to children ages three years through seventh
grade. All are invited to attend. This is an ecu-
menical religious program geared to teach
children about Christ in every aspect of life. A
pot luck dinner will be served each week at 5
p.m. Parents must join their children at din-
ner. For more information, contact Ms. Ida
Hall, 434-2500.

Wednesday Evening Adult Bible
Study

The CAFB Chapel will be holding a vari-
ety of Adult Bible Studies from 6 p.m. to 7:30
p.m. A Pot Luck dinner will be served at 5
p.m. Please bring a side dish or dessert to share
if you are able. Please call the Chapel at 434-
2500 for a list of studies.

Chapel Holiday Schedule
Catholic Services

Dec. 8: Mass for the Immaculate
Conception holy day of obligation, 11:45 a.m.

Dec. 19: Religious Education Christmas
Party, to include children’s church, 3:30 p.m.,

Dec. 25: Christmas Mass and Children’s
Play, 10 a.m.

Protestant Services
Dec. 12: Lessons and Carols, 10:45 a.m.
Dec. 24: Candlelight Service, 7 p.m.

Pioneer Club Schedule
Dec. 8: Christmas Play, 6 p.m.
Dec. 15: Christmas Caroling, 6 p.m.
Pioneer Clubs will resume Jan. 5, 2011.

Protestant Worship Service
Sunday:
9 a.m. — Adult Sunday School
10:45 a.m. — Traditional Worship Service

(Children’s Church)
All are invited to a fellowship luncheon

following the 10:45 a.m. service the fourth
Sunday of each month.

Catholic Services
Thursday
6 p.m. — Choir Practice
Sunday:
3:30 p.m. — Religious Education, grades K-9
3:45 p.m. — Choir Practice
4 p.m. — Confession
5 p.m. — Mass
6 p.m. — RCIA

Baptisms every third Sunday of the month
except Lent and Advent. Call (808) 271-4882
for more information.

Airman and Family 
Readiness Center

(Editor’s note: All activities are offered at the
Airman & Family Readiness Center unless other-
wise specified. For more information about any of
the activities listed, call 434-2790 or email
afrc@columbus.af.mil.)

Chapel Schedule
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• Use the grade of motor oil recommended by your car’s manufacturer. Using different motor oil can lower your
gasoline mileage by 1 percent to 2 percent.

• Keep tires properly inflated and aligned to improve your gasoline mileage by around 3.3 percent. 

• Get regular engine tune-ups and car maintenance checks to avoid fuel economy problems due to worn spark
plugs, dragging brakes, low transmission fluid, or transmission problems.

• Replace clogged air filters to improve gas mileage by as much as 10 percent and protect your engine.

• Combine errands into one trip. Several short trips, each one taken from a cold start, can use twice as much
fuel as one trip covering the same distance when the engine is warm.

Car maintenance energy tips
Airman 1st Class Chase Hedrick

14th Flying Training Wing Public Affairs 

Col. Barre Seguin, 14th Flying Training Wing Commander, brought
together the base’s enlisted core Nov. 29 at Kaye Auditorium for his
second enlisted call. 

During the meeting, which followed the recent Thanksgiving holi-
day, Colonel Seguin conversed with Airmen on how to make the base
better for the mission and the people. 

“I want to personally want to thank you all for making it back safe-
ly to support the mission,” stated Colonel Seguin. 

Colonel Seguin dedicated part of the call to reviewing his guidance,
Develop and Care for Airmen and their Families, Be a Wingman, and
Build Team BLAZE; and his enabling tasks, Empower Leaders at all
Levels, Preserve Mission Assets and Cultivate Community Relations.

Colonel Seguin also stated the wing’s current priority, the upcoming
Unit Compliance Inspection. He stressed focusing on the UCI now,
saying he would open his bag of good ideas after it was finished. 

The stage was turned to, Military Family Life Consultant, for a brief
on the base’s integrated delivery system helping agencies. She reviewed
that many of the base’s offices such as the Airmen and Family
Readiness Center and Mental Health are available as resources for
service members during times of stress. 

“If you see your wingman and you see something out of the norm I
expect you to help and not just chalk it up to Airman Smith having a
bad day.” 

