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Senior          Squadron          
Squadron         Class             Overall        Track Select

37th (10-15) 4.51 days       1.58 days        Apr. 1

41st (11-01)  -2.98 days      -2.40 days        Apr. 23

Senior         Squadron    
Squadron           Class            Overall        Graduation
48th (10-07)     3.94 days   0.27 days        Apr. 2
50th (10-07)     0.62 days      0.74 days        Apr. 2

PH A S E II PH A S E III
Aircraft Required Flown Annual 
T-6 1,882 1,646 15,418
T-1 615 608 4,889
T-38 648 604 4,624
IFF 126 119 988

IFF
Senior       Squadron    

Squadron        Class         Overall      Graduation
49th (10-FB) 5.91 days    2.60 days         Apr. 9

Weather

News Briefs

Feature 10
The Women Air

Force Service Pilots
are highlighted in this
week’s feature.

Inside

Today
High: 70, Low: 47

Sunny

Saturday
High: 72, Low: 45
Chance of showers

Sunday
High: 55, Low: 31

Mostly cloudy

Monday
High: 62, Low: 35

Sunny

Welcome Home Colonel Watkins
The men and women of the BLAZE Team would

like to welcome back wing commander Colonel
Roger Watkins this weekend. Col Watkins has been
attending the Joint PME course at Norfolk National
Air Station, Virginia since January.

Airmen Leadership School Graduation
ALS class 10-03 will be graduating March 25 at

6:00 p.m. in the club. 

Class 10-07 assignment night
SUPT Class 10-07 will be having their assign-

ment night March 19 at 5:00 p.m. at the club.

U.S. Air Force photo/Melissa Duncan
Guest speaker Major General Burton Field.

Staff Sergeant William Powell
14th Flying Training Wing

Public Affairs

Major General Burton Field spoke to Specialized
Undergraduate Pilot Training Class 10-06 at the gradua-
tion ceremony March 12 in the Columbus Air Force Base
Kaye auditorium. He shared with them several mentoring
topics on aviation and officership.  He did this not only as
a 30 year Air Force veteran, but also as a dad.

He started off by making the class stand and say thank
you to friends and family for their support and also had
them apologize for all the stress they put on their families
over the last year.

Gen. Field is the Senior Military Adviser to the U.S.
Special Representative for Afghanistan/Pakistan, the
Pentagon, Washington, D.C.. Gen. Field noted that
“Whether you’re a fighter pilot, a tanker or helicopter pilot,
the decisions you make at the speed that is required will
astound you, and the skills you have learned here over the
last year are the ones that are going to help you the most.”
Gen Field went on to talk about some of his life experi-
ences from being in command, to flying, even being yelled
at by the former Secretary of State.  He went on to say that
all his experiences happened because he went to
Undergraduate Pilot Training.

Gen. Field gave the class two pieces of advice. He gave
the first part as “pilot stuff”. He went on saying that when
they go to their next base, they will be “expected to walk
in as pilots.” They will have to walk, talk and act like pilots.
They will need to build on that through procedures and
knowledge. When they go to their next base, the first thing
they need to do is find the procedures for your job and study
them. Study them not only until you know them but until
your family knows them. This will ensure you will be
knowledgeable in your job and how it works.

The second piece of advice was categorized as “officer
stuff.” “The Air Force expects you to get out there and
lead” said Gen. Field. “The difficulty with that is that

Major General Burton
Field speaks to class 

10-06 graduates, guests

See SPEAKER, Page 2

Colonel Roger Watkins, 14 Flying Training Wing Commander, will be the guest speaker for Class 10-07.
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1st Lt Kristin Hollrith
37th Flying Training Squadron

On Wednesday March 10th, 2010,
the Women Air Force Service Pilots, or
WASP, were belatedly honored with the
Congressional Gold Medal, the highest
honor Congress can bestow on a civilian.
The 1,074 women who became WASP
knew that although they would provide
crucial military support, they would
never be considered part of the military.
Not being a military member meant they
had to pay to travel to training, they
would not be able to receive veteran
benefits, and the 38 women who died in
service to their country were unable to
have an American flag draped over their
coffin.  Even knowing the hardships they
would face, 25,000 women applied to the
program, all meeting the first require-
ment, a valid pilot’s license.  Over the
course of the two years they served the
United States, WASP delivered 12,650
airplanes, flew over 60 million miles and
trained countless pilots. 

On July 1, 2009, President Obama
signed the Senate proposal into law,
awarding the Congressional Gold Medal
to WASP.  Speaker Nancy Pelosi, Senate
Majority Leader Harry Reid, House
Republican Leader John Boehner, Senate
Republican Leader Mitch McConnell,
and Members of Congress held a
Congressional Gold Medal ceremony on
March 10, 2010 in the Capitol to honor
the WASP.  The audience in the Capitol,
Senator Pelosi noted, was one of the
largest ever, some attendees were actual-
ly turned away due to the visitor center
being filled beyond capacity.  One
woman honored on March 10th, Betty Jo
Streff Reed, flew AT-10s and BT-13s here
at Columbus Army Air Field.  She, along
with approximately 200 others, received
the Congressional Gold Medal while
remembering those who did not live to
see the day when the nation recognized
them as heroes. Over 60 years ago they
flew with little recognition so that today,
over 600 women could fly in combat, in
all branches of the military. 

