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Senior          Squadron          
Squadron         Class             Overall        Track Select

37th (11-02) 6.72 days       5.26 days        May 13

41st (11-03)  5.95 days       2.07 days         Jun. 8

Senior         Squadron    
Squadron           Class            Overall        Graduation
48th (10-09)     6.88 days   1.49 days        May 21
50th (10-09)     2.91 days      3.33 days        May 21

PH A S E II PH A S E III
Aircraft Required Flown Annual 
T-6 414 410 20,705
T-1 142 156 6,619
T-38 158 185 6,567
IFF 32 42 1,382

IFF
Senior       Squadron    

Squadron        Class         Overall      Graduation
49th (10-GB) 1.66 days    1.53 days         May 11

Weather

News Briefs

Feature 10
A s i a n - P a c i f i c

American Heritage
Month is featured this
week.

Inside

Today
High: 90, Low: 60

Sunny

Saturday
High: 77, Low: 51

Mostly Sunny

Sunday
High: 77, Low: 53

Partly Cloudy

Monday
High: 81, Low: 60

Isolated T-storms

Class 10-09 Assignment Night
Specialized Undergraduate Pilot Training Class

10-09 will hold their Assignment Night at 5 p.m.
May 7 at the Columbus Club. 

Pinnacle Hunt Town Hall Meeting
Pinnacle Hunt will hold a Town Hall meeting

May 18 at 6 p.m. at the Columbus Club. 

Safety Day
May 13 is a mandatory Safety Day. There will

be Safety Briefings at 8 a.m., noon, 1:45 p.m. and
3:30 p.m. at the Kaye Auditorium

U.S. Air Force photo/Mary Crump
Col. Roger Watkins, 14th Flying Training Wing commander, and Col. Mike Dilda, 14th Mission Support Group deputy
commander, cut the ribbon on the base's new main gate April 30. The ribbon is anchored by Maj. Derrick Ossmann,
14th Security Forces Squadron, and Lt. Col. Mike Harner, 14th Civil Engineer Squadron commander. 

Sonic Johnson
14th Flying Training Wing 

Public Affairs

Columbus Air Force Base leaders gath-
ered Friday to commemorate the comple-
tion of yet another base construction proj-
ect.

The red ribbon across the new Main

Gate was officially cut April 30 by 14th
Flying Training Wing Commander Col.
Roger Watkins and 14th Mission Support
Group Deputy Commander Col. Mike
Dilda. Newly arrived 14th Civil Engineer
Squadron Commander Lt. Col Mike
Harner anchored one end of the ribbon
representing all the agencies and compa-
nies that took part in the construction of

the gate. Maj. Derrick Ossmann, 14th
Security Forces Squadron commander,
anchored the other end of the ribbon, rep-
resenting nearly 100 Security Forces
squadron members, many of whom will
call the new Main Gate their “office.”

The $1.7 million project features
enhanced security measures required after

Base opens new main gate

See GATE, Page 2

The graduation speaker is Maj. Gen. Jay Lindell, Director, Global Power Programs, Office of the Assistant Secretary of the Air Force for Acquisition, Headquarters U.S. Air Force, Washington, D.C. 

Serenity Now
Massage Therapy

Massage 
Therapy

Buy 3 get one freeBuy 3 get one free 
(full body sessions)(full body sessions)

o er expireso  er expires
May 31, 2010May 31, 2010

We offer Active MilitaryWe offer Active Military 
discount ofdiscount of $10.00$10.00 off off

$20 off for all mom’s$20 off for all mom’s
(Valid for full body(Valid for full body 

massage, one per person)massage, one per person) 

$15 off Couple’s Massages -$15 off Couple’s Massages -
Not just for couples! Friends,Not just for couples! Friends, 
sisters, daughters and mom’ssisters, daughters and mom’s 
come in for some girl time!come in for some girl time!

662.251.7669662.251.7669
serenitynowmt.comserenitynowmt.com

Convenient hours to better serve you!Convenient hours to better serve you!

RENT-A-SPACERENT-A-SPACE
406 Wilkins-Wise Road406 Wilkins-Wise Road

 NORTH COLUMBUS
406 Wilkins-Wise Road

662-327-5656

EAST COLUMBUS
1530 Gardner Blvd.

662-328-5666

NEW HOPE
2193 Lake Lowndes

662-327-0659

Modern Climate Controlled Units
Conventional Units

Website: www.columbusrentaspace.com
Email: info@ columbusrentaspace.com

3 Locations:
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First Lt. Jonathan Murphy
14th Force Support Squadron 

The story of human migration throughout the Pacific Islands is a testament
to the power of the human will, both its endurance and courage. Yet, I was
struck by how little my fellow Airmen knew about the history of their fellow
man’s journey across the first wild blue yonder, the Pacific Ocean. I spoke with
friends and coworkers from various backgrounds and found a general misled
historical perspective on the Pacific Islands. For many, the story of humans in
the Pacific began between the 18th and 19th centuries. However, the story
begins much earlier than that.  

As early as 40,000 BCE, the first groups of people were arriving on
Australia’s shores via Southeast Asia. Much of the early migration was facili-
tated by land bridges created by the accumulation of water into glaciers dur-
ing that time. Until 3,000 BCE, migration was largely land-based and did not
reach past Papua New Guinea.  

A boom in migration occurred at around 2,000 BCE as people began reach-
ing the Vanuatu and Fiji island groups. They sailed in twin-hulled canoes that
were up to 60 feet long. On these vessels, they continued to sail the Pacific
Ocean settling new islands along the way. They reached the Hawaiian Islands
by ~400 ACE and the Tahitian islands by ~600 ACE. During this time, the
people of the Pacific Islands had developed rich economies, cultures and gov-
ernments. Moreover, they had become masters of sea travel and exploration,
utilizing complex sailing and navigational technologies.  

The common theme in the history of the Pacific Island people is that they
never stopped reaching out into the blue and they always asked what the hori-
zon held for them.

A rather broad term, Asian-Pacific encompasses all of the Asian continent
and the Pacific islands of Melanesia (New Guinea, New Caledonia, Vanuatu,
Fiji and the Solomon Islands), Micronesia (Marianas, Guam, Wake Island,
Palau, Marshall Islands, Kiribati, Nauru and the Federated States of
Micronesia) and Polynesia (New Zealand, Hawaiian Islands, Rotuma,
Midway Islands, Samoa, American Samoa, Tonga, Tuvalu, Cook Islands,
French Polynesia and Easter Island). 

Like most commemorative months, Asian-Pacific Heritage Month origi-
nated in a congressional bill. In June 1977, Reps. Frank Horton of New York
and Norman Y. Mineta of California introduced a House resolution that
called upon the president to proclaim the first ten days of May as Asian-Pacific
Heritage Week. The following month, senators Daniel Inouye and Spark
Matsunaga introduced a similar bill in the Senate. Both were passed. On
October 5, 1978, President Jimmy Carter signed a Joint Resolution designat-
ing the annual celebration. Twelve years later, President George H.W. Bush
signed an extension making the week-long celebration into a month-long cel-
ebration. In 1992, the official designation of May as Asian-Pacific American
Heritage Month was signed into law. 

The month of May was chosen to commemorate the immigration of the
first Japanese to the United States on May 7, 1843, and to mark the anniver-
sary of the completion of the transcontinental railroad on May 10, 1869. The
majority of the workers who laid the tracks were Chinese immigrants. 

(Information from http://asianpacificheritage.gov was used in this article).

The Pacific Island Migration: A Historical Context

Photo by Sergei Mikhailovich Prokudin-Gorskii
Many Central Asiatic peoples, for example the Kirghiz, Kazakhs, and Uzbeks, lived
nomadic lives on the steppes, valleys, and deserts, migrating seasonally from one place
to another as opportunities for obtaining food, water, and shelter changed. Shown here is
a young Kazakh family in colorful traditional dress moving across the Golodnaia (or
"Hungry") steppe in present-day Uzbekistan and Kazakhstan. A painting by Tadashi Ikai entitled “Blue Ocean.”

U.S. Air Force photo/Airman 1st Class Elena Stofle
First Lt. Jonathan Murphy reads to children at the Child Development Center here May
3 as part of Asian-Pacific Heritage Month's events. Lieutenant Murphy is a member of
the 14th Force Support Squadron. 

Asian-Pacific Heritage Month celebrations on Columbus AFB

Photo by Ansel Adams
Tom Kobayashi, a Japanese-American, is shown at Manzanar Relocation Center,
California.

“Reminiscences of Nanjing”, Shitao , a Chinese painting from 1642-1707, Qing dynasty.
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Tops in Blue
Tour positions are available with this

special group with auditions open now for
trumpet, bass, video technicians and tech-
nician support stat. The deadline for audi-
tion packages for the 2011 worldwide talent
search is Nov. 5, 2010. The competition
will be held Dec. 5 to 13 at Lackland AFB.
Go to www.topsinblue.com to begin the
application process. 

Karaoke’s Best
The Columbus Club is hosting this ten-

week contest every Thursday from 7 to 11
p.m. until June 10. Contestants will be
judged by audience response and guest
judges. First second and third place winners
will be decided each night. Winners will
receive $25, $20 and $5 plus a $5 Indy’s
coupon, respectively. First place winners
each week will automatically compete in
the finale. Finale date will be announced
later. Second and third place winners may
continue to compete throughout the ten-
week run. Grand prize for first place winner
at the finale will be $300, second place is
$100 and third place is $50. For more infor-
mation, call 434-2490.

America’s Kids Run
Register on line at www.afmericaskids

run.org or at the Youth Center for this fam-
ily run from starting at 8 a.m. Saturday at
the youth center. Refreshments will be
served.