The main portion of the call was dedicated to giving Airmen an
opportunity to take issues and ideas right to Colonel Seguin, as well as
updates and further feedback on issues brought up in the Aug. 16
Enlisted Call. 

Air Force Portal timing out early for some Airfield Management
programs: The issue is known about and being watched on several lev-
els. 14th Flying Training Wing Command Chief Master Sgt. Zefrem
Smith said that he is working with Chief Master Sgt. Philip Kreiser, Air
Education and Training Command’s Airfield Management functional
manager, to resolve the problem here at Columbus Air Force Base. 

Mentoring for new junior NCOs: Attendees were told that senior
leaders have been stepping in to provide more mentoring. BLAZE 56,
the junior NCO professional organization, currently planning mentor-
ing luncheons as well. 

Standard form for pushups and sit ups: Colonel Seguin said he
took his PT test soon after this question was posed and he found no dis-
crepancies with form. He also suggested that those concerned about
their form to go to the Health and Wellness Center to check for the
best way to perform those exercises. 

Commissary opens and closes too early: Colonel Seguin said that
the commissary already serves the base for the maximum allotted hours.
The commissary board is considering shifting times, though previous
attempts did not bring in enough sales to justify the changes. 

Base Exchange doesn’t carry some uniform items: Colonel Seguin
pointed out the recent expansion of the uniform section to carry a
much larger selection. He also told attendees that the Army and Air
Force Exchange Service is bringing out a team to check the base’s
demographics so the Exchange can carry items best suited to the base’s
population. For now items can be ordered by the Exchange or pur-
chased online.

Enlisted call continues flow of
information with senior leaders 

Jim Garamone
American Forces Press

Service

WASHINGTON — The U.S. is
“very committed” to begin drawing
down its forces in Afghanistan in July,
but large numbers will remain, the
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff
said on a televised broadcast Nov. 28.

“We will start drawing down
troops next July,” Navy Admiral Mike
Mullen told Fareed Zacharia, host of
the CNN program, GPS. 

Any drawdown will be based on
conditions on the ground and via a
recommendation from commanders
on the ground. It is too soon to know
the numbers of troops and locations
the drawdown will affect first, he said.

“We’re very committed to begin-
ning the drawdown then,” he said.
“But there will continue to be a large
number of U.S. and allied troops on
the ground in Afghanistan after July
2011.”

Admiral Mullen also said that rec-
onciliation talks with the Taliban
must be done from a position of
strength, and that any talks between
the Taliban and the Afghan govern-
ment right now “are talks about
talks.”

Reconciliation is a very important
process for Afghanistan, Admiral
Mullen said, and when that can hap-
pen, political progress will follow.

“We need to do that from a strong
position, and we’re just not there
right now,” he said. “The Taliban

don’t think they are losing, and the
likelihood that they are going to take
any significant steps with respect to
reconciliation is low.”

Turning to Iran, the chairman
said he believes Iranian officials still
are working to develop and
weaponize nuclear devices, despite
their public words to the contrary.
U.S officials have been thinking
about military options against Iranian
facilities for some time, but “I still
think it is important to focus on the
dialogue, to focus on the engagement,
but do it in a realistic way,” he said.

U.S. officials need to look at Iran
and decide whether the nation is
going to “tell the truth, actually

engage and actually do anything,” he
said. Iran has a history of gamesman-
ship, and American leaders need to
take this under consideration, he
said.

Admiral Mullen also spoke of al-
Qaida in the Arabian Peninsula, say-
ing that the Yemen-based terrorist
group continues to be a problem. The
recent bombs on cargo aircraft
emanated from Yemen, and the group
is actively recruiting members to
attack the U.S., he said.

“This al-Qaida group in Yemen is
trying to kill Americans,” Admiral
Mullen said. “I think that will contin-
ue and we are obligated to address
that threat.”

Mullen: U.S. drawdown in Afghanistan to begin in July

DOD photo/Navy Petty Officer 1st Class Chad J. McNeeley
CNN’s Fareed Zakaria interviews U.S. Navy Adm. Mike Mullen, the

Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, Nov. 24, 2010, in New York City.
The program aired Nov. 28. 
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Capt. Erick Saks
455th Air Expeditionary Wing Public Affairs

BAGRAM AIRFIELD, Afghanistan — Police officials
are crediting the quick actions of a security forces Airman here
with saving the life of a former Airman living halfway around
the world.

