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Senior          Squadron          
Squadron         Class             Overall        Track Select

37th (11-06) 5.87 days      -0.87 days        Aug. 12

41st (11-07)  -0.75 days      -1.78 days         Sep. 03

Senior         Squadron    
Squadron           Class            Overall        Graduation
48th (10-13)     5.17 days   0.71 days        Aug. 12
50th (09-08)     1.91 days     -0.92 days        Aug. 12

PH A S E II PH A S E III
Aircraft Required Flown Annual 
T-6 476 478 29,087
T-1 137 158 9,832
T-38 156 169 9,606
IFF 30 30 2,027

IFF
Senior       Squadron    

Squadron        Class         Overall      Graduation
49th (10-JB) 5.00 days    3.51 days         Aug. 11

Weather

News Briefs

Feature 8
The 14th CS is high-

lighted in this week’s
feature.

Inside

Today
High: 93, Low: 73
Scattered T-storms

Saturday
High: 94, Low: 73

Isolated T-storms

Sunday
High: 94, Low: 74

Mostly Sunny

Monday
High: 96, Low: 74

Mostly Sunny

CSC Casino Night and Membership Drive
The Columbus Spouses Club will hold its first function, a casi-

no night and membership drive, under its new name Aug. 17 at 6
p.m., at the Columbus Club. The event is open to all spouses of
military, civilian and contract BLAZE Team members. Please
RSVP to coscrsvp@yahoo.com by noon Aug. 12 for the Casino
Night and Membership drive.

Enlisted Call
Col. Barre Seguin, 14th FTW Commander, will hold enlisted

calls at the Phillips Auditorium Aug. 16. Each call will be broken
down by rank, E-1 to E-3 will meet at 1:30 p.m., E-4 to E-6 will
meet at 2:15 p.m. and E-7 to E-9 at 3 p.m.

Base Triathlon
Columbus AFB will host a Sunrise Sprint Triathlon Aug. 28 at

7 a.m. and is only open to personnel with access to the base. Sign
up is with the gym. The winning team will receive the ability to
use the vice commander’s parking spots across base for six weeks.

U.S. Air Force photo/Staff Sgt. Jacob Corbin
The 14th Flying Training Wing Commander Col. Barre Seguin greets 1st Lt. Scott Branco, 14th Operations Support
Squadron executive officer, during his tour of the BLAZE Team Monday at the 14th OSS headquarters. Colonel Seguin
visited a multitude of locations and met personnel first thing on his first full day at the wing. 

Colonel Seguin tours base, greets BLAZE Team

Airman 1st Class 
Chase Hedrick

14th Flying Training Wing 

The commander of the 14th Flying
Training Wing met with BLAZE Team
officers Tuesday to explain his vision
for the wing. 

Colonel Barre Seguin held his first
officers’ call as the base commander in
the Kaye Auditorium, where he intro-
duced himself, discussed what he’s seen
so far at Columbus AFB and what
direction he wants the base to head in. 

Colonel Seguin expressed his appre-
ciation for the warm reception he and

his family received when they came to
the base. He went on to talk about his
military background, from his first
assignment as a T-38 instructor pilot, to
his previous assignment as commander
of the 8th Operations Group, Kunsan
Air Base, South Korea. 

New wing commander holds officers call 

See CALL, Page 2

RENT-A-SPACERENT-A-SPACE
406 Wilkins-Wise Road406 Wilkins-Wise Road

 NORTH COLUMBUS
406 Wilkins-Wise Road

662-327-5656

EAST COLUMBUS
1530 Gardner Blvd.

662-328-5666

NEW HOPE
2193 Lake Lowndes

662-327-0659

Modern Climate Controlled Units
Conventional Units

Website: www.columbusrentaspace.com
Email: info@ columbusrentaspace.com

3 Locations:

www.columbusfamilyhousing.com

662.434.8213

�e Landings at Columbus
We have short-term lease available

Our community is now open to National Guard, Reserve,
Unaccompanied Service Members, Retired Military, Civil 
Service & Retired Civil Service, Permanent Employees of 

DoD contractors (limited to US Citizens)
• 3, 4 & 5 Bedroom Homes
• Walk to Work
• Close to the BX
• No Security Deposit 
• No Pet Deposit 
• No Application Fee
• No Utility Bills 
• Free Lawn Care 
• Free Trash Pickup

Call 
for

Specials!

ATTENTION HUNTERS:
September 4th Dove Hunt

Morning & Afternoon, $125
Just Morning or Afternoon, $85

September 6th Dove Hunt
AM/PM Hunt $100 • Just AM or PM $65
Must book your hunt by August 20th, 2010

Call to book your spot & get directions. Only available 
to 1st 15 hunters, & CAFB Pilots & personnel

jhdfarms@aol.com © The Dispatch

St. David’s at Mayhew
Anglican Catholic Church

The Rt. Rev. D. Presley Hutchens, Bishop Ordinary
Sunday Service • 10:00 a.m. • 549 Mayhew Rd., Mayhew, MS

For information call 662-386-8481 or 662-324-0717
The Rev. Mr. Rick Jones, Deacon • Muse Davis Sr., Warden

Following the faith of the undivided Church in orthodox Anglican Form - 1928 BCP

Hwy 45 North behind Applebee's- Columbus

Malco CINEMA
ONLINE TICKETING @ malco.com

STADIUM SEATING240-0000 w No Passes
THE OTHER GUYS PG13

4:25 • 7:25 • 9:55 • Sat. Mat. 1:20
STEP UP 3-D PG-13

4:35 • 7:15 • 9:45 • Sat. Mat. 1:30
CATS AND DOGS 3-D PG

4:00 • 7:00 • 9:05 • Sat. Mat. 1:05
DINNER FOR SCHMUCKS PG13

4:20 • 7:20 • 9:55 • Sat. Mat. 1:25
CHARLIE ST. CLOUD PG13

4:10 • 7:10 • 9:30 • Sat. Mat. 1:15
SALT PG13

4:20 • 7:20 • 9:40 • Sat. Mat. 1:25
INCEPTION PG13

4:15 • 7:25 • Sat. Mat. 1:00
DESPICABLE ME 3-D PG

4:05 • 7:05 • 9:20 • Sat. Mat. 1:15
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How to reach us
14th Flying Training Wing Public Affairs

555 Seventh St. Suite 203
Columbus AFB, MS 39710

Commercial: (662) 434-7068
DSN: 742-7068

Fax: (662) 434-7009
E-mail: silverwings@columbus.af.mil

Editorial Staff
Col. Barre Seguin

14th Flying Training Wing
Wing Commander

Mr. Rick Johnson
Public Affairs Chief

Staff Sgt. Jacob Corbin
Editor

Airman 1st Class Chase Hedrick
Staff Writer

Mr. Matt Garner
Layout Designer

Submission Deadline
The deadline for submitting copy for next
week’s SILVER WINGS is noon Monday.

Articles may be dropped off at the public affairs
office or e-mailed. 

Published by the Commercial Dispatch Publishing Company,
Inc., a private firm in no way connected with the U.S. Air Force,
under exclusive written contract with the 14th Flying Training
Wing. 

This commercial enterprise Air Force newspaper is an author-
ized publication for members of the U.S. military services. 

Contents of the  SILVER WINGS are not necessarily the offi-
cial views of, or endorsed by, the U.S. government, the
Department of Defense or the Department of the Air Force.

The appearance of advertising in this publication does not con-
stitute endorsement by the DOD, the Department of the Air
Force or Service Publications, Inc., of the products or services
advertised. 

Everything advertised in this publication shall be made available
for purchase, use or patronage without regard to race, color, reli-
gion, sex, national origin, age, marital status, physical handicap,
political affiliation or any other non-merit factor of the purchaser,
user or patron.

Editorial content is edited, prepared and provided by the 14th
Flying Training Wing Public Affairs Office of Columbus AFB,
Miss. 

The  SILVER WINGS staff reserves the right to edit or rewrite
all copy submitted when necessary. All photos are U.S. Air Force
photos unless otherwise stated.

Submit all advertising to the Columbus, Miss., Commercial
Dispatch advertising department one week prior to desired publi-
cation date. The advertising department can be reached at (662)
328-2427.
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Colonel Seguin took some time during the call to ask
attendees to identify the mission statements of Air Force, Air
Education and Training Command, as well as for the 14th
Flying Training Wing. He then told his audience to expect a
new mission statement that reflects what the wing does: train
pilots and deploy combat ready Airmen. 

“I want this to be a pinpoint mission statement that every-
body can repeat back to me,” Colonel Seguin said. 

The 14th FTW vision was also upheld by Colonel Seguin
during the call.  He said he wants the base to remain a pre-
mier training environment that stays embraced with the
community and keeps focused on families. 

Developing and caring for Airmen and their families,
being a good wingman and building Team BLAZE were more
points brought up by the colonel. He made it clear that he
expects senior ranking members, on or off duty, to pull lower
ranking members back into standards if they notice some-
thing is wrong. 

Colonel Seguin also had several essential enabling tasks
that he shared during the call. He urged attendees to empow-
er leaders at all levels and to entrust them with tasks that
would help build their experience. Preserving mission assets
was also emphasized by Colonel Seguin who wanted atten-
dees to make safety personal. He also told officers to look for
ways to interact and strengthen CAFB’s relationship with the
community. 