Inventory Reduction Sale
The Arts and Crafts Center is offering up

to 90 percent off their existing stock of
frames, T-shirts, plaques, etc. during the
month of May. For more information, call
434-7836.

Vegan menu available
The bowling center now offers a vegan

menu. To place an order, call 434-3426.

Club scholarship program
Write a 500-word or less essay on “What

does it mean to be part of the Air Force
Family? Open to current Air Force club
members and their family members. Entries
are due by July 1 to the FSS commander.
Twenty-five $1,000 scholarships will be
awarded throughout the Air Force. For
more information, go to  www.afclubs.net.  

End of Club membership drive
block party

Mark your calendars for 5 to 8 p.m.
March 27 for this fun night of jumpers,
games, live music, prizes and loads of fun.
Cost is $2 per plate for members and $5 for
non-members. Members kids is $1 per plate.
Non-members children is $4 per plate.
Menu includes hamburgers, hot dogs, brats,
potato salad, potato chips, corn on the cob,
cookies and punch. Current members
receive 3 months free dues for signing up a
friend. For more information, call 434-
2490.

Youth Summer Day Camp
Registration

The youth center is accepted registra-
tions for the summer day camp program
until all slots are filled. A $10 nonrefund-
able deposit is required for each week to
hold a space. Cost is based on total family
income. All meals, educational entrance
fees, supply costs, etc. are included in cost.
For more information, call 434-2504.

Family child care homes need-
ed

Ever dreamed of owning your own busi-
ness? Are you willing to work out of your on
base home? Do you enjoy working with
children? Then family child care might be
for you. Please contact Kat Savage, Airman
and Family Services at 434-3602 for more
information. 

DePLAYment Tag Passes avail-
able

DePLAYment Tag Passes are at the
Airman and Family Readiness Center until
the program’s end in July 2010. Air Force
active duty members with children and/or
spouse are eligible for the tag pass who have
been deployed in support of an active oper-
ation anytime after July 2009. Deployment
is described as TDY for 30 days or more; or
365-PCS in support of an active Operation
and documented on official orders. Family
members must bring in a copy of their spon-
sor’s orders and register for their tag passes
for such items as free instruction classes,
youth sports, youth events or hourly child
care. 

Zumba fitness classes
The fitness center now offers these class-

es Sundays from 3 to 4 p.m. Cost is $3 per
person per class but the first class is free. For
more information, call 434-2772.

Lunch and Bowl 
The Bowling Center offers two free

games of bowling with the purchase of an
adult lunch combo, Monday thru Friday
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. and all day Sunday.
For more information, call 434-3426.

Cosmic Bowling Special
Every Wednesday from 6 to 9 p.m. - $5

per person unlimited bowling and that
includes shoe rental. For more information,
call 434-3426. 

Mommie and me crafts classes
Stop by the Arts and Crafts Center to

check out the display of upcoming projects
during March for both youth and adult.
Classes are held Thursdays at 10:30 a.m.,
2:30 p.m. and 4:30 p.m. For more informa-
tion, call 434-7836.

British Soccer Registration
Register online at www.challenger

sports.com for this annual soccer camp for
children ages 3 to 18. The camp dates are
June 7 to 11. Call the youth center at 434-
2504 for details.

Squadron DUI-Free Bowling
Party

The bowling center is offering a free
squadron bowling party from 1 to 4 p.m.
Monday thru Friday for those squadrons
who have been without a DUI for three
months. Shoe rental, food and beverage
charges still apply. For more information or
to reserve the center, call the Bowling
Center at 434-3426.

Lifeguards/Instructors needed
Outdoor Recreation is looking for swim

instructors and lifeguards for the coming
summer season. For more information, call
Steve Bocek at 434-2507.

Join FitFamily! 
Air Force Services family fitness and

wellness initiative, FitFamily is an integral
component of the Year of the Air Force

Family. Families can register as a team at
www.USAFFitFamily.com to earn points
and achieve levels for participation in
Family Fun activities, family sports and fit-
ness and family nutrition. Recognition is
provided at each level to encourage families
to continue on the path of wellness. The
FitFamily program encourages Air Force
families to make healthy lifestyle choices
and provides resources and tips in an effort
to promote overall family fitness. For more
information, contact the Youth Center at
434-2504.

Space A lodging
The Magnolia Inn usually has openings

for Space A family and single units.
Contact the lodging desk at 434-2548.

Tickets available
The information, ticket and travel office

has discounted tickets for Disney World,
Universal Studios, Dollywood, Sea World,
Busch Gardens, Six Flags Over Georgia, the
Memphis Zoo, Alabama Adventure, the
Dixie Stampede, Geyser Falls, and more.
Call 434-2507 for more information.

Youth Center sponsorship pro-
gram

Moving is hard, but it is also a time to
meet new friends, find new hangout spots,
get involved in fun and different things and
go on trips to interesting places. The Youth
Sponsorship Program at Columbus was cre-
ated by and just for youth. To help make
your transition from your old base on to
your new base, contact the Youth Center
and join in the fun of the youth sponsorship
program. For more information, call 434-
2504.

Casino trip
Register at outdoor recreation for this

monthly trip the first Friday of every month
to the Silver Star and Golden Moon casi-
nos. Cost is $25 and includes transportation
and $25 in player money. Bus leaves at 5:30
p.m. from the BX parking lot and returns at
1 a.m. For more information, call 434-2507.

Base families offered a variety of activities
Gen. Stephen R. Lorenz

Air Education and Training
Command

RANDOLPH AIR FORCE BASE,
Texas — The Chief of Staff of the Air
Force recently announced that our service
must reduce its personnel end strength to
meet congressionally-mandated limits. Air
Force retention is currently at a 15-year
high, which is a testament to the tremen-
dous dedication of our Airmen serving dur-
ing a time of unprecedented deployments.
However, the high retention means our
end strength is above the limits set by
Congress, and we have to take steps to
reduce the number of Airmen on active
duty.

Normally we are able to adjust our
recruiting and accessions so the number of
new Airmen generally equals the number
of separating or retiring Airmen. We have
already reduced the number of new recruits
and officers entering the service this year,
but there is a limit to how much we can cut

incoming year
groups before we
start damaging the
future Air Force.
We have also
implemented vol-
untary options for
Airmen such as
enlistment contract
waivers, limited
active-duty service
c o m m i t m e n t
waivers, and volun-
tary separation pay.
So far not enough
Airmen have taken
advantage of these
programs to get us
under the
Congressionally-
approved end
strength, and other
involuntary pro-
grams such as selective early retirements of
some officer ranks are being implemented.

The numbers
this time around
are much smaller
than in the past,
but for Airmen
faced with force
management it will
be a stressful, possi-
bly life-changing
event. I expect the
leaders — officer,
enlisted and civil-
ian — in Air
Education and
Training Command
to help each indi-
vidual facing this
uncertainty with
the support they
need and deserve.

I urge leaders to
be empathetic to
the turbulence

these decisions cause in the lives of
Airmen — and the lives of family members

too. Be engaged in their decision-making
processes, be attentive to their concerns,
be assertive but fair advocates for their
contribution to today's fight. And be ready
to help Airmen who leave active duty --
whether voluntarily or involuntarily. Fully
participate in their transition, whether
they return to civilian life or choose to
serve in the Air National Guard, Air Force
Reserve or another branch of the armed
services.

If you have questions about the upcom-
ing force management process, please visit
the Air Force Personnel Center Web site,
https://gum.afpc.randolph.af.mil/ or con-
tact your military personnel flight.

The decision to undertake these meas-
ures was not made lightly by our leaders.
But in the end the Air Force, like all the
services -- and indeed, like all of us -- must
live within its means. You have my pledge
that we will do everything we can to make
this process as fair as possible and to help
Airmen affected by force management as
they start the next phase of their lives.

Leading Airmen through force management

Senior Master Sgt. Jessica D'Aurizio
Regional Command East 

Public Affairs advisory team

PAKTYA PROVINCE, Afghanistan — A rock
bounced off my weapon and leg as I tried to take photo-
graphs. I looked around to see where they were coming
from, but couldn’t tell. 

Another hit me in the side and stomach. I walked
toward the main group of children sitting on the ground,
hoping to let them see I wasn’t a threat—rocks hit me in
the back. 

They were sneaky, and I couldn’t identify the culprits.
I walked and stood close to the school headmaster. He was
hit with a rock that I’m sure was aimed at me. The head-
master quickly took charge of the children and chastised
them for their actions. 

Maybe they were scared because they weren’t sure what
was about to happen to them; maybe they already had
hatred instilled into their minds about Americans. We
were there to help. A group of Afghan National Army
and Air Force medical personnel were setting up a Village
Medical Outreach clinic April 14 in a school, close to Tara
village, north of Gardez. 

“We want to see the sick kids first or any that have cuts
or infections,” Col. Dean Messelheiser, the Air Force com-
mand surgeon at Forward Operating Base Thunder, said to

the school headmaster. 
The clinic wasn’t just for the kids, but also for anyone

in the community that needed medical assistance.
Vaccinations for measles, mumps, typhoid and other

common diseases were first on the agenda. Other services
included treatment of common illnesses and referral to
more advanced facilities if the clinic was not able to treat
their illness. 

“Of the over 300 patients we treated, five were criti-
cal,” said Adbul Jamial Hamkar, an ANA hospital worker
that took care of registrations that day. “Two needed sur-
gery and three had eye, ear or skin problems.”

Some of the most common complaints consisted of
joint pain, malnutrition, ear pain and nose bleeds. 

A 20-year-old male came in to have stitches removed
from a stab wound that had been treated at another loca-
tion. He said it was from fighting, but didn’t go into details
even though my curiosity was obvious. 

A boy named Azad who couldn’t have been more than
12 years old came in with part of a finger missing; his story
also wasn’t clear. He said it was from an explosion, but
none of his other fingers were damaged. Maybe he thought
if it was construed as a war-related injury he would get bet-
ter treatment. 

