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Senior          Squadron          
Squadron         Class             Overall        Track Select

37th (11-08) 3.37 days       1.01 days        Sep. 28

41st (11-09)  2.97 days      -0.26 days        Oct. 21

Senior         Squadron    
Squadron           Class            Overall        Graduation
48th (10-15)     3.39 days   1.13 days        Oct. 1
50th (10-15)    -1.05 days      2.39 days        Oct. 1

PH A S E II PH A S E III
Aircraft Required Flown Annual 
T-6 2,455 2,386 34,414
T-1 822 756 11,494
T-38 789 780 11,342
IFF 154 138 2,367

IFF
Senior       Squadron    

Squadron        Class         Overall      Graduation
49th (10-AB) 4.63 days    2.95 days         Oct. 15

Weather

News Briefs

Feature 12
This year’s POW/

MIA Remembrance
Ceremony is featured
this week.

Inside

Today
High: 96, Low: 67

Partly Cloudy

Saturday
High: 92, Low: 66

Isolated T-storms

Fire Prevention Week Open House
This year's Fire Prevention Week Open House will kick off Oct. 2

at 9 a.m. with a parade through base housing by Columbus Air Force
Base fire engines and their local community counterparts. Starting at
10:30 a.m., there will be activities the whole family will enjoy such as
Fire Prevention Trailer tours, bouncy games face painting, prizes for
kids and special guest Sparky the Fire Dog. The fire department will
also demonstrate what they do to protect CAFB and its people with
live aircraft fire and car extrication demonstrations, as well as station
tours.

Blood Drive
Columbus Air Force Base will be hosting a blood drive Sept. 28

from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the chapel parking lot.

Retiree Appreciation Day
Columbus Air Force Base will be holding a retiree appreciation day

at the Columbus Club tomorrow from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. For more infor-
mation please contact (662) 434-2854.

Temporary Street Closure
Simler Blvd from the Main Gate to Pryor Street will be closed one

lane at a time from 8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Tuesday Sept. 28 to remove
the T-37 and T-38 Static display aircraft for maintenance. Traffic will
continue to flow, but at a slower pace.

U.S. Air Force photo/Staff Sgt. Jacob Corbin
Local community Columbus Air Force Base Airmen and local community members watch this year’s POW/MIA
Remembrance Ceremony, Sept. 17 at Columbus AFB’s Smith Plaza, while Commander of Troops and 14th Operations
Group Commander Col. Steven Stater (left), leads a formation of Team BLAZE Airmen. Featured in the foreground are
14th Medical Group Commander Col. Diane Fletcher and 14th Flying Training Wing Command Chief Master Sgt. Zef
Smith. See page 12/13 in the center for the full story and more photos.

Mr. Sonic Johnson
Chief, 14th Flying Training Wing

Public Affairs

On Tuesday, Oct. 5 and Wednesday
Oct. 6, Columbus Air Force Base will
execute a large-scale exercise that will
impact most areas of the base. As a

courtesy, wing leaders wanted to inform
the base population of the exercise and
are asking for patience and vigilance
during the exercise period.

During this exercise, a gunman will
simulate the random shooting of over a
dozen people on base and is designed to

measure how the base reacts, responds
and recover during a shooting. “This
exercise will further prepare the base to
handle a random shooting with a large
number of casualties,” said Lieutenant
Colonel Art Dunn, Chief, Exercise
Evaluation Team for Columbus AFB.

Base prepares for major exercise

See EXERCISE, Page 2
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Return Service:
The Commercial

Dispatch
P.O. Box 516

Columbus, MS
39703

www.columbusfamilyhousing.com

662.434.8213

�e Landings at Columbus
We have short-term lease available

Our community is now open to National Guard, Reserve,
Unaccompanied Service Members, Retired Military, Civil 
Service & Retired Civil Service, Permanent Employees of 

DoD contractors (limited to US Citizens)
• 3, 4 & 5 Bedroom Homes
• Walk to Work
• Close to the BX
• No Security Deposit 
• No Pet Deposit 
• No Application Fee
• No Utility Bills 
• Free Lawn Care 
• Free Trash Pickup

Call 
for

Specials!

St. David’s at Mayhew
Anglican Catholic Church

www.stdavidsmayhew.com
Sunday Service • 10:00 a.m. • 549 Mayhew Rd., Mayhew, MS

For information call 662-312-5366 or 662-386-8481
TheThe Rev. Fr. Muse Davis, Priest in Charge • The Rev. Mr. Rick Jones, Deacon

Following the faith of the undivided Church in orthodox Anglican Form - 1928 BCP

English Second Language 
Classes (ESL)

662-364-4250

Now Available
Private Tutoring in your home 

or mine (on or off Base)
Morning or Afternoon

2 days per week
Beginners thru Intermediate
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HOUSE FOR RENT
$1,375 a month

2608 Puckett Parkway
Contact

662-574-9599
© The Dispatch

FOR RENT:Home in Historic 
Southside Columbus

(523 3rd Street South)
2 bedroom/2 bath, living room, 

dining room, sun/breakfast room, and 
modern kitchen.

Call 328-6850(h) or 251-6850(c).

Refrigerator/AC/TV
Recliner/Table-Chair Set

Mattress/Chest of Drawers
Afternoons, 1903 Main

341-9771
Rock-n-Roll Thrift Shop ©

 Th
e D

isp
atc

h

Lemon Grass Oriental FoodsLemon Grass Oriental Foods
153 Priscella Circle (off Mike Parra Road)

Columbus, MS 39705 • Phone 434-9324 or 253-5125

Open Monday-Saturday 9:30am-6pm

Here to Serve You • Come See Us FirstHere to Serve You •  Come See Us First

PRE-IFS Flight Training!
Gain an advantage with specialized introductory fl ights. 

Fly with former IFS instructors
•ATP Guaranteed Price-Use your GI Bill
•Spouse Orientation Program
•Spouse C-172 Solo Program
www.accessibleaviation.com

(662) 574-9157

1913 Hwy. 45 N. Columbus, MS

Military Discount

20% Off
with photo ID

Offer may not be combined with any other offer or discount.

The graduation speaker is Retired Lt. Gen. Garry Trexler, former 14th Flying Training Wing commander.

       



    

SILVER WINGS 

How to reach us
14th Flying Training Wing Public Affairs

495 Harpe Blvd., Suite 186
Columbus AFB, MS 39710

Commercial: (662) 434-7068
DSN: 742-7068

Fax: (662) 434-7009
E-mail: silverwings@columbus.af.mil

Editorial Staff
Col. Barre “Heat” Seguin
14th Flying Training Wing

Wing Commander

Mr. Rick Johnson
Public Affairs Chief

Staff Sgt. Jacob Corbin
Editor

Staff Sgt. Bryan Franks
NCOIC

Airman 1st Class Chase Hedrick
Staff Writer

Mr. Matt Garner
Layout Designer

Submission Deadline
The deadline for submitting copy for next
week’s SILVER WINGS is noon Monday.

Articles may be dropped off at the public affairs
office or e-mailed. 

Published by the Commercial Dispatch Publishing Company,
Inc., a private firm in no way connected with the U.S. Air Force,
under exclusive written contract with the 14th Flying Training
Wing. 

This commercial enterprise Air Force newspaper is an author-
ized publication for members of the U.S. military services. 

Contents of the  SILVER WINGS are not necessarily the offi-
cial views of, or endorsed by, the U.S. government, the
Department of Defense or the Department of the Air Force.

The appearance of advertising in this publication does not con-
stitute endorsement by the DOD, the Department of the Air
Force or Service Publications, Inc., of the products or services
advertised. 

Everything advertised in this publication shall be made available
for purchase, use or patronage without regard to race, color, reli-
gion, sex, national origin, age, marital status, physical handicap,
political affiliation or any other non-merit factor of the purchaser,
user or patron.

Editorial content is edited, prepared and provided by the 14th
Flying Training Wing Public Affairs Office of Columbus AFB,
Miss. 

The  SILVER WINGS staff reserves the right to edit or rewrite
all copy submitted when necessary. All photos are U.S. Air Force
photos unless otherwise stated.

Submit all advertising to the Columbus, Miss., Commercial
Dispatch advertising department one week prior to desired publi-
cation date. The advertising department can be reached at (662)
328-2427.
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14th Flying
Training Wing 

deployed
As of press time, 78 BLAZE TEAM members are depl-

oyed worldwide. Remember to support the Airmen and their
families while they are away.

At the start of the exercise, the
entire base will come to a halt as
Airmen, civilians, visitors, contractors
and even aircrews will stop work and
seek shelter. Through various commu-
nication methods including AtHoc,
email and the Giant Voice speakers,
members will be directed to implement
Lockdown procedures. Critical to the
success of the exercise is the whole
base’s participation, except for one or
two exemptions.  

Also during the initial phase, all of
the base gates will be closed for a

lengthy period sometime between 9
a.m. and noon on Tuesday, Oct. 5.
There will be no routine medical
appointments available during the exer-
cise. Personnel and Chapel functions
will only be available for emergencies. 

As part of this exercise, Columbus
AFB to interact with most local and
regional emergency responders to high-
light what went well and identify areas
needing improvement. “This exercise
will allow us to evaluate many of our
Letters of Agreements and
Memorandums of Understanding with
local supporting agencies,” added Col.
Dunn.  “It will be advantageous to all of
us to measure our capabilities and

improve our practices during crisis
events.”  

According to Col George Ross, 14
FTW Vice Commander, “this
Headquarters Air Education and
Training Command directed exercise
includes senior AETC personnel who
will monitor our response and recovery
to this simulated shooting incident.”  

Next weeks’ Silver Wings newspaper
will have more detailed information
and guidance regarding personal actions
during a shooting crisis.  

The advance exercise notice and
advice is clear from base officials:  if you
can, please do not conduct routine busi-
ness on Columbus AFB on Oct 5 and 6. 

EXERCISE
(Continued from Page 1)

2233SILVER WINGS
Sept. 24, 2010

4 9/10

27 28 29 2/3 Oct. 11: CAFB
Closed for
Columbus Day
Holiday
Oct 14: Hispanic
Heritage Luncheon
Oct 18: Wing
Retreat
Oct 19: CSC Social
Oct 19: Hearts
Apart
Oct 20: Newcomers
Oct 21: Daedalian’s
Dinner
Oct 21: Track
Select
Oct 21: BX Ribbon
Cutting
Oct 22: Class 11-01
Graduation
Oct 28: Golden
Triangle
Employment Expo
Oct 29: Enlisted
Promotions

Mon Tue Wed Thur Fri Sat/Sun Long Range
Events

130

8OOccttoobb
eerr

Oct 9/10:
Autocross

October 4-8:
Night flying
week

CFC campaign
begins

Enlisted
Promotions, 4
p.m., @ Club

Class 10-15
Graduation, 10
a.m., @ Kaye
Auditorium, grad
speaker: Lt. Gen.
Garry Trexler

Oct 2: Daedalian’s
Fall Scholarship
Golf Tournament

Fire Prevention
Parade, 9 a.m., Base
housing

Fire Prevention
Open House, 10:30
a.m., Fire
Department

Active Shooter
Exercise, all day

Blood Drive, 9
a.m to 4 p.m. @
Chapel

Class 11-08
Track Select,
5p.m., @ Club

BCC Luncheon,
11:30 a.m., @
Club

Class 11-01
Assignment
Night, 5 p.m., 
@ Club

6 75
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WE MAKE MORTGAGE LOANS!
MORTGAGE
MANAGER

CARLA FRANKS

CALL ME AT (662) • 434 • 6052 www.trianglefcu.com

Where we serve our
community 24 hours a day.

1913 Hwy. 45 North • 329-4810

45 Frame, Body 
& Paint Shop

One Person-28 Years Experience
QUALITY COLLISION WORK GUARANTEED!