Professionalism, purpose and pride tied together by pas-

sion are what Colonel Seguin said he expects.  
Professionalism was broken down into three main topics:

discipline, compliance and accountability. Not using call
signs and first names, communicating, owning up to problems
and loyalty were some of the ways to be disciplined that
Colonel Seguin identified. Compliance with standards, cus-
toms and courtesies was another topic brought up by Colonel
Seguin, as well as being accountable to mistakes instead of
protective of them. 

He promoted servant leadership through serving superiors,
peers, and subordinates. Embracing the mission as well as set-
ting up replacements for success was what Colonel Seguin
identified as mission purpose. His idea of purpose for Airmen
is to actively care for people, and to teach, mentor, and
develop airpower leaders. 

The colonel promoted pride, but not the type he called
“stubborn, back-arching and foolish pride.” He said to be
about winning as an organization. Colonel Seguin also
encouraged celebrating accomplishments and recognizing
individuals. 

Tying professionalism, purpose, and pride together with
passion was the final point of his expectations. He said that
choosing a positive attitude and showing enthusiasm and
energy for the mission will spread to others. He also contin-
ued that taking care of and empowering Airmen will help
develop them as leaders and cause a force multiplier.  

The officers’ call came to a close with Colonel Seguin’s
priorities. To uphold the BLAZE team mission while preserv-
ing resources, develop and care for Airmen and families, be a
good wingman and build Team BLAZE.

CALL
(Continued from Page 1)
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16 21/22

9 10 11 14/15
Aug 24: Hearts
Apart
Aug 25: ALS
Reveille
Aug 26: ALS
Retreat
Aug 27: Wing CC
Annual Golf
Challenge
Aug 27: Class 10-
14 Assignment
Night
Aug 28: Triathlon 
Aug 31:
Newcomers
Aug 31: Enlisted
Promotions
Sept 10: Wing
Dining Out
Sept. 17:
POW/MIA Day

Mon Tue Wed Thur Fri Sat/Sun Long Range
Events

1312

20AAuugguusstt
IFF Graduation,
4:49 p.m. @ 49th
FTS

Class 11-06
Track Select, 5
p.m., @ Club

ALS begins

Daedalians, 6:30
p.m., @ Club

Class 10-13
Graduation, 10
a.m. @ Kaye

Enlisted Calls
@ Phillips:
Amn 1:30 p.m.,
NCO 2:15
p.m., SNCO 
3 p.m.

CSC Dinner
Social, 6 p.m. @
Club

Newcomers, 8
a.m., @ AFRC

Class 11-13
Pilot Partner
Welcome @ 6
p.m.

18 1917 • Easy application, no transcripts required
• Evening, online and weekend classes
• In-state tuition for all military 
   members and dependents

Enroll for Fall 2010Enroll for Fall 2010
Classes at MUWClasses at MUW

Interested in taking college classes for enjoyment and enrichment 
without the hassle of  a degree program?
Consider MUW’s Life-Long Learner ProgramLife-Long Learner Program.

Registration Date: August 17, 2010Registration Date: August 17, 2010

FASHION APPAREL
1540 Gardner Blvd. • Columbus • 327-3146

Open Friday • Saturday • Sunday
10am-6pm 10am-3pm 1pm-5pm

We Accept Visa, 
MasterCard & Discover

Retail

60%
OFF
Retail

70%
OFF

Children’s Fall & 
Winter Clothing 
& Shoes

Brands such as: Willoughby, 
Royal Child, Mis Tee V-Us, 
Anavina, Be Mine, Roxy, Claire 
& Charlie, Remember Nguyen & 
Many More!

Ladies Fall 
& Winter 

Clothing & Shoes

Brands such as: Sharon 
Young, California Bloom, 
Bentley A., Tribal, Tulle, 
Lily, Colective Concepts, 

NYDJ & Many More! ©
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HUGE
Shipment of

Ladies Shoes!

RestockingDaily!!

Second big week!

Where we serve our
community 24 hours a day.

1913 Hwy. 45 North • 329-4810

1913 Hwy. 45 N. Columbus, MS

Military Discount

20% Off
with photo ID

Offer may not be combined with any other offer or discount.

FCC
© Commercial Dispatch

First Christian Church - Columbus
“Dynamic preaching, worship in music, fellowship”

Come join us to worship our Lord

811 North McCrary Road
Columbus, MS 39702-4304

(662) 328-2657

Sunday School - Sunday 9:30am
Morning Worship - Sunday 10:30am
Evening Worship - Sunday 6:00pm
Bible Study - Wednesday 6:00pm

www.fcchurchcolumbus.com

Lemon Grass Oriental FoodsLemon Grass Oriental Foods
153 Priscella Circle (off Mike Parra Road)

Columbus, MS 39705 • Phone 434-9324 or 253-5125

Open Monday-Saturday 9:30am-6pm

Here to Serve You • Come See Us FirstHere to Serve You •  Come See Us First

FOR RENT:Home in Historic 
Southside Columbus

(523 3rd Street South)
2 bedroom/2 bath, living room, 

dining room, sun/breakfast room, and 
modern kitchen. $900.00/month.
Call 328-6850(h) or 251-6850(c).

There’s a Place for you at
Woodland 

Baptist Church
www.woodlandonline.org

3033 Ridge Road • Columbus, MS
327-6689

SUNDAY
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Worship Service 10:30 a.m.
Worship Service 6:00 p.m.

WEDNESDAY
Adult Bible Study 
Youth Worship 
AWANA                 6:30 p.m. 

Pastor: Mike Allred
Music Minister: Randy Comer

Youth Pastor: Matt Long

PRE-IFS Flight 
Training!

Gain an advantage with 
specialized introductory 

fl ights. Fly with former IFS 
instructors!

Call
(662) 574-9157

Building the world’s best warriors, leaders and professional military pilots
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CLASSY CANINETraining
100% obedience & potty 

training.
662-266-8989 or

850-240-2561 ©
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You can
count 
on us.

1.800.899.0089  VolunteersofAmerica.org

a CFC participant Provided as a public service.

Caledonia United
Pentecostal Church

5850 Cal-Kolola Rd.
Caledonia • 662-356-0202

A Place Where 
Good Things Happen!
Sunday Worship: 10am & 6pm
Wednesday Bible Study: 7pm

Rev. Grant Mitchell, Pastor

Annunciation Catholic School
is currently accepting 

applications for a
PT Computer Teacher. 

Applicants must have a current 
MS teacher’s license and 
2-3 years experience in an 

elementary school setting. For 
more information or to request 

an application 
contact Barbara Calland, 

Principal at 328-4479

©
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First United 
Methodist Church
602 Main Street • Columbus, MS

Sunday Worship 
8:45 AM: Sanctuary
11:00 AM: Sanctuary

Sunday School
9:45 AM

Sunday Evenings
5:00 PM Vespers & Communion

Please call the church for information on our 
summer activities for children, youth & adults.

Come home to...

662.328.5252 
www.columbusfumc.org

SUNDAY

One Day Revival
Evangelist

Bryant Bush
Sunday, August 8

10:30 AM & 6:00 PM

East EndEast End
Baptist ChurchBaptist Church

380 Hwy. 50 West,
P.O.Box 8480

662.328.5915
www.eastendbc.org

My mother died of
colon cancer when
she was only 56.

Terrence Howard, actor/musician

Colorectal cancer is the 
2nd leading cancer killer

in the U.S., but it’s 
largely preventable. 
If you’re 50 or older, 
please get screened.

1-800-CDC-INFO (1-800-232-4636) 
www.cdc.gov/screenforlife

This is personal.
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NEW SALEM BAPTIST CHURCH
welcomes you

7086 Wolf Road, 3 miles south of Caledonia, MS
(662) 356-4940

E-mail: newsalembaptist@cableone.net
Web-Site: newsalembaptistcaledonia.com

Bro. David R. Woods, Pastor
SUNDAY MORNINGS

(Beginning Oct. 19): 8:17 am (See Pro. 8:17 KJV) 
Early Worship Service

9:30 am: Sunday School for All Ages
10:30 am: Worship Service

(Children’s Church for ages 4 - 2nd grade)
SUNDAY EVENINGS

(September - May) 4:00 pm: Jr. Varsity & Varsity A.W.A.N.A.
(Jr. Varsity: ages 6,7,8 grades; Varsity: High School)

(September - May) 4:15 pm: Club A.W.A.N.A. 
(for Ages 3 yr. old - 5th Grade)

(June - August) 5:00 pm: Summer Blast for Children
(Ages 3 yr. old - 5th Grade)

(June - August) 5:00 pm: Youth Discipleship Training
5:00 pm: Discipleship Training for Adults

6:00 pm: Worship
7:00 pm: Adult Choir Practice
WEDNESDAY NIGHTS 

@ 6:30 pm
Mission Friends: ages 3 - 5

R.A.s & G.A.s:  1st - 5th Grades
Youth Bible Study: 6th - 12th Grades

Adult Bible Study/Prayer
Nursery is provided for all services.

1 (800) 772-SHIP www.mercyships.org 

a CFC participant   • Provided as a public service

BELK CELEBRATES
“CIVIL SERVICE APPRECIATION DAY”

EXCLUSIVE STOREWIDE DISCOUNTS FOR LOCAL
INDUSTRY EMPLOYEES

Belk is celebrating “Civil Service Day” by offering an exclusive 
20% discount on regular and sale priced purchases

(15% discount on home items and shoes).
Discount offer applies to purchases made store-wide except for 
cosmetics, fine jewelry, promotional-priced merchandise and a 

limited list of excluded brands.
Tuesday, August 10, 2010

Belk Columbus
2031 Highway 45 North
Columbus, MS 39705

Discount coupons for local civil service industry employees are 
available at the Belk Customer Service Desk along with a complete 

list of limited coupon exclusions. A valid work ID must be 
presented.