Senior Airman Jordan Gunterman, a 379th Air
Expeditionary Wing fly-away security team leader, led author-
ities to his the former coworker’s Florida home after he discov-
ered his friend had overdosed on pills in a suicide attempt.

Airman Gunterman was working on homework and com-
municating with his mother through Facebook when he
received a cryptic instant message from a former coworker
who had recently been discharged from the Air Force.

“I want you to know that you are, inside and out, the most
honest guy I have met,” Airman Gunterman’s friend wrote.

The Airmen had become friends several months earlier at
Kadena Air Base, Japan, where they were assigned to the same
unit. 

According to Airman Gunterman, his friend had difficul-
ties after returning from an especially challenging deploy-
ment. 

Since coming home from Afghanistan, his friend had
begun to drink heavily, became violent at times, and eventu-
ally was discharged due to disciplinary issues.

Airman Gunterman was puzzled by his friend’s uncharac-
teristic declaration and he tried to determine the reason for
the unusual behavior. 

When his friend confessed that he ingested a bottle of pills
and had only about an hour left to live, Airman Gunterman
sprang into action. 

“I told him that I loved him like a brother and so do a
bunch of other people,” Airman Gunterman said. “I asked him
why he would want to hurt us.”

After his friend failed to respond, Airman Gunterman
asked his friend for his phone number. His friend sent the
number and asked that he call quickly. Airman Gunterman
could not reach his friend though, so he reached out to a
mutual friend, Senior Airman Phillip Sneed, who was online
in Japan.

“I told him everything, gave him the number, and he said
he would call until (the friend) picked up,” Airman
Gunterman said. “Now that I had some back up, I went to my
chaplain and asked for her help.”

Chaplain (Maj.) Kristina Coppinger, from the 455th
AEW, worked to assist Airman Gunterman in his quest to save
his friend. 

“Senior Airman Gunterman and I had spoken in the past
so he felt comfortable coming to me when he hit a roadblock
in his own efforts to help his friend,” the chaplain said. “I tried
to reach his first sergeant at Kadena to see if he had a home
address, and then, we tried to reach a government relay station
near West Palm Beach, (Fla.,) so that we might call the local
police department. We also tried to find his friend’s stateside
address via the Internet.” 

Realizing his friend was running out of time, Airman
Gunterman checked in with Airman Sneed over the Internet,

who had finally been able to reach their friend over the
phone, but said the friend had since passed out and he could
hear him sleeping. 

“I knew he didn’t have much time, so I got back on the
Internet and searched for anything I could find on my
friend,” Airman Gunterman said. “I found his hometown
news release for graduating basic training, and it gave his
parents names.”

Using search engines, Airman Gunterman found an
address for them. He called the local police, told them the
story and gave them the address. The police dispatched a
patrol car to the house, and Airman Gunterman followed up
with Airman Sneed.

“I told him that help was coming and to keep listening,”
Airman Gunterman said. “About 10 minutes later, Airman
Sneed said he could hear knocking at the door. I told him to
scream as loud as he could because he might be on speaker
phone. Then, he heard the door get knocked down and
heard people asking ‘what pills did you take?’”

Airman Gunterman called the police department again
and was told that his friend was going to be all right. 

“The biggest relief came upon me,” he said. “The con-

troller working the desk told me our friend would have not
lived much longer if it wasn’t for us.”

Chief Master Sgt. Craig Adams, the 455th AEW com-
mand chief, said the Airmen’s actions epitomize the idea of
what it means to be a modern day wingman.

“This is what being an outstanding wingman is all
about,” Chief Adams said. “The tenacious, resilient and
resourceful effort by Airmen Gunterman and Sneed saved
this young man. Their actions show how the younger gener-
ation of Airmen can use new technologies to achieve the
time-honored wingman concept.”

Chaplain Coppinger echoed the chief’s sentiments. 
“I believe Senior Airman Gunterman’s efforts emphasize

the wingman concept because many others would have
given up after hitting multiple roadblocks,” the chaplain
said. “Many would not have even put forth the effort to
begin with. But he chose to get involved and would not give
up until he exhausted every possibility. We could all use a
friend like him.” 

Since the incident, Airman Gunterman’s friend has
received professional assistance. He has stopped drinking,
and the Airman said his friend is doing much better.