1.5 miles north of east gate turn-off
662-434-8731

FCC
© Commercial Dispatch

First Christian Church - Columbus
“Dynamic preaching, worship in music, fellowship”

Come join us to worship our Lord

811 North McCrary Road
Columbus, MS 39702-4304

(662) 328-2657

Sunday School - Sunday 9:30am
Morning Worship - Sunday 10:30am
Evening Worship - Sunday 6:00pm
Bible Study - Wednesday 6:00pm

www.fcchurchcolumbus.com

Closet
Semi-Annual Children’sSemi-Annual Children’s 

Consignment Sale & Marketplace
Golden Triangle’sGolden Triangle’s ORIGINALORIGINAL and and LARGESTLARGEST children’s consignment event children’s consignment event

1211 Hwy. 45 North • Columbus, MS1211 Hwy. 45 North • Columbus, MS
at the old Lia Fashions building in The Crossing shopping centerat the old Lia Fashions building in The Crossing shopping center

next to Hallmark • across from Leigh Mallnext to Hallmark • across from Leigh Mall
www.cooperscloset.com • coopersclosetcolumbuswww.cooperscloset.com • coopersclosetcolumbus@@gmail.comgmail.com

Thursday, Oct. 14
10am-7pm

Consignorskeep up to85%

ConsCons placeplace

50% 
off
Sale

Saturday, Oct. 16
9am-1pm

Friday, Oct. 15
10am-7pm

25% 
off
Sale
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First United 
Methodist Church
602 Main Street • Columbus, MS

Sunday Worship 
8:45 AM: Sanctuary
11:00 AM: Sanctuary

Sunday School
9:45 AM

Sunday Evenings
5:00 PM Vespers & Communion

Please call the church for information on our 
summer activities for children, youth & adults.

Come home to...

662.328.5252 
www.columbusfumc.org

NEW SALEM BAPTIST CHURCH
welcomes you

7086 Wolf Road, 3 miles south of Caledonia, MS
(662) 356-4940

E-mail: newsalembaptist@cableone.net
Web-Site: newsalembaptistcaledonia.com

Bro. David R. Woods, Pastor
SUNDAY MORNINGS

(Beginning Oct. 19): 8:17 am (See Pro. 8:17 KJV) 
Early Worship Service

9:30 am: Sunday School for All Ages
10:30 am: Worship Service

(Children’s Church for ages 4 - 2nd grade)
SUNDAY EVENINGS

(September - May) 4:00 pm: Jr. Varsity & Varsity A.W.A.N.A.
(Jr. Varsity: ages 6,7,8 grades; Varsity: High School)

(September - May) 4:15 pm: Club A.W.A.N.A. 
(for Ages 3 yr. old - 5th Grade)

(June - August) 5:00 pm: Summer Blast for Children
(Ages 3 yr. old - 5th Grade)

(June - August) 5:00 pm: Youth Discipleship Training
5:00 pm: Discipleship Training for Adults

6:00 pm: Worship
7:00 pm: Adult Choir Practice
WEDNESDAY NIGHTS 

@ 6:30 pm
Mission Friends: ages 3 - 5

R.A.s & G.A.s:  1st - 5th Grades
Youth Bible Study: 6th - 12th Grades

Adult Bible Study/Prayer
Nursery is provided for all services.

1.800.899.0089

� � � � � �

Provided as a public service.
a CFC participant
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U.S. Air Force photo/Airman 1st Class Chase Hedrick
Airman 1st Class Eric Salathiel, 14th Communications Squadron knowledge operator technician,
receives a helping of lasagna at the dorm dinner held Sept. 16 in the chapel annex. 

Airmen receive homemade meal at Dorm Dinner

Staff Sgt. Jacob Corbin
14th Flying Training Wing Public Affairs

Retired Lt. Gen.
Garry R. Trexler, former
14th Flying Training
wing commander, will be
the guest speaker for
S p e c i a l i z e d
Undergraduate Pilot
Training Class 10-15’s
graduation ceremony
Oct. 1 at 10 a.m. in the
Kaye Auditorium.

Prior to his retirement
in 2007, General Trexler
was Deputy Commander,
United Nations
Command; Deputy
Commander, U.S. Forces
Korea; Commander, Air
Component Command,
Republic of Korea, and
Commander, 7th Air
Force, Pacific Air Forces,
Osan Air Base, South
Korea. He was also the

U.S. representative to the joint Committee established by the United States
and Republic of Korea for the Status of Forces Agreement. 

General Trexler was commissioned a second lieutenant through Officer
Training School in 1971. He is a 1970 graduate of the University of Missouri
at Rolla where he earned a Bachelor of Science degree in civil engineering.
In 1977, he earned a Master of Science degree in engineering management
through the Air Force Institute of Technology. He has been an instructor
pilot as well as standardization and evaluation pilot in fighter and trainer air-
craft. 

His commands include the 325th Operations Group at Tyndall AFB, Fla.,
the 14th Flying Training Wing at Columbus AFB, Miss., and the 12th Flying
Training Wing at Randolph AFB, Texas. The general planned and executed
air strikes as the Deputy Commander, 5th Allied Tactical Air Forces in
NATO's southern region while stationed at Dal Molin Air Base, Vicenza,
Italy, during Operation Allied Force, where he served as Combined Forces
Deputy Air Component Commander operating out of the Combined Air
Operations Center. 

General Trexler's staff assignments have been a mix of operational, joint
and combined duties. He has served at NATO, the Office of the Secretary of
Defense, the Joint Chiefs of Staff, Headquarters U.S. Air Force, Air Combat
Command, U.S. Air Forces in Europe, Pacific Air Forces Command, Air
Education and Training Command and Air Force Logistics Command. He
was most recently Director of Air and Space Operations, Headquarters
Pacific Air Forces. The general is a command pilot with more than 3,000
hours in eight different aircraft.

Former 14th FTW/CC
to speak at Class
10-15 graduation

Retired Lt. Gen. Garry R. Trexler, former 14th
Flying Training Wing commander.

Softball scores for Sept. 21

GAME 1

14th MDG 7

14th CES 16 WINNER

GAME 2

14th SFS 13 WINNER

14th OSS 3

GAME 3

37th/41st FTS 9

49th/50th FTS 20 WINNER

FASHION APPAREL
1540 Gardner Blvd. • Columbus • 327-3146

Open Friday • Saturday • Sunday
10am-6pm 10am-3pm 1pm-5pm

We Accept Visa, 
MasterCard & Discover
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75%

82%
Retail
OFF

Children’s Fall & 
Winter Clothing 
& Shoes

Inventory 
reduction sale

Ladies & Men’s
Fall & Winter 

Clothing & Shoes

OFF
RetailRetail

RestockingRestocking 
daily!daily!

RestockingRestocking 
daily!daily!

SUNDAY

Bible Study (All Ages)........ 9:15AM

Morning Worship ............ 10:30AM

Evening Worship ............... 6:00PM

WEDNESDAY
6:30PM

Adult Prayer Service and Bible Study,
Preschool and Children Studies

Youth Grow 2gether

East EndEast End
Baptist ChurchBaptist Church

380 Hwy. 50 West, P.O.Box 8480
662.328.5915

www.eastendbc.org

There’s a Place for you at
Woodland 

Baptist Church
www.woodlandonline.org

3033 Ridge Road • Columbus, MS
327-6689

SUNDAY
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Worship Service 10:30 a.m.
Worship Service 6:00 p.m.

WEDNESDAY
Adult Bible Study 
Youth Worship 
AWANA                 6:30 p.m. 

Pastor: Mike Allred
Music Minister: Randy Comer

Youth Pastor: Matt Long Hwy 45 North behind Applebee's- Columbus

Malco CINEMA
ONLINE TICKETING @ malco.com

STADIUM SEATING240-0000 w No Passes
LEGEND OF THE GUARDIANS:
OWLS OF GA HOOLE-3D PG

4:00 • 7:05 • 9:25 • Sat. Mat. 1:05
WALL STREET:MONEY NEVER SLEEPS PG13

4:10 • 7:10 • 10:00 • Sat. Mat. 1:15
YOU AGAIN PG

4:35 • 7:25 • 9:50 • Sat. Mat. 1:25
ALPHA AND OMEGA 3-D PG13

4:05 • 7:00 • 9:10 • Sat. Mat. 1:00
THE TOWN R

4:30 • 7:20 • 10:00 • Sat. Mat. 1:20
DEVIL PG13

4:40 • 7:30 • 9:30 • Sat. Mat. 1:35
EASY A PG13

4:15 • 7:10 • 9:20• Sat. Mat. 1:10
RESIDENT EVIL:
AFTERLIFE 3-D R

4:40 • 7:25 • 9:45 • Sat. Mat. 1:05

Photo by Christopher Appoldt

866-VETDOGS
www.VetDogs.org

371 E. Main Street
Smithtown, NY 11787

A CFC participant.
Provided as a public service.

A friend for life...

Guide
dogs

Service
dogs

Therapy
dogs

®

®

The government wears many hats.
We put them all in one place.

Looking for one place to get fast answers to your questions about
government benefits and services? USA.gov is your offi cial source
for all federal, state and local government information. Now that’s

something you can hang your hat on.

371 East Jericho Turnpike
Smithtown,  NY 11787

1-800-548-4337
www.guidedog.org

a CFC participant Provided as a public service
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For sale: Great 3/2 brick home just
outside of Caledonia city limits. Open
floor plan with 10 ft. ceilings through-
out, wood laminate and ceramic tile
flooring, gas fireplace, wood blinds,
laundry room, pantry, large covered
patio w/ceiling fans, two-car carport
w/attached workshop, on circle drive.
Must sell due to military move. For
photos and contact information, visit
www.fsbo.com, listing #138068. 
For sale: Beautiful home situated on
3.8 acres in New Hope.
Approximately 2,800 sq. ft., 13 rooms
to include three bedrooms, bonus
room, living room, office, huge den/ in

laws quarters, two and one-half bath-
rooms, whirlpool tub. Approximately
one acre of fenced yard with large
wired shop. Call 240-0226.
For sale: 994 Merry Valley. Gorgeous
wooded one acre lot. 1,900 sq. ft.
Three bedrooms, two full baths, large
open kitchen with abundant storage,
large master bath, spacious bedrooms,
ceramic tile kitchen and bathrooms,
fireplace, built in microwave and
attached garage. $149,900. Call 386-
9750.
For sale: 14’ by 60’ 2 bedroom, one
bath Model Frontier mobile home.
$4,200. Call 329-1843.
For sale: 2005 Clayton mobile home,
14 X 56, two bedrooms, one bath, all
electric. $17,000, call 251-5990.
Land for sale: 2.1 acres on Wood
Road in Caledonia. Ready to build!
Call 356-6844 after 6 pm.

For sale: 2007 Honda Odyssey AXL
van, new tires, XM radio, leather,
heated seats. Excellent condition,
many extras, 57,500 miles, under war-
ranty. $20,995. Call 356-4511 after 4
p.m.
For sale: 2003 Sea Doo GTX-4 Super
Charged 185 HP 3 person jet ski with
trailer. Just fully serviced by Sea Doo
dealer, ready to go. Seats three, pulls
wakeboards, tubes and houseboats.
$4,200, (859) 248-1428.
For sale: Powered Paraglider (15-20
HP), solo 210 motor, two wings

included, electric starter, $2,700.
Please call (859) 248-1428.
For sale: 2007 Prius, 66,000 miles,
selling for $13,500. Call (707) 386-
7304 or (707) 803-0569.
For sale: 1987 Ford Escort, automatic,
good condition, new tires, some
engine work done, A/C works but
needs recharging, as is, $1,000 or best
offer. Call 251-1413.
For sale: 2003 Ford Sport Trac XLT,
63,400 miles, 4.0 V6, five speed auto-
matic. Tilt, cruise control, AM/FM
CD cassette, driving lights, grill guard,
electric windows, electric door locks,
electric rear window, keyless entry,
power driver’s seat, outside tempera-
ture and compass, tires have 6,000
miles and were just balanced and
rotated. Recent oil change and air fil-
ter. $10,500 or take up payments at
Credit Union. 549-6867.
For sale: 2007 Yamaha R6, 2,500
miles, black, full LEO exhaust. $7,000
or best offer. Call (808) 221-2005
For sale: 2005 Triumph Rocket III,
black with lots of extras! 7,400 miles.
Excellent condition. $9500 to $8950
or best offer. Call (808) 221-2005.
For sale: 2000 BMW R1200C, cruiser,
black w/ pinstripes. 11,700 miles.
Recently serviced. Excellent
Condition. $6,450 or best offer. Call
(808) 221-2005.