Columbus AFB Top 3 Spotlight

Category: Airman
Nominee: Senior Airman

Chris Jones 
Unit: 14th Security Forces

Squadron
Information:

1. Hometown: Hillsborough,
North Carolina

2. Time in the Air Force: Five
years

3. Time at Columbus AFB:
Four months

4. Career Short Term Goals:
Get promoted, deploy in a few
months.

5. Career Long Term Goals:
Become a chief master sergeant
in the Air Force, or seek com-
missioning.

6. Nominated by: Senior
Master Sgt. Veronica Spears

7. Nomination reason: Airman
Jones is assigned to the 14th
SFS, he is an Installation
Patrolman, assigned to DELTA
Flight, where he responds, and
restores order during
security/law enforcement inci-
dents, and he conducts investi-

gations. The professional atti-
tude and the sharp dress and
appearance Airman Jones dis-
play does not go unnoticed, he
was recently recognized as Cop
of the Month for his profession-
al knowledge, and he led the
Defenders to Second Place fin-
ish during the 14th Mission
Support Group Fun Olympics.
Airman Jones is a member of the
Base Honor Guard. In the last
month he has participated in
five funeral services for fallen

veterans, also he was on the
requested Honor Guard Team to
post the Colors for the
Columbus Police Department
Ball. He has received 20 hours of
Active Shooter Training from
Advance Law Enforcement
Rapid Response Training and he
received 16 credits towards local
Mississippi Board of Law
Enforcement Officers at SW
Mississippi Community College.
By receiving this training
Airman Jones has increased his
knowledge for active shooter so
that he can educate the wing
and allow them to be compliant
with AETC Headquarters guid-
ance and procedures. Also, dur-
ing his building checks he has
discovered several insecure facil-
ities; with his keen sense of
direction he single handily
inspected/searched the facilities
recognizing no discrepancies and
provided security during the rest
of the shift. Airman Jones is my
go to Airman!

At the end of
each month, the
Columbus AFB
Top 3 will select
two outstanding
BLAZE Team
members, one
NCO and one
Airman, to be

spotlighted in the
last issue of the

month. The men
and women select-

ed for this are
some of the best
and the brightest

at Columbus AFB.
Look to future

issues for more of
your fellow
Airmen!

Category: NCO 
Nominee: Tech. Sgt. Jeremy

Arnett
Unit: 14th Security Forces

Squadron
Information:
1. Hometown: Greenville,

Ohio
2. Time in the Air Force: 12.5

years
3. Time at Columbus AFB: 3

years, 7 months
4. Career Short Term Goals:

Attain Associates Degree in
Criminal Justice within the next
year. Become a mentor for the
Security Forces Airman.

5. Career Long Term Goals:
Purse an Air Force Special Duty
assignment. Also, gain employ-
ment off duty with a civilian law
enforcement agency to further
broaden talents and skills.  

6. Nominated by: Chief
Master Sgt. Deandre Latham 

7. Nomination reason: Tech.
Sgt. Arnett’s superlative track
record, coupled with a sterling
reputation among his subordi-
nates, peers and supervisors,

make him a huge asset to the
United States Air Force.
Sergeant Arnett demonstrates a
commitment to excellence that
is unmatched by his peers. His
high integrity and moral charac-
ter are contagious. Sergeant
Arnett has a superb work ethic
and is very meticulous when
accomplishing tasks. He Arnett
is the perfect example of the Air
Force Core Value “Excellence in
All We Do.” As demonstrated
by the “Benchmark” rating from
this year’s 14th Mission Support
Group Staff Assistance Visit and
the AETC Security Forces Staff
Assistance Visit, he is a real “go-
getter” who takes pride in any
program he is involved with.

T-6 Boldface Answers
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For sale: Beautiful home situated on
3.8 acres in New Hope. Approximately
2,800 sqft, 13 rooms to include 3 bed-
rooms, bonus room, living room, office,
huge den/ in laws quarters, 2 and 1 half
bathrooms, whirlpool tub.
Approximately one acre of fenced yard
with large wired shop. One year home
warranty. $289,900. Call 240-0226.
For sale: Great 3/2 brick home just
outside of Caledonia city limits. Open
floor plan with 10 ft. ceilings through-
out, wood laminate and ceramic tile
flooring, gas fireplace, wood blinds,
laundry room, pantry, large covered
patio w/ceiling fans, two-car carport
w/attached workshop, on circle drive.
Must sell due to military move. For
photos and contact information, visit
www.fsbo.com, listing #138068. 
For sale or rent: Incredible 4/2.5,
2,300 sqft home in First Colony subdi-
vision, New Hope area. Ceramic tile
and hardwood flooring, gas fireplace,

custom blinds, and new stainless steel
appliances. Bonuses include a large
five piece master bath and a 800 sqft
wood deck overlooking a fenced yard
with large mature shade trees.
$215,000 sale or $1500 rent, no securi-
ty deposit for military.  Call 570-1286.
For sale: Beautiful, 2050 sq ft, 3/2
brick home in Oak Dale Park. Open
floor plan with 10 foot ceilings, din-
ning room, eat in Kitchen, Large fami-
ly room with fire place and gas logs.
Master bedroom on main floor.  Two
bedroom and bath upstairs. Lots of
walk in closets, ceiling fans in every
room.  Large fenced back yard with
patio, mature shade trees and large
storage shed.  Two care garage.
$150,000. Call (662) 328-0707 for
more information.
For sale: Four bedrooms two bath
home. 2,466 sqft on 2.8 acres. 374
Chan Mar Dr, Caledonia, Granite
countertops, stainless appliances, new
carpet, new paint, $255,000.  Call
(662) 889-3974.
For sale: 2.1 acres on Wood Road in
Caledonia.  Ready to build.  Call 356-
6844 after 6 p.m.
For sale: Ten acres bordering Bent
Tree subdivision. Underground power
and water.  Priced $10,000 below
appraisal.  Call 425-4826.

For sale: 2004 Lincoln Towncar
Ultimate, 4.6L V8 engine. Fully
loaded.74,000 miles. Ivory with tan
interior. Has two and a half years deal-
er's warranty. Call (662) 425-4953 or
(337) 274-5479 for more information. 
For sale: 2000 BMW R1200C, cruiser,
black w/ pinstripes. 11,500 miles.
Recently serviced. Excellent
Condition. $6,450 or best offer. Call
(808) 221-2005.

For sale: 2005 Triumph Rocket III,
Black w/ lots of extras! 6,800 miles.
Excellent condition. $9,250 or best
offer. Call (808) 221-2005.
For sale: 1994 Ford Ranger with
203,715 miles. 5 speed. $700.00 or best
offer. Call (443) 398-6556.
For sale: 2008 Honda CBR1000RR,
only 850 miles, full exhaust, over 5,000
in extras!  $8,950 or best offer. Contact
(808) 221-2005.
For sale: 2006 Victory Hammer
motorcycle.  Less than 5,000 miles.
Aftermarket performance exhaust, side
mount license plate, over $3,000 in
extras.  1624 cc engine, 6 speed trans-
mission.  $10,500 or best offer.  Call for
a test ride or more information at
(719) 330-3758.
For sale: 2005 Toyota RAV4. Silver,
manual transmission 68,000 miles.
Maintenance records provided, Toyota
Platinum warranty up to 100,000
included. $12,500. Call (662) 655-
4769.
For sale: 2008 Harley Davidson, 883
Sportster Low Rider, Under 100 miles,
2.5 Year Extended Service Plan,
Midnight Pearl Blue, accessories
included, $7,000 Contact (662) 889-
0113.
For sale: 1987 Ford Escort, automatic,
good, condition, new tires, some
engine work done, air conditioning
works but may need recharging, as is,
$1,500 or best offer. Call 251-1413.
For sale: Yellow 2002 Suzaki SV 6505,
6,000 miles. New rear tires. $2,500.
Call (662) 574-4375.

For sale: BowFlex power fitness. $300
or best offer. Call (662) 494-6048 or
(662) 364-2270.
For sale: Emerson 1,000 watt
microwave $50, Honda Accord Trailer

Hitch $50, blue Lazy Boy chair $25,
Toddler bike $5, Spring Horse $50. For
more information call (662) 640-4170.
For sale: New Nature Purest High
Chair, $60. New PSP Ultimate Travel
Kit, $8. New PSP Final Fantasy video
game, $15. New Black and Decker
Coffee Maker, $20. New Bright Starts
Dream Along Mobile, $20. Hamilton
Beach Prep Star Food Processor, $20.
Baby bedding set, includes comforter,
bumper, fitted sheet, bed skirt and 2
pillows, $20. Box of beanie babies, $25.
Leaf dining room table with four
chairs, $30. Please call (662) 425-4953
or (337) 274-5479.
For sale: Oak daybed frame, $25 or
best offer. Mauve lazy boy recliner $15
or best offer. Baby Trend Car carrier
$35 or best offer. Baby Trend Jogging
Stroller $50 or best offer. Evenflo
Excersaucer $35 or best offer. Evenflo
Baby Swing $15 or best offer. Please
call 640-4282.
For sale: Coleman gas lantern with
case. $25.00 or best offer. Coleman
road trip propane grill with stand.
$99.00 or best offer. Two RayOLite
emergency roadside warning signs.
$15.00 each or best offer. Sharp
Carousel II microwave $30.00 or best
offer. Used six inch clip on fan. $10.00
or best offer. New six inch Galaxy clip
on fan. $15.00 or best offer.
SportFisher fishing rod and 350 ZR
reel with lures $35.00 or best offer.
American Camper back pack. $20.00
or best offer. Small one man tent in
bag. $15.00 or best offer. Small fold up
vinyl table. $10.00 or best offer. Three
Way Bissell vacuum cleaner. $20.00 or
best offer. Please call 327-1205.
For sale: Ethan Allen Leather couch.
Excellent condition $300.  Can E-mail
pictures.  For more information call
(662) 549-0506.
For sale: A Fisher & Paykel Washer
and Dryer.  Both are three years old.