Photo courtesy U.S. Air Force
President Obama is flanked by WASP (Left) Bernice (Bee) Haydu, (Rear) Elaine Harmon, and (Right)
Lorraine Rodgers along with Congresswoman Ileana Ros-Lehtinen and several active duty pilots as
he signs S. 614, the Congressional Gold Medal to WASP.

Photo courtesy U.S. Air Force
Betty Wall Strohfus, a Women Air Force Service
Pilot from Minnesota, talks with Air Force Chief of
Staff Gen. Norton Schwartz at the Congressional
Gold Medal ceremony at the Capitol March 10,
2010.

Photo courtesy U.S. Air Force
Deanie Parrish, one of the World War II Women Air Force Service Pilots and associate
director of Wings Across America, accepts the Congressional Gold Medal on behalf of her
fellow WASPs at the Capitol March 10, 2010. Presenting the medal are Speaker Nancy
Pelosi, Rep. John Boehner, Sen. Harry Reid and Sen. Mitch McConnell.

Photo courtesy U.S. Air Force
Betty Wall Strohfus, a Women Airforce Service Pilot from
Minnesota, displays her copy of the Congressional Gold
Medal at the Capitol March 10, 2010.

Photo courtesy U.S. Air Force
Frances Green, Margaret (Peg) Kirchner, Ann Waldner and Blanche Osborn leaving their plane, "Pistol Packin' Mama," at the four-engine
school at Lockbourne AAF, Ohio, during WASP ferry training B-17 Flying Fortress.

Photo courtesy
U.S. Air Force

A B O V E :
Deanie Parish
in front of P-47
Thunderbo l t
on the flight
line at Tyndall
Air Force
Base, Florida,
in 1944.

The Women Air Force Service Pilots Photo courtesy 
U.S. Air Force

LEFT: This official
mascot was
designed by
Walt Disney for
a proposed film
(from Roald
Dahl's book,
"The Gremlins".
During WWII, the
WASP asked for
permission to
use her as the
official mascot
and the Disney
Company gen-
erously agreed.

FEATURE

Photo courtesy U.S. Air Force
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Ladies golf clinics
Whispering Pines Golf Course is offering a

free golf clinic for women every Monday in
April starting at 4:30 p.m. with a golf scram-
ble immediately following the clinic.  Greens
fees and cart fees still apply for the scramble.
For more information, call Ext. 7932.

My Air Force Life Video
Competition

The Air Force Services Agency is hosting
this competition with a deadline of April 4:
There are 2 categories of competition: Youth:
ages 12 to 17 and Adult: ages 18 and up.
Grand prize winners will receive an Apple
MacBook with iWorks 09 pre-loaded and a
Panasonic HDC-HS250K Digital Video
Camera – a prize valued at $2,000.  The adult
winning entry will have their video aired on
The Pentagon Channel and AAFES
Exchange TV. It will also be released to vari-
ous online video distribution points includ-
ing, but not limited to, YouTube, Tubemogul
and more.  For more information, visit
www.myairforcelife.com.  

Family child care homes need-
ed

Ever dreamed of owning your own busi-
ness? Are you willing to work out of your on
base home?  Do you enjoy working with chil-
dren? Then family child care might be for you.
Please contact Kat Savage, Airman and
Family Services at 434-3602 for more infor-
mation. 

DePLAYment Tag Passes 
Are at the Airman and Family Readiness

Center until the program’s end in July 2010.
Air Force active duty members with children
and/or spouse are eligible for the tag pass who
have been deployed in support of an active
operation anytime after July 2009.
Deployment is described as TDY for 30 days or
more; or 365-PCS in support of an active
Operation and documented on official orders.
Family members must bring in a copy of their
sponsor’s orders and register for their tag pass-
es for such items as free instruction classes,
youth sports, youth events or hourly child
care.  

T-ball, baseball and girls softball
registration

The youth center begins registration for
these programs starting Monday until April 9.
Cost is $35 for ages 5 to 18 and $25 for ages 3-
4 in the start smart program.  Physicals are

required.  For more information, call the Ext.
2504.

March veterinary clinics
Plan ahead – March clinics are March 22

to March 26.  Call Ext. 2281 for appointment.

Easter Brunch 
The Columbus Club offers a brunch Easter

Sunday, from 10:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. April 4.
Cost is $14.95 for members and $16.95 for
nonmembers.  Children, ages 5 to 11 are
$6.95 for members and $8.95 for nonmem-
bers.  Children 4 and under eat free with adult
meal.  Menu includes scrambled eggs, hash
brown rounds, mini-quiche, French toast
sticks with syrup, bacon, sausage, biscuits and
gravy, chef ’s vegetables, garden blend wild
rice, mashed potatoes and gravy, London broil
with au jus, slow roasted marinated chicken,
ham carving station with deviled eggs, potato
salad and rolls, omelet bar, waffle station, stir
fry station, deluxe salad bar, fresh fruit display,
cheese platter and dessert bar. Reservations
required by March 26.  For more information,
call Ext. 2490.

Karaoke’s Best
The Columbus Club is hosting this ten-

week contest starting April 8 from 7 to 11
p.m. each Thursday.  Contestants will be
judged by audience response and guest judges.
First second and third place winners will be
decided each night.  Winners will receive $25,
$20 and $5 plus a $5 Indy’s coupon, respec-
tively.  First place winners each week will
automatically compete in the finale June
25th.  Second and third place winners may
continue to compete throughout the ten-week
run. Grand prize for first place winner at the
finale will be $300, second place is $100 and
third place is $50.  For more information, call
Ext. 2490.