For sale: HP Pavilion Slimline
Desktop Computer with Windows

Vista Premium, 1 GB Intel Pentium
Dual Core processor, 160GB hard
drive, DVD+/R/RW. Loaded with
additional software i.e. photo package,
Norton, 22 inch LCD monitor.
Internet ready. $495 or best offer.
Please call 327-1205.
For sale: 12’ Flat bottom jon boat,
$100. Green recliner, $20. Quick Set
18’x48” pool w/filter, pump, HD lad-
der, etc. $100 for all. Call 251-1415.
For sale: Day Bed. Brand new.
Beautiful decorative dark wood.
Bedspread and shams included. $200.
Call 312-7501.
For sale: Chaise lounge, beige
microfiber, excellent condition, $125.
Sofa, pillow-back, light blue and beige
plaid, excellent condition, $150. Call
329-4615 and leave a message.
For sale: Whirlpool washer and dryer
set approximately five years old. Great
condition and large capacity. $300 for
the set. Call 329-5043.
For sale: French provincial dining set
with eight chairs and china cabinet
$200. Solid wood end tables $10 each.
Drop leaf table, $15. Antique steel full
size bed $30. Antique dresser $35.
Pressboard bookshelves $10 each. Side
chairs $15 each. Durapella couch $250
and matching loveseat $150.
Treadmill $100. Fifty five gallon
aquarium with stand $100. Wall oven
$30. Lay-in electric/glass cooktop $30.
Dishwasher, $30. Call 549-8137 or
549-8180.
For sale: 21 in. RCA TV in like new
condition $35. Nice foosball table.

Side wall sustained minor damage
from movers, requires a little wood
work, but it can be as good as new.
The rest of the table is in like new
condition $35. Beautiful red brand
new queen size quilt $20. All prices
negotiable. Call (302) 359-1754.
For sale: Emergency roadside warning
signs. $10. Sharp Carousel II
microwave $20. American camper
back pack. $10. Small fold up vinyl
table. $5. Three way Bissell broom
style vacuum cleaner $10. Regal
Electric 12 cup coffee maker $10.
Stove top griddle, non-stick $5. Please
call 327-1205.
For sale: Portable hot tub. Seats four
adults. $3,500. Call 329-1843.

Wanted: 38 Cal revolver. 9 MM semi-
automatic pistol. Must be in excellent
condition. Call 329-1843.

Garage sale: Humphries Cove and
Point Harbor neighborhood garage
sale Oct. 2, 7 a.m. to noon. Take
Highway 50 West towards West Point,
and go over the Tombigbee River
Bridge. First and second left for
Humphries Cove. Multiple homes
involved. Furniture, books, clothes,
motorcycles, cars, and more.

BARGAIN LINE

Homes

Miscellaneous

Saturday Yard Sales

Wanted

Transportation

The deadline for submitting ads
is noon Monday before the
desired publication date. Ads
turned in after the deadline will
run the following week. Ads can
be mailed to or dropped off at the
public affairs office in the 14th
Flying Training Wing
Headquarters building, e-mailed
to silverwings@columbus.af.mil
or faxed to 434-7009. Calling
Ext. 7068 by noon Monday can
extend the run date of ads already
submitted. Silver Wings reserves
the right to limit ads based on
content, space and frequency of
requests. Advertisements for pri-
vate businesses or services provid-
ing a continuous source of income
may not appear in the Bargain
Line. They may, however, be
purchased through the
Commercial Dispatch,
328-2424.

Friends of the Library
Dr. Tom Richardson, MUW’s Dean of Arts and

Sciences, wraps up the Friends of the Library’s
September series with a look at the upcoming Oct.
21 to 23 “Eudora Welty Writers’ Symposium.”  He
will preview the line-up of 12 visiting southern writ-
ers. Bring your lunch at 11:30; iced tea provided.  Or
join friends from noon to 1:00 p.m. for the program
at the Columbus-Lowndes Public Library at 314
Seventh Street North.  For more information con-
tact the library at 329-5300.

Columbus-Lowndes Humane Society
seeking volunteers

The Columbus-Lowndes Humane Society is
seeking volunteers and foster homes. We are a non-
profit and we depend on donations to operate. If you

would like to help volunteer, foster, or donate;
please call 327-3107.

Foster and Adoption Opportunities
The Mississippi Department of Human Service

is in need of foster and adoptive families in Lowndes
Clay County. If you would like to open your heart
and home to a child please contact Penny Peralto in
Lowndes County at 329-1101. For adoption contact
Karen Ward in Clay County at 494-8987.

Hitching Lot Farmer’s Market 
Open until October. 
Located at 2nd Avenue and 2nd Street North. 
Open Tuesday and Thursdays from 6 until 10

a.m.
Open Saturdays from 7 until 10 a.m.
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Capt. Eric Peterson
BLAZE Soccer Team

The Columbus BLAZE soccer team traveled to San
Antonio, Texas, over Labor Day weekend to compete in the
annual Defender’s Cup Military Soccer Tournament, eventu-
ally taking third place.

The Columbus BLAZE distinguished themselves among
all competitors by taking third place overall behind champi-
ons Eglin AFB, Fla., and runners-up, Fort Sam Houston,
Texas.

This prestigious tournament consisted of 20 military soc-
cer teams from across the globe. In a span of just three days,
each team had to play seven games to take home a trophy 

The BLAZE Soccer Team is proud of their results and had
many notable accomplishments. On their climb to third
place, the team was able to garner the number two ranking
out of group play by defeating both Randolph AFB, Texas, (2-
0) and 2008 champions, Lackland AFB, Texas, (3-1). 

In the first round of elimination play, they put seven goals
in the net and retained a shutout of their rout of Randolph
once again. 

Then in their toughest test yet, they defeated defending
champions Travis AFB, Calif., 3-1, in a match played with
precision. The win was a testament of the many hours of prac-
tice in anticipation for the tournament. 

After this tough win and battling fatigue of playing five
previous games, the team played to earn a spot into the cham-
pionship against the Army’s best team – Ft. Sam Houston. In
a match that saw many momentum changes, the BLAZE had
to keep clawing their way back into the game. With 15 min-
utes left, they put the tying goal into the back of the net to
even the score 2-2. 

However, after the BLAZE missed numerous chances for

the go-ahead goal, Ft. Sam Houston’s star left forward found
a way through one the tournament’s best defenses and dashed
Columbus’ hopes with only three minutes left. The BLAZE
still went home proud bringing home third place and earned
the respect of the other military soccer teams. 

The Columbus BLAZE had their best performance so far
in the tournament and expects even better results next year
as they seek the championship! Please contact Capt. Eric
Peterson if you are interested in playing soccer for the base
team at eric.peterson@columbus.af.mil. 

Base Soccer Team Earns Third Place in
Defender’s Cup Military Soccer Tournament

U.S. Air Force photo
The BLAZE Soccer Team recently traveled to San Antonio, Texas, over Labor Day weekend to compete in the annu-
al Defender’s Cup Military Soccer Tournament. Team members shown in the photo are: Capt Eric Peterson, Kate
Wells, Airman Steve Ferrell, 1st Lt. Matt Downing, 2nd Lt. Richard Nova, Steve Herbert, Capt. Justin Crawford, 2nd Lt.
Geoff Hanson, 2nd Lt. Taylor Giffen, 2nd Lt. Nick Kellenbence, 1st Lt. Chris Brown, 1st Lt. Daniel Trueblood, (bottom
row)-2nd Lt. Jon Kay, 2nd Lt. T.J. Schneider, Capt. Jason Raines, Danny Padilla, 2nd Lt. Nicholas Jacks, and Capt.
Mike Wells. 

Question:
How many days of leave can I carry

over from fiscal year to fiscal year?

Answer:
Unless you have leave accrued under

special leave accrual (SLA) for a deploy-
ment or similar circumstances, the
amount of leave you can carry forward
from fiscal year to fiscal year (Sept. 30) is
75 days. Any balance over 75 days, not
used as of 30 September, will be lost. If

you take leave in September that posts to
your pay account after September, your
September LES will show the leave lost
(provided you were in a use/lose status);
the pay system will correct your use/lose
balance when the leave actually posts.

Example: You will have 78 days of
accrued leave as of Sept. 30 and you take
leave from Sept. 28 to Oct. 5 (eight days
total); therefore, your September LES will
show 3 days leave lost (Cr Bal of 75 days).
Your October LES will show the three

days lost leave returned, plus 2.5 days
earned for October, less the eight days
taken (Cr Bal 72.5).

Please direct any questions concerning
Special Leave Accrual (SLA) to 14th
FSS, Staff Sgt. Christopher Washington,
at 434-2601.

References:
Regulation: AFI 36-3003 Sec B 4.5
Regulation: AFI 36-3003 Sec E 10.0

14th CPTS Finance Customer
Service:

Bldg 730, first floor lobby.

Hours of operation: Monday-Friday,
7:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

14th CPTS Finance Customer Service
e-mail: 14CPTS.FCS@columbus.af.mil

**If you are unable to come during cus-
tomer service hours due to mission require-
ments, please call 434-2705/2095 to sched-
ule an appointment.

Dollars and $ense: Leave Carryover
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Office of Energy Efficiency
and Renewable Energy

U.S. Department of Energy

Transportation accounts for
67 percent of U.S. oil use—
mainly in the form of gasoline.
Luckily, there are plenty of ways
to improve gas mileage.

Driving Tips
• Idling gets you 0 miles per

gallon. The best way to warm up
a vehicle is to drive it. No more
than 30 seconds of idling on win-
ter days is needed. Anything
more simply wastes fuel and
increases emissions.

• Aggressive driving (speed-
ing, rapid acceleration, and hard
braking) wastes gas. It can lower
your highway gas mileage 33 per-
cent and city mileage 5 percent.

• Avoid high speeds. Above
60 mph, gas mileage drops rapid-
ly.

• Clear out your car; extra
weight decreases gas mileage by 1
percent to 2 percent for every
100 pounds.

• Reduce drag by placing
items inside the car or trunk
rather than on roof racks. A roof
rack or carrier provides addition-
al cargo space and may allow you
to buy a smaller car. However, a
loaded roof rack can decrease
your fuel economy by 5 percent
or more.

• Check into telecommuting,
carpooling and public transit to
cut mileage and car maintenance
costs.

Energy
Awareness
– Driving
“green”

Crossword: CAFB Street Names Capt. Dominique Haig
Hispanic Heritage Month POC

Master Sergeant Roy P. Benavidez received
the Medal of Honor from President Ronald
Reagan for heroism while wounded in the
Vietnam War. 

On May 2, 1968, then Staff Sergeant
Benavidez of the Army’s Green Berets was at his
base in Loc Ninh, South Vietnam. It was then
that he heard the “get us out of here” cry over
the radios and “so much shooting, it sounded
like a popcorn machine.” Sergeant Benavidez
boarded a helicopter enroute to rescue the 12-
man Special Forces team. The group of three
Green Berets and nine Montagnard tribesmen
were ambushed by the North Vietnamese inside
Cambodia. 