“We are so happy to have the ANA and U.S. medical
treatment at our school,” said the school headmaster as he

busied himself keeping the rowdy kids in line. 
It is another all-boys school which is what is predomi-

nant in Afghanistan. I think to myself how lucky I am to
have been born in a country that offers an education to
women as well as men. 

“There was a teenage girl that came in for minor med-
ical attention that was able to speak a few words of
English; I was amazed.” said Maj Jana Kokkonen, an Air
Force doctor assigned to train the ANA medical team at
FOB Thunder. “I asked her where she had learned to speak
English and found out that she had spent time in Pakistan
where she was able to go to school.” 

The girl confided in the doctor about wanting to learn,
but there were no schools available to her in that area.
The female doctor offered words of encouragement about
how she could do anything she wanted. Planting the seed
is half the battle.

As the long day came to an end and the 300-plus
patients had been seen, 500-plus immunizations given and
almost 1,000 prescription written, it was time to load up
and leave the school as we found it. 

In my mind I hope that in some small way the Afghan
people see that their new army is all about helping and
protecting the people, and that we all care and want the
country to be a better place for future generations. 

As I walk to my armored vehicle, the gestures from
some of the kids makes me cringe, but if we only reached a
few, then those few can make a difference in the future. It
is all about the children. What we do today will have
impact on what they do tomorrow. 

Planting the seed is half the battle
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This week’s puzzle: Asian and Pacific
American Heritage MonthMaster Sgt. Donna T. Jeffries

514th Air Mobility Wing Public Affairs

JOINT BASE McGUIRE-DIX-LAKE-
HURST, N.J. — Rest and relaxation mixed
with reintegration seminars and veteran
resources, coupled with plenty of chocolate
was the theme for the 60-day Yellow Ribbon
Event April 16 to 18 at Hershey Lodge in
Hershey, Pa.

Yellow Ribbon coordinators from the
514th Air Mobility Wing planned this event
for more than 60 military members who
recently returned from deployment. 

The Reserve and Guard members from
Joint Base McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst, Maryland
Air National Guard, Charleston Air Force
Base and New Castle Delaware, took advan-
tage of this opportunity to spend quality time
with their families while simultaneously get-
ting information to smooth their transition
back into civilian life. 

The Secretary of Defense initiated the
Yellow Ribbon Reintegration Program in 2008.
Its mission is to provide National Guard and
Reserve members and their families with infor-
mation, services, referral and proactive out-
reach programs through all phases of the
deployment, according to the Department of
Defense Yellow Ribbon website. Events are
held nationwide.

“As both a commander and deployed mem-
ber I thought this event was worthwhile,” said
Maj. Joseph Dell’Arciprete, the commander of
the 88th Aerial Port Squadron. “It was good
that family members could come to keep them
informed.” 

The program prepares Airmen and guards-
men for mobilization, sustains families during
mobilization and reintegrates military mem-
bers with their families, communities and
employers upon redeployment. Events are
mandated for 30, 60, and 90-day post-deploy-
ment. 

The event held in Hershey included brief-
ings on current benefits and resources available
to help overcome the challenges of reintegra-
tion. Workshops were held on family commu-
nication and reunion, marriage/spouse
reunion, singles and reintegration and teen
stress. Military Family Life consultants were on
hand to conduct the seminars and give offline
counseling. 

Representatives from the Employer
Support of the Guard and Reserve, Veterans
Administration, American Red Cross, Tricare,
Military One-Source, DeVry University, Keller
Graduate Schools and Everest University
Online, finance and personnel were also on
hand to share resources. 

“It’s easy for active-duty members when
they return to the base from a deployment;
they have these resources right there for
them,” said a volunteer at the event. 

“It was important to have counselors on
hand to talk about post deployment issues and
help individuals dealing with reintegration
issues or post traumatic stress,” said Master Sgt.
Alexander Lepore, the event coordinator.
“These events aid in identifying these issue
immediately and people can take advantage of
the resources available to them.” 

Volunteers for the Corporate Kids Events,
Inc. and Operation Military Kids provided day-
care for the children while their parents
attended breakout sessions. 

“Whether it was sitting together in a brief-

ing or enjoying the local attractions, the fami-
lies really seemed to enjoy just spending time
with one another,” Sergeant Lepore said.

“This is the best event by far with helping
the military member and their family adjusting
to life (post-deployment),” an attendee wrote
on an event survey. 

“I’m grateful my sister was here,” said
Carolyn Faison, a flight nurse with the 514th
Aerospace Evacuation Squadron recently
returned from her fourth deployment. “Now I
can talk to someone who kinda understands
what I’ve gone through.” 

“This program was extremely useful and
beneficial to both the members and family,”
Maj. Bonnie Bosler said. “I feel this is an
important aspect of the post deployment expe-

rience. 
After the seminars concluded, members

were free to explore Hershey and share bond-
ing experiences with their families. 

I heard about the Yellow Ribbon Program
from someone in my unit who participated in
another event, said Matthew Flanagan, of the
315th Mission Support Group at Charleston
Air Force Base, S.C. The sergeant is back from
a six-month deployment to Kirkuk, Iraq. 

“I came looking for an opportunity to get
away and spend time with my family stress
free,” he said. "This is a cool place for kids
and adults.” 

For more information about Yellow Ribbon
and to find a re-integration event near you,
visit http://www.yellowribbon.mil/.

Yellow Ribbon event provides rest, eases redeployment

U.S. Air Force photo/Master Sgt. Donna T. Jeffries
Participants of the Yellow Ribbon Reintegration event register and peruse the exhibition tables April 16, 2010, at Hershey Lodge in
Hershey, Pa. The two-day event provided deployed Airmen resources to help ease their transition home post deployment. 

Courtesy photo/Master Sgt. Jason Baty
An American flag is show flapping in the wind next to
the Washington Monument in Washington, D.C. Col.
Roger Watkins, 14th Flying Training Wing commander
and Chief Master Sgt. Zefrem Smith, 14th FTW command
chief, made their annual trip to visit Congress April 27-
29. In addition, Master Sgt. Jason Baty, 14th Civil
Engineer Squadron first sergeant, and Senior Airman
Marquis Skinner, 14th Communications Squadron, made
the trip with them in recognition of their accomplish-
ments and excellence. 

14th FTW/CC, CCC make trip
with Airmen to nations capital

     



1144 SILVER WINGS
May 7, 2010 Building the world’s best warriors, leaders and professional military pilots AF NEWS 77SILVER WINGS

May 7, 2010

FCC
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First Christian Church - Columbus
“Dynamic preaching, worship in music, fellowship”

Come join us to worship our Lord

811 North McCrary Road
Columbus, MS 39702-4304

(662) 328-2657

Sunday School - Sunday 9:30am
Morning Worship - Sunday 10:30am
Evening Worship - Sunday 6:00pm
Bible Study - Wednesday 6:00pm

www.fcchurchcolumbus.com

There’s a Place for you at
Woodland 

Baptist Church
www.woodlandonline.org

3033 Ridge Road • Columbus, MS
327-6689

SUNDAY
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Worship Service 10:30 a.m.
Worship Service 6:00 p.m.

WEDNESDAY
Adult Bible Study 
Youth Worship 
AWANA                 6:30 p.m. 

Pastor: Mike Allred
Music Minister: Randy Comer

Youth Pastor: Matt Long

NEW SALEM BAPTIST CHURCH
welcomes you

7086 Wolf Road, 3 miles south of Caledonia, MS
(662) 356-4940

E-mail: newsalembaptist@cableone.net
Web-Site: newsalembaptistcaledonia.com

Bro. David R. Woods, Pastor
SUNDAY MORNINGS

(Beginning Oct. 19): 8:17 am (See Pro. 8:17 KJV) 
Early Worship Service

9:30 am: Sunday School for All Ages
10:30 am: Worship Service

(Children’s Church for ages 4 - 2nd grade)
SUNDAY EVENINGS

(September - May) 4:00 pm: Jr. Varsity & Varsity A.W.A.N.A.
(Jr. Varsity: ages 6,7,8 grades; Varsity: High School)

(September - May) 4:15 pm: Club A.W.A.N.A. 
(for Ages 3 yr. old - 5th Grade)

(June - August) 5:00 pm: Summer Blast for Children
(Ages 3 yr. old - 5th Grade)

(June - August) 5:00 pm: Youth Discipleship Training
5:00 pm: Discipleship Training for Adults

6:00 pm: Worship
7:00 pm: Adult Choir Practice
WEDNESDAY NIGHTS 

@ 6:30 pm
Mission Friends: ages 3 - 5

R.A.s & G.A.s:  1st - 5th Grades
Youth Bible Study: 6th - 12th Grades

Adult Bible Study/Prayer
Nursery is provided for all services.

SUNDAY
Bible Study (All Ages) ......... 9:15AM

Morning Worship ............. 10:30AM

Children’s Handbells ........... 4:30PM

Adult Bible Study ................ 5:00PM

Youth Praise Choir
Pre-School Choir

Children’s Graded Choir
Evening Worship ................ 6:00PM

WEDNESDAY
AWANA .............................. 6:00PM
Prayer Service & Adult Bible Study.... 6:30PM

Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal....... 7:30PM

East EndEast End
Baptist ChurchBaptist Church

380 Hwy. 50 West, P.O.Box 8480
662.328.5915

www.eastendbc.org

Hwy 45 North behind Applebee's- Columbus

Malco CINEMA
ONLINE TICKETING @ malco.com

STADIUM SEATING240-0000 w No Passes
IRON MAN 2 PG13

4:20 • 6:40 • 7:15 • 9:30 • 10:00
Sat. Mat. 1:00 • 1:30 • 3:50

A NIGHTMARE ON ELM STREET R
4:40 • 7:25 • 9:40 • Sat. Mat. 1:25

FURRY VENGEANCE PG

4:00 • 7:00 • 9:10 Sat. Mat. 1:00
THE BACK-UP PLAN PG-13

4:25 • 7:35 • 9:55 Sat. Mat. 1:40
DEATH AT A FUNERAL R

4:30 • 7:30 • 9:40 Sat. Mat. 1:45
THE LOSERS PG-13

4:35 • Sat. Mat. 1:10
CLASH OF THE TITANS 3-D PG-13

7:10 • 9:45
HOW TO TRAIN YOUR DRAGON 3-D PG

4:15 • 7:05 • 9:30 • Sat. Mat. 1:15

Opening our 
hearts to all.