Airman saves wingman from halfway around the world

U.S. Air Force photo/Capt. Erick Saks
Senior Airman Jordan Gunterman crouches on the ramp of a Kentucky Air National Guard C-130 Hercules at

Bagram Airfield, Afghanistan. Airman Gunterman is a 379th Air Expeditionary Wing fly-away security team leader. 
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School Age program holiday
camp

The youth center’s school age program
offers a holiday camp for ages 5 to 12, during
the Christmas holidays. Children must be reg-
istered by Dec. 16. Fees are based on total fam-
ily income. For more information, call Terry
Graves at 434-2504.

Worry free Christmas Tree
Travel to the Swedenburg Christmas Tree

Farm to pick out your family tree. We will pick
you up from the base, take you to the farm and
bring you back Dec. 11. At the Farm you can
pick out your tree, ODR folks will cut the tree
down for you and load it on their vehicles to
delivery to your home. ODR will also get the
tree into your home. After Christmas we will
come back and pick up for no extra fee. Cost
is $20 plus the cost of the tree. For more infor-
mation, call 434-2507.

Breakfast with Santa
This annual event is scheduled for 8 to 10

a.m. Dec. 4 at the Youth Center. Cost is $5 per
person if registered by Dec. 1. Its $10 if regis-
tered after that date. Cost includes breakfast,
games, crafts and children’s photo with Santa.
For more information, call the Youth Center
at 434-2504.

Weekday Parents Day Out
The Child Development Center offers this

program for holiday shopping during the week
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Dec. 7, Dec. 9, Dec. 14
and Dec. 16. Cost is $22 per child. Register by
Thursday for a Tuesday stay and by Monday
for a Thursday stay. For more information, call
434-2479.

Holiday Golf Sale
The Whispering Pines Golf Course is hav-

ing a sale on all their Cobra Drivers and fair-
way woods. For more information, call 434-
7932.

Arts and Crafts Center Christmas
Open House

The Arts and Crafts Center is hosting an
open house from 5 to 7 pm. tonight. There
will be refreshments, free ornaments for each
family and a free 4x6 photo with Santa in
front of a sleigh. They offer at least ten gifts for
$25 or less and they will be showcased at the
open house. For more information, call 434-
7836.

Christmas Turkey Shoot No Tap
Bowling Tournament

The Bowling Center offers this fun tourna-
ment starting at 7 p.m. Dec. 10. Entry is $15
per person and includes three games and free
shoe rental. There will be cash prizes and
turkeys given away. For more information, call
434-3426.

Bowling Center New Years Eve
Party

The bowling center offers this end of year
party from 8 p.m. to midnight Dec. 31. Cost is
$50 per couple or $25 per person. Limited to
the first 50 people registered. Advanced tick-
ets sales only. For more information, call 434-
3426.

Dance Away the Decades New
Years Eve Cocktail party

This end of membership drive event starts
at 7 p.m. Dec. 31 at the Columbus Club. Cost
is $80 per couple but it’s free for club members.
This is a semi-formal adult event that features
a live band playing music from the 60’s to
today’s hits. The menu for the evening
includes a carving station with roast beef,
ham, turkey, rolls and condiments. Smoked
side salmon with condiments and crackers,
shrimp cocktail, spinach and artichoke dip,
hot crab dip, tired vegetable tray, brie en
courte with raspberries, chocolate fountain
with pound cake bites, pretzels, marshmallows,
donut holes, bananas, strawberries and pineap-
ple, champagne fountain and at midnight a
breakfast buffet. There will be drawings for
prizes throughout the evening. At midnight
complimentary champagne will be served for
the toast. For more information, call 434-
2490.

Mommie and me crafts classes
Stop by the Arts and Crafts Center to

check out the display of upcoming projects for
both youth and adult. Classes are held
Thursdays at 10:30 a.m., 2:30 p.m. and 4:30
p.m. For more information, call 434-7836.

Squadron DUI-Free Bowling Party
The bowling center is offering a free

squadron bowling party from 1 to 4 p.m.
Monday thru Friday for those squadrons who
have been without a DUI for three months.
Shoe rental, food and beverage charges still
apply. For more information or to reserve the
center, call the Bowling Center at 434-3426.