“When I got on that copter, little did I know
we were going to spend six hours in hell,” he
recalled.

Sergeant Benavidez directed the aircraft to a
clearing and ran toward his fellow troops. While

searching for the team, he was shot in the face,
head, and right leg. Upon arriving he found four
of the men dead and the others wounded. He
managed to drag the survivors aboard the heli-
copter, but the pilot was shot and killed imme-
diately after takeoff causing the helicopter to
crash and burn. 

Sergeant Benavidez then hauled the troops
off the overturned helicopter and spent the next
six hours organizing return fire, calling in air
strikes, administering morphine and water to
the wounded survivors, and recovering classified
documents. During this process, he was shot in
the stomach and thigh, and wounded in the
back by grenade fragments. 

Just as another rescue helicopter arrived,
Sergeant Benavidez was bayoneted by a North
Vietnamese soldier, whom he later killed with a
knife. He shot two additional enemy soldiers as
he dragged the survivors to the helicopter while
under devastating fire. 

Sergeant Benavidez was unable to move or

speak when he finally arrived back at Loc Ninh.
He was pronounced dead and being placed in a
body bag when he managed to spit in the doc-
tor’s face, signaling he was still alive. He was
immediately rushed to Saigon for surgery.

He received the Distinguished Service
Cross later that year and the Medal of Honor on
Feb. 24, 1981. He passed away on Dec. 4, 1998
from complications of diabetes. Over the years,
many have paid tribute to his heroism naming
schools, a National Guard Armory and an Army
Reserve Center after him. He, however, was
adamant that, “the real heroes are the ones who
gave their lives for their country. I don’t like to
be called a hero. I just did what I was trained to
do.”

Hispanic Heritage Month is observed from
Sept. 15 to Oct. 15. Sept. 15 was chosen because
it marks the independence of Costa Rica, El
Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras and Nicaragua.
Mexico and Chile also celebrate their inde-
pendence days in September.

Master Sergeant Roy Benavidez: A real American hero

Shannon Keusch
Pinnacle Community

Director

I wanted to take a moment to
thank you and all of our families
here at the Landings.

In January 2009 we started new
construction development of 145
homes in Magnolia and State
Village, and renovations to 106
homes in Capitol Village. This
process touched every resident in
one form or another. Many families
were eager to move to a newly con-
structed or renovated home while
others were focused on training and
stability at a crucial point in their
careers. “Did You Know” we have
completed all of the new construc-
tion and renovations in all three
villages. In addition to these
improvements our company con-
tinues to focus on the quality and
appearance of the existing homes.
Our improvement efforts have
started in Capitol Village by beauti-
fying the community with exten-
sive landscaping that includes a
complete overhaul to the flower
beds in the front of all of the homes,

red maple trees that will line all of
the cul-de-sacs and other trees that
will line Capitol Avenue. We have
completed 62 yard renovations to
date. In addition, we have pur-
chased new community entrance
signs that emulate the existing sign
at State Village for both Capitol
Village and Magnolia Village.  

We value your opinion and have
heard your voice. In both the new
construction and our existing
neighborhoods, many families
endured landscaping issues
throughout the year. From repairs
to yards as a result of renovations,
utility metering, and cable installa-
tion or for complete landscaping to
the new homes; it remains a high
priority for our team and construc-
tion partners to complete the land-
scaping of all yards and common
areas. When the landscaping is
completed our families can again
return to a normal expectation of a
community that looks great and
welcomes you and your guests. 

“Did you Know” we have signed
a new landscaping contract with
Tidewater Landscaping that is
effective Oct. 1, 2010.? The land-

scaping contract has many new
extras as well as all of the previous
benefits. The greatest reward that
you and your family will recognize is
that you will no longer be responsi-
ble for maintaining your flower
beds. Our new contract has includ-
ed the maintenance of the flower
beds so you will have more time to
spend with your family and friends
enjoying the life you deserve.  

It has been an exciting year with
several resident events from hands
on kids craft activities, ladies night
out where we were able to spoil
some of our spouses, the enjoyment
of watching outdoor and off-site
movies, pet pampering, breakfasts
on the run, free lunches at the
bowling alley, holiday meals, kid
carnivals, Family Feud face-offs and
much more. Every September we
recognize it as “Resident
Appreciation Month” and are ded-
icated to recognizing our Landings
families. We have scheduled many
events throughout the month to
bring our families and our commu-
nity together and certainly hope
that you will be able to attend
many, if not all of the events.

This last year, 2010 was all about
The Year of the Air Force Family. I
am sure that a totally different con-
cept for this campaign was intend-
ed; however my definition of the
Air Force Family this year is all of
you! You have truly accepted the
difficult challenges of Privatized
Housing Development and revital-
ization of our neighborhoods. Many
of our families have done so with
their spouse deployed at a time
when moving was not necessarily
an easy task.  

The end of our construction
project is near; however it is not yet
complete while we await the demo-
lition phase to conclude. Our con-
struction partners will continue to
improve your neighborhood, your
yards and other amenities within
housing. Pinnacle will continue to
add services and features to existing
amenities to improve the quality of
life expected of our families. 

In closing and on behalf of me,
my staff and all of the contractor
partners, we thank each of you for
your service, your patience and for
choosing the Landings as your
home now and in the future.

Pinnacle community director offers thanks to military housing residents
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The Airman’s Creed

I am an American Airman. 
I am a warrior. 

I have answered my nation’s call. 

My mission is to fly, fight, and win. 
I am faithful to a proud heritage, 

Guardian of freedom and justice, 

I am an American Airman: 
Wingman, leader, warrior. 

I will never leave an Airman behind, 

I am faithful to a proud her-

I am an American Airman. 
I am a warrior. 

I have answered my nation’s call. 
I am an American Airman. 

My mission is to fly, fight, and win. 
I am faithful to a proud heritage, 

A tradition of honor, 
And a legacy of valor. 

I am an American Airman, 

Guardian of freedom and justice, 
My nation’s sword and shield, 

Its sentry and avenger. 
I defend my country with my life. 

I am an American Airman: 
Wingman, leader, warrior. 

I will never leave an Airman
behind, 

I will never falter, 
And I will not fail.

The Airman’s Creed
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Housing Asset Management
Office Co-location

The Housing Asset Management Office in-
processing and relocations services have co-
located to 256 State Loop (Landings at
Columbus). The Relocations Services telephone
number is 434-8402.

Education Center Open House
Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University, Saint

Leo University, and East Mississippi Community
College will be conducting an Open House on
Wednesday, Sept. 29 in the Education Center
(Bldg. 916) from 11:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Information will be provided on degree pro-
grams, application procedures, course schedules,
etc.  Education Center staff will also be on hand
to answer questions about military/civilian
Tuition Assistance, Community College of the
Air Force, veterans education benefits, etc.  The
Open House is open to everyone.  Call the 434-
2562 for more information.  

Adjunct Instructors Needed
Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University needs

instructors for their Master of Aeronautical
Science and Master of Science in Management
degree programs at Columbus AFB. Email
resumes to the ERAU’s Director of Academics at
reginald.boring@erau.edu.

Embry-Riddle Aeronautical
University

Columbus AFB classes for ERAU’s Master of
Science in Management and Master of
Aeronautical Science degree programs will
begin Oct. 18. Please contact (901) 507-9969 for
more information.

JPPSO-SAT Relocation
JPPSO-SAT will relocate to Port San

Antonio, Texas on Oct. 7 and will be minimally
manned the month of October. JPPSO recom-
mends that all service members relocating in the
month of October visit their local PPPO (TMO)
no later than 30 days prior to their pickup date
to ensure a smooth personal property move.

Base Thrift Shop
The Base Thrift Shop is open on Tuesdays

and Thursdays from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Consignments till 12 p.m. Please visit the Thrift
Shop for more information on consignments.
Donations are accepted and very much appreci-
ated. They can be dropped off anytime in the
donation shed. The Thrift Shop is non-profit
and all proceeds benefit CAFB Community. It is
located in Bldg/ 345, Imes Street (next to Youth
Center), Phone: 434-2954.

Base News

2010-2011 Pioneer Clubs Program
The CAFB Chapel has begun registration

for the children’s program Pioneer Club. The
program will be held each Wednesday evening
6 p.m. to 7:30p.m. This program is open to
children ages three years through seventh
grade. This is an ecumenical religious program
geared to teach children about Christ in every
aspect of life. A pot luck dinner will be served
each week at 5 p.m. parents must join their
children at dinner.

Wednesday Evening Adult Bible
Study

The CAFB Chapel will be holding a vari-
ety of Adult Bible Studies from 6 p.m. to 7:30
p.m. A Pot Luck dinner will be served at 5
p.m. Please bring a side dish or dessert to share
if you are able. Please call the Chapel at
434-2500 for a list of studies.

Protestant Worship Service
Sunday:
9 a.m. — Adult Sunday School 
10:45 a.m. — Traditional Worship Service

(Children’s Church)
All are invited to a fellowship luncheon

following the 10:45 a.m. service the fourth
Sunday of each month.

Catholic Services
Thursday
6 p.m. — Choir Practice
Sunday:
3:30 p.m. — Religious Education, grades K-9
3:45 p.m. — Choir Practice
4 p.m. — Confession
5 p.m. — Mass 
6 p.m. — RCIA
Baptisms every 3rd Sunday of the month

except Lent and Advent. Call (808) 271-4882
for more information.

Airman and Family 
Readiness Center

(Editor’s note: All activities are offered at the
Airman & Family Readiness Center unless other-
wise specified. For more information about any of
the activities listed, call 434-2790 or email
afrc@columbus.af.mil.)

Chapel Schedule
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Columbus AFB Top 3 Spotlight

Category: NCO

Staff Sgt. Gregory Norris
14 FTW/JA 

Information:
1. Home Town: Sarasota, Fla.
2. Time in the Air Force: 7 years, 2 months
3. Time at Columbus AFB: 11 months
4. Career Short Term Goals: Earn a 5-skill level

in the Paralegal career field
5. Career Long Term Goals: Become a Military

Training Instructor
6. Nominated by: Master Sgt. Alexius Reid
7. Nomination reason: Sergeant Norris is a

true asset to Team BLAZE and the BLAZE JAG
Family! He is a recent re-trainee from the Civil
Engineering Squadron, yet has proven himself to
be a first-rate paralegal as the NCOIC of General
Law. Sergeant Norris drafts powers-of –attorney,
signs wills, reviews fundraiser requests, investigates
claims and makes report of survey recommenda-
tions. As an active member in BLAZE 5/6, he par-
ticipated in the Happy Irby Parkway Clean-Up,
the AAC vs. 5/6 kickball game; and even cooked
and cleaned at this month’s breakfast for the19th

AF Command Chief. Sergeant Norris was hand-
selected to escort a SNCO’s family members dur-
ing a recent retirement ceremony, which made the
event memorable and dignified for all. Finally, he
was the recipient of JA’s highly coveted Vanguard
Leadership Award, in recognition of excellence,
innovation and customer service.

At the end of
each month, the
Columbus AFB
Top 3 will select
two outstanding
BLAZE Team
members, one
NCO and one
Airman, to be

spotlighted in the
last issue of the

month. The men
and women select-

ed for this are
some of the best
and the brightest

at Columbus AFB.
Look to future

issues for more of
your fellow
Airmen!

Category: Airman

Senior Airman Lolita Aguon
14th Flying Training Wing

Information:
1. Home Town: Dededo, Guam
2. Time in the Air Force: 3 years
3. Time at Columbus AFB: 3 years
4. Career Short Term Goals: Making time to

study for the E-5 promotion test. Taking classes to
complete my CCAF and applying those credits
toward my Bachelor of Science degree in Nursing. 