Washer has auto water level sensor and
dryer has dry sensor.  Asking for $400
or best offer.  Contact (618) 420-2630.
For sale: Hoyt Kobalt bow with HHA
fiber optic sight and Whisker Biscuit
arrow rest.  40 to 50lbs draw weight.
Set with Hoyt Quiver, four Easton
Carbon Arrows with Muzzy MX-4
Broadheads.  Asking $600 or best offer.
Contact (618) 420-2630.
For sale: Extang Tonneau Cover, clas-
sic platinum, black, fits 99-06 6-1/2ft
Chevrolet short bed, $150.  Call (662)
889-3974.
For sale: Chain linked fence 1,500
square feet with two gates and all nec-
essary attachments. You haul. $150 or
best offer. Call (443) 624-0155.
For sale: Fleur De Lis Artist Guild
Painting $100 Hanging Fleur De Lis
$50 Large white vase $20 Glass
Canister set $30 Southern Living at
home easy Arrange Vase Green $20
Southern Living at home Franciscian
Cross $25 Southern Living at home
Bubble Bowl $15 Longaberger bread,
tea, collectors club, and sweet heart
baskets. Lots of other home décor. Call
549-1381 for more information.

Wanted: Swing set in good shape,
small above ground pool, patio furni-
ture as well as an outdoor rug. Call
(662) 570-1856.

Yard sale: 5206B Lowndes Ave Friday,
Aug 6 from 12:00 p.m. to 2:00 p.m.
and Sat, Aug 7, from 7:30 a.m. to
11:00 a.m. Baby toys, clothes, and bed-
ding sets, men's and women's clothing,
brand new high chair, books, dining
room table and chairs, kitchen items,
curtains, and more.

BARGAIN LINE

Homes

Miscellaneous

Saturday Yard Sales

Wanted

Transportation

The deadline for submitting ads
is noon Monday before the
desired publication date. Ads
turned in after the deadline will
run the following week. Ads can
be mailed to or dropped off at the
public affairs office in the 14th
Flying Training Wing
Headquarters building, e-mailed
to silverwings@columbus.af.mil
or faxed to 434-7009. Calling
Ext. 7068 by noon Monday can
extend the run date of ads already
submitted. Silver Wings reserves
the right to limit ads based on
content, space and frequency of
requests. Advertisements for pri-
vate businesses or services provid-
ing a continuous source of income
may not appear in the Bargain
Line. They may, however, be
purchased through the
Commercial Dispatch,
328-2424.

Mississippi Symphony Orchestra
The Mississippi Symphony Orchestra will per-

form at MUW’s Rent Auditorium September 18
at 7 p.m. Tickets are $20 for adults and $10 for
senior citizens and students. Call 328-2787 for
more information.

Free weekend at Shiloh Battlefield
Secretary of the Interior Ken Salazar has

announced that the National Park Service will

waive entrance fees on August 14 and 15 to
encourage all Americans to visit our national
parks. Shiloh National Military Park will cele-
brate Fee Free Weekend with a Civil War
Encampment and Living History Demonstrations
on both Saturday and Sunday. Reenactors from
the 7th Tennessee Cavalry (Dismounted) will be
camped across the street from the visitor center
providing black powder firing demonstrations
and other programs during the day.

Actors and Technicians Needed
Columbus Arts Council is looking for actors

and technicians for the September 8 to 11 run a
production of Tennessee Williams' Sweet Bird of
Youth. If interested, contact Brook Hanemann at
662-889-5746.

Columbus-Lowndes Humane
Society seeking volunteers

The Columbus-Lowndes Humane Society is

seeking volunteers and foster homes. We are a
non-profit and we depend on donations to oper-
ate. If you would like to help volunteer, foster, or
donate; please call 662-327-3107.

Hitching Lot Farmer’s Market 
Located at 2nd Avenue and 2nd Street North. 
Open Tuesday and Thursdays from 6 to 10:00

a.m.
Open Saturdays from 7 to 10 a.m.

14th Flying Training
Wing deployed

As of press time, 67 BLAZE TEAM members are deployed world-
wide. Remember to support the Airmen and their families while they
are away.

Staff Sgt. Jason C. O’Hara
14th Security Forces Squadron Combat Arms 

The original gaming console, the Magnavox Odyssey,
came out in 1972; and what person doesn’t remember play-
ing the classic game “Pong” for hours on end.  

Well I don’t because it was before my time, but since then,
technology has made leaps and bounds forward to the XBOX
360, Playstation 3, and the Wii systems for entertainment.
With all of this untapped potential for training, Meggitt
Training Systems decided to step in, and now the 14th
Security Forces Squadron has a new tool at their disposal for
combat arms training. 

That tool is Meggitt Systems’ Fire Arms Training System
or FATS. The FATS is a state-of-the-art training device
incorporating Bluetooth technology weapons based off of the
Standard M-9 handguns and M-4 weapon systems used in
day-to-day security forces operations. 

These weapons can be used for a multitude of reasons
including Weapon Fundamentals, Firearm Qualification, and
Use of Force Training. A key feature is they will also measure

and record small details such as muzzle control and trigger
pressure to ensure students are on target before they decide to
fire their weapon. Tiny details like these might be considered
meaningless to some, but to law enforcement personnel it
could be life or death.   

This new system also allows us to advance our skills
through a mixture of branching live action video simulations
with reactionary options (controlled by instructor) based on
student interaction. In other words, the game will change
base on how you respond.  

Some of the scenario based training includes Active
Shooter, Domestic Violence, Anti-terrorism and
Contingency Operations. In addition, scenarios can be creat-
ed to suit each particular training need for your installation.  

The FATS works like a videogame in that there is a play-
er and a controller, except in this case, the player is an
Airman and the controller is a modified M-4 carbine. The
FATS will continually hone the overall combat effectiveness
of your Columbus AFB Defenders who work “Day and
Night” to ensure your safety.  

Not Your Parents Gaming Console 

U.S. Air Force photo/Elizabeth Owens
Command Chief Master Sgt. Brooke McLean tests out the newest training tool in the 14th Security Forces
Squadron toolbox, the Meggitt Systems’ Fire Arms Training System. The FATS is a state-of-the-art training device
incorporating Bluetooth technology weapons based off of the standard M-9 and M-4 weapons systems used in
normal day-to-day security forces operations. 

Lt. Col. Ellen Krenke
National Guard Bureau

ARLINGTON, Va. — In response to Defense Secretary
Robert M. Gates’ effort to find efficiencies throughout the
services, National Guard officials are taking a hard look at
how they operate. 

Gen. Craig R. McKinley kicked this off by releasing a
report titled, “The National Guard: A Great Value for
America,” which will guide efforts to improve efficiency at the
National Guard Bureau and push resources to the operational
force.

In May, Secretary Gates called for a 2 to 3 percent reduc-
tion in overhead costs in the fiscal 2012 budget request with
the money saved being dedicated to force structure.

The National Guard plays an important role in achieving
the secretary’s goals, said General McKinley, the chief of the
National Guard Bureau.

The National Guard adds value to America by supporting
domestic missions and defending our nation’s interests over-
seas with our active-duty counterparts, he said. 

“While America’s military represents a balance between
what this country needs to guarantee its security and what we
can afford, the National Guard delivers an exceptional value
in this security equation,” General McKinley said.

In 2010, the Army National Guard has consumed less than
11 percent of the Army’s budget while providing almost 40
percent of the Army’s operating force, Guard officials said. The
Air National Guard has operated on less than 7 percent of the
Air Force’s budget during this fiscal year, and it currently com-
prises about one-third of the Air Force’s capability.

“These same forces also stand ready to save lives and ease
suffering at home because of our National Guard’s ‘dual mis-
sion’ nature,” General McKinley said. "Whatever people,
expertise and equipment we maintain as America’s opera-
tional reserve can also be used here on the home front in a
variety of missions that directly benefit American citizens.”

“As everyone in the Department of Defense continues to
navigate this fiscally constrained environment, it is critical for
defense planners and decision-makers to understand the great
benefit that the National Guard brings as a dual-use military
force,” General McKinley said. “And rest assured that the
National Guard is working to identify further efficiencies that
offer even greater value to America.” 

After nearly 374 years of successfully meeting the nation’s
needs, General McKinley said National Guard officials intend
to stay relevant for generations to come. 

“As the Department of Defense continues to work innova-
tive solutions to the changing fiscal and global security envi-
ronments, it would be hard to imagine what an America with-
out its National Guard would look like,” he said. 

To view the entire report, go to: The National Guard: A
great value for America: http://www.ng.mil/Images1/docs/
Value_of_the_National_Guard.pdf.