Join FitFamily! 
Air Force Services family fitness and well-

ness initiative, FitFamily is an integral compo-
nent of the Year of the Air Force Family.
Families can register as a team at
www.USAFFitFamily.com to earn points and
achieve levels for participation in Family Fun
activities, family sports and fitness and family
nutrition. Recognition is provided at each
level to encourage families to continue on the
path of wellness. The FitFamily program
encourages Air Force families to make healthy
lifestyle choices and provides resources and
tips in an effort to promote overall family fit-
ness. For more information, contact the Youth
Center at 434-2504.

Space A lodging
The Magnolia Inn usually has openings for

Space A family and single units. Contact the
lodging desk at 434-2548.

Tickets available
The information, ticket and travel office

has discounted tickets for Disney World,
Universal Studios, Dollywood, Sea World,

Busch Gardens, Six Flags over Georgia, the
Memphis Zoo, Alabama Adventure, the Dixie
Stampede, Geyser Falls, and more. Call 434-
2507 for more information.

Youth Center sponsorship pro-
gram

Moving is hard, but it is also a time to meet
new friends, find new hangout spots, get
involved in fun and different things and go on
trips to interesting places. The Youth
Sponsorship Program at Columbus was creat-
ed by and just for youth. To help make your
transition from your old base on to your new
base, contact the Youth Center and join in the
fun of the youth sponsorship program. For
more information, call 434-2504.

Casino trip
Register at outdoor recreation for this

monthly trip the first Friday of every month to
the Silver Star and Golden Moon casinos.
Cost is $25 and includes transportation and
$25 in player money. Bus leaves at 5:30 p.m.
from the BX parking lot and returns at 1 a.m.
For more information, call 434-2507.

Base families offered a variety of activities
Lt. Col. Kevin Sutton

14th Flying Training Wing Chief of Safety

It has often been said that good common sense isn't that com-
mon; a point I would profoundly argue. In my opinion, all of us
have good common sense, but the application is sometimes less
than common. Let me explain.

Many times, the only factor keeping us from having a major
accident or mishap is pure luck. Many of us have squeaked away
from an "epic fail" moment by the hairs on our chinny-chin-chin
only to say: "whew that was lucky!"

In the post-mortem of said near-"epic fail", we uncover that
maybe we hadn't planned appropriately, or didn't focus our
attention in the direction of greatest import. What I propose to
you this holiday season is the conscious use of good common
sense through the three "P"s: prepare, plan, and perform.

In short, execution of the process is: get your materials togeth-
er, educate yourself on how to properly and safely accomplish the
task, plan the best course of action, and then "Git 'er done!"

If we apply the three "P"s we can dispense with what usually
gets us into trouble...skipping the first two steps and going right
into the performance of a task. For illustrative purposes, I'll use
an example of a fictional Airman Snuffy driving from Columbus
AFB, Miss., to his home of record in Boston, Mass.

First off is preparation, the portion of a task where the proper
materials and "know-how" are garnered to get us from point A to
B in a task. For our seasonal example, that would mean Airman
Snuffy ensures he has the proper equipment such as a mechani-
cally sound automobile with proper cold climate accessories
including operational windshield wipers and all-season tires as
opposed to summer tires which can be used year round in
Columbus (for the most part).

Airman Snuffy would also either obtain some paper maps or
hunt for the best website to get driving directions, and then print
them out. Next, Airman Snuffy should start the planning phase
by determining the best route and developing a game plan for
rest stops. In this case, Airman Snuffy is driving over 23 hours,
so he plans to stop in Knoxville, Tenn., and Andrews AFB, Md.
The planning phase is where he would also think about contin-
gencies such as mechanical failure or inclement weather and
have a winter weather kit available in his car.

Finally, Airman Snuffy gets on the road and performs the task
of driving the route. Although this is the last step of risk mitiga-
tion, his use of common sense doesn't end here. By not texting
while driving, maintaining vigilance while defensively driving,
staying well hydrated and taking frequent rest breaks he increas-
es his chances of successful mission accomplishment.

Additionally, it is vital Airman Snuffy understands this is the
part of the task where he's most vulnerable and he must mitigate
deteriorating environmental conditions such as an increase in
traffic during rush hour or poor weather by taking a break or get-
ting something to eat until the poor weather passes or traffic
eases.