5. Career Long Term Goals: Becoming a
Certified Registered Nurse Anesthetist. Putting
my daughter’s through college. 

6. Nominated by: Master Sgt. Brian Bailey
7. Nomination reason: Airman Aguon is a pro-

fessional, courteous and knowledgeable Airman in
all of her responsibilities. As the CCM Executive,
she is responsible for many 14th FTW programs to
include the wing BTZ board, the enlisted table for
the SUPT graduation and the CCM Shadow pro-
gram. She is the POC for all wing quarterly award
boards and presentations and continuously excels
in all of her duties. She recently co-developed the

itinerary for the 19th AF/CCC visit, which she
was coined for her exceptional support and per-
formance. Additionally, she is an active and
engaged member of the Airmen’s Activity
Counsel as well as a local community servant. She
also partnered with the local community to sup-
port the Mississippi Body walk initiative, leading a
12-member team from the wing to execute this
detail for over 500 local school children. POW/MIA Answers

U.S. Air Force photo/Staff Sgt. Jacob Corbin
Kaye Hayes, wife of 1st Lt. James Hayes, a first assignment instructor pilot with the
41st Flying Training Squadron, listens to information on Mississippi University for
Women programs presented by Cassie Derden, MUW admissions director and
Shelly McNees, MUW, at the Columbus Spouse’s Club Information Fair and Social
Sept. 21 at the Columbus Club. The Columbus Spouse’s Club holds a social or event
each month on the third Tuesday of the month. Their next event will be Oct. 19. 

CSC holds information fair, social

Self-paced Tutorials
Available on MS Office 2007 Suites;

Access, Excel, Outlook, PowerPoint, Word and
Windows Vista. Set your own learning pace at
your AFRC. 

Relocation assistance
Weekly workshop on programs, services and

resources available through the Airman &
Family Readiness Center held every
Wednesday from 9 to 10 a.m. at the AFRC.
Topics of discussion include preparing for a
move, environment/cultural issues or needs,
adaptation and community awareness.

Sponsorship Training 
Sept. 28, from 9 a.m. to 10 a.m. for all Unit

Intro Monitors and Sponsors.  Information on
the importance of a good, effective sponsorship
program and resources available for both Unit
Intro Monitor and Sponsor. To register call
434-2790.  In addition, web-based training is
offered thru the AF Portal, under Bases-Org-
Functional Area TAB, select My Base and look
under Training. A public version of
eSponsorship Application & Training (eSAT)
can be found on the
MilitaryINSTALLATIONS homepage.
http://www.militaryinstallations.dod.mils, in
the Sponsorship article for each installation.

Resume and Cover Letters, 
Oct. 4 from 10 a.m. to 11 a.m. Workshop on

writing resumes and cover letters for employ-
ment.

Golden Triangle Employment
Expo

Oct. 6 from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. will be held at
Pohl Gym, Mississippi University for Women
Campus.

Key Spouse Training
Oct. 7 from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Columbus AFB

squadrons are always looking for energetic
spouses who would like to volunteer and be a
part of the Key Spouse Team. No experience is
required, just a positive attitude and a compas-
sion and commitment to help others. The
Airman & Family Readiness Center provides
initial Key Spouse Training.  To learn more
about your unit’s Key Spouse Program please
contact the A&FRC for details.
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Staff Sgt. Jacob Corbin
14th Flying Training Wing Public Affairs

After over five weeks of hard work, fourteen Airmen
graduated Airman Leadership School in a ceremony Sept.
15 at the Columbus Club. 

The graduates of Airman Leadership Class 10-7 are as
follows: Staff Sgt. Justin Caldwell, 14th Operations Support
Squadron; Staff Sgt. Thomas Golacinski, 14th Security

Forces Squadron; Senior Airman Eugene Brown, 14th OSS;
Senior Airman Michael Durkin, 14th OSS; Senior Airman
Kyle Gould, 37th Flying Training Squadron; Senior Airman
Terrell Hannah, 14th Medical Support Squadron; Senior
Airman Chris Jones, 14th SFS; Senior Airman Chrissta
Koutsovalas, 14th SFS; Senior Airman Richard Leslie, 14th
SFS; Senior Airman James Nelson, 14th OSS; Senior
Airman Gregory Ramirez, 14th Civil Engineering
Squadron; Senior Airman Derek Ramsey, 14th Civil

Engineering Squadron; Senior Airman Katie Smith, 14th
OSS; Senior Airman Hannah Ward, 332nd Recruiting
Squadron.

The award winners for ALS Class 10-7 were:
Airman 1st Class John L. Levitow Award: Senior Airman

Chris Jones, 14th SFS
Leadership Award: Staff Sgt. Justin Caldwell, 14th OSS
Academic Award: Senior Airman Hannah Ward, 332nd RS.

ALS prepares Airmen for the responsibilities of being a
front-line supervisor and is held at Columbus Air Force Base
twice per year. 

ALS Class 10-7 graduates 

Staff Sgt. Justin Caldwell,
14th Operations Support
Squadron
Leadership Award

Staff Sgt. Thomas
Golacinski, 14th Security
Forces Squadron

Senior Airman Eugene
Brown, 14th OSS

Senior Airman Michael
Durkin, 14th OSS

Senior Airman Kyle Gould,
37th Flying Training
Squadron

Senior Airman Terrell
Hannah, 14th Medical
Support Squadron

Senior Airman Chris
Jones, 14th SFS
Airman 1st Class John L. Levitow
Award

Senior Airman Chrissta
Koutsovalas, 14th SFS

Senior Airman Richard
Leslie, 14th SFS

Senior Airman James
Nelson, 14th OSS

Senior Airman Gregory
Ramirez, 14th Civil
Engineering Squadron

Senior Airman Derek
Ramsey, 14th Civil
Engineering Squadron

Senior Airman Katie
Smith, 14th OSS

Senior Airman Hannah
Ward, 332nd Recruiting
Squadron
Academic Award

Visit us online! 
Web page: www.columbus.af.mil

Facebook: www.facebook.com/ColumbusAFB

Twitter: www.twitter.com/Columbus_AFB
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Cosmic Storm Bowling in
September

Bowling Friday and Saturday nights from
7 to 11 p.m. is $12 per person and includes
shoe rental. For more information, call 434-
3426.

Wingman Bowling Special
One customer pays for three games of

bowling and a second person bowls those
three games of bowling free anytime during
open bowling in September. For more infor-
mation, call 434-3426.

September Golf Special
Throughout September, purchase a

green fee before noon, Monday through
Friday, and receive a second green fee free.
Cart fees not included. For more informa-
tion, call 434-7932.

Fall Festival
Specialty beer tasting along with an

oompah band and German finger food buf-
fet in the ballroom from 4 to 8 p.m. Sept. 24
in the Columbus Club. There will also be a
wine tasting and hors d’oeuvres in the
Happy Lounge. The cost is $5 for members
and $15 for nonmembers which includes
the price of the tasting. This is an ADULTS
ONLY Event. 

Norwegian Cruise Line Special
to Alaska

Take a 7 night Alaskan cruise from
Seattle to Ketchikan, Juneau, Skagway,
prince Rupert BC Canada. Ship departs
Aug. 27, 2011. Cost is $881.64 per person
for an inside cabin, $1121.64 for oceanview
and $1501.64 per person for a balcony.
Pricing does include port charges and taxes
and a $75 onboard ship credit but not trans-
portation to Seattle. Fares are cruise only,

per person based on double occupancy.
Rates are subject to availability and can
change without notice. Restrictions may
apply. Contact the Information, Ticket and
Travel Office at 434-7861 or visit
www.aftravelonline.com to make your
reservations.

Royal Caribbean Cruise
Special to Alaska

Take a 7-night Alaskan cruise from
Seattle to Janeau, Skagway, Tracy Arm
Fjord, Victoria, British Columbia and back
to Seattle. Cruise departs June 10, 2011.
Cost is $939.17 per person for an inside
cabin, $1069.17 per person for an ocean
view or $1879.17 for a balcony. Pricing
includes port charges and taxes and $50
onboard ship credit. Prices are per person,
based on double occupancy for cruise only.
Price does not include transportation to
Seattle. Rates are subject to availability and
can change without notice. Restrictions
may apply. Contact the Information, Ticket
and Travel Office at 434-7861 or visit
www.aftravelonline.com to make your
reservations.

Guess Who Contest
National Hispanic Heritage Month

Library Program “Guess Who” Contest –
open to adults and teens ages 13-18. There
will be photos of a dozen or more notable
Hispanic Americans along with a brief bio
of the person and contestants must take
their best guess as to who these people are.
They can use the databases in the library to
research their answers. Entries are due no
later than 7:30 p.m. Sept. 30. Winner will
be announced the first week of October.

NFL tickets
The ITT office has home game tickets

for the New Orleans Saints and the Dallas

Cowboys –For more information about the
tickets and group trips, call 434-7861.
Limited seating/tickets available. 

Tops in Blue 
Tour positions are available with this

special group with auditions open now for
trumpet, bass, video technicians and tech-
nician support stat. The deadline for audi-
tion packages for the 2011 worldwide talent
search is Nov. 5, 2010. The competition
will be held Dec. 5 to 13 at Lackland AFB.
Go to www.topsinblue.com to begin the
application process. 

Mommie and me crafts classes
Stop by the Arts and Crafts Center to

check out the display of upcoming projects
during March for both youth and adult.
Classes are held Thursdays at 10:30 a.m.,
2:30 p.m. and 4:30 p.m. For more informa-
tion, call 434-7836.

Squadron DUI-Free Bowling
Party

The bowling center is offering a free
squadron bowling party from 1 to 4 p.m.
Monday thru Friday for those squadrons
who have been without a DUI for three
months. Shoe rental, food and beverage
charges still apply. For more information or
to reserve the center, call the Bowling
Center at 434-3426.

Join FitFamily! 
Air Force Services family fitness and

wellness initiative, FitFamily is an integral
component of the Year of the Air Force
Family. Families can register as a team at
www.USAFFitFamily.com to earn points
and achieve levels for participation in
Family Fun activities, family sports and fit-
ness and family nutrition. Recognition is
provided at each level to encourage families

to continue on the path of wellness. The
FitFamily program encourages Air Force
families to make healthy lifestyle choices
and provides resources and tips in an effort
to promote overall family fitness. For more
information, contact the Youth Center at
434-2504.

Space A lodging
The Magnolia Inn usually has openings

for Space A family and single units.
Contact the lodging desk at 434-2548.

Tickets available
The information, ticket and travel office

has discounted tickets for Disney World,
Universal Studios, Dollywood, Sea World,
Busch Gardens, Six Flags Over Georgia, the
Memphis Zoo, Alabama Adventure, the
Dixie Stampede, Geyser Falls, and more.
Call 434-2507 for more information.

Youth Center sponsorship pro-
gram

Moving is hard, but it is also a time to
meet new friends, find new hangout spots,
get involved in fun and different things and
go on trips to interesting places. The Youth
Sponsorship Program at Columbus was cre-
ated by and just for youth. To help make
your transition from your old base on to
your new base, contact the Youth Center
and join in the fun of the youth sponsorship
program. For more information, call 434-
2504.

Casino trip
Register at outdoor recreation for this

monthly trip the first Friday of every month
to the Silver Star and Golden Moon casi-
nos. Cost is $25 and includes transportation
and $25 in player money. Bus leaves at 5:30
p.m. from the BX parking lot and returns at
1 a.m. For more information, call 434-2507.

Base families offered a variety of activities
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Visit www.columbus.af.mil to learn about
Columbus AFB agencies and other

important information.

Two Team BLAZE
Airmen selected

for promotion to senior
airman BTZ

Two Team BLAZE Airmen were recently selected
for promotion from E-3 to E-4 below-the-zone. Airman
1st Class Elena Stofle, formerly 14th Flying Training
Wing Judge Advocate's Office and currently assigned
in Germany; and Airman 1st Class Willie Lopez, 14th
Communications Squadron, were selected. 