Youth Center “I Got Talent”
The Family and Teen Talent Competition

is April 14 at 7 p.m. in Kaye Auditorium.
Register by March 31 at the Youth Center. For
more information, call Ext. 2504.

King and Queen of the Hill No
Tap Bowling Tournament

This fun tournament is from 2 to 5 p.m.
March 27.  Cost is $10 per person and
includes 3 games of bowling and prize fund.
For more information, call Ext. 3426.

Zumba fitness classes
The fitness center now offers these classes

Sundays from 3 to 4 p.m.  Cost is $3 per per-
son per class but the first class is free. For more
information, call Ext. 2772.

Lunch and Bowl
The Bowling Center offers two free games

of bowling with the purchase of an adult
lunch combo, Monday thru Friday from 11
a.m. to 1 p.m. and all day Sunday.  For more
information, call Ext. 3426.

Cosmic Bowling Special
Every Wednesday from 6 to 9 p.m. - $5 per

person unlimited bowling and that includes
shoe rental. For more information, call Ext.
3426. 

Mommie and me crafts classes 
Stop by the Arts and Crafts Center to

check out the display of upcoming projects
during March for both youth and adult.
Classes are held Thursdays at 10:30 a.m., 2:30
p.m. and 4:30 p.m.  For more information, call
Ext. 7836.

Air Force Space Camp
Teens, ages 12 to 18, may apply to the

Space Camp in Huntsville, Ala.  Applications
may be picked up at the Youth Center but
must be returned by April 8. This year’s Space
Camp is open to dependents of active duty,
Air Force retired military, Air Force civilian
employees and activated Air National Guard
or Air Force Reserve.  The camp will be divid-
ed into two age divisions: ages 12 to 14 and 15
to 18.  Interested youth must have a 2.8 GPA.
Lodging, meals and activity fees are paid by
the Air Force.  Transportation to the Space
Center will be the individual’s responsibility.
For more information, call Ext. 2503.

British Soccer Registration
Register online at  www.challengersports.

com for this annual soccer camp for children
ages 3 to 18.  The camp dates are June 7 to 11.
Free jersey if registered by April 23.  Late fee
of $10 accessed after May 28.  Call the youth
center at 434-2504 for details.

Squadron DUI-Free Bowling
Party

The bowling center is offering a free
squadron bowling party from 1 to 4 p.m.
Monday thru Friday for those squadrons who
have been without a DUI for three months.
Shoe rental, food and beverage charges still
apply.  For more information or to reserve the
center, call the Bowling Center at Ext. 3426.

Lifeguards/Instructors needed
Outdoor Recreation is looking for swim

instructors and lifeguards for the coming sum-
mer season. For more information, call Steve
Bocek at Ext. 2507.

Join FitFamily!  
Air Force Services family fitness and well-

ness initiative, FitFamily is an integral com-
ponent of the Year of the Air Force Family.  
Families can register as a team at
www.USAFFitFamily.com to earn points and
achieve levels for participation in Family Fun
activities, family sports and fitness and family
nutrition. Recognition is provided at each
level to encourage families to continue on the
path of wellness.  The FitFamily program
encourages Air Force families to make healthy
lifestyle choices and provides resources and
tips in an effort to promote overall family fit-
ness.  For more information, contact the
Youth Center at Ext. 2504.

Space A lodging
The Magnolia Inn usually has openings for

Space A family and single units. Contact the
lodging desk at 434-2548.

Tickets available
The information, ticket and travel office

has discounted tickets for Disney World,
Universal Studios, Dollywood, Sea World,
Busch Gardens, Six Flags Over Georgia, the
Memphis Zoo, Alabama Adventure, the Dixie
Stampede, Geyser Falls, and more. Call Ext.
2507 for more information.

Youth Center sponsorship pro-
gram

Moving is hard, but it is also a time to meet
new friends, find new hangout spots, get
involved in fun and different things and go on
trips to interesting places.  The Youth
Sponsorship Program at Columbus was creat-
ed by and just for youth.  To help make your
transition from your old base on to your new
base, contact the Youth Center and join in
the fun of the youth sponsorship program.  For
more information, call Ext. 2504.

Casino trip
Register at outdoor recreation for this

monthly trip the first Friday of every month to
the Silver Star and Golden Moon casinos.
Cost is $25 and includes transportation and
$25 in player money.   Bus leaves at 5:30 p.m.
from the BX parking lot and returns at 1 a.m.
For more information, call Ext. 2507.

Building the world’s best warriors, leaders and professional military pilots

(We Crack’em!)

Friday & Saturday
Shrimp & Oysters

Officers’ Christian 
Fellowship

Caring–wherever we are

www.ocfusa.org

A CFC participant — provided as a public serviceDoD Photo

®

®

For Sale By Owner
Open House Sunday 2-4

126 N. Walnut Drive • Oakdale Park
3 bedroom, 2 bath, 2 car garage, fenced back yard, 

new floors, great neighborhood near CAFB.

Priced to SELL! $145,000 ©
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DePlayment Tag Pass Pack
Families of deployed members are eligible for

our special DePlayment Tag Pass Pack. Provide
a copy of deployment  orders, and simply pick
up your Deplayment Tag Pass Pack at the Air
Force Family Readiness Center, then log  onto
the www.myairforcelife.com website to register.
Once registered, you may use your tag-pass for
discounts and free programs identified by the
installation. For more information on benefits
and how to use contact AFRC 434-2790

Florida Voters
On Tuesday, April 13, 2010 Florida will hold

a special general election to fill the congres-
sional vacancy left by the resignation of
Congressman Robert Wexler. The 19th
Congressional District includes parts of
Broward and Palm Beach Counties.