Volunteers of America works
to support and empower 
at-risk youth, the frail 

elderly, homeless individuals
and people with disabilities.

1.800.899.0089
VolunteersofAmerica.org

a CFC participant
Provided as a public service.

Airman 1st Class Grovert Fuentes-
Contreras

86th Airlift Wing Public Affairs

RAMSTEIN AIR BASE, Germany —
Transforming an abandoned airfield or an aus-
tere piece of land into a functional airfield in
12 hours might seem impossible to some, but
it’s just another day’s work for the Airmen in
Ramstein’s 435th Air Mobility Squadron.

For an airfield to be “functional,” com-
mand and control, aerial port operations,
aerospace ground equipment, communica-
tions and maintenance capabilities all must
be up and running.

As part of the 435th Air Ground
Operations Wing headquartered at Ramstein,
435th AMS planners rapidly deploy light and
lean cross-functional mobility teams to estab-
lish first-in expeditionary airfield operations. 

If the mission alone isn’t unique enough,
there are numerous qualities inherent in the
squadron that makes the unit stand out. One
in particular is the variety of career fields,
from loadmasters to communications support
to aircraft maintainers, that must work
together to achieve mission success. 

The squadron consists of 70 personnel
with 21 different Air Force specialty codes;
however each mission dictates the number of
personnel and amount of cargo necessary to
achieve the task. 

“Being a part of the (squadron), you get to
see what other (specialists) do to build a base
from ground up,” said Master Sgt. Rodney

Anthony, 435th AMS aircraft maintenance
flight chief. “Nothing is more impressive than
going (to a place) where there is nothing and
within 24 hours we have personnel already
working to set-up an operating base.”

As part of the overall “open the base” mis-
sion of the 435th Contingency Response
Group, the squadron is a quick-reaction unit
for U.S. Air Forces in Europe. Some recent
examples of their work include providing pri-
mary base support for a recent medical exer-
cise in Serbia and an annual bilateral training
exercise in Bulgaria. 

In addition to supporting various exercis-
es in the region, the unit also plays a vital role
in support to the warfighter. 

“Our mission is unique because we have
the capability to immediately respond to a cri-
sis within the AOR,” said Maj. Leo Gage,
435th AMS director of operations. “We are
an organization with a diverse skill set and
even send our own Airmen with special oper-
ations personnel for exercises to better pre-
pare them for expeditionary combat support
to operations Iraqi (Freedom) and Enduring
Freedom.”

With such job diversity in the squadron, it
also gives Airmen the opportunity to acquire
knowledge from each other.

“Having just arrived here, I’ve realized we
are so broad and diverse with an impressive
mission,” said Capt. Jason Powell, 435th
AMS logistics support maintenance officer.
“I’m still a maintenance officer, but I’m going

to be well-rounded when I leave here. I’m
going to have a better understanding of the
whole Air Force mission, which is going to
make me a better Airman.”

One more factor that makes the 435th
AMS special is having airborne-qualified
Airmen, which helps when an area needs to
be surveyed to set up landing capabilities. 

“The combined 435th AGOW and 86th
Airlift Wing operational readiness exercise
scenario in January successfully exemplified
the CRG capability to conduct airborne oper-
ations and insert an assessment team into an

airfield to perform the ‘open the base’ capabil-
ity,” Major Gage said.

The vision for the unit’s leaders is to con-
tinue to lead the way in contingency and
mobility operations. And, they say, with
these Airmen, the mission never truly stops.

“From the time we get called to wheels off
the ground is only 12 hours,” Sergeant
Anthony said. “We are working 24 hours a
day, 7 days a week, 365 days a year on stand-
by, and we have 12 hours to have our equip-
ment and personnel ready to go and wheels
off the ground. That is just phenomenal.”

Airmen provide unique 'open-the-base' capability

U.S. Air Force photo/Staff Sgt. Bennie J. Davis III
Airmen, like those shown here building a small shelter during a bare base exercise at
Holloman Air Force Base, N.M., can establish an airfield in austere locations anywhere
in the world. 

Donna Miles
American Forces Press Service

WASHINGTON  — U.S. officials released newly declas-
sified details about the country’s nuclear stockpile May 3,
including significant progress made in dismantling warheads,
in an effort to promote transparency and help stem nuclear
proliferation.

The United States had 5,113 warheads in its nuclear
weapons stockpile as of Sept. 30, a senior defense official told
reporters on background.

That represents an 84-percent reduction from the end of
fiscal 1967, when the U.S. nuclear arsenal was its largest, with
31,255 warheads, the official said. The current stockpile is 75
percent lower than when the Berlin Wall fell in late 1989, and
the United States had 22,217 warheads.

Officials are making continued progress in dismantling
nuclear warheads, with 8,748 dismantled between fiscal years

1994 and 2009 and several thousand more currently retired and
awaiting dismantlement, the official noted. Meanwhile, the
number of non-strategic nuclear weapons in the U.S. arsenal
dropped about 90 percent from Sept. 30, 1991, to Sept. 30,
2009.

“For those who doubt that the United States will do its part
on disarmament, this is our record, these are our commit-
ments,” Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton told the
U.N. conference on the Nuclear Proliferation Treaty, or NPT,
May 3 in New York. “And they send a clear, unmistakable
message.” 

A senior defense official expressed hope that it would set a
standard for the rest of the world, including China, to be more
transparent about their nuclear weapons programs.

Secretary Clinton said the new Strategic Arms Reduction
Treaty with Russia, once approved, will further limit the num-
ber of strategic nuclear weapons deployed by both countries to
levels not seen since the 1950s.

She also noted that the new Nuclear Posture Review,
released in April, rules out the development of new U.S.
nuclear weapons and new missions and capabilities for existing
weapons. It also prohibits the use of nuclear weapons against
non-nuclear weapons states that are parties to the NPT and
comply with its nonproliferation obligations.

But in the meantime, Secretary Clinton emphasized that
U.S. officials won’t eliminate all nuclear weapons until it’s
safe to do so. 

“The United States will maintain a nuclear deterrent for as
long as nuclear weapons exist, one that can protect our coun-
try and our allies,” she said.

The U.S. nuclear stockpile includes both active and inac-
tive warheads, defense officials explained. Active warheads
include strategic and non-strategic weapons maintained in an
operational, ready-for-use configuration, warheads that must be
ready for possible deployment within a short timeframe, and
logistics spares.

Officials declassify nuclear stockpile details to promote transparency
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www.falconlairapts.com

625 31st Avenue North
 (Behind K-Mart Off Hwy. 45 North)

Office Hours Mon-Fri 8-5

1&2 Bedrooms
• Washer & Dryer in Each Unit
• Icemaker, Microwave, 

Disposal & Dishwasher
• Pool & Jacuzzi with wireless 

internet access available
• Tennis Courts
• Fitness Center
• Business Center

A Cut Above The Rest

$99
MOVES YOU IN!!

Call for Details
329-2544

Memorial DayMemorial Day 
SpecialSpecial

at Falcon Lair! at Falcon Lair!
First Month FreeFirst Month Free

Or Lower MonthlyOr Lower Monthly
Payments!!!Payments!!!

13 Month Lease Req'd.13 Month Lease Req'd.

www.falconlairapts.com

First United 
Methodist Church
602 Main Street • Columbus, MS

Sunday Worship 
8:45 AM: Artz Fellowship Hall

11:00 AM: Sanctuary
Sunday School

9:45 AM
Sunday Evenings

4:30 PM Vespers & Communion
6:00 PM Children, Youth 

& Adult Programs

Come home to...

662.328.5252 
www.columbusfumc.org

1-800-548-4337
www.guidedog.org
a CFC participant  

Provided as a public service.

®

888-728-2762  www.christianservicecharities.org
a CFC participant | Provided as a public service.

“Treat people as if they were what they ought to be and you help them 
to become what they are capable of being.” -J. W. von Goethe

Christian Service Charities
Christian charities you know and trust. 

Massage Therapy
27 Years Experience

Full Service Salon
Weight Loss Supplements

Waxing

Trendsetters
Styling Salon & Massage

1920 Hwy. 45 North • Columbus, MS • 327-8314
www.trendsetterstylingsalon.com© The Dispatch

Let us help 
you relax.

662-327-3866

1080 Hwy. 69 South • 1 mile south of Hwy. 182

$100 Off
Major Repairs

We Honor 
Most 

Extended 
Warranties

Military 
Discounts
(on major repairs)

© The Dispatch

FREE 
Towing

on Major 
Repairs!

FREE 
Road
Test!

1913 Hwy. 45 N. Columbus, MS

Military Discount

20% Off
with photo ID

Offer may not be combined with any other offer or discount.

Drivers: CDL-A. Our freight will 
make you $$. Over the road fl atbed 

drivers. 2-day orientation. 
Limited tarping. Competitive pay. 
Bonus opportunities. WESTERN 
EXPRESS INC. Must have TWIC 
card. Or apply within 30 days 

of hire. CDL-A and good driving 
record a must. We accept your long 

form and medical card. 
Call Bo 877-211-8682.