Airman 1st Class
Elena Stofle

Airman 1st Class 
Willie Lopez

U.S. Air Force photo/Sonic Johnson
Members of the 50th Flying Training Squadron and 49th Fighter Training Squadron powderpuff football teams pre-
pare to square off Sept. 17. The 50th FTS defeated the 49th FTS 6-0.

50th FTS beats 49th FTS in powderpuff football

14th Flying Training Wing 
Public Affairs

Columbus Air Force Base cordially
invites military retirees, spouses, and
their families to Retiree Appreciation
Day on Saturday Sept. 25.

The event starts at the Columbus
Club at 9 a.m. with complementary
activities, information booths and a
base tour.

Lunch will be served at 11 a.m.,
with Col. George Ross, 14th Flying

Training Wing vice commander,
speaking.

At 1 p.m., retiree shopping specials
at the AAFES Base Exchange and
Commissary will commence. In addi-
tion, the Commissary will be holding
a case lot sale.

If you have any questions about
Retiree Appreciation Day, please con-
tact 2nd Lt. Travis Manter at 434-
2854 or stop by the Customer Support
Desk in the new Mission Support
Building. 

CAFB to host Retiree
Appreciation Day

The Silver Wings staff is looking to spotlight and thank members of Team
BLAZE that have been serving their country for an extended period of time. If
you are, or know someone, who has served in some capacity for a total of 40+
years (whether as active duty, reserve, guard, another service, civilian, contrac-
tor or a combination) please contact the Public Affairs office at 434-7068.

Silver Wings looking to spotlight long-serving
Team BLAZE members
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Magnolia Village soil testing to begin

Staff Sgt. Jacob Corbin
14th Flying Training Wing Public Affairs

The command chief for 19th Air Force visited Columbus AFB
Sept. 15 and 16 on her final base visit before heading to her next
assignment at the Pentagon, Washington, D.C.

Command Chief Master Sgt. Bernise Belcer visited Columbus
AFB and spoke to Airmen, giving them advice and mentoring to
helping in their careers and daily life.

Chief Belcer said Airmen at Columbus AFB, and throughout
the Air Force, should focus on their jobs.

“(Airmen at Columbus AFB) should realize they are a part of
shaping the aerial part of our force,” Chief Belcer said. “What we

do here is so important to the mission. They need enlisted
Airmen to do their part of the flying mission. They are an impor-
tant piece of the puzzle.”

The Chief said pilot training at Columbus AFB is an integral
part of our Air Force and it is necessary to continue training the
next generation of the service.

“We are the U.S. Air Force,” she said. “Flying is what we do.
It’s going to continue until we are all gone, and after.”

Chief Belcer said Airmen facing increased ops tempo should
know there are a large number of resources they can reach out to,
if they need.

“The Air Force provides so many different resource to help
you,” she said. “Talk to people that have already deployed, use the

resources and help of our professional agencies.”
She said those deploying need to keep their families informed,

while keeping mission and operational security in mind, and let
them know what it is they will be doing.

“Keep your family involved,” Chief Belcer said. “Help them
understand what you do. Imagination is a whole lot worse than
reality usually.”

In addition, she said it is important to take care of the mission,
but is just as important to take care of oneself. 

“We talk about how important the mission is, how important
taking care of our Airmen is, but where we sometimes fall short is
taking care of ourselves,” she said.

19th AF/CCC visits Columbus AFB

Karen Parrish
American Forces Press Service

WASHINGTON — President Barack
Obama presented the Medal of Honor for con-
spicuous gallantry to the family of an Air Force
chief master sergeant killed in action 42 years
ago in Laos during a ceremony Sept. 21. 

“Today, we present the Medal of Honor to
an American who displayed such gallantry
more than four decades ago: Chief Master Sgt.
Richard L. Etchberger,” the president said at
the White House ceremony. “This medal
reflects the gratitude of an entire nation.”

Chief Etchberger’s brother, Robert, and
sons, Cory Etchberger, Richard Etchberger
and Steve Wilson, attended the ceremony.

The president detailed Chief Etchberger’s
actions as he fought through the night of
March 11, 1968, holding off the enemy, call-
ing in air strikes and loading three fellow ser-
vicemembers into an evacuation helicopter
before he was shot by enemy forces who over-
ran his worksite, a secret radar installation
manned by Air Force technicians disguised as
civilians.

Lima Site 85, set above the clouds on a

steep mountaintop in nominally neutral Laos
housed a radio transmitter, later upgraded to a
radar installation, dedicated to directing U.S.
air-to-ground bombing in North Vietnam
from 1966 to 1968. The battle at Lima Site 85
resulted in the largest Air Force ground com-
bat loss of the Vietnam War.

“Of those 19 men on the mountain that
night, only seven made it out alive,” President
Obama said. “Three of them owed their lives

to the actions of Dick Etchberger.”
During a “small, private” Pentagon ceremo-

ny in the winter of 1968, Chief Etchberger’s
wife, Catherine, and sons were presented with
an Air Force Cross, President Obama said, but
public awareness of Chief Etchberger’s actions
didn’t occur until Air Force officials declassi-
fied his mission in 1986.

“That’s when they learned the truth: that
their father had given his life, not in Vietnam,
but in neighboring Laos,” the president said.
“That’s when they began to learn the true
measure of their father’s heroism.”

President Obama said when their father’s
mission was declassified, Chief Etchberger’s
sons learned that their mother had known the
whole story all along, but had been sworn to
secrecy.

“She kept that promise, to her husband and
her country, all those years, not even telling
her own sons,” the president said. “So today is
also a tribute to Catherine Etchberger, and a
reminder of the extraordinary sacrifices that
our military spouses make on behalf of our
nation.

“Sadly, Dick’s wife, Catherine, did not live
to see this moment. But Steve, Richard and

Cory, today your nation finally acknowledges,
and fully honors, your father’s bravery,”
President Obama continued, “because even
though it’s been 42 years, it’s never too late to
do the right thing. And it’s never too late to
pay tribute to our Vietnam veterans and their
families.”

President Obama then presented the cased
award to Chief Etchberger’s sons. Chief
Etchberger became only the 14th Airman to
receive the Medal of Honor for actions during
the Vietnam War and only the third enlisted
Airman so honored.

Attendees also included First Lady
Michelle Obama, Vice President Joe Biden,
Defense Secretary Robert M. Gates, Veterans
Affairs Secretary Eric K. Shinseki, Vice
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Marine
Corps Gen. James E. Cartwright, Air Force
Secretary Michael B. Donley, other leaders of
the armed forces, members of Congress, previ-
ous Medal of Honor recipients and friends of
the Etchberger family to honor the man his
son Cory has described as “an ordinary man
who found himself in an extraordinary circum-
stance.” 

President presents posthumous Medal of Honor to hero’s sons

Chief Master Sgt. Richard L. Etchberger

by April Rowden
Air Force Personnel Center Public Affairs Office

RANDOLPH AIR FORCE BASE, Texas — As Air Force
officials work to streamline and expedite the hiring process for
the civilian workforce, they are encouraging hiring managers
to initiate the recruitment process prior to an incumbent’s
departure.

If the position being vacated is already funded, properly
classified and serviced by the Air Force Personnel Center, hir-
ing officials are authorized to submit a Request for Personnel

Action before the current employee has transitioned out of
the position.

The local civilian personnel section can provide guidance
on which agency provides personnel service to the installation
and advise on any concerns with advanced recruiting, such as
priority placement candidates and hiring authorities.

As hiring officials begin the hiring process, they can find
many resources on the AFPC Personnel Services website, such
as procedure guides, staffing information, resource manage-
ment and employee-management relations. Search keyword
“hiring resource center” on the personnel services website for

more information.
Hiring officials who are establishing a new position, revis-

ing a current position or filling existing civilian positions can
also find help in the Standard Core Personnel Document
library on the Air Force Portal. The SCPD library provides
managers, supervisors and personnel specialists with core per-
sonnel documents reflecting work typically found at installa-
tions across the Air Force.

More than 1,000 SCPDs are in the library. The library can
be found on the portal using keyword “SCPD.”

For more information on civilian hiring, visit AFPC’s per-
sonnel services website. Air Force employees may call the 24-
hour Total Force Service Center at 800-525-0102.

Filling civilian vacancies easier with advanced recruiting, online resources
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Trudy Glusenkamp, RD
14th Medical Operations Squadron

Did you know that over 65 million Americans have high
cholesterol levels? 

High blood cholesterol increases the risk of heart disease,
which is the number one cause of death in America. 

To help people lower their risk of heart disease, the
National Cholesterol Education Program has designated
September as National Cholesterol Education Month. The
goals are: Know Your Lipid Levels, Know Your Risk and Give
Yourself Some TLC. 

Know Your Cholesterol Numbers
Cholesterol is a waxy substance produced in our bodies

and found in animal products (meats, dairy products, and ani-
mal fats). The body uses cholesterol to form cell walls and
make hormones, vitamin D, and bile acids. Too much choles-
terol in the blood can build up on artery walls forming
plaques. If the blood vessels of the heart are blocked by
plaque, blood flow to the heart is limited, causing angina
(chest pain). Because plaque is unstable it can break off and
cause a blood clot. A blood clot can block an artery and result
in a heart attack or stroke. 

The four cholesterol numbers you should know are total
cholesterol, LDL cholesterol, HDL cholesterol and triglyc-

erides. LDL cholesterol, known as “lousy” cholesterol, can
build up on artery walls. HDL cholesterol, known as
“healthy” cholesterol, takes cholesterol into the liver, where
it is removed from the body. The recommended lipid levels
are: total less than 200mg/dL, LDL less than 100mg/dL, HDL
40mg/dL or greater for men and 50 mg/dL for women and
triglycerides less than 150 mg/dL.

Know Your Risk
There are several factors that increase the risk of heart dis-

ease. While heredity, age and gender can’t be changed, risk
factors like diet, weight, level of physical activity and smok-
ing can be. Controlling these risk factors can help you
decrease your risk for heart disease. 

Give Yourself Some TLC 
(Therapeutic Lifestyle Changes)

Cholesterol, saturated fat and trans fat can raise LDL cho-
lesterol levels. Cholesterol is found only in animal products
and by itself does not raise blood cholesterol levels as much as
saturated fat. 

But, both are often found in the same foods, such as whole
milk dairy products and high-fat cuts of meat. Saturated fat is
typically solid at room temperature, such as butter, shorten-
ing, or meat fat. It is also found in foods containing palm ker-

nel or coconut oils. 
Look for ‘Saturated Fat’ on food labels and limit your

intake to less than 7 percent of your daily calories. For some-
one who needs 2,000 calories daily, this would be no more
than 15 grams of saturated fat per day. 

As of January 2006, foods must have the amount of trans
fat listed on the food label. Choose foods containing the least
amount of saturated and trans fats. Look for the words short-
ening, hydrogenated or partially hydrogenated vegetable oil;
these indicate the presence of trans fat. 

Soluble fiber lowers LDL cholesterol levels. Aim for 10-25
grams of soluble fiber every day. Rich sources of soluble fiber
are found in most whole grains, fruits and vegetables, oats,
cooked dried beans and dried fruit. 

Engaging in regular cardiovascular activities such as walk-
ing, running, dancing, swimming or bicycling can increase
HDL levels. Regular cardiovascular activity combined with a
lower caloric intake can aid in weight loss, which can also
help achieve desirable LDL cholesterol levels. When starting
a new cardiovascular activity, always start with a lower dura-
tion and intensity and slowly increase over time. Unless a
doctor has advised otherwise, aim for at least 30 minutes of
cardiovascular activity most days of the week. 