McKinley reviews
National Guard's

contribution to DOD 

        



COMMUNITY1122 SILVER WINGS
August 6, 2010

Thrift Shop Saturday Back-to-
School Sale 

The Base Thrift Shop will have a large Back
to School Sale on Aug. 7 from 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.
All white ticket clothing items over 25 cents
will be half price. Extra rummage bags will
have 25 cents/clothing item. The Thrift Shop
is located in Bldg 345 on Imes Street, next to
the Youth Center. Phone 434-2954.

Airman’s Activity Council
Meeting

The Airman’s Activity Council will be
meeting on Aug. 10 in the services complex at
4:00 p.m. The council will be going over a vari-
ety of matter including selection of a logo for
the organization. 

Columbus Retiree Affairs Office
The Columbus Retiree Affairs Office is in

need of a leader. For more information contact
Major Bland at 434-2802.

Air Force Retiree Council
The Air Force Retiree Council is looking

for a candidate to serve in Area IX which
includes Alabama, Louisiana, Mississippi and
Tennessee. For more information, call 434-
2802.

Manpower Openings
There are currently openings for qualified

non-commissioned officers in the manpower
career field. If you have excellent mathematic
and communication skills, you may qualify for a
career opportunity in this exciting career field.
Interested? Call Linda Kessler extension 434-
2341 at the Installation Manpower and
Organization Office.

Personnel Property Challenges
this summer

The Joint Personal Property Shipment
Offices and Traffic Management Facilities are
experiencing unprecedented challenges this
summer season regarding the movement of
household goods, mostly due to carrier capacity
through an increased demand in both the DOD
and commercial markets. This saturated market
is making it difficult for JPPSO San Antonio to
book shipments. In addition, some
Transportation Service Providers that previous-
ly accepted shipments are now canceling them a
few days before the move, resulting in JPPSO-
SAT having to rebook the shipment. The QA
section is taking corrective action as necessary
against the TSPs, but it doesn’t resolve the prob-
lem. JPPSO-SAT is working overtime and

weekends to make sure all shipments are booked
in a timely manner. In the meantime, we ask
that our customers have alternate pack/pickup
dates, be flexible and consider performing a full
PPM (DITY) move. There is no easy fix, but
TMF Columbus is here to assist. The Air Staff
and Surface Deployment and Distribution
Command (SDDC) are working hard to find a
solution and SDDC will be providing the
JPPSOs and TMFs some additional guidance
through an upcoming advisory. 

CSC Casino Night
The Columbus Spouses Club will hold its

first function, a casino night and membership
drive, under its new name Aug. 17 at 6 p.m., at
the Columbus Club. The event is open to all
spouses of military, civilian and contract
BLAZE Team members. Please RSVP to
coscrsvp@yahoo.com by noon Aug. 12 for the
Casino Night and Membership drive.

MPS Training dates require
appointments

The Military Personnel Section (MPS) in
building 730 will hold in-house training on
Tuesday and Thursday afternoons during Night
Flying Weeks. They will utilize appointments-
only on these days to accommodate this neces-
sary training. If you have any questions, contact
the MPS Supt, Master Sgt. Heng, at 434-2611.

AETC Civilian Tuition Assistance 
To be eligible for Civilian TA, the civilian

employee must be an appropriated fund, perma-
nent AETC employee or in a term position with
more than one year before the “not to exceed”
date. Temporary employees will be considered
on a case-by-case basis. AETC civilians can use
up to $4,500 per fiscal year. Civilians are
restricted to one course per term, and the per
semester hour tuition cap is $250. Courses must
be Air Force mission-related. Call the
Education Center at 434-2562/2563 or send an
email to  edward.hodge@columbus.af.mil for
more information. 

Base Thrift Shop
The Base Thrift Shop is open on Tuesdays &

Thursdays from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
Consignments till 12 p.m. Please visit the Thrift
Shop for more information on consignments.
Donations are accepted and very much appreci-
ated. They can be dropped off anytime in the
donation shed. The Thrift Shop is non-profit
and all proceeds benefit CAFB Community. It is
located in Bldg/ 345, Imes Street (next to Youth
Center), Phone: 434-2954.

Library Story Time
The base library will hold Story Time on

Wednesday from 10 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. Story
Time will continue to be held each week.

Base News

Wednesday Evening Adult Bible
Study

The CAFB Chapel will be holding a variety
of Adult Bible Studies from 6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.
A Pot Luck dinner will be served at 5 p.m.,
please bring a side dish or dessert to share if you
are able. Please call the Chapel at 434-2500 for
a list of studies.

Protestant Worship Service
Sunday:
9 a.m. — Adult Sunday School 
10:45 a.m. — Traditional Worship Service

(Children’s Church)

All are invited to a fellowship luncheon fol-
lowing the 10:45 a.m. service the fourth Sunday
of each month.

Catholic Services
Tuesday

6:30 p.m. — Choir Practice
Sunday:

3:30 p.m. — Religious Education,
grades K-9

3:45 p.m. — Choir Practice
4:30 p.m. — Confession
5:00 p.m. — Mass 
6:00 p.m. — RCIA

Airman and Family 
Readiness Center

(Editor’s note: All activities are offered at the
Airman & Family Readiness Center unless other-
wise specified. For more information about any of
the activities listed, call 434-2790 or email
afrc@columbus.af.mil.)

Chapel Schedule
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Lisa Daniel
American Forces Press

Service

WASHINGTON — The
Defense Department is adjusting
its child care fees, adding cate-
gories for its highest income earn-
ers, to compensate for six years
without fee range increases,
Pentagon officials announced July
30.

The department’s Military and
Community Family Policy Office
has added three categories to the
top of its fee schedule to go into
effect by Sept. 30, said Barbara
Thompson, the director of the
office of family policy, children and
youth. 

Each service will issue specific
fee guidelines, including excep-
tions to the fee schedule, and
adopt fees within the policy office’s
ranges, she said.

The adjustment brings the
number of fee categories to nine,
causing some people to move into
different categories, Ms.
Thompson said. In the previous fee
schedule, which has been in effect
since 2004, everyone with a total
family income of $70,001 or more
was in Category VI, the top level,
and paid an average of $124 per
child per week.

Under the new schedule, fami-
lies with a total family income
between $73,501 and $85,000 will
be in Category VI, and will pay
between $122 and $130 per child
per week, still under $3 per hour
for a 50-hour week, Ms. Thompson
said. 

Here is the new fee schedule:
Category I — people with

incomes of $29,400 or below will
pay between $44-$59 per week;

Category II — people with
incomes from $29,401 to $35,700
will pay between $60-$74 per
week;

Category III — people with

incomes from $35,701 to $46,200
will pay between $75-$90 per
week;

Category IV — people with
incomes from $46,201 to $57,750
will pay between $91-$105 per
week;

Category V — people with
incomes from $57,751 to $73,500
will pay between $106-$121 per
week;

Category VI — people with
incomes from $73,501 to $85,000
will pay between $122-$130 per
week;

Category VII — people with
incomes from $85,001 to $100,000
will pay between $131-$133 per
week;

Category VIII — people with
incomes from $100,001 to
$125,000 will pay between $134-
$136 per week;

Category IX — people with
incomes of $125,001 or above will
pay between $137-$139 per week.

There is a high-cost option for
installations that meet specific cri-
teria due to the high cost of living
and high staff salaries.

Military child care is known as
a model for the nation, and fund-
ing is evenly split by fees and feder-
al subsidies, Ms. Thompson said. 

The increased fees are neces-
sary to maintain high quality of
care, she said.

The changes come after two
years of study that found the fees
were not keeping up with inflation
and family income, Ms. Thompson
said.

“We understand that these are
tough economic times for families,
but we did this very deliberately
after careful study,” she said.
“When you look at what you’re
getting for your child care fees, it’s
a wonderful opportunity in a high-
quality care environment.”

Child care fees
change to maintain

quality services

Capt. John Severns
AETC Public Affairs

RANDOLPH AIR FORCE BASE, Texas —
Airmen who want to participate in the Air Force’s pre-
mier academic and technical showcase can now put a
date on their calendars for the 2011 Air Education and
Training Command Symposium and AETC Ball.

The two-day event, co-sponsored by the Alamo
Chapter of the Air Force Association, will be held Jan.
20-21 at the Henry B. Gonzalez Convention Center
in San Antonio, according to Mr. Jim Sturch, director
of AETC Event Planning and this year’s event.

“This will be the fifth year we’ve held the AETC
Symposium, and every year it has gotten better,” Mr.
Sturch said. “The seminars and discussion forums led

by our education and training experts offer Airmen a
first-hand look at the cutting edge of Air Force train-
ing and education, and literally provides a window to
the future of our Air Force.”

The 2010 AETC Symposium featured more than
100 seminars and was attended by 3,700 Airmen from
across the services, according to event organizers. Mr.
Sturch said he expected similar numbers for the 2011
symposium.

People interested in more information about the
Symposium can visit www.aetcsymposium.com.
Military units interested in a booth at the expo can
also register at the website. 

Attendee registration for the Symposium will open
in early October.

Plans underway for 2011 AETC Symposium

U.S. Air Force photo/Staff Sgt. Jacob Corbin
School starts this week and with it,
buses will be running every day!
BLAZE Team members are asked to
be watchful for children and school
buses and continue to monitor all
speed limits and other traffic rules.

School starts this
week, be safe!