The candidates in this election are:
-       Democratic: Ted Deutch
-       Republican: Ed Lynch
-       No Party Affiliation: Jim McCormick
-       Write-in: Josue Larose
Request Your Ballot. If you do not have one

on file, you need to fill out an absentee ballot
request as soon as possible. The Federal Post
Card Application (FPCA) ballot application
and instructions are available at  www.fvap.gov
,http://www.fvap.gov>.  

North Carolina and Indiana
Voters

North Carolina and Indiana Military and
Overseas Voters, Submit your Ballot Request
for the May 4, 2010 State Primary!

North Carolina will hold its State primary
election on Tuesday, May 4, 2010.

If you are eligible to vote in this election,
and requested and received a ballot for the
November 4, 2008 presidential election, you
will automatically receive an absentee ballot,
and need not take any further action unless
your mailing address has changed.

Registration is required for all Uniformed
Service members, eligible dependents, and
overseas citizens. You will be registered if your
Federal Post Card Application (FPCA) is
received by the local election office by May 3,
2010.

If you do not have one on file, you need to
fill out an absentee ballot request as soon as pos-
sible. The Federal Post Card Application
(FPCA) ballot application and instructions are
available at  www.fvap.gov.

New legal appointment opportu-
nities

Legal Assistance Appointments now avail-
able on Tuesday AND Wednesday call the

Legal Office at (662) 434-7030. Also, new web-
site allows you to enter your info ahead of time
for a will or POA www.aflegalassistance.com.

School Liaison Officer
The Columbus Air Force Base School

Liaison Officer works with local school districts,
schools, parents and students on issues related
to elementary and secondary education for the
children of ALL personnel (civilian, military
and contractor) assigned to the installation. As
parents of school age children are aware, there
are many unique issues our children face as they
transition to new schools. The role of the
School Liaison Officer is to assist families
ensure their children receive the best possible
education regardless of where they attend
school. For assistance, please contact the
School Liaison Officer at 434-2792 or via email
at slo@columbus.af.mil.

Retiree Activities Office
The 14th Flying Training Wing

Commander is soliciting applicants to lead the
Retiree Activities Office on Columbus Air
Force Base.  The Retiree Activities Office
Director supports the commander and is the
liaison with our retiree community to include
retirees, spouses, widows and widowers. The
Director publishes local retiree newsletters,
coordinates staff for volunteer efforts, maintains
pertinent information for our retiree communi-
ty, and works with the Wing to plan and exe-
cute an annual retiree appreciation day. If you
are interested in applying to be the Retiree
Activities Office Director, please contact Capt
Terry Wagner at 434-2616 for additional infor-
mation.

Library Story Time
The base library will hold Story Time on

Wednesday from 10 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. Story
Time will continue to be held each week.

Personnel Office Information
The Military Personnel Section (MPS) has

gone to a single-point of entry for all customer
service actions.  Please sign-in at the Customer
Support counter located in room 106.
Additionally, for Common Access Card
(CAC)/ID Card renewals, we request one make
an appointment with Customer Support at 434-
2624 or 434-2626

POCs and Volunteers needed for
special observances

March – Women’s History Month (Writing
Women Back into History)

If you are interested, please contact the EO
office at 434-2546 or email 14ftweo@colum-
bus.af.mil

Wine tasting
Wine Tasting and Fashion Show scheduled

for March 23, 2010 from 6 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. at
the Columbus Club, tickets $10.00 per person.
All Columbus AFB employees and their fami-
lies invited.

Story Reading at Library
Children's book readings on Women's

History once a week at CDC.

U Got Talent (Formerly the Family
& Talent Competition)

U Got Talent (Formerly the Family &
Talent Competition) will be held 14 Apr at
1900 in the Kaye Auditorium.  There are cate-
gories for children ages 6-18 and for the entire
family.  Winning acts will be videotaped for
submission to MAJCOM for the next level of
competition.  Register at the Youth Center by
31 Mar 2010 or for more information call 434-
2504

Tee Ball, Baseball and Softball
Registration

The Youth Center will be conducting t-ball,
baseball, and girl’s softball registration 15 Mar
through 9 Apr 2010.  Ages 3-18 may register at
the Youth Center.  The cost for Start Smart T-
ball is $25 and for ages 5 and up is $35 per sea-
son.  A current sports physical is required at the
time of registration.  For more information con-
tact the Youth Center at 434-2504.   VOLUN-
TEER COACHES NEEDED!

Spring Fling and Egg Hunt
The 2010 Spring Fling and Egg Hunt will be

held at Freedom Park behind the Fitness Center
on March 27 from 9-12 a.m..  Registration will
be from 9-9:30 a.m. with the first egg hunt at
0935.  There will be demonstrations, displays,
family events, and carnival games, food for sale,
crafts, music, and prizes.  Below are times for
each age group egg hunt.

Ages 0-2………………9:35 a.m.
Ages 3-4………………9:35 a.m.
Ages 5-7………………10:00 a.m.
Demos………………...10:00-10:45 a.m.
Ages 8-10……………..10:45 a.m.
Ages 11 and up….....…11 a.m.
For more information, call the Youth Center

at 434-2504

Saint Leo U. Military Spouse
Discount

Military spouses seeking a degree at Saint
Leo U. can enroll in two classes and take a third
class for FREE.  Contact Dew White at 434-
8844 or stop by the Saint Leo U. office in the
Personnel Bldg., Room 120. 