Most importantly, and I'm not sure I can stress this point
enough, it's critical that Airman Snuffy remains engaged at the
task at hand and isn't sleep driving or devoting precious "brain
bytes" to distractions. Failure to focus intently on the task at
hand is the primary cause of accidents and mishaps.

Although this was only an example, the three "P"s can be
used for any task undertaken during the holidays such as frying a
turkey, hanging Christmas lights, or lighting off fireworks.

To summarize: if you prepare with the proper education and
materials, plan appropriately (including contingencies) and
remain focused on the performance of the task, you can mini-
mize those Darwinian "epic fail" moments.

We want everyone to enjoy the holidays and return from the
New Year in one piece with batteries recharged, ready to roar
into UCI battle. With these important points in mind, best wish-
es for a safe and happy holiday season from the 14th Flying
Training Wing Safety office.

Application of common sense key to safety

Jim Garamone
American Forces Press Service

WASHINGTON — Government offi-
cials condemned the publication of hundreds
of thousands of sensitive, classified State
Department cables by WikiLeaks Nov. 28.

The website published the documents
that detail private U.S. diplomatic discussions
with foreign governments. The cables are
candid reports by diplomats, and seen by
themselves, can give an incomplete picture of
the relationship between the U.S. and the
foreign governments, White House officials
said.

The cables are not expressions of policy,
nor do they always shape final policy deci-
sions, officials said. 

“Nevertheless, these cables could compro-
mise private discussions with foreign govern-
ments and opposition leaders, and when the
substance of private conversations is printed
on the front pages of newspapers across the
world, it can deeply impact not only U.S. for-
eign policy interests, but those of our allies
and friends around the world,” said White
House spokesman Robert Gibbs.

“To be clear, such disclosures put at risk
our diplomats, intelligence professionals, and

people around the world who come to the
United States for assistance in promoting
democracy and open government,” he said.

The release of the documents may risk the
lives of diplomats and friends living under
repressive regimes. 

The U.S. stands for responsible, open gov-
ernment at home and around the world, Mr.
Gibbs said.

“This reckless and dangerous action runs
counter to that goal,” he said. “By releasing
stolen and classified documents, WikiLeaks
has put at risk not only the cause of human
rights but also the lives and work of these
individuals. We condemn in the strongest
terms the unauthorized disclosure of classified
documents and sensitive national security
information.”

Today’s posting is the third WikiLeaks
publication of sensitive U.S. documents. The
last publication included military and intelli-
gence reports from Afghanistan, and another
contained similar documents from Iraq.
Newspaper and magazine journalists in the
U.S. and Europe received and reviewed the
documents from WikiLeaks and have written
stories on their content.

Pentagon officials have put in place
methods to minimize such thefts of classified

materials.
The theft of the materials traces to the

lack of sharing of information and intelli-
gence prior to and after the Sept.11, 2001 ter-
rorist attacks, officials said. 

The commission studying the environ-
ment at the time found that agencies weren’t
sharing enough information with each other. 

While stopping short of saying better shar-
ing could have prevented the attacks, the
9/11 Commission pointed this out as a weak-
ness that needed to be closed.

Federal officials responded by working to
push out more information and intelligence
in an effort to strike a balance between the
“need to know” and the need to “share to
win.”

“Departments and agencies have taken
significant steps to reduce those obstacles, and
the work that has been done to date has
resulted in considerable improvement in
information-sharing and increased coopera-
tion across government operations,” Mr.
Whitman said.

The effort backfired in that it made it eas-
ier for individuals or groups inside the process
to steal the information. 

DOD officials said they responded by put-
ting in place policies to prevent such occur-

rences, while still giving information and
intelligence to the people who need it most:
those confronting the realities of terrorism.

Defense Secretary Robert M. Gates
ordered two reviews of information and intel-
ligence sharing in August.

The review called on DOD systems to dis-
able all “write” capability for removable
media on classified computers to mitigate the
risks of personnel moving classified data to
unclassified systems, Mr. Whitman said.

The reviews also direct DOD organiza-
tions to have a limited number of systems
authorized to move data from classified to
unclassified systems, he said.

Officials within DOD organizations are
also implementing two-person handling rules
for moving data from classified to unclassified
systems to ensure proper oversight and reduce
chances of unauthorized release of classified
material, Mr. Whitman said.