Caledonia United
Pentecostal Church

5850 Cal-Kolola Rd.
Caledonia • 662-356-0202

A Place Where 
Good Things Happen!
Sunday Worship: 10am & 6pm
Wednesday Bible Study: 7pm

Rev. Grant Mitchell, Pastor

Air Show Child Care Available
The Child Development Center will be

open from 8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Saturday and
Sunday, May 15-16 in support of the Air show.
There are only 28 child care spaces available,
if interested please contact Mrs. Martha Mann
at 434-2479.  The fee will be $3 per hour, per
child. 

CCAF Graduation Ceremony
The Community College of the Air Force

graduation ceremony will be held on May 18
at 10 a.m. in the Columbus Club Ballroom.
Col. Roger Watkins, 14th FTW commander,
will be presenting the diplomas, and Chief
Master Sgt. Zefrem Smith, 14th FTW com-
mand chief, is the guest speaker.  Uniform for
military guests is UOD and business casual for
civilians.  Everyone is invited. Call the Ed
Office at 434-2562 with any questions. 

Education office closed
The Education Services Center (Bldg. 916)

will be closed on Friday, May 7 due to a dis-
connection of electrical power.  Please plan
accordingly.  Call 434-2562 if you have any
questions.

AETC Civilian Tuition Assistance 
To be eligible for Civilian TA, the civilian

employee must be an appropriated fund, per-
manent AETC employee or in a term position
with more than one year before the “not to
exceed” date.  Temporary employees will be
considered on a case-by-case basis.  AETC
civilians can use up to $4,500 per fiscal year.
Civilians are restricted to ONE course per
term, and the per semester hour tuition cap is
$250.  Courses must be Air Force mission-
related.  Call the Education Center at 434-
2562/2563 or send an email to
edward.hodge@ columbus.af.mil for more
information. 

Military personnel
Whenever you move your residence

(including from one base residence to anoth-
er), it is important to update your new address
as well as your Virtual Record of Emergency
Data in Virtual Military Personnel Flight. It is
vital that your dependent's emergency contact
information always remain current in vRED. 

vMPF may be accessed via the Air Force
Portal or the AFPC Secure Applications web-
site. To update one's address in vMPF, select
Self-Service Actions, Personal Data, Record

Review/Update, Individual, and then click on
the blue links to update your data. To update
one's vRED, there is a link at the bottom left
of the vMPF main page. If you have any ques-
tions, please contact the AFPC Total Force
Center at DSN 665-5000. 

MPS Training dates require
appointments

The Military Personnel Section(MPS) in
building 730 will hold in-house training on
Tuesday and Thursday afternoons during
Night Flying Weeks. They will utilize appoint-
ments-only on these days to accommodate this
necessary training. If you have any questions,
contact the MPS Supt, Master Sgt. Heng, at
434-2611.

Notice and Consent General
Notice: 

The Air Force uses information technology
such as telephones, cellular phones, radios,
facsimile, information systems, networks, and
other wired or wireless electronic devices to
conduct day-to-day official business. All DoD
telecommunications systems and information
systems are subject to monitoring for author-
ized purposes as prescribed by DoDI 8560.01.
The Air Force, as mandated by DoD policy,
must provide authorized users of telecommuni-
cations systems and devices general notice
that monitoring is conducted and that use of
the system or device constitutes consent to
monitoring. 

1.) Notice and Consent Banners must be
displayed (at Login) on all Govt. Network
Computer Systems, including Stand-Alone
computers.

2.) DD Form 2056s (red stickers) must be
on all Govt.Telephones/Fax Machines. 

The AF Notice and Consent program is
covered in AFI 33-219. For questions/con-
cerns please contact your Unit's IAO or Wing
Information Assurance (IA) Office at 434-
3194.

DePlayment Tag Pass Pack
Families of deployed members are eligible

fou our special DePlayment Tag Pass Pack.
Provide a copy of deployment orders, and sim-
ply pick up your Deplayment Tag Pass Pack at
the Air Force Family Readiness Center, then
log onto the  www.myairforcelife.com website
to register. Once registered, you may use your
tag-pass for discounts and free programs iden-
tified by the installation. For more informa-
tion on benefits and how to use contact AFRC
434-2790.

Base Thrift Shop
The Base Thrift Shop is open on Tuesdays

& Thursdays from 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
Consignments till 12 p.m..  Please visit the

Thrift Shop for more information on consign-
ments. Donations are accepted and very much
appreciated. They can be dropped off anytime
in the donation shed. The Thrift Shop is non-
profit and all proceeds benefit CAFB
Community.  It is located in Bldg/ 345, Imes
Street (next to Youth Center), Phone: 434-
2954

School Liaison Officer
The Columbus Air Force Base School

Liaison Officer works with local school dis-
tricts, schools, parents and students on issues
related to elementary and secondary education
for the children of ALL personnel (civilian,
military and contractor) assigned to the instal-
lation. As parents of school age children are
aware, there are many unique issues our chil-
dren face as they transition to new schools.
The role of the School Liaison Officer is to
assist families ensure their children receive the
best possible education regardless of where
they attend school. For assistance, please con-
tact the School Liaison Officer at 434-2792 or
via email at slo@columbus.af.mil.

Retiree Activities Office
The 14th Flying Training Wing

Commander is soliciting applicants to lead the
Retiree Activities Office on Columbus Air
Force Base. The Retiree Activities Office
Director supports the commander and is the
liaison with our retiree community to include
retirees, spouses, widows and widowers. The
Director publishes local retiree newsletters,
coordinates staff for volunteer efforts, main-
tains pertinent information for our retiree
community, and works with the Wing to plan
and execute an annual retiree appreciation
day. If you are interested in applying to be the
Retiree Activities Office Director, please con-
tact Capt. Terry Wagner at 434-2616 for addi-
tional information.

Library Story Time
The base library will hold Story Time on

Wednesday from 10 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. Story
Time will continue to be held each week.

Saint Leo U. Military Spouse
Discount

Military spouses seeking a degree at Saint
Leo U. can enroll in two classes and take a
third class for free. Contact Dew White at
434-8844 or stop by the Saint Leo U. office in
the Personnel Bldg., Room 120. 

Education Counseling Hours
Education counseling (CCAF,

Bachelor’s/Master’s programs, Tuition
Assistance, etc.) is now available Mondays
and Wednesdays from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. by
appointment only. Please contact Edward

Hodge at 434-2562 to schedule.

Attention All Deployers
The 14th Communications Squadron has a

new system which allows you to place “free”
telephone calls back home from your deployed
location via DSN. You can call every day or
once a week; whichever you prefer (allotted
time is 3.5 hours a week). Pin numbers are
required and can be picked up along with
instructions from the Telephone Systems
office located in Building 900, Room 9. Please
call 434-2020 for additional information. 

DRMO as a source of supply
Authorized personnel may retrieve proper-

ty that is marked for DRMO Facilities only if
they are still physically located in Base Supply.
For more information, call the Inspection
Section at extension 434-7233 to review the
property, Stock Control at 434-7198 to check
for authorization and Customer Support at
434-7178 to order the property. All other
DRMO processing is done via the Web at:
www.drms.dla.mil. 

Do you have a supply problem? 
Do you need status on an item you ordered?

Did you receive the wrong part? The
Customer Support section is the single point
of contact when requiring assistance on supply
related matters. For assistance, you may con-
tact Customer Support at 434-7178.

Zero overpricing program-
incentive awards

Overpricing is an issue everyone should be
working. All personnel are encouraged to par-
ticipate, and will be rewarded for any tangible
savings resulting from their price challenge.
Monetary awards will be given in accordance
with AFI 38-401, The Air Force Innovative
Development Employee Awareness (IDEA)
Program. Advice and guidance are available
by calling the Customer Support section of
Base Supply, located in Building 158, at 434-
7178.

Attention supply customers
If you are looking for that special piece of

equipment or furniture for your office, your
point of contact is the Inspection Section of
Base Supply. Inspection maintains the Last
Look Area, which has used equipment and fur-
niture turned in from other organizations that
no longer have a need for the items. All items
in the Last Look Area are available without
charge to your organization. For more informa-
tion, you can contact the Inspection Section
at extension 7233 or 7234.

Base News

See BRIEFS, Page 16
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Summer time is vastly approaching; and as
the temperature rises, so does the occurrence of
heat injuries. Dehydration and heat injuries are
two very common heat-related conditions that
can be life-threatening if left untreated. Heat
injuries occur when your body temperature
rises above normal, or when your body is no
longer able to regulate heat loss. Heat injuries
are generally defined in three stages.

•   Dehydration: Considered the first stage
of a heat injury. It's the mildest form of heat
injury in which your body suffers from a lack of
fluid.

•  Heat Exhaustion: This is the second stage
beyond dehydration. If not treated immediate-

ly, serious injury and even death can result.
•  Heat Stroke: This is the final stage of a

heat injury. Without proper medical attention
a victim can die within minutes.

There are several contributing factors that
increase your risk of suffering a heat injury
including high environmental temperatures,
sun exposure, excessive activity, and alcohol.
Some of the signs and symptoms of a heat
injury include – thirst, headache, nausea,
fatigue, lightheadedness, irritability, cramps
and dizziness. Some of the major warning signs
include confusion, a weak rapid heart rate, low
blood pressure and unconsciousness. If you sus-
pect a person is suffering from a heat related

injury, seek medical help immediately.
One way to tell of your body’s level of

hydration is through the color of your urine. If
your urine becomes very dark in color, your
body requires rehydration. If your urine has a
very light to clear color, your body is well
hydrated.