Pre-Separation Counseling (DD
Form-2648)

Mandatory briefing for personnel separat-
ing or retiring. Briefing should be completed
at least 90 days prior to separation and may
completed up to 12 months prior to separa-
tion or retirement. Counseling held daily at
8:30 a.m. and takes approximately 30 min-
utes. 

Pre and Post Deployment Tour
Brief

Mandatory briefings for active duty per-
sonnel who are deploying or returning from
deployment or a remote tour. Briefings are
held daily at the AFRC; Pre-deployment at
9:30 a.m. and post-deployment at 1:30 p.m.,
434-2790.

The Wing Newcomers
Orientation has been moved to
Aug.10 from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. at
the Phillips Auditorium.

Self-paced Tutorials
Available on MS Office 2007 Suites;

Access, Excel, Outlook, PowerPoint, Word
and Windows Vista. Set your own learning
pace at your AFRC. 

Tech. Sgt. Amaani Lyle
Secretary of the Air Force

Public Affairs

WASHINGTON — Seeking
an enduring and distinctive way to
reflect the Air Force’s cultural iden-
tity and adapt to changing missions,
senior leaders have solicited feed-
back from Airmen to help develop
potential mottos, officials said Aug.
2.

“The intent is to create a phrase
that captures the spirit of the Air
Force, is inspirational, and serves as
an enduring rallying cry for Airmen,
from Airmen,” said Air Force Vice
Chief of Staff Gen. Carrol H.
“Howie" Chandler. 

General Chandler approached
the Air Force Ad Council in
February, said Lt. Col. Clark
Groves, the Secretary of the Air
Force Public Affairs chief of opinion
research and media assessment. The
general directed the council to
explore ways to gather Air Force-
wide inputs to create a motto that
distinctively captures what it means
to be an Airman and to communi-
cate what the Air Force represents. 

“We’re an all-volunteer, expedi-
tionary Air Force at war,” Colonel
Groves said. “Even while we main-
tain a wartime tempo, we must con-
tinue to attract, recruit, retain, edu-
cate, develop and unify our force.”

Air Force officials expressed

confidence that the nearly year-
long process to gather input from
Airmen will yield worthy candidate
mottos reflecting a research-sup-
ported sense of their unique military
service identity.

The input and research process
will soon yield a list of 10 candidate
mottos that will go to a “rack-and-
stack” preference test in a survey
sent to thousands of Airmen
throughout the Air Force, Colonel
Groves said. The commander of Air
Education and Training Command
will then present the final three
selections at the upcoming CORO-
NA hosted by the Air Force
Academy, Colorado Springs, Colo.,
at the end of September.

“To be enduring, the motto
must represent the essence of the
Air Force culture," Colonel Groves
said. "It must capture the Airman’s
sense of what it means to be part of
that culture, a sense of their Air
Force identity. Mottos remind of us
what we stand for and value as indi-
viduals, as a service, as families and
as a nation.” 

Colonel Groves made the dis-
tinction between temporary recruit-
ing slogans and an official motto,
which will be the service’s first. 

“People may recall slogans such
as ‘Aim High,’ ‘No One Comes
Close,’ and ‘Cross Into the Blue’
seen in ad campaigns supporting

recruiting efforts,” Colonel Groves
said. “The Air Force motto, in con-
trast, is focused on building esprit-
de-corps, and is meant to endure to
future generations of Airmen.”

During a series of face-to-face
focus groups held with hundreds of
Airmen worldwide, many partici-
pants cited the Marine Corps’
mainstay “Semper Fi” as an example
of a strong and enduring expression
of military identity. 

Air Force officials said their
intent is not to emulate another
service, but to use the effectiveness
and endurance of that motto’s per-
ception as a baseline for this pro-
ject’s goals.

Extensive feedback from
Airmen collected via Web-based
and face-to-face surveys have pro-
vided a path for developing an
enduring motto, Colonel Groves
said.

“Our main objective at the start
of the process was to capture the
pure, unfiltered perspective of our
active-duty, Reserve and Guard
forces on what it meant to them to
be an Airman,” Colonel Groves
said. “We’ve now collected vital
inputs from thousands of Airmen as
a baseline, and as we proceed, the
Air Force is committed to an open
process driven by that input.”

The final motto will be pub-
lished following CORONA

Air Force primed to adopt official motto
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Senior Airman Emerald Ralston
92nd Air Refueling Wing 

Public Affairs

FAIRCHILD AIR FORCE BASE, Wash.
— I thought I was ready for war.

I had gone through Army combat skills
training at Ft. Lewis, Wash. I had squared
away all my financial and legal documents. I
even found a new confidence and a love for
the military. 

My brother, Army Sgt. Ian Ralston, a com-
bat medic, and I spoke on the phone while I
was at Baltimore International Airport, just
hours before I boarded my first flight overseas. 

He offered me advice, motivation and
insight into the Army way of doing things, as
I was deploying with the 10th Mountain
Division.

Like I said, I thought I was ready.
I arrived in Afghanistan and was sent to

Camp Spann, about 200 miles north of Kabul. 
After a couple of weeks, I was preparing to

convoy to an even more remote area for the
next five months. 

Before we left, I made the usual call home.
I’d ask my parents to pray for me before I went
on convoys so they knew what I was up to and,
God forbid, in case anything happened, they
would be prepared. 

This particular time, I didn’t get the
“Okay, Honey, be safe,” I was used to.

Instead I heard my mother’s muffled sobs,
and through the tears and gasps I put together
what I could: the part of the war I wasn’t ready
for. 

“Ian got hit,” were the only words I heard
before I let out that guttural groan of grief you
never want to have to release. 

“It’s bad ... real bad,” were the next words
I heard. 

My big brother was deployed to Iraq at the
time with the 2/23 Infantry Regiment, 4th
Stryker Battalion Combat Team, 2nd Infantry
Division. He had been on a convoy earlier
that day. 

The hours that followed felt like years. My
unit at Camp Spann acted more quickly than
I thought possible. They understood the grav-
ity of the situation and scheduled convoys,
flights and liaisons for me at each stop to get
me to my brother. 

I spent the next 24 hours running from
flight to flight from Afghanistan to Germany,
fearing and expecting the worst, trying to find
a way to prepare myself for what was to come.
I couldn’t eat, I couldn’t sleep. I had nothing

but the love for my brother to keep me going.
I needed to see him, and I knew he needed me
there. 

When I finally arrived at Landstuhl Army
Medical Center, Germany, my brother was
being stabilized and prepared for a medevac to
Walter Reed Army Medical Center,
Washington, D.C. 

I met with Sgt. Jake Flores, a close friend of
Ian’s from their first tour in Iraq. He specifical-
ly requested to be Ian’s nurse so Ian would
always have someone he knew and trusted by
his side. He pulled me aside before I entered
Ian’s room and explained Ian’s injury to me. 

Sergeant Flores offered me a shoulder to
cry on. He reminded me to breathe, and reas-
sured me that if I needed to break down, I
could take a moment to do just that before I
entered Ian’s room.

And I did. 
My brother — the reason I joined the mil-

itary, the reason I wanted to deploy, the person
I wanted to make proud more than anyone in
the world with my military service — was now
a quadriplegic. Shrapnel from an improvised
explosive device had penetrated his C2 verte-
bra. The shrapnel, the doctors told me, would
kill him if they tried to remove it. 

When I finally pulled myself together, I
knew from that point on I had to be strong, I
had to take everything the military had taught
me about strength and bearing and put it all to
the test. 

When I walked in, I looked at everything
except him. I looked at the machine that was
breathing for him, at the monitors all around
his bed. I focused on the sound of the ventila-
tor breathing in and out, the beeping of his
vitals. Finally, my eyes rested on my brother. 

Honestly, he looked fine, as if nothing had
happened. But then he looked up at me and
tried to smile, and I noticed the tubes in his
mouth. 

From that moment, I spent every second
by his side. I flew with him to Walter Reed and
was greeted by hoards of military leaders.
Chaplains asked if I was okay. Senior officers
thanked us for our service. Then nurses loaded
him onto another litter, taking his tubes, wires
and monitors, and rushed him to the fourth
floor, the intensive care unit, an area I
became very familiar with over the next three
weeks. 

Later that night, after my parents arrived,
a nurse frantically came into his ward and told
us we had to look at something. 

We did, and I knew what I had to do. 

After all, my parents shouldn’t have to ask
their son if he wants to be taken off life sup-
port. 

It was the single hardest thing I’ve ever
done. 

After we took him off his medication and
asked him, he blinked twice. No. 

He wanted to be kept alive. 
From that moment on, I realized the

fragility, preciousness and importance of life. I
realized the difference between the war they
prepare us for and the side of war that exists in
hospitals. 

Not many people see those in limbo -- the
ones who live after sustaining serious injuries
in defense of our country. They are certainly
not forgotten, and they don’t go unnoticed. As
I saw amputees walking or wheeling them-
selves around in the halls, or the young troops
who keep the ICUs full at all times, I realized
these heroes are all versions of my brother, my
hero, the young Soldier who wanted to serve
his country and ended up with a ball bearing
in his spine. They all have families who care,
units who pulled together to see them
through, lives they’ve impacted and a country
that thanks them for their sacrifices.

He “bled green” until the day he took
shrapnel to the back of the neck and rolled out
of the back of his Stryker. 