DOD officials are also taking a page
from credit card companies which monitor
patterns and detect suspicious or anomalous
behavior. Some 60 percent of DOD’s classi-
fied net is now using a host-based security sys-
tem — an automated way of controlling the
computer system with a capability of monitor-
ing unusual data access or usage.

Officials condemn leaks, detail prevention efforts
Last week’s

answer
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According to the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention, in 2008, seven peo-
ple died and an estimated 7,000 were treated
in emergency departments for fireworks-relat-
ed injuries in the United States. The risk of
fireworks injury was two-and-a-half times as
high for children ages 10–14 as for the gener-
al population. You can protect yourself and
others while using fireworks by following
some simple rules: 

• Leave fireworks to the professionals, the
safest way to enjoy them is to not use con-
sumer fireworks.

• The safest way to enjoy fireworks is to
attend a public display conducted by trained
professionals.

• After the firework display, children
should never pick up fireworks that may be
left over, they may still be active.

•  Did you know the tip of a sparkler burns
at 1,200 degrees Fahrenheit, which is hot
enough to cause third-degree burns and melt
glass?

(This information was provided by the
National Fire Protection Association).

New Year’s Eve Firework Safety:

U.S. Air Force photo/Staff Sgt. Jacob Corbin
Professional fireworks shows, like the 2009 Fireworks on the Water display pictured,
are the safest way to enjoy fireworks. For more information on fireworks safety, visit
www.nfpa.org. 

During 2003-2006, U.S. fire departments
responded to an estimated average of
150,200 home structure fires involving
cooking equipment per year, according to
the NFPA. These fires caused an annual
average of 500 civilian deaths, 4,660 civil-
ian injuries, and $756 million in direct
property damage. Unattended equipment is
the leading cause of cooking fires.

Holiday cooking safety tips:
•  Stay in the kitchen when you are

cooking on the stovetop so you can keep an
eye on the food.

•  Stay in the home when cooking your
turkey and check on it frequently.

•  Keep children away from the stove.
The stove will be hot and kids should stay 3
feet away.

•  Make sure kids stay away from hot
food and liquids. The steam or splash from

vegetables, gravy or coffee could cause seri-
ous burns.

•  Keep the floor clear so you don’t trip
over kids, toys, pocketbooks or bags.

•  Keep knives out of the reach of chil-
dren.

•  Be sure electric cords from an electric
knife, coffee maker, plate warmer or mixer
are not dangling off the counter within easy
reach of a child.

•  Keep matches and utility lighters out
of the reach of children — up high in a
locked cabinet.

•  Never leave children alone in room
with a lit a candle.

•  Make sure your smoke alarms are
working. Test them by pushing the test but-
ton. 

(Information provided by the National Fire
Protection Association).

Holiday Cooking Safety

Courtesy photo
Firefighters from the 15th Civil Engineer Squadron Fire Protection Flight train on a
deserted dwelling at Hickam Air Force Base, Hawaii. Safety officials remind peo-
ple it doesn't take much to turn this training scenario into reality when people don't
pay attention cooking or barbecuing.

Scary fact:  National Fire
Protection Association estimates that
Christmas trees, both natural and arti-
ficial, were the item first ignited in an
estimated average of 250 reported
home structure fires per year during
2003-2007. These fires caused an esti-
mated average of 14 civilian deaths, 26
civilian injuries, and $13.8 million in
direct property damage per year. 

• When buying a live tree, look at
the needles.  If they’re brown or break
easily, choose another tree.  Test for
freshness by bending a few needles in
half.  If the needles snap in two, the
tree is dry…look for a tree with nee-
dles that spring back to their original
shape. 

• When you take your tree home,
put it in a sturdy, non-tip stand filled
with water. 

• Give the tree plenty of water.
Dry trees can catch on fire easily. 

• Make sure the tree is at least 3
feet away from any flame or heat
source. 

• Never put candles on or near
your tree. 

• Put your tree near the electrical
outlet (to prevent tripping).  Do not
block the exit. 

• Before you put the lights on the
tree, look at every bulb.  If the string of
lights does not look perfect, throw the
lights away and get new ones. (consid-
er upgrading to LED which are safer,
last longer, and use less electricity)

• Lights do not last long.  Replace
your lights as soon as you see any signs
of damage. 