So what are the ways to prevent heat
injuries? Here are check box tips you can use – 

• Hydrate! Drink and drink often.
Preferably water. Don't wait until you are
thirsty. Remember that consuming alcohol will
decrease your body’s level of hydration.

•  Wear light colored shirt, apply sunscreen,
and wear a hat.

•    Wear lightweight, loose-fitting clothing
in light colors that doesn't restrict your move-
ment, and allows for good air circulation.

•    Avoid the extreme heat of the middle of
the day.

•    Schedule plenty of rest time in cool,
shaded areas, as part of your training and play-
ing.

•    Try to minimize consumption of caf-
feine, alcohol and sugary drinks like sodas.

•   Keep your sunglasses, umbrella and sun-
screen handy.

—If you have any additional questions,
please call Public Health at 434-1171. 

How To Keep “Cool” When Things Get HOT!

Hot weather casualty and injuries chart
SUNBURN

OVER HYDRATION (Hyponatremia)

HEAT EXHAUSTION

DEHYDRATION

HEAT RASH

HEAT RASH

HEAT CRAMPS

Articles by Lt. Col. (Dr.) Michael Rappa, public health emergency

officer; Dr. Misty Looney, public health element chief and 1st Lt. Basil

Aboul-Enein, public health officer

May Computer Classes
The AFRC will hold computer classes at no

cost for BLAZE Team members and retirees. The
classes will meet on Monday, Tuesday and
Wednesday from May 10-19. 

Intro to Computers: 2 p.m. to 4 p.m.
MS Outlook 2007: 4:15 p.m. to 6:15 p.m.
Please call the AFRC at 434-2790 to reserve a

set or for more information. 

Newcomers Orientation
The next Newcomer’s Orientation will be May

11 from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the AFRC. 

Pre-Separation Counseling (DD
Form-2648)

Mandatory briefing for personnel separating or
retiring. Briefing should be completed at least 90
days prior to separation and may completed up to
12 months prior to separation or retirement.
Counseling held daily at 8:30 a.m. and takes
approximately 30 minutes. 

Pre and Post Deployment Tour Brief
Mandatory briefings for active duty personnel

who are deploying or returning from deployment
or a remote tour. Briefings are held daily at the
AFRC; Pre-deployment at 9:30 a.m. and post-
deployment at 1:30 p.m., 434-2790.

BRIEFS
(Continued from Page 15)

Fred Rhye
Golf Course Manager 

Whispering Pines Golf Course was hit with
a winter filled with rain and freezing tempera-
tures. The rains soaked the soil for days and
then came the freezing temperatures. The
combination of the two killed more than 60-
percent of the grass on the greens, unknown to
the staff. Spring comes along and with the
temperatures rising into the upper 70s, the
dormant Bermuda grass usually comes to life
and starts greening up and growing. That was
not the case this year.  

After consulting with the Mississippi State
University turf experts, their recommendation
was to replace the greens. Our present greens
were over 40 years old and we proceeded to
secure funding to install new surfaces on all
greens including the practice green which was
approved within the week. The new surfaces
are a hybrid Bermuda developed at MSU
which is the same turf on their greens. This
particular hybrid will allow the greens to be
mowed 1/16” lower than previous years mak-
ing the greens a bit faster.  

The golf course staff is also taking the

opportunity to change the topography of some
of the greens to enhance drainage and to
increase the challenge of learning the new
greens. The new surfaces were completed
Wednesday and will require a grow-in period
of three weeks. All tournaments scheduled for
May have been postponed and will be
rescheduled later in the summer and early fall.
We have temporary greens in place during the
grow-in period.  

The grand opening of the new course is
tentatively scheduled for June 4 with a
Neighborhood Challenge June 5 and the
Eighth Annual Super Scramble sponsored in
part by Sonic Drive-In June 12. This annual
tournament has, in the past, been a two-day
event but we have had requests to shorten it to
a one-day tournament which reduced the
entry fee to $50 which includes greens fees,
cart, mulligan, door prizes, ditty bags and
lunch for the day. This tournament is open to
the community and entry forms for this four-
person scramble are available in the pro shop.
For more information about the golf course
and their programs and services, call 434-
7932.

Golf Course undergoing greens renovation

U.S. Air Force photo
Fred Rhye, Whispering Pines Golf Course manager, adds sand and dirt to the number
three green to enlarge and change the topography of that green. The courses greens
were damaged by weather and are currently being replaced. 
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Airman and Family 
Readiness Center

(Editor’s note: All activities are offered at the Airman
& Family Readiness Center unless otherwise specified.
For more information about any of the activities listed,
call 434-2790 or email afrc@columbus.af.mil.)

Pioneer Club
The CAFB Chapel has begun regis-

tration for the children’s program
Pioneer Club. The program will be held
each Wednesday evening 6 p.m. to 7:30
p.m. This program is open to children
ages three years thru seventh grade.
This is an ecumenical religious program
geared to teach children about Christ in
every aspect of life. A pot luck dinner
will be served each week at 5 p.m. par-
ents must join their children at dinner.

Wednesday Evening Adult
Bible Study

The CAFB Chapel will be holding a
variety of Adult Bible Studies from 6
p.m. to 7:30 p.m. A Pot Luck dinner
will be served at 5 p.m., please bring a
side dish or dessert to share if you are
able. Please call the Chapel at 434-2500
for a list of studies.

RefresHer
Please join us at the Base Chapel for

RefresHer at 6 p.m.:
April 29 – TBA

Protestant Worship Service
Sunday:
9 a.m. — Adult Sunday School 
10:45 a.m. — Traditional Worship

Service (Children’s Church)
All are invited to a fellowship lunch-

eon following the 10:45 a.m. service the
fourth Sunday of each month.

Catholic Services
Tuesday
6:30 p.m. — Choir Practice
Sunday:
3:30 p.m. — Religious Education,

grades K-9
3:45 p.m. — Choir Practice
4:30 p.m. — Confession
5:00 p.m. — Mass 
6:00 p.m. — RCIA

Chapel Schedule

Visit www.columbus.af.mil today for more information,
past issues of Silverwings and much more!
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www.columbusfamilyhousing.com

662.434.8213

�e Landings at Columbus
We have short-term lease available

Our community is now open to National Guard, Reserve,
Unaccompanied Service Members, Retired Military, Civil 
Service & Retired Civil Service, Permanent Employees of 

DoD contractors (limited to US Citizens)
• 3, 4 & 5 Bedroom Homes
• Walk to Work
• Close to the BX
• No Security Deposit 
• No Pet Deposit 
• No Application Fee
• No Utility Bills 
• Free Lawn Care 
• Free Trash Pickup

Call 
for

Specials!

There for those 
who need us most.

1.800.899.0089
VolunteersofAmerica.org

a CFC participant
Provided as a public service.

Lemon Grass Oriental FoodsLemon Grass Oriental Foods
153 Priscella Circle (off Mike Parra Road)

Columbus, MS 39705 • Phone 434-9324 or 253-5125

Open Monday-Saturday 9:30am-6pm

Here to Serve You • Come See Us FirstHere to Serve You •  Come See Us First

St. David’s at Mayhew
Anglican Catholic Church

The Rt. Rev. D. Presley Hutchens, Bishop Ordinary
Sunday Service • 10:00 a.m. • 549 Mayhew Rd., Mayhew, MS

For information call 662-386-8481 or 662-324-0717
The Rev. Mr. Rick Jones, Deacon • Muse Davis Sr., Warden

Following the faith of the undivided Church in orthodox Anglican Form - 1928 BCP A CFC participant. 
Provided as a public service.

®

®

Guide dogs
Service dogs
Therapy dogs

www.VetDogs.org
866-VETDOGS
(866-838-3647)

371 E. Main Street
Smithtown, NY 11787

Bl     mers
3738 Caledonia Steens Rd. • Caledonia, MS 39740 

356-0250  •  M-F 9-5  •  Sat. 8-4
www.seemybloomers.com

Gift Ideas forGift Ideas for 
MotherMother

GIFTGIFT
CERTIFICATECERTIFICATE 

FOR ANYFOR ANY
AMOUNT!AMOUNT!

OutdoorOutdoorChandeliersChandeliers
Bottle TreesBottle Trees

GardenGarden CrossesCrosses

Flying PigsFlying Pigs
Metal StarsMetal Stars

ArborsArbors

Wind chimesWind chimes
PotteryPottery

HummingbirdHummingbird FeedersFeeders

BeautifulBeautiful 
HangingHanging 
BasketsBaskets

(We Crack’em!)

Friday & Saturday
Shrimp & Oysters

With the upcoming air show on
May 15-16, several of our 14th
Flying Training Wing personnel
will be working for continuous peri-
ods outdoors. When the tempera-
ture soars and humidity rises, it's
time for our Active Duty personnel
to take precautions to avoid dan-
gerous health consequences such as
heat exhaustion, heat stroke and
overexposure to the sun. Here are
some tips for you and your supervi-
sor to consider:

1. STAY HYDRATED (water,
non-alcoholic drinks). DON'T
wait until you feel thirsty. In hot
weather, as much as 1 liter of fluids
per hour may be required.

2. Minimize consumption of
caffeine, alcohol and sugary drinks.
Water is your best source.

3. Be sure to keep your sleeves
down to minimize sun exposure.

4. Keep your cover on or wear a
cap if authorized.

5. Have sunglasses and sun-
screen lotion available.

6. Do not over exert yourself. If
you must do strenuous work, seek
ways to defer work to the coolest
part of the day.

7. Schedule plenty of rest time
in cool, shaded areas, as part of your
day.

If you have any additional ques-
tions, please call Public Health at
434-1171.

Remember, Common Sense is
the Best Defense!