Education Counseling Hours
Education counseling (CCAF,

Bachelor’s/Master’s programs, Tuition
Assistance, etc.) is now available Mondays and
Wednesdays from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. by appoint-
ment only.  Please contact Edward Hodge at
434-2562 to schedule.

Attention All Deployers
The 14th Communications Squadron has a

new system which allows you to place “free”
telephone calls back home from your deployed
location via DSN.  You can call every day or
once a week; whichever you prefer (allotted
time is 3.5 hours a week).  Pin numbers are
required and can be picked up along with
instructions from the Telephone Systems office
located in Building 900, Room 9.  Please call
434-2020 for additional information.  

DRMO as a source of supply
Authorized personnel may retrieve property

that is marked for DRMO Facilities only if they
are still physically located in Base Supply. For
more information, call the Inspection Section
at extension 434-7233 to review the property,
Stock Control at 434-7198 to check for author-
ization and Customer Support at 434-7178 to
order the property.  All other DRMO process-
ing is done via the Web at: www.drms.dla.mil. 

Do you have a supply problem? 
Do you need status on an item you ordered?

Did you receive the wrong part? The Customer
Support section is the single point of contact
when requiring assistance on supply related
matters.  For assistance, you may contact
Customer Support at 434-7178.

Zero overpricing program-incen-
tive awards

Overpricing is an issue everyone should be
working.  All personnel are encouraged to par-
ticipate, and will be rewarded for any tangible
savings resulting from their price challenge.
Monetary awards will be given in accordance
with AFI 38-401, The Air Force Innovative
Development Employee Awareness (IDEA)
Program.  Advice and guidance are available by
calling the Customer Support section of Base
Supply, located in Building 158, at 434-7178.

ATTENTION SUPPLY CUSTOMER
If you are looking for that special piece of

equipment or furniture for your office, your
point of contact is the Inspection Section of
Base Supply.  Inspection maintains the Last
Look Area, which has used equipment and fur-
niture turned in from other organizations that
no longer have a need for the items. All items
in the Last Look Area are available without
charge to your organization.  For more informa-
tion, you can contact the Inspection Section at
extension 7233 or 7234.

Base News

Credit Union Members without access to 
Columbus Air Force Base who want to attend 

this meeting must register with the credit 
union no later than Thursday, March 25

Location:
Columbus Club (Columbus Air Force Base)
Meeting Time:   5:00 p.m.
Agenda:

       Board Member Elections
       Reports from Credit Union Officials
        Door Prize

50th ANNUAL MEETING
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 31, 2010

1101 HWY. 182 EAST, STARKVILLE • 662/338-9131
2330 HWY. 45 NORTH, COLUMBUS • 662/327-9450
BUILDING 160, COLUMBUS AFB • 662/434-6052

©
 The Dispatch

• Washer & Dryer in Each Unit
• Icemaker, Microwave, Disposal & Dishwasher
• Pool & Jacuzzi with wireless internet access available
• Tennis Courts
• Fitness Center
• Business Center

A Cut Above The Rest

625 31st Avenue North
 (Behind K-Mart Off Hwy. 45 North)

Office Hours Mon-Fri 8-5

www.falconlairapts.com

Call for Details
329-2544

$99
MOVES YOU IN!!

It's a Great Deal atIt's a Great Deal at 
Falcon Lair!Falcon Lair!

First Month FreeFirst Month Free
Or Lower MonthlyOr Lower Monthly

Payments!!!Payments!!!
13 Month Lease Req'd.13 Month Lease Req'd.

2 Bedroom Only

First United 
Methodist Church
602 Main Street • Columbus, MS

Sunday Worship 
8:45 AM: Artz Fellowship Hall

11:00 AM: Sanctuary
Sunday School

9:45 AM
Sunday Evenings

4:30 PM Vespers & Communion
6:00 PM Children, Youth 

& Adult Programs

Come home to...

662.328.5252 
www.columbusfumc.org

1 (800) 772-SHIP
www.mercyships.org

a CFC participant • provided as a public service

1-800-548-4337
www.guidedog.org
a CFC participant  

Provided as a public service.

®

There’s a Place for you at
Woodland 

Baptist Church
www.woodlandonline.org

3033 Ridge Road • Columbus, MS
327-6689

SUNDAY
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Worship Service 10:30 a.m.
Worship Service 6:00 p.m.

WEDNESDAY
Adult Bible Study 
Youth Worship 
AWANA                 6:30 p.m. 