• Look on the box for a mark that
says ETL, UL or CSA.  This means the
lights have been tested for safety.

• If infants are present, keep lights
and fragile ornaments out of their
reach

• Read the directions.  Only use as
many strings of lights as it says is safe to
use. 

• When decorating indoors, use
only those lights listed for indoor use.
Unplug all lights, inside and out,
before going to bed or leaving home. 

• Safely get rid of your tree when it
begins dropping needles.  Dried-out
trees are flammable.  They should not
be left inside the home or garage, or
placed against the house. 

• Make sure your home has work-
ing smoke alarms and fire extinguish-
ers. 

• Make sure your family knows
what to do to get outside safely in a
fire.  Practice a family fire drill so your
family and guests know the plan. 

When finding and caring for your
Christmas tree this holiday season, just
remember the word

“STAR”:
• Space: Keep your tree at least 3

feet away from any heat source or
flames such as candles and fireplaces. 

• Turn off the lights when you
leave the room or go to sleep. 

• Add water daily to keep your tree
from drying out too fast. 

• Replace lights when they’re
cracked or the wire is frayed.  Holiday
lights should be replaced about every 3
years. Look for the UL label on the
box so you know they have been test-
ed for safety. 

(Portions of this story originally ran on
the National Fire Protection Association’s
website, www.nfpa.org). 

Christmas Tree Safety:

In 2009 there were close to 31,000 motor vehicle
fatalities in the United States. Protect yourself and
your passengers. Allow extra time to reach your des-
tination during inclement weather. Do not be the
driver who “shuts down the pass.”

While driving in winter conditions, follow these
tips for a safe journey:

• Drive for conditions – slower speeds, slower
acceleration, slower steering, and slower braking in
winter conditions.

• Use your headlights.
• Don’t use cruise control.
• Four and all-wheel drive vehicles will not stop

or steer better in icy conditions.
• Leave extra room between your vehicle and the

vehicle in front of you. And remember, big trucks
take longer to stop.

• Slow down when approaching intersections,
off-ramps, bridges, or shady spots.

• Brush the snow off your vehicle, especially your
lights, before you drive. It makes you more visible plus
snow and ice flying off a vehicle can be dangerous to
other drivers.

• If you find yourself behind a snowplow, stay
behind it until it is safe to pass. Remember that a
snowplow driver has a limited field of vision. Stay
back (15 car lengths) until you’re sure it is safe to pass
or until the plow pulls off the road. 

Recommended Items for a Winter Emergency
Car Kit:

• Jumper cables to restart engine
• Cat litter or sand for tire traction
• Shovel to scrape snow away from tires

• Ice scraper to clear windshield
• Warm clothes gloves, a hat, sturdy boots, warm

jacket and even a change of clothes
• Blankets to keep warm inside the vehicle
• Flashlights and extra batteries for increased vis-

ibility (wind up flashlight/cell phone charger is an
excellent choice)

• First aid kit (also pack necessary medications in
case you are stuck on the road)

• Food pack items containing non perishable
foods such as:  nuts, energy bars, or canned fruit

•Swiss army knife or multi-tool
• Waterproof matches or windproof lighter
• Water - bring enough for each person in your car

and any pets
• Portable AM/FM radio to listen to traffic reports

and emergency messages 
• Bring a fully charged cell phone if you have one

with a list of emergency numbers (don't forget your
phone charger)

• Flares and/or reflective triangle
• Paper towels/toilet paper and can with tight fit-

ting lid (you know what it’s for)
• Try to maintain a full tank of gas, especially

overnight.  It will prevent water condensation/ice in
gas lines.

• Extra baby formula and diapers if you have a
small child

• If you find yourself stranded, be safe and stay in
your car, put on your flashers, call for help and wait
until it arrives.

(This information was provided by the Washington
State Department of Transportation).

Winterize Your Vehicle – Some tips to ensure
your vehicle is ready for the Cold Stuff:

Courtesy photo/ Washington State Department of Transportation
A driver drives his truck on icy conditions in Washington state March 25, 2009. Slower speeds, slow-
er acceleration, slower steering, and slower braking in winter conditions can lead to a safer holi-
day season. 

       