Tips on
summer
heat for

everyone 

Tips for staying safe in the heat

U.S. Air Force graphic/Senior Airman Jacob Corbin

Articles by Lt. Col. (Dr.) Michael Rappa, public health emergency officer; Dr. Misty Looney,
public health element chief and 1st Lt. Basil Aboul-Enein, public health officer

Building the world’s best warriors, leaders and professional military pilots
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For sale: Great 3/2 brick home just
outside of Caledonia city limits. Open
floor plan w/10 ft. ceilings throughout,
wood laminate and ceramic tile floor-
ing, gas fireplace, wood blinds, laundry
room, pantry, large covered patio
w/ceiling fans, 2-car carport
w/attached workshop, on circle drive.
Must sell due to military move. For

photos and contact information, visit
For sale:.com, listing #138068.
For Sale: Beautiful Oakdale Park
Home 3 Bedrooms, 2 Bath approx
1500 sqf , New Carpet, New counter-
tops, Outside bar area ( must see! )
with Hot Tub. All appliances stay,
wired shed. 38 Shadow Canyon CV. $
143,900 call Kelly @ 662-386-5501.
For sale: Beautiful Home situated on
3.8 acres in a very desirable New Hope
neighborhood. Approx 2,800 sqft, 13
rooms to include 3 spacious bedrooms,
bonus room, living room, office, huge
den/ in laws quarters, 2 and one half
bathrooms, whirlpool tub, hardwood,
carpet and ceramic tile flooring, crown
molding, plenty of storage space.
Approx one acre of fenced yard with
large wired shop. Many custom extra’s
and one year home warranty. Serious
enquiries only: $289,900. Please call
(662) 240-0226.
For sale: 15 Watling Way — Beautiful,
spacious home on a corner lot in
Sherwood Forest.  3 br, 2 bath, 2125 sq.
ft.  Many updates inside and out!
Walk-in closets in every bedroom, eat-
in kitchen, formal dining room, large
family room w/vaulted ceiling and fire-
place. Heated & cooled sunroom. Fully
fenced backyard with secured

boat/camper parking.  Plenty of storage
space.  New exterior paint and brand
new architectural roof to be installed.
$185,000. FMI call (662) 798-4413.
For sale: 374 Chan Mar Dr,
Caledonia, 2,466SF, 4/3, granite coun-
tertops, stainless appliances, new car-
pet, new paint, on 2.8 acres. $269,000.
Call 662-889-3974.
For sale: Great 3/1 home in West
Point.  Quiet neighborhood.  New
wood flooring throughout living room
and bedrooms and brand new tiles
placed in kitchen and dining room.
Fenced in yard, shop/shed with elec-
tricity and running water through out.
A built in swimming pool (that needs
liner replaced) that sits on an acre lot.
$79,000. 747 Hillcrest Rd, West Point.
FMI: call 662-295-7613.
Land for sale: 2.1 acres on Wood Road
in Caledonia.  Ready to build!  Call
356-6844 after 6 p.m.

For sale: 2003 HUMMER H2-Orig
owner, low miles, all service records,
many extras, heavy duty brush guard,
lights, 12,000lb winch (never used).
Currently on the resale lot with origi-

nal window sticker & long list of
extras. Priced for quick sale, $19,900
OBO. FMI 618-558-0789.
For sale: 2000 Triton Tr-20 Bass Boat,
Mercury 200 EFI, $14,000. Call 662-
889-3974. 
For sale: 2008 Harley Davidson, 883
Sportster Low Rider, only 72 miles, 2.5
Year Extended Service Plan, Midnight
Pearl Blue, accessories included,
$8,000 please call (662)889-0113.
For Sale: MTD 608 Mower, 42” 17HP.
$350.Sharp 27” TV, $50.  Call 662-
889-3974.

For sale: Large three person couch,
great condition, beige, comes with five
back cushion pillows, $200 OBO; TV
stand with two drawers, $25. Contact:
662-352-1196.
For Sale: Vizio 50” Plasma HDTV.
1080i , 2 HDMI inputs.  Excellent con-
dition!  $850 – call (813) 892-9726.

For sale: Great Dane puppies, CKC
registered with first shots. Call 731-
513-2727 or email  depriest44@

yahoo.com for more information. Now
taking deposites.

Yard sale: Multi-family yard sale.
Saturday, May 8 from 8 a.m. to noon at
4129 Mississippi Ave (State Village).
Lots of baby items, furniture, materni-
ty clothes, full-size Chevy brush guard,
paint sprayer, and much more miscella-
neous.  Everything must go!
Yard Sale: Saturday May 8 from 8 a.m.
to noon. In Magnolia Village located
at 5258A Houston Ave. We have
appliances, furniture, clothing, jewelry,
shoes, books, and much more. For
directions or questions call 253-592-
3627. No early birds please.

Wanted: Moving boxes in good and
sturdy condition for a DITY move.
Will pick up boxes the day you call me.
Need a lot of them. Call (662)570-
1767.

BARGAIN LINE

Homes

Miscellaneous

Saturday Yard Sales

Wanted

Pets

Transportation

Sell your item in Silverwings
today!

The deadline for submitting ads
is noon Monday before the
desired publication date. Ads
turned in after the deadline will
run the following week. Ads can
be mailed to or dropped off at the
public affairs office in the 14th
Flying Training Wing
Headquarters building, e-mailed
to silverwings@columbus.af.mil
or faxed to 434-7009. Calling
Ext. 7068 by noon Monday can
extend the run date of ads already
submitted. Silver Wings reserves
the right to limit ads based on
content, space and frequency of
requests. Advertisements for pri-
vate businesses or services provid-
ing a continuous source of income
may not appear in the Bargain
Line. They may, however, be
purchased through the
Commercial Dispatch,
328-2424.

Eight o'May lunch 
This year on Friday, May 7, avail-

able by take-out from 11 a.m. to 2
p.m. or by delivery, from St. Paul's
Episcopal Church at College St. and
4th Ave. South, in Columbus.
Annual fundraiser sponsored by the
Episcopal Church Women for com-
munity and Parish projects---
Habitat for Humanity, HEARTS
Tutoring, Greater Columbus
Learning Center, Good Samaritan
Clinic, St. Paul's School, and
Pediatric Medicines for Panama,
among others. Menu Selections:
Traditional Chicken Salad lunch or
smoked pork BBQ plate, and dessert.
All items homemade! $8 per lunch,
FREE delivery for orders of six or
more (or $10 per delivery of fewer
than six to one location). To order,
phone St. Paul's at 662-240- 0187
between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m. Monday,
May 3, through Thursday, May 6.

Added Attraction: The ECW's
famous BAKE SALE also on Friday,
May 7, from 10 a.m. until  2 p.m. or
until sell-out.

Columbus-Lowndes
Humane Society seeking
volunteers

The Columbus-Lowndes
Humane Society is seeking volun-
teers and foster homes. We are a
non-profit and we depend on dona-
tions to operate. If you would like to
help volunteer, foster, or donate;
please call 662-327-3107.

Market Street 
The Columbus, Miss., Market

Street Festival will be May 7-8 in
downtown Columbus. Most festivi-
ties are free, but charges apply to cer-
tain events. For more information,
please visit  www.marketstreetfesti-
val.com or call (662) 328-6305. 

Senior Airman Jacob Corbin
14th Flying Training Wing Public Affairs 

The Commander, Spaatz Center for Officer Education, and
Commandant, Air War College, Maxwell Air Force Base, Ala.,
spoke at the graduation of Specialized Undergraduate Pilot
Training Class 10-08, April 30 at the Kaye Auditorium.  

Maj. Gen. Robert Kane offered words of wisdom and advice
to the assembled graduates and their guests at the graduation,
almost 30 years after he himself graduated from pilot training
here at Columbus Air Force Base.  

“This is going to be a great adventure,” General Kane said
to the graduates. “This is just the beginning; this is nowhere
near the end. The Air Force is going to give you opportunities
you cannot even imagine.”  

General Kane said when he entered pilot training in 1980;
his goal in life was to be an airline pilot, but that it didn’t work
out that way in the end. He said not everything works out as
planned in life, but that they should embrace what happens. 

“Focus on becoming the most professional aviators you can
be,” General Kane said. “This is a huge deal, you are about to
pin on your wings. You will forever be recognized as a part of

the fraternity of the best pilots in the world, in the best Air
Force in the world.” 

The Spaatz Center directs, integrates, synchronizes and sup-
ports a continuum of officer professional education, research
and outreach that produces leaders for joint and multinational
environments. The Air War College is the Air Force's senior
professional military education institution, providing post-
graduate senior leader development programs focused on joint,
multinational, multi-agency warfighting and international
security operations, air, space and cyberspace force strategy
development and national security planning.

General Kane speaks at SUPT Class 10-08 graduation 

U.S. Air Force photo/Melissa Duncan
Congratulations to the 14th Flying Training Wing’s newest enlisted promotees: (Front row) Airman Corbin Starner, 14th
Communications Squadron; Senior Airman Josephine Suarez, 50th Flying Training Squadron; Airman Terry Buist, 14th
Comptroller Squadron; (back row) Airman 1st Class Perry Huffman, 14th CS; Staff Sgt. Colin Bucher, 14th Operations
Support Squadron; and Staff Sgt. Matthew Terkay, 14th CPTS. 

Enlisted PromotionsLast
week’s

crossword
answer:
Samoa

Lt. Col. Rob Skelton
2010 Wings Over Columbus Air Show

Director

ENJOY THE SHOW…that’s the message for
all of Columbus Air Force Base as our 2010 Open
House and Airshow weekend approaches. There is
a buzz in the air as an estimated over 30,000 local
community neighbors and friends will be our guests
each day next weekend.

Many of you have been integral to the planning
and execution of this herculean effort and your
professionalism and attention detail are about to
pay off as we showcase America’s best Airmen and
dozens of aircraft and displays.