Pastor: Mike Allred
Music Minister: Randy Comer

Youth Pastor: Matt Long

NEW SALEM BAPTIST CHURCH
welcomes you

7086 Wolf Road, 3 miles south of Caledonia, MS
(662) 356-4940

E-mail: newsalembaptist@cableone.net
Web-Site: newsalembaptistcaledonia.com

Bro. David R. Woods, Pastor
SUNDAY MORNINGS

(Beginning Oct. 19): 8:17 am (See Pro. 8:17 KJV) 
Early Worship Service

9:30 am: Sunday School for All Ages
10:30 am: Worship Service

(Children’s Church for ages 4 - 2nd grade)
SUNDAY EVENINGS

(September - May) 4:00 pm: Jr. Varsity & Varsity A.W.A.N.A.
(Jr. Varsity: ages 6,7,8 grades; Varsity: High School)

(September - May) 4:15 pm: Club A.W.A.N.A. 
(for Ages 3 yr. old - 5th Grade)

(June - August) 5:00 pm: Summer Blast for Children
(Ages 3 yr. old - 5th Grade)

(June - August) 5:00 pm: Youth Discipleship Training
5:00 pm: Discipleship Training for Adults

6:00 pm: Worship
7:00 pm: Adult Choir Practice
WEDNESDAY NIGHTS 

@ 6:30 pm
Mission Friends: ages 3 - 5

R.A.s & G.A.s:  1st - 5th Grades
Youth Bible Study: 6th - 12th Grades

Adult Bible Study/Prayer
Nursery is provided for all services.

SUNDAY
Bible Study (All Ages) ......... 9:15AM

Morning Worship ............. 10:30AM

Children’s Handbells ........... 4:30PM

Adult Bible Study ................ 5:00PM

Youth Praise Choir
Pre-School Choir

Children’s Graded Choir
Evening Worship ................ 6:00PM

WEDNESDAY
AWANA .............................. 6:00PM
Prayer Service & Adult Bible Study.... 6:30PM

Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal....... 7:30PM

East EndEast End
Baptist ChurchBaptist Church

380 Hwy. 50 West, P.O.Box 8480
662.328.5915

www.eastendbc.org

Brick 3 bedroom, 1 bath
home in Oakdale subdivision,
1,100 sq. ft. with large fenced 
back yard. 1 pet, No Smoking. 

$700/month

HOME FOR RENT NEAR CAFB

(850) 381-1924 © The Dispatch
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For sale: Completely remodeled,
affordable home in Oakdale: 2 bed, 2
bth, 2 car garage offers new flooring
throughout (tile and carpet), tumbled
marble countertops and backsplashes
in kitchen and bath, new lighting fix-
tures, sinks, faucets, toilets, etc., 2.2 mi
from CAFB, 155 Green Hollow Cir,
$129k, FMI call 254-715-1498.
For sale:  135 Scarlet Dr., Sherwood
Forest:  4 br, 2.5 bath w/new kitchen,
all new stainless steel appliances.
Formal dining room, living room, sun
room w/hot tub and bonus room (2714

sq ft).  2 car garage, with a large back
yard  with 6 ft privacy fence complete-
ly enclosed.  10 minute drive from
CAFB.  $189,900.  FMI call
662-242-0776.
For sale: Beautiful Home situated on
3.8 acres in a very desirable New Hope
neighborhood. Approx 2,800 sq. ft., 13
rooms to include 3 spacious bedrooms,
bonus room, living room, office, huge
den/ in laws quarters, 2 ? bathrooms,
whirlpool tub, hardwood, carpet and
ceramic tile flooring, crown molding,
plenty of storage space. Approx one
acre fenced yard with large wired shop;
many custom extra’s plus one year
home warranty, $289,900.
(662) 240-0226 FMI.

For sale: 2009 Dodge Ram. 5.7L Hemi
TRX edition with 4000miles. Fully
loaded, to much to list. $38000. Call
360-271-7406
For sale: 2009 Calico Horse Trailer.
2Horse slant load with swing wall in
dressing room. 6.5’tall w/ escape door.
Dual axle with trailer brakes. $4600.00
Call 360-271-7406
For sale: 1993 Honda civic del sol,
high mileage but runs reliably, asking
$1500. Call 662-640-9126 or email @
david.fletcher.ctr@columbus.af.mil.
For sale: 2006 Honda Shadow 600
VLX motorcycle.  Mint condition less
than 3,500 miles, garage kept, candy

Apple Red,ad-ons include Cobra pipes,
saddle bags, windshield, luggage rack,
bike cover, helmets and more.  $6000.
FMI call (662) 251-1727 or
(662) 251-1728.
For sale: 2000 Suzuki Intruder, 800cc
V-twin, Chromed out Cruiser, 13K,
Garage Kept, Babied, ready to go,
highway bar, windshield, saddle bags,
cruise control, passenger back rest, 50
mpg, perfect condition, well main-
tained, new tires, battery, shaft drive.
Check it out in the Lemon Lot. $2800
or equivalent in diapers and formula.
859-248-1428 or travman10@hot-
mail.com
For sale: 05 CBR600RR, 7k miles,
excellent condition, lots of extras,
devil exhaust, integrated/flush turn sig-
nals, k&n oil and air filter, new tires -
price lowered - $4950 obo.
808-221-2005
For sale: 08 DUCATI 1098, Prestine
condition, 4500mi, 70mm Full Termi
exhaust + chip, custom Desmo paint,
Lots of carbon fiber, over $25k invest-
ed!  $13,500 obo. 808-221-2005
For sale: 07 KTM 450 EXC, street
legal enduro bike. Only 20hrs,
650miles! Excellent condition.  $5450
obo.  808-221-2005
For sale: 2000 Triton Tr-20 boat,
Mercury 200 EFI.  $14,000.  FMI  call
662-889-3974.