For questions or more information on healthy lifestyle
choices, contact the Health and Wellness Center at
434-2477. 

September is National Cholesterol Education Month

First Lt. Adam Irvin
14th Medical Group

The 50th Flying Training Squadron is
teaming up with the 14th Medical Group’s
Laboratory to seek volunteers for the bone
marrow national registry.

The goal is to recruit and register volunteer
bone marrow donors from active-duty, family
members and civil service employees ages 18-
55. 

Participation in the drive does not require
a volunteer to donate marrow. It is simply a
registration process for potential donors.
Registering for possible marrow donation does
not disqualify candidates from flying status.

An estimated 30,000 children and adults in
the United States, more than 500 of them in

the Department of Defense, are diagnosed
each year with leukemia, aplastic
anemia or other fatal blood dis-
eases. For many of these people, a
bone marrow transplant
or peripheral blood stem
cellstransplant is the
only treatment. The
C.W. Bill Young/DoD
Marrow Donor Program
helps treat over 70 life
threatening diseases.

At the registration, oral
swabs will be taken accompa-
nied with some paperwork and
then the samples will be sent to the
center. There, the donor’s Human
Leukocyte Antigen type is identified and the

results are entered into the national bone mar-
row donor registry in Minneapolis,

Minn. The information will remain
in the nationwide database until

the type matches that of some-
one in need of a bone mar-

row or peripheral blood
stem cells transplant.
After a preliminary
match is made, the cen-
ter makes arrangements
for additional tests. If the
test results indicate the
donor is a successful

match, the final decision to
become a bone marrow or PBSC
donor rests with the individual.

If a volunteer donor has the opportunity to

provide a lifesaving match, all testing, medical
fees and travel expenses are paid for by the
program. The procedure will be performed at
either Georgetown University Hospital in
Washington, D.C. or the University of
Maryland Greenbaum Medical Center in
Baltimore, Md.

A 50th FTS Strikin’ Snake’s sister is cur-
rently waiting for a matched donor for a bone
marrow transplant to save her life (she has
Aplastic Anemia). You could be that match.
The squadron with the most volunteers join-
ing the registry will win a trophy.

The laboratory is now accepting donor reg-
istration Monday-Wednesday from 9 a.m.
until 3 p.m. on a walk-in basis. For more infor-
mation, call 1st Lt. Adam Irvin at 434-2123.

Bone Marrow Donor Drive seeks to save lives, help others

Remember to turn off all lights and computer monitors when you are done for the day!
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Randy Putnam

14th FTW/MAQ 

Aircraft Maintenance Quality Assurance
Evaluator 

Time at Columbus AFB: Arrived June 6, 1986 

Time in Service: 20 yrs 3 months 1 day active
duty (Ret SMSgt).  Total QAE time 21 yrs 11
months. 

Hometown: Belleville, Ontario, Canada 

Career goals: Basically the same as the Team
BLAZE Goals 

Family members: Wife (27 yrs) Cindy, Daughter
Amanda (22), son Ryan (20) 

Favorite musician: Angus Young, Stevie Vai,
Chris Rea 

Favorite movie: Jurassic Park 

Biggest pet peeve: Slow drivers in left lane 

Favorite book: “State of Fear” – Michael
Crichton 

Inspirations: My Grandfather, and Colin Powell 

Personal motto: “If it was easy, anybody could
do it.” 

Airman of the Week 

Karen Parrish
American Forces Press Service

WASHINGTON — A House Armed Services Committee panel
heard testimony from Defense Department officials Sept. 21 on the qual-
ity of off-duty servicemember voluntary education opportunities.

During 2010, an estimated 380,000 Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen and
Marines will receive $580 million in DOD tuition-assistance funding for
college programs.

Robert Gordon, the deputy undersecretary of defense for military
community and family policy, stressed to the committee’s oversight and
investigations subcommittee the importance of education opportunities
to the military community.

“Education helps prepare our servicemembers to be ... better thinkers,
better analysts, and better leaders who will continue to make valuable

contributions to our nation,” he said.
Mr. Gordon outlined voluntary education oversight programs already

in place and initiatives to more closely monitor distance-learning pro-
grams.

While maintaining stringent guidelines for post-secondary schools
operating on military installations, he said, the department has institut-
ed a Military Installation Voluntary Education Review, which provides a
third-party, independent review of on-installation programs.

“DOD is proactively taking this approach to quality one step further
to include those programs not on our installations,” Mr. Gordon said. “To
that end, in the future, we will use improved quality criteria to review
programs of those institutions receiving (tuition assistance) dollars that
operate on and off our installations.”

The new policy is in the Federal Register for public review, Mr.
Gordon said.

House reviews quality of military off-duty education

Airman 1st Class
Alessandra N. Hurley

28th Bomb Wing Public Affairs

ELLSWORTH AIR FORCE BASE,
S.D. — Although sexual assault is no laugh-
ing matter, Airmen here found a lightheart-
ed way to learn about it during a free show at
the base theatre Sept. 2.

“Sex Signals", a Sexual Assault Response
Coordinator program production, is a series
of various dating scenes performed by profes-
sional actors who bring realistic scenes to life
and allow Airmen to learn about sexual
assault in a lively and realistic way.

“The scenes are set up in an improvisa-
tional format,” said Shannon Holstein, the
28th Bomb Wing SARC. “The show is basi-
cally a comedy sketch based on audience
interaction.”

Audience participation ranges from
shouting out suggestions of pick-up lines for
actors to use in the skits, to holding up cards
with the word “stop” written on them --
whenever an actor has ignored or misinter-
preted either spoken or nonverbal cues from
the other actor to leave them alone.

“This is not a briefing,” Mrs. Holstein
said. “The actors use crass language when
they speak, to mirror the way people talk
about sex.”

Some Airmen said they were concerned
the show would be boring. They ended up
enjoying the performance by the time it was
through.

“I liked it a lot more than I expected
when I initially heard of the event,” said
Airman 1st Class L Johnston, a 28th
Security Forces Squadron patrolman. “I per-
sonally believe this was quite a productive
way to prevent sexual assault among
Airmen.”

Airman Johnston said the show raised his
awareness to the reality of sexual assault.

“It was mind-opening,” he said. “To be
able to see something live, rather than in a
PowerPoint presentation is a more effective
way of getting the point across. After watch-
ing different possible situations acted out in
front of you, if you ever find yourself in a sit-
uation which seems eerily similar to the one
you witnessed on stage, you can recognize it
and stop yourself before doing something
terribly wrong.”

’Sex Signals’
asks Airmen to

re-examine
sexual cues
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Col. Stephen N. Whiting
21st Space Wing commander

PETERSON AIR FORCE BASE, Colo.
— The Airman’s Creed reminds all Air
Force personnel that we are “faithful to a
proud heritage, a tradition of honor and a
legacy of valor.” On Sept. 18, we have the
opportunity to remember our service’s rich
history and the heroic Airmen who have
gone before us as we celebrate the 63rd
birthday of the United States Air Force as
an independent branch of the Armed
Forces. 

Although the Air Force is very young
compared to our sister services, we have an
amazing history that continues to be dis-
covered even as its legacy is added to by
today’s brave Airmen.

And what a history it has been. With
our roots in the U.S. Army’s early aviation
units, the first military aviators of what
would become the U.S. Air Force were
trained by the Wright brothers themselves.
Within less than 20 years of Orville and
Wilbur’s first flight at Kitty Hawk, N.C., in
1903, the airplane would become an indis-
pensable weapon on the modern battle-
field. 

During World War I, virtually all mod-
ern aviation combat missions would be
conducted in one form or fashion, and
even our modern notions of aviation com-
mand and control were executed by Brig.
Gen. William “Billy” Mitchell, the first of

many iconic figures who dot our history.
In World War II, Army Air Corps

Airmen conducted strategic bombing mis-
sions across Europe while land forces were
being built up to invade the continent,
opening a significant second front on the
Third Reich and diverting resources from
their efforts on the Eastern Front.
Ultimately, these strategic bombing opera-
tions would become a vital part of a mas-
sive joint air-land-sea campaign that ended
the war in Europe, and prevented an inva-
sion from occurring in Japan. 

Additionally, World War II saw the
awe-inspiring service of the Tuskegee
Airmen, who not only took the fight to our
enemies in a gallant and deadly manner,
but also changed our nation forever
through their undying dedication, opti-
mism, and perseverance. All of us as
Airmen can proudly proclaim that we fol-
low in the steps of the “Red Tails.”

In addition to our aviation history, we
also can be proud of the Air Force’s history
in space. 

When Apollo 11 went to the moon,
two Air Force officers were on board,
Colonels Buzz Aldrin and Michael Collins,
along with Neil Armstrong. These three
pioneers would perform one of the greatest
feats in all of human history by going to the
moon, exploring it on foot, and then safely
returning to Earth. 

Along the way, the Air Force would be
at the vanguard of operationalizing space

with our sister services in such a way that
our terrestrial forces could be smaller,
lighter, more lethal, more mobile and more
informed than ever before. 

It is not too strong a statement to say
that the Air Force’s efforts in space have
changed the way America fights its wars.
And we are currently forging an equally
exciting history in cyberspace.

As we remember the remarkable histo-
ry of our service, let’s not forget that all of
these achievements are made possible by
the men and women who have gone before
us. We stand on their shoulders, and we are
amazed at the heights they have lifted us.
So it is especially gratifying when we learn
more about their remarkable exploits under
very difficult and at times deadly condi-
tions.

For example, just within the last few
weeks, White House officials have
announced that the president soon will
present a posthumous Medal of Honor to
Chief Master Sgt. Richard Etchberger.
Chief Etchberger died on March 11, 1968,
in Southeast Asia at a time when neither
his mission, his location nor his heroic
actions could be acknowledged. His mis-
sion, however, was to operate a radar site,
a mission to which the Airmen of the 21st
Space Wing can fully relate. 

But Chief Etchberger’s radar site was in
the country of Laos, and it was used to
guide U.S. bombing operations in
Vietnam. In fact, so great was the secrecy
around this mission, and so great was the
dedication of Chief Etchberger and his fel-
low Airmen, they were actually “dis-

charged” from the Air Force before going
undercover for this mission.

On March 11, 1968, the North
Vietnamese attacked the radar site to shut
down the support it gave to the American
bombing campaign. During the battle, 12
of the 19 personnel at the radar site were
killed, and Chief Etchberger selflessly
tended to the wounded while engaging the
enemy. He then helped to load the wound-
ed onto a rescue helicopter. 

Chief Etchberger was the last person to
board the helicopter, but he subsequently
died when the aircraft was hit by an armor
piercing round, causing him to bleed to
death. Although he was recommended for
the Medal of Honor at the time of his
death, political sensitivities regarding the
nature of the mission in Laos prevented it
from being approved. Fortunately, this
decision will soon be rectified.

The chapter of the Air Force’s history
dealing with ground-based radar operations
during the Vietnam War is not as well
known as other events in our history, but
Chief Etchberger’s story is a telling
reminder of the honor and valor that these
early battlefield Airmen displayed, and the
legacy they have left each and every
Airman today. 

So, on Sept. 18, all of us as Airmen can
justifiably be proud of the heritage we have
inherited; honored to stand on our nation’s
ramparts beside Soldiers, Sailors, Marines
and Coast Guardsmen; and humbled to
walk in the footsteps of great Airmen like
Chief Etchberger. 

Happy birthday to the U.S. Air Force!

Happy birthday, Air Force

DALLAS — When the Army &
Air Force Exchange Service unveils its
new brand at Tinker Air Force Base,
Okla., on Sept. 17, it will usher in a new
era for exchange shoppers far beyond
the plains of Oklahoma. 