For those of you participating in private organi-
zation efforts through our Force Support Squadron
Services Division, your hospitality and service are
as important as the squadrons and units you repre-
sent. For those aiding and assisting Public Affairs
and Protocol and hosting our honored guests, you
will have an indelible impact on those you interact
with. For those augmenting our Security Forces
and directing our traffic plans and parking, your
attention to detail and safety mindset will be the
first impression many will have of Columbus AFB.

As a reminder for the on base housing popula-
tion, bus transportation will be available to you at
the normal posted bus stops within the housing
complex to get you safely to the flight line and back
again. Please take advantage of this service.

Again, thank you in advance for representing
yourselves and the entire US Air Force to our
friends and neighbors in the entire Golden
Triangle Region. You don’t know the influence and
impact you may have on a visiting youngster who
may change their path in life and accomplish
something amazing.

Build Leaders, Advance Integrity and Service,
Pursue Excellence. Have a great Open
House…ENJOY THE SHOW!!!

www.wingsovercolumbus.net

ENJOY THE SHOW!
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How to reach us
14th Flying Training Wing Public Affairs

555 Seventh St. Suite 203
Columbus AFB, MS 39710

Commercial: (662) 434-7068
DSN: 742-7068

Fax: (662) 434-7009
E-mail: silverwings@columbus.af.mil

Editorial Staff
Col. Roger Watkins

14th Flying Training Wing
Wing Commander

Mr. Rick Johnson
Public Affairs Chief

Senior Airman Jacob Corbin
Editor

Mr. Matt Garner
Layout Designer

Submission Deadline
The deadline for submitting copy for next
week’s SILVER WINGS is noon Monday.
Articles may be dropped off at the public

affairs office or e-mailed. 

Published by the Commercial Dispatch Publishing Company,
Inc., a private firm in no way connected with the U.S. Air Force,
under exclusive written contract with the 14th Flying Training
Wing. 

This commercial enterprise Air Force newspaper is an author-
ized publication for members of the U.S. military services. 

Contents of the  SILVER WINGS are not necessarily the offi-
cial views of, or endorsed by, the U.S. government, the
Department of Defense or the Department of the Air Force.

The appearance of advertising in this publication does not con-
stitute endorsement by the DOD, the Department of the Air
Force or Service Publications, Inc., of the products or services
advertised. 

Everything advertised in this publication shall be made available
for purchase, use or patronage without regard to race, color, reli-
gion, sex, national origin, age, marital status, physical handicap,
political affiliation or any other non-merit factor of the purchaser,
user or patron.

Editorial content is edited, prepared and provided by the 14th
Flying Training Wing Public Affairs Office of Columbus AFB,
Miss. 

The  SILVER WINGS staff reserves the right to edit or rewrite
all copy submitted when necessary. All photos are U.S. Air Force
photos unless otherwise stated.

Submit all advertising to the Columbus, Miss., Commercial
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14th Flying
Training

Wing
deployed
As of press time,

86 BLAZE TEAM
members are de-
ployed worldwide.
Remember to support
the Airmen and their
families while they
are away.

September 11, 2001. The project includes a new
gate facility, covered inspection area for large
vehicles and deliveries and an integrated roadway
vehicle denial barrier system. The facilities archi-
tectural design reflects the Columbus Air Force
Base “Showplace of the South” standard that inte-
grates architectural themes present in downtown
Columbus, Mississippi University for Women and
Mississippi State University.

May kicks off the Air Force Motorcycle Safety
Awareness month. To help kick it off the first
vehicle through the main gate after the ribbon
cutting was a motorcycle ridden by Mr. Randy
Putnam. Putnam, 14th FTW Aircraft
Maintenance Quality Assurance Evaluator, is the

Senior Motorcycle Instructor, now called Rider
Coaches, for Wing Safety.

Putnam, rolling through the gate on his 2000
Harley Davidson Ultra Classic, is also the chapter
six president of the Green Knights, a USAF sanc-
tioned motorcycle safety club. The Green Knights
will have an informational motorcycle safety dis-
play at the upcoming Air Show and Open House
and interested riders may join then.

“The completion of the main gate construction
project brings both of our gates up to the force pro-
tection standards required after 9-11,” said
Colonel Watkins. “In addition, not only does it
provide a better work environment for our
Security Forces personnel, but it is another for-
ward step in our architectural 2030 plan of making
Columbus AFB the Showplace of the South.”

GATE
(Continued from Page 1)
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17 22/23

10 11 12 15/16

May 26: Asian Pacific American Heritage
Luncheon 
May 27: Promotion Party
May 28: Enlisted Promotions
May 28: Class 10-10 Assignment Night

May 31: Memorial Day Holiday
June 1: Civilian Call
June 4: Commander’s Bowling Challenge
June 5: CAFB Triathalon
June 8: Class 11-03 Track Select
June 11: Class 10-10 Graduation

Mon Tue Wed Thur Fri Sat/Sun

Long Range Events

1413

21MMaayy
Class 11-09
PPW, 6 p.m. @
Grill

Asian-Pacific
American
Heritage Food
Tasting, 11 a.m.
@ Chapel Annex

Class 11-02 Track
Select, 5 p.m. @
Club

OG Career Day

Fun Run, 7 a.m.
@ Gym

Base Air Show
party, 6 p.m. @
Club

May 15-16 Air
Show, 9 a.m. to 5
p.m.

Hearts Apart, 4:30
p.m. @ AFRC

Pinnacle Hunt
Town Hall
Meeting, 6 p.m. @
Club

CCAF Graduation,
10 a.m. @ Club

IFF Grad, 4:49
p.m. @ 49th FTS

OSC Social, 6
p.m. @ Club

Class 10-09
Graduation, 10
a.m. @ Kaye

Daedalian’s
Scholarship
Dinner, 6 p.m. @
Club

Dorm Dinner, 5
p.m. @ Chapel
Annex

19 2018

Tech. Sgt. Ryian Caviness
14th Medical Operations Squadron 

The Biggest Loser Competition is a comprehen-
sive weight-loss program that promotes healthy
lifestyles through good nutrition and exercise
habits.  Participation points are awarded based on
the number of classes attended, food logs submit-
ted, and monthly exercise activities completed.
There are 18 teams vying for the title of
“Columbus’ Biggest Loser.” Here are the point
standings as of May 3: 

1. PHAT-A-Licious 4
2. Southsiders

3. The Most Known Unknowns
T 4. The Waist Watchers

T 4. Fit To Be Fine
5. The Perfect Strangers

6. Chunky Monkey
7. Too Hungry To Be Happy

T 8. Muffins B Gone
T 8. El Gorda No More Da

9. Dental Spartans
T 10. Accounting Calories

T 10. I Pity The Food

2010 Columbus’ Biggest 
Loser Competition 

U.S. Air Force photo/Elizabeth Owens
Returning deployers are recognized prior to this week’s Wing Staff Meeting at the Mission Support Group Building
Lobby May 3. Pictured are: Staff Sgt. Roland Demoss, 14th Operations Support Squadron; Staff Sgt. Christopher
Washington, 14th Force Support Squadron; Airman 1st Class Wesley Tuttle, 14th Comptroller Squadron; Master Sgt.
Joseph Warren, 14th Contracting Squadron; Master Sgt. Theresa Grolla, 14th CPTS; Maj. Alice Turner, 14th Medical
Operation Squadron; Senior Airman Stephanie Nash,  14th FSS; Capt. Rick Schafer, 39th Fighter Training Squadron;
Capt. Robert Brawley, 50th Flying Training Squadron; Staff Sgt. Michael Godlewski, 14th Security Forces Squadron; Maj.
Tim Stevens, 14th FTW Safety; and Maj. Bill Lester, 50th FTS. 

14th FTW recognizes returning deployers 

U.S. Air Force photo/Staff Sgt. Richard Rose
Lt. Col. Derek Routt describes the features of the F-16 Fighting Falcon to
New Orleans Saints quarterback Drew Brees prior to an orientation flight
April 23, 2010, at Barksdale Air Force Base, La. Lieutenant Routt is the oper-
ations officer for the Air Force Air Demonstration Squadron, the
Thunderbirds. 

Tech. Sgt. Russ Martin
Thunderbirds Public Affairs

BARKSDALE AIR FORCE BASE,
La. — Super Bowl XLIV champions
Drew Brees and Jabari Greer of the
National Football League’s New
Orleans Saints experienced “air domi-
nance” in a different fashion going for a
ride in a Air Force Thunderbirds red,
white and blue F-16 Fighting Falcon
April 23, here.

The Super Bowl champions took
time out to speak with Thunderbirds
members, Barksdale Air Force Base
Airmen and their families.

“One of the greatest gifts football has
given me is the platform and opportuni-
ty to recognize and thank our amazing
men and women in the U.S. military,”
said Mr. Brees, a quarterback and Super
Bowl Most Valuable Player. “Serving in
the military is in my blood. My grandfa-
thers are both veterans and I have often
thought that if football didn’t work out

then I would be serving right alongside
these men and women.”

Mr. Greer was thankful for the
opportunity to fly with the Air Force’s
premier demonstration squadron. 

“It really was an amazing experi-
ence,” he said. “Just seeing the work and
discipline that all these people have is
amazing. It is just a great day when you
can spend time with the men and
women who are doing it every day,
defending our country.”

Mr. Brees is a veteran in his own
right, having participated in five USO
tours throughout the years and visiting
Airmen and troops down range in
Afghanistan, Iraq and Turkey.

“These guys are sacrificing their time
and put their lives on the line every day
in defense of our freedoms, and I cannot
thank them enough,” Mr. Brees said.
“I’ve obviously had a lot of great experi-
ences in my life, from the Super Bowl, to
the birth of my son, getting married.
This is right behind those three.”

Thunderbirds fly Super
Bowl champions

     