For sale: Chain link fence includes 88
linear feet plus 1 gate, all posts and
hardware.  Great condition $300.
Original XBox (not 360) w/ 2 con-
trollers/10 games $50.  FMI:
662-364-7096.
For sale: Futon with metal frame $75;
queen mattress and box spring like new
$150; new Hamilton Beach electric
grill $25; 25" TV $50.  Rival crockpot
$20.  Call 434-8358. 
For sale: Largo Furniture Bordeaux
wood daybed with mattress, dresser,
mirror and chest.  Brown cherry, great
shape, $350.  Call 662-889-3974.
For sale: New PSP Ultimate Travel
Kit, $10.  Hamilton Beach prep star
food processor, $30;  baby bedding set,
includes comforter, bumper, fitted
sheet, bed skirt and 2 pillows, $25.
New in Box Nature Purest high chair,
$70.  Please call 662-425-4953 or 337-
274-5479.
For sale: Electric organ with bench.
Troubador II, has accompanying flute,
trombone, clarinet, violin, mandolin
and banjo, plus plays automatically;
excellent condition, $295 o.b.o. wing-
back chair with ottoman in like new
condition, beautiful fabric, $150 o.b.o.
matching sofa and loveseat, royal blue,
beige and wine colored fabric, with 6
matching throw pillows, excellent con-
dition $450 o.b.o.  FMI call 327-1205.

For sale: Couch, brown and green,
excellent condition, $75; 2 end tables
& matching sofa table, good condition
$75 for set.  FMI call 662-251-9182.
For sale: Wood armoire for sale.  It has
a large TV space big enough for a 32”,
shelf on top, and room for plenty of
storage, painted black but could easily
be repainted - no veneer here, dental
tooth molding top. $400 o.b.o.  FMI
call 662.434.8342.

For sale: 2 Year old Ball Python, 30
Gal tank with storage and accessories.
$100.  253-592-3627.
For sale: 2 year old black and white
female shih-tzu dog, been spayed, shots
up to date. Lots of extras.  $l00 firm.
FMI call  328 3977.
Free: Cat to a Good Home:  7 year
old, male munchkin cat, neutered and
declawed, shots are current.  Please call
662-425-4953 or 337-274-5479.

Two family yard sale on March 27,
2010 at 2889 Jess Lyons Rd., Columbus
MS.  Everything must go; quality items
at a low price; electronics, adult and
baby clothes, baby gear, furniture,
kitchen items and more.  Yard sale will
go from 0730 – 1130 hours.  No early
bird specials.

BARGAIN LINE

Homes

Miscellaneous

www.columbus.af.mil

Saturday Yard Sales

Pets

Transportation

The deadline for submitting ads
is noon Monday before the
desired publication date. Ads
turned in after the deadline will
run the following week. Ads can
be mailed to or dropped off at the
public affairs office in the 14th
Flying Training Wing
Headquarters building, e-mailed
to silverwings@columbus.af.mil
or faxed to 434-7009. Calling
Ext. 7068 by noon Monday can
extend the run date of ads already
submitted. Silver Wings reserves
the right to limit ads based on
content, space and frequency of
requests. Advertisements for pri-
vate businesses or services provid-
ing a continuous source of income
may not appear in the Bargain
Line. They may, however, be
purchased through the
Commercial Dispatch,
328-2424.

Senior Airman Abigail Klein
22nd Air Refueling Wing Public Affairs

MCCONNELL AIR FORCE BASE, Kan. — The first
KC-135R Stratotanker F108-100 engine delivered to the Air
Force 26 years ago in the United States made its last flight
March 1here.

When KC1-35R tanker engines were originally purchased
from CFM International, it marked the first time in history
military officials bought a commercial engine for its aircraft.
Upon purchase, the engine model, CFM56-2B, was designated
as the F108 model by the Air Force. 

Like the other F108 models, the engine from McConnell
Air Force Base will be refurbished and returned to service.

Before being removed, the engine was used March 1 in two
refueling missions. While preparing the aircraft for a third refu-
eling mission, Airmen from the 22nd Aircraft Maintenance
Squadron noticed the blades on the engine’s turbo fan were
unlatched at three positions around the rotor.

“With some difficulty, the blades were re-latched and an
engine run was accomplished, after which the blades were
observed to be un-latched again,” said Brad Mehlinger, a CFM
International field service engineer. “This is not considered
abnormal on engines with high operating hours.” 

He said the maintainers attempted to latch the blades
again, but weren’t successful.

“After two hours we determined that the engine required
removal,” said Tech. Sgt. Jake Salinas, a 22nd AMXS engine
mechanic.

During its 26-year career, the engine accumulated 13,409
hours of flight.

“This engine was hanging tough until this happened,” Mr.
Mehlinger said. “Even after more than 26 years in service, this
engine was not due for scheduled maintenance for another two
or three years.”

The 8,000-pound engine was removed March 3, by four
members of the 22nd AMXS. It took them 24 hours to remove

the engine and wrap it before sending it to the 76th Propulsion
Maintenance Group at Tinker AFB, Okla.

Members of the 76th PMG workforce will disassemble,
inspect, repair, re-assemble and perform diagnostic testing on
the engine and its parts before it takes flight again, a process
that can last approximately six to eight months.

“This engine was the first to be delivered to the Air Force
in the United States, and it’s the last remaining original R
model,” said Capt. Jacob Sullivan, the officer in charge of the
22nd AMXS Green Aircraft Maintenance Unit. “It was
impressive that it ran this long without repair, but everything
wears out eventually.”