The upgrade is happening every-
where the exchange has a presence,
including shoppers’ mailboxes and com-
puters as the website changes to
www.shopmyexchange.com and adver-
tisements, tabloids and catalogs display
a brand new ‘X’ logo. 

“The ‘X’ simplifies the many terms
Army and Air Force Exchanges have
been known as throughout the years,”
said Chief Master Sgt. Jeffry Helm, the

Army & Air Force Exchange Service’s
senior enlisted advisor. “This endeavor
marks the end of post exchange, base
exchange, AAFES, ‘AFEES,’ PX and
BX confusion. Now, the ‘exchange’
stands ready to meet all authorized
shoppers’ needs.” 

“Even though there’s a new look,
customers around the world will still
receive the same competitively-priced
products and tax-free shopping they’ve
come to expect from their exchange
benefit,” he said. “Regardless of the
appearance, the benefit remains the
same.” 

(Courtesy of the Army & Air Force
Exchange Service Public Affairs)

X marks the spot

Capt. Omar Villarreal
Air Education and Training Command

Public Affairs

RANDOLPH AIR FORCE BASE, Texas —
Air Education and Training Command recently
welcomed its new vice
commander into its fold. 

Lt. Gen. Douglas H.
Owens arrived in San
Antonio Sept. 8,
received his third star
the next day, and imme-
diately began the task of
learning everything he
could about AETC’s
mission and its people. 

“It’s important for me
to get up to speed on
what is happening
around the command as
soon as possible,” said
General Owens, who
previously served as the
vice commander of
Pacific Air Forces at
Hickam AFB, Hawaii.
“Because of that I have
started engaging with
directors and will be on
the road visiting AETC
wings in the coming weeks.”

The general comes from a military family and
knew at an early age he wanted to serve his coun-
try. His father was an Army noncommissioned
officer who served in World War II, Korea and
Vietnam. 

“My father set a terrific example for myself, my
brother and my sister,” General Owens said. “He
served his country very faithfully.”

A graduate of the U.S. Air Force Academy in
1980, General Owens is a command pilot with
more than 3,100 hours. He flew combat missions
in the first A-10 squadron deployed to Operations
Desert Shield and Desert Storm, has commanded
at the squadron, group and wing level, and has
served in a variety of operational and staff posi-
tions. 

“My leadership style is engaging by nature,”
the general said. “I enjoy talking to people, work-
ing challenges with my staff, and I often look for
their inputs and council to make difficult deci-
sions.”

General Owens made it clear that, as a senior
leader, he works for those who serve. 

“I am a firm believer in servant leadership,” he
said. “I try to practice that philosophy in every
way.” 

The general said he hopes to use his years of
experience in the operational side of the Air Force
to ensure Airmen are properly trained and ready to

contribute in any contin-
gency around the world. 

“I started out in
AETC 30 years ago and,
since then, I have spent
the better part of 25 years
in operations,” General
Owens said. “Based on
the foundation I started
in 1980, I bring a mind-
set that works toward
ensuring our folks have
what they need to suc-
ceed in the tasks we give
them.”

Air Education and
Training Command’s
vice commander talked
about the high quality of
the Airmen who make
up AETC, saying that
one thing he wasn’t sur-
prised about is how pro-
fessional everyone is. 

“AETC has the best
and brightest Airmen working hard by recruiting,
training and educating those who will take our Air
Force to the next level,” he said. “It is truly our
people who make this command special.”

General Owens, a husband and a father, deci-
sively believes he is where he is today because of
his family.

“Family has always been central to my priori-
ties,” he said. “My wife Teresa and I are a team.
She has supported me in all facets of my career.
We have a son who is a captain at Barksdale Air
Force Base and a son who is a second lieutenant
going through pilot training at Vance Air Force
Base. I do what I do today because of them.”

General Owens said the thing he wants all
Airmen to know about him is his love of our Air
Force and the United States. 

“I want Airmen to know that I believe in the
Air Force’s mission and the greatness of our coun-
try,” he said. “I believe what we do is honorable
and I want Airmen to understand that as the vice
commander of AETC, I intend to act on behalf of
their interests.”

AETC welcomes new
vice commander

Lt. Gen. Douglas H. Owens 

U.S. Air Force graphic

A table with registration and voting materials will be set up at the Base
Exchange for the entire week. From 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. every day this week
trained Voting Assistance Officers will be present to help you with all your
voting needs and to answer any questions you may have. 

For more information about registration and voting, or to fill out your
registration form or ballot online please visit: www.FVAP.gov.

Sept. 27 – Oct. 4 is
Absentee Voter’s Week!

First Lt. Chris Ianni
14th Medical Group

Doctors seem to lead exciting and fulfilling profession-
al lives and quite often are the face of a hospital.
Unbeknownst to most, there are others that hear the call
and have the passion to save lives, but they are not
providers or nurses. The Medical Service Corps Officer,
and 4A0 (healthcare technician), play vital roles in saving
lives, without ever having to take a scalpel in hand.

MSC and 4A0 Appreciation Week, Oct. 6-10, is just
one opportunity to say thank you to the men and women
who help keep our medical system running. 

MSCs serve as medical administrators, providing the
essential clinical support functions (i.e. money, manpower,
material, information systems, patient administration)

thereby ensuring the hospital/clinic operates efficiently
and provides adequate medical care to patients. At the
14th Medical Group they serve as flight commanders in
TRICARE Operation and Patient Administration,
Resource Management, Medical Information Systems,
Medical Logistics, Medical Readiness and as Group
Practice Managers. 

As MSCs grow professionally many are afforded the
opportunity to earn advanced degrees through the Air
Force Institute of Technology program and selected for
senior managerial positions such as the Director of
Operations of Aeromedical Evacuation or Squadron and
Group Commanders.

The healthcare technician performs equally important
supportive tasks in just about every facet of medical care.
They are the front line for Customer Service, Medical

Records, Patient Administration, Medical Evaluation
Boards, Release of Information, Referral Management, and
Beneficiary Services. 

As healthcare technicians grow professionally many are
afforded the opportunity to earn their Community College
of the Air Force or Bachelor’s Degree and selected for spe-
cial duty assignments such as Director of Health Services
Management or Air Force Medical Operations Agency
Non-Commissioned Officer in Charge.

While doctors and nurses strive to keep the blood flow-
ing and the heart beating, the hospital administrators and
healthcare technicians are doing their job in keeping the
hospital alive, healthy and safe. Without these profession-
als and their intellectual capital, doctors, nurses, pharma-
cists, dentists and other health care providers would have
a difficult if not impossible job.

MSC and 4A0 Appreciation Week: A time to say thanks
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Staff Sgt. Jacob Corbin
14th Flying Training Wing Public Affairs

COLUMBUS AIR FORCE BASE, Miss. — The
men and women of the 14th Flying Training Wing
gathered at a ceremony at Smith Plaza to remember
and pay their respects to those servicemembers
declared a prisoner of war or missing in action.

Former Vietnam War POW Retired Lt. Col.
Richard “Gene” Smith was the guest speaker at the
event, which featured a missing man aerial formation,
retreat ceremony and the laying of a wreath in honor
of lost, but not forgotten, Americans. 

“What I want to say to all of you (Airmen) is that
your country is behind you,” Colonel Smith said. 

Colonel Smith was a prisoner of war five and a
half years and was repatriated March 14, 1973. After
repatriation, he was assigned to Columbus Air Force
Base as the commander of the 50th Flying Training
Squadron. 

The vice commander of the 14th FTW, Col.
George Ross, said the ceremony was a chance for
everyone to recommit to ensuring everything is done
to account for those lost in war. 

“When you see the POW/MIA flag, I ask you to
never forget our special comrades, those who were
prisoners, and those whose status is still unresolved,”
Colonel Ross said. “Our nation has not forgotten nor
will our nation ever forget. We are unwavering in our
commitment to return home any American taken
prisoner of war or who are missing in action, or unac-
counted for.”

During his comments, Colonel Smith said every
man and woman serving in todays military should
keep to three priorities to aid them in their service.
He said they should their god, their nation and their
families in their minds.

He also said that one event during his capture led
to great hope amongst him and his fellow POWs - the
November 1970 raid at Son Tay. 

The Son Tay raid saw U.S. military forces
attempting to rescue POWs from the North
Vietnamese, but unfortunately while the raid itself
went well, upon entering the cells they discovered the
POWs had already been moved to a different loca-
tion.

Colonel Smith said while the mission didn’t end
up freeing him or his comrades, it did send a message
to everyone who heard of it.

“What that mission said to us, to our nation and
to the North Vietnamese was that our people are
important to us and we will do whatever we can to
help them,” Colonel Smith said

Columbus AFB members honor POW/MIA at ceremony

U.S. Air Force photo illustration/Staff Sgt. Jacob Corbin
Team BLAZE Airmen and local community members take part in this year’s POW/MIA Remembrance Ceremony, Sept. 17 at Columbus AFB’s Smith
Plaza. The ceremony featured a retreat ceremony, former Vietnam POW Retired Lt. Col. Richard “Gene” Smith as guest speaker, a missing man aeri-
al formation and the laying of a wreath in remembrance of those that are lost, but not forgotten. 

U.S. Air Force photo/Staff Sgt. Jacob Corbin
Members of the Columbus Air Force
Base Honor Guard lower the U.S. and
POW/MIA flags during retreat at this
year’s POW/MIA Remembrance
Ceremony, Sept. 17 at Columbus AFB’s
Smith Plaza. In addition to retreat, the
ceremony featured former Vietnam
POW Retired Lt. Col. Richard “Gene”
Smith as guest speaker, a missing man
aerial formation and the laying of a
wreath in remembrance of those that
are lost, but not forgotten. 

U.S. Air Force photo/Staff Sgt. Jacob Corbin
Lt. Col. David Avila, 14th Mission Support Group
deputy commander, stands at the lead of the 14th
MSG formation at the POW/MIA Remembrance
Ceremony, Sept. 17 at Columbus AFB’s Smith
Plaza. Each group was represented in the forma-
tion, and the wing’s commander of troops was
14th Operations Group Commander Col. Steven
Stater. 

U.S. Air Force photo/Staff Sgt. Jacob Corbin
Senior Airman Chris Jones, Columbus Air Force Base
Honor Guard, lays a wreath during the POW/MIA
Remembrance Ceremony, Sept. 17 at Columbus Air
Force Base, Miss. The wreath was laid in remembrance
of those that are lost, but not forgotten.

U.S. Air Force
photo/Staff Sgt.

Jacob Corbin
Columbus Air
Force Base
Honor Guard
members fold
the U.S. flag
during a
retreat cere-
mony held
during the
P O W / M I A
Remembranc
e Ceremony,
Sept. 17 at
C o l u m b u s
AFB’s Smith
Plaza. 

U.S. Air Force photo/Staff
Sgt. Jacob Corbin

Four Air Force T-6
Texan II’s take part
in a missing man
aerial formation
during the
P O W / M I A
R e m e m b r a n c e
Ceremony, Sept. 17
at Columbus Air
Force Base, Miss.
The missing man
formation recog-
nizes those service-
members who are
not with us, whether
they are a POW,
missing in action or
have given their
lives in defense of
the nation. 

U.S. Air Force photo/Staff Sgt. Jacob Corbin
Senior Airman Chris Jones, Columbus Air Force Base
Honor Guard, plays the bugle at the POW/MIA
Remembrance Ceremony, Sept. 17 at Columbus AFB’s
Smith Plaza. The ceremony is held to honor and remem-
ber those declared prisoners of war or missing in action. 

U.S. Air Force photo/Staff Sgt. Jacob Corbin
Retired Lt. Col. Richard “Gene Smith” speaks at the Plaza named after him at the POW/MIA
Remembrance Ceremony, Sept. 17 at Columbus Air Force Base. Colonel Smith was a
Vietnam War POW for nearly five and a half years and repatriated March 14, 1973. 

     