Then he just bled.
Ian currently sits in the Veterans Affairs

Spinal Cord Injury Center in Minneapolis,
Minn., constantly surrounded by friends and
family. His positivity is a reminder to everyone
who knows him that life is worth living; life is
bigger than the problems we face at the
moment. 

He smiles and laughs every day. He says
“please” and “thank you” when asking for
medication. He knows he is blessed to be
alive, and the nurses and doctors are consis-
tently blown away by his progress. 

The doctors say he will never walk again.
Ian feels differently. His faith and stubbornness
have already taken him past what the doctors
told him he would be capable of. 

People like Ian are reasons to make life
worth living, to live a life worth the sacrifices
of those who serve. 

There are little things we do every day that
my brother can’t do: scratching his face, clear-
ing his throat, speaking out loud. My brother
is one of thousands of men and women who
protected our freedoms. He spent his career
saving the lives of others. Now he is on the
other end of the spectrum. 

I urge servicemembers to keep in mind
what it means to wear our uniform, the uni-
form so many Soldiers and Airmen may never
be able to put back on because of their sacri-
fices. 

Make them and our nation proud by the
way we conduct ourselves in uniform and
remember what an honor it is to put it on
every morning. 

And remember, when you step foot in the
war zone, anything can happen. You may
never be prepared for what you may face, but
if you ever have to see the horrors of war, face
them with honor.

I thought I was ready for war. Now I have
to prepare for a fight of a different kind: the
fight to help my brother live his life. 

He has certainly taught me how to live
mine. 

How I learned to live

Courtesy photo
Senior Airman Emerald Ralston sits with Army Sgt. Ian Ralston, her brother, at the
Veterans Affairs Spinal Cord Injury Center in Minneapolis, Minn. Airman Ralston is a
public affairs specialist with the 92nd Air Refueling Wing Public Affairs. 

Kat Savage
14th Force Support Squadron

Do you know what you get when you cross 16
children that are 6-12 years of age, two enthusias-
tic instructors and science experiments? Of course
you do…a little bit of a mess and a whole lot of
fun. The Air Force Services Agency provided a
$2,250 dollar grant to the Columbus Air Force
Base youth center to sponsor a hands-on science
camp.

The Lowndes County 4-H staff put on one
fantastic and messy Hands-On Science camp on
July 12-16 for the Columbus AFB youth commu-
nity. Several parents stated that this was one of
the best camps ever. The main focus was aimed at
exploring the scientific world and discovering
what exactly science is.

Camp goers were able to engage in different
hands-on science experiments while learning
proper procedures of conducting an experiment.
One of the highlights of the camp was that the
youth were able to become inventors for a day and
were given the chance to invent a product that
would shade their eyes from the sun. They came
up with some very interesting, yet inventive,
ideas.

This camp provided the young people a way
of engaging in the 4-H’s national theme of “One
Million New Ideas, One Million New Scientists.”
Columbus AFB Youth Programs would like to
provide a special thanks to LeAnn Alexander ,4-
H Military Summer Intern, and Sandra Jackson,

Winston County 4-H Agent, who facilitated
this great week.

Future scientists get hands-on at camp

U.S. Air Force photo
(First row) Abigail Dawson, Ariana Bowman, Cameron Heaps, Zane Bland,
Bayleigh Graves, Eric Ferrari, (second Row) Elliott Harner, Alex Sherman, Gunnar
Hubert, William Wilson, Arden Bland, third Row) Mrs. Sandra Jackson, Rachel
Heaps, Oliver Harner, Josiah Dawson, Briana Hodges, Ariel Moseng, and LeAnn
Alexander. 

U.S. Air force photo/Melissa Duncan
Col. Diane Fletcher, 14th Medical Group commander, presents
new 14th Medical Operation Squadron Commander Lt. Col. William
Isler with the 14th MDOS guidon at a formal ceremony August 2 at
the Columbus Club. 

New 14th MDOS/CC takes command T-1 Crossword

See the answer to last week’s 
crossword on page 3.
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Cruise in 2011
The Information, Ticket and Travel Office has

a group cruise available, register by Sept. 1 for the
four-day cruise starting Thanksgiving Day, Nov.
24 and going to Cozumel, Mexico. Cost for two
people for the November trip is as low as $816
with a $50 ship board credit. For more informa-
tion, call 434-2507 or 7861.

Karaoke’s Best Finale
The Columbus Club is hosting the finale start-

ing at 6:30 p.m. Aug. 6. Join us for dinner, drinks
and music as we watch the contest winners from
the last few months compete for the title of
Karaoke’s Best and a grand prize of $300. Reserve
a table by Aug. 4 for your family and friends and
enjoy a casual dining experience with a dinner
theater atmosphere. Call 434-2489 for more
information. 

Family game night
Stop by the base library starting at 6:30 p.m.

Aug. 9 and enjoy an hour of family games. For
more information, call 434-2934. 

Music on the patio
The Whispering Pines Golf Course is offering

a night of music, food and beverages specials Aug.
13 starting at 5 p.m.  

Parents day out
The youth center and child development cen-

ter offer this program from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Aug.
14. Reservations required by Aug. 11. For more
information, call 434-2504 or 434-2479. 

Back to School Blast Party
The free event for members features all you

can eat hamburgers, hot dogs, chips, watermelon,
macaroni salad and cookies starting at 4 p.m.
Aug. 20. Its free for members and $5 for nonmem-
bers and $3 for nonmembers children. There will
be ponies, dunking tank, jumpers, races, contests,
a DJ and prizes. 

Trip to Tannehill State Park
Outdoor Recreation offers this trip Aug. 21.

The bus will depart from Outdoor Rec at 7 a.m.
and return around 5 p.m. Cost is $20 per person.
Must have at least 10 registered by Aug. 13.  

Family trip to Alabama Adventure
Register at the youth center for this trip Aug.

22. The bus will be leaving at 7:30 a.m. and
returning around 7 p.m. Cost is $40 per person.
Must have 10 registered by Aug. 18 to offer this
trip. For more information, call 434-2504. 

Family Reading Night
The Base Library offers this program starting

at 6:30 p.m. Aug. 23. For more information, call
434-2934. 

Back to School Paintball open
play

Outdoor Recreation is offering this open play

from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. Aug. 14. All are welcome.
Cost is $49 and includes 2,000 paintballs, free
field fee and free unlimited air. For more informa-
tion, call 434-2507. 

BOGO bowling
Buy one game, get the second game free all

day Aug. 2. For more information, call the bowl-
ing center at 434-3426. 

Family fun run/walk
The youth center is hosting this FitFactor

event at 8:30 a.m. Aug. 14 starting in the Youth
Center parking lot. Register by Aug. 9 at the
youth Center. 

Back to School stay out late and
bowl

The bowling center will extend their hours
and close at 1 a.m. Friday, Aug. 27. For more
information, call 434-3426. 

Base families offered a variety of activities
Maj. Veronica Smith

14th Communications Squadron commander

We all joined the Air Force for a reason. Many Airmen
have family members who have served or are serving in the
military. Others were military dependents prior to entering
the military. Then there are some personnel who for what-
ever reason were the first and remain the only family mem-
ber to join the military.

I am one of those latter individuals. Throughout high
school my focus was academics, sports and social organiza-
tions. Although I noticed some of my friends proudly wear-
ing a military uniform once a week, never did I consider
the military an option. Honestly I never even made
inquiries about the ROTC program. 

Years later while attending college; I saw four buses pull
into my hometown mall with Airmen walking proud and
looking sharp in their crisp uniforms. Everyone wants to be
part of a winning team, and being a former athlete, I knew
this team was a winner and I definitely wanted to be on
the team. 

While I continued to pursue my college degree, in the
back of my mind the day at the mall remained in my mind.

Then two of my high school friends returned home after
serving a year in the Air Force. Throughout their two
weeks at home, I absorbed all the information possible
about the Air Force. The more I heard, the greater my
desire became to join. With worry in their eyes but love in
their hearts my parents drove me to the airport and off I
went to begin what has been the biggest adventure of a
lifetime.

Eleven assignments and two deployments later and I am
still enjoying every moment. It is the people that inspire
me to continue the journey. On any given day you can wit-
ness military and civilian personnel making the ultimate
sacrifice to prepare Airmen on a professional and personal
level. Helping Airmen cope with the demanding deploy-
ment schedule and separation from family is common.
Another is just the mere thought of helping one another
during good and bad experiences. 

When I was informed that I was selected to command
the 14th Communications Squadron, I was extremely
excited. Being selected to assume command is an honor
and a privilege. Needless to say, there is a tremendous dif-
ference between being selected and assuming the reins. I
now understand what my predecessors enjoyed about the

position and I welcome the opportunity to use my skills
and past Air Force experiences. I am extremely excited to
work with the 14th CS Airmen, civilians, and contractors,
and provide quality and quantitative support to sharpen
their skills and talents to maximize their potential while
serving our valuable commodities "our customers.” My
philosophy has been and will continue to be "People First"
and I am committed to lead the squadron with honor and
dignity.

After 29 days in command of the 14th CS, my positive
perception of the Air Force continues. First, the warm wel-
come from the BLAZE Team has been great. Second, the
dedication and the motivation of the 14th CS personnel
have been impressive as they balance daily mission
requirements, support families before and after deploy-
ments, and pursue professional military education curricu-
la. These are daunting tasks that the entire team (military,
civilians, and contractors) are executing with pride and
commitment. Knowing that you are part of a team that
takes care of its member’s makes one want to be better, and
do better for the best team around…the United States Air
Force. 

Why I joined…why I continue to serve

Staff Sgt. J.G. Buzanowski
92nd Air Refueling Wing 

Public Affairs

FAIRCHILD AIR FORCE BASE,
Wash. — Memorial Day is a time for
remembrance; it’ll certainly be a day one
Airman here will never forget:

Senior Airman Emerald Ralston spent
the day on an aeromedical evacuation
flight from Germany to Walter Reed Army
Medical Center in Washington, D.C. One
of the patients was a combat medic who
was injured in Iraq: Army Sgt. Ian Ralston,
her brother.

Airman Ralston, a public affairs special-
ist, had been deployed to Afghanistan for
about two weeks. Her job was to document
and record the mission of joint and coali-
tion efforts supporting the Afghan govern-
ment. On a fateful day in late May, she was
preparing for a mission, a convoy that
would take her to her final deployment
location, when she called home to check
in. 

“This was the third convoy I’d been
preparing for,” Airman Ralston said. “I’d

already made it a habit to call home before
my other trips, just to touch base with my
parents. I think they appreciated getting
the calls, since both their children were
deployed at the same time.”

But there were no words of encourage-
ment to be had during this particular call.
Airman Ralston’s older brother had been
caught in an explosion while in the gunner
position of a Stryker armored combat vehi-
cle. They’d driven under an overpass and
an improvised explosive device went off.
Sergeant Ralston took the brunt of the
blast. This time, it was the combat medic
who needed help.

By Memorial Day, both Ralstons were
on their way to Landstuhl Army Medical
Center in Germany. During the trip,
Airman Ralston had nothing but time on
her hands -- time to reflect, time to remi-
nisce, time to worry. 

“I had a lot of help getting from place to
place, but the flights themselves were
long,” she said. “I didn’t know what was
actually wrong or the extent of his injuries,
so not knowing was the worst part. All I
wanted was to get to my brother.”

Her brother was the reason Airman
Ralston joined the military. He inspired
her to want to serve her country. He’d told
her about deployments, and she was excit-
ed to do her part.

Once in Germany, Airman Ralston met
with Army Sgt. Jake Flores, one of her
brother’s friends from their first deploy-
ment together. Sergeant Flores had
requested to be Sergeant Ralston’s nurse. 

“When they told me it was bad, I was
hoping he was mangled,” Sergeant Flores
said. “We can fix mangled.”

But once he’d seen how injured
Sergeant Ralston was, reality set in. 

“We can’t fix this,” he thought. 
Shrapnel from the IED had penetrated

his neck, broken his C2 vertebra, and
lodged in his spinal cord, rendering him
paralyzed from the neck down. Doctors
couldn’t operate for fear of making it worse.
Rehabilitation was the only option. 

After two and a half weeks, the
Ralstons were transported to the Veterans
Affairs Spinal Cord Injury Center in
Minneapolis, Minn. 

Since moving there, Sergeant Ralston

has been in speech therapy and learned to
breathe without a respirator for short peri-
ods of time. He’s learned to operate a spe-
cial wheelchair and can even use a comput-
er. He’s already made more progress than
doctors thought possible. 

“He’s just stubborn, that’s all,” Airman
Ralston said. “They told him all kinds of
things he won’t ever be able to do again.
Ian disagrees.”

Progress is steady for his recovery, but
soon he’ll have even more support. 

Airman Ralston is in the midst of sepa-
rating from the Air Force to become her
brother’s full-time care giver. 

Their parents’ home in Iowa is being
renovated so Sergeant Ralston will be able
to convalesce when he’s ready to leave the
center. 

“I’m so proud of Ian for everything he’s
been able to do,” Airman Ralston said.
“He’s my brother, but he’s also my hero.
We’ve had a lot of support from everyone
involved, and our family is extremely grate-
ful so many people stepped up to help us. I
can’t thank everyone enough.”

Fairchild Airman prepares for a mission of a different kind Thursday afternoon golf
scrambles

Every Thursday at 5 p.m. Open to
both men and women. Register by 4
p.m. by calling the pro shop at 434-
7932. Entry is $5 plus greens fees. 

Flag Football and Cheer-
leading Registration

Registrations ends today. Cost is
$25 for ages 3-4 and $35 for ages 5-18.
Cheerleading cost is $35 for ages 6-12.
Volunteer coaches needed to support
the program. Call the Youth Center
at 434-2504 for more information. 

Twilight Golf Rates
Take advantage of the twilight golf

rate of $9 Sunday through Thursday
after 5 p.m. Golf as many holes as you
want. For walking golfers only. If you

want to rent a cart, they must be back
at the pro shop by 7 p.m. For more
information, call 434-7932.

Powder Puff Flag Football
for Girls

Cost is $35 for girls, ages 5-15.
Coaches needed for this new pro-
gram. Registration ends Aug. 6. Call
the Youth Center at 434-2504 for
more information. 

Bowl for the World Record
Bowl for the World Record Aug.

7 from 8 a.m. to 10 p.m. DJ party
starts at 7 p.m. For more informa-
tion, call the bowling center at 434-
3426. 

Bowling Lunch League
New league meeting every

Thursday at 11 a.m. and noon, you
choose. Purchase a lunch combo
and bowl in the league free. League
ends Sept. 30 with prizes awarded at
the end of the league. For more
information, call 434-3426. 

PGA Championship Pic-
A-Pro Golf Tournament

Pick a pro player that is compet-
ing in the PGA Championship and
match your score with his for your
net score. Tournament is Aug. 14-
15. Pick a pro by 9 a.m. on Saturday.
Entry is $5 plus greens fees. Must
play 18 holes each day with another
competitor in the tournament. For
more information, call 434-7932. 

Back to School Paintball
open play

Outdoor Recreation is offering
this open play from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Aug. 14. All are welcome. Cost is
$49 and includes 2,000 paintballs,

free field fee and free unlimited air.
For more information, call 434-
2507. 

Back to School stay out
late and bowl

The bowling center will extend
their hours and close at 1 a.m.
Friday, Aug. 27. For more informa-
tion, call 434-3426. 

Family fun run/walk
The youth center is hosting this

FitFactor event at 8:30 a.m. Aug. 14
starting in the Youth Center parking
lot. Register by Aug. 9 at the youth
Center. 

Golf and Bowl Tourn-
ament

This fun tournament is scheduled
for Aug. 21 starting at 1 p.m. at the
golf course. Play nine holes in this
four person scramble and then trek
to the bowling center for five games

of Baker style bowling. Entry is $30
per person and includes golf cart,
bowling and prize fund. For more
information, call 434-2337 and ask
for Pam. 

Youth fall soccer
Registration begins Aug. 23 for

this youth sport. Cost is $35 for ages
5-18 and $25 for ages 3-4. Volunteer
coaches are needed. For more infor-
mation, call 434-2504. 

One person scramble
This tournament tests your golf

skills – you get to hit two balls and
choose your best ball until you reach
the hole and if you need it, you get a
second shot for the putt. The tour-
nament is scheduled for Aug. 28
starting at 8 a.m. This is a handi-
capped event but a handicap can be
given based on your average score.
Entry is $10 plus greens fees.
Register by noon Aug. 27. For more
information, call 434-7932. 

Sport ShortsSport Shorts

Remember to turn off lights and computer monitors when you are done for the day!
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1. Unit Mission?
Squadron Level Mission: To provide

the highest quality communications and
information tools to build the world’s best
warriors, leaders, and professional military
pilots.

Vision: “Connecting to the world,”
ensuring all communications and informa-
tion needs are met within compliance
while focusing on providing customer serv-
ice.

2. Key Leaders?
Commander: Maj. Veronica Smith
First Sergeant: Master Sgt. Kyle Scafiti

3. Personnel numbers?
Military: 45 (11 deployed)
Contracted: 18
Civil Service: 13
Buildings: 5

4.  What does the unit man-
age?

Airfield System Maintenance,
Information Assurance, NIPRNET &
SIPRNET, Postal, Publications, Forms, and
Records Management, IT Asset
Management, Personal Wireless
Communication Systems, Land Mobile
Radios.

5. Slogan/unit name?
None. There’s a competition in the unit

right now to make one

6. Upcoming challenges?
Manning and user participation.

7.  How does the unit plays a
part in SUPT? 

Provide weather systems and air traffic
systems for flying as well as the computer
systems and network connectivity for train-
ing.

8. Unique aspects of the unit?   
Diversity. The 14th CS has a very

diverse amount of responsibilities computer
support, air traffic systems, weather systems,
as well as checking publications, forms, and
records. 

14th CS Spotlight

U.S. Air Force photo/Airman 1st Class Chase Hedrick
Airman Daniel Conner, a knowledge operations manager, places a box
of files back into storage with thousands of other records.

U.S. Air Force photo/Airman 1st Class Chase Hedrick
Airman 1st Class Tony Cambisi, an airfield systems maintenance technician,
conducts a voice test using an enhanced terminal voice switch.

U.S. Air Force photo/Airman 1st Class Chase Hedrick
John Sims, a telecommunications technician, tests a telephone cable pair for
quality. 

U.S. Air Force photo/Airman 1st Class Chase Hedrick
Airman 1st Class Morris Worship, a client service technician, works to
upgrade a computer with random access memory.

U.S. Air Force photo/Airman 1st Class Chase Hedrick
Airman 1st Class Tony Cambisi, an airfield systems maintenance techni-
cian, repairs an Ultra High Frequency ground to air transmitter. 

      