Maintainers remove 26-year-old engine

A KC-135R Stratotanker F108-100 engine awaits transportation March 3, 2010, from McConnell Air Force Base, Kan., to
Tinker AFB, Okla., where it will be refurbished. (U.S. Air Force photo/Senior Airman Abigail Klein)

RANDOLPH AIR FORCE BASE, Texas
— Officers and enlisted Airmen reaching 15
years of active-duty service will have new
procedures in place beginning April 1 to
accept enrollment in the Redux retirement
plan. 

Airmen will receive an electronic notifi-
cation of their eligibility for the High-3
Choice retirement plan that allows members
to choose a $30,000 career status bonus in
exchange for lower retirement pay under
Redux. 

The notification will inform Airmen of
their option to elect CSB, advise them on

how to accept the bonus, and instruct them
on how to initiate the payment request.

Members who do not respond to the noti-
fication will automatically revert to the
High-3 retirement plan.

“A relatively low interest in the CSB led
to the change in the notification and elec-
tion process,” said Col. William Foote, the
director of personnel services at the Air Force
Personnel Center here. “Streamlining this
procedure reduces the strain of paperwork for
Airmen and returns valuable time back to
members, commanders and support staffs.” 

Ann Lacey, an AFPC retirement proce-

dures specialist, explained that all members
were previously required to initiate a CSB
election whether they desired the bonus or
not, requiring all eligible Airmen to com-
plete a DD Form 2839, Career Status Bonus
Election, and commanders to review their
records. However, only a little more than 20
percent of Airmen were electing the bonus.

“These changes are going to greatly
reduce the workload for all parties involved
in the CSB process,” she said. 

The change eliminates the need to com-
plete the form for members who do not wish
to elect the CSB after notification has been

acknowledged, thereby saving Airmen and
their units time by reducing paperwork.

The Redux retirement plan affects mem-
bers initially entering the military or uni-
formed service Aug. 1, 1986, or later. Redux
is one of three retirements plans in effect
based on an Airmen’s date of initial entry to
the uniformed service and currently applies
to more than 92 percent of the active force.

For information about CSB visit
www.afpc.randolph.af.mil and type “Career
Status Bonus” or “Redux” into the search
engine, or call the Total Force Service
Center at 800-525-0102.

New process available for selecting retirement option

This week:
Women’s History
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We’re a full-service salon offering:
Permanent Make-Up

by artist Barbara Parker

Weight Loss Supplements
Waxing

Massage Therapy
27 Years Experience

Trendsetters
Styling Salon & Massage

1920 Hwy. 45 North • Columbus, MS • 327-8314
www.trendsetterstylingsalon.com© The Dispatch

Let us accentuate your natural beauty.
THE BOUNTY HUNTER PG-13

4:20 • 7:20 • 9:50 • Sat. Mat. 1:20
DIARY OF A WIMPY KID PG

4:10 • 7:10 • 9:25 • Sat. Mat. 1:10
REPO MEN R

4:30 • 7:30 • 10:00 • Sat. Mat. 1:30
SHES OUT OF MY LEAUGE R

4:25 • 7:25 • 9:50 • Sat. Mat. 1:25
GREEN ZONE R

4:35 • 7:35 • 10:05 • Sat. Mat. 1:30
OUR FAMILY WEDDING PG-13

4:05 • 7:05 • 9:25 • Sat. Mat. 1:05
REMEMBER ME PG-13

4:15 • 7:15 • 9:45 • Sat. Mat. 1:15
ALICE IN WONDERLAND 3-D PG

4:00 • 7:00 • 9:40 • Sat. Mat. 1:00

Malco CINEMA
ONLINE TICKETING @ malco.com

Hwy 45 North behind Applebee's- Columbus

STADIUM SEATING240-0000 w No Passes

Jackson Square
2013 Hwy. 45 North • Columbus, MS • 662-327-2684

Est. 1905

CChhiillddrreenn’’ss sshhooeess
Hop on Down to the Best Selection in Town

NorthfaceNorthface
Flip FlopsFlip Flops

BoysBoys
SneakersSneakers

Girls SneakersGirls  Sneakers
Merrell & New BalanceMerrell & New Balance

Girls &Girls &
BoysBoys

RainbootsRainboots

$16-$18$16-$18$25-$38$25-$38

Merrell &Merrell &
New BalanceNew Balance

We Are Still Open!
DOLAN GARAGE

314 Dove Whitaker Rd. in Caledonia, MS

Sherry Dolan & Jimmy Dolan

     • Import Specialist
     • 45 Years Experience

Same Location for 30 Years

356-4960 offi ce
574-1280 cell

356-6149 home

Columbus Pilgrimage April 5-17,
2010, Volunteer Hostesses for
Antebellum Homes needed. 

The Columbus Spring Pilgrimage has earned
the reputation as one of the best and most
authentic historic home tours in the South.
Most of the Antebellum homes in town can
only be seen during Pilgrimage.  About 70 vol-
unteer hostesses from Columbus AFB signed up
last year to help the Antebellum home owners
greet the many visitors for the Tours. Tour
schedules and homes can be viewed under.
Pilgrimage dresses and hoops skirts are provid-
ed. Please contact Crystal or Angie at
CAFBpilgrimage@gmail.com if you would like
to be a hostess or have questions.  

Clean Sweep Columbus, a Great
American Cleanup Event

Searching for volunteers to help us clean the
Friendly City. LINK'd Young Professionals and
Keep America Beautiful are teaming up with
area businesses and organizations for an all-day
clean-up of Columbus and

Lowndes County. As we walk through
neighborhoods picking up litter, leaves, and
limb, our goal is to make Columbus shine!

The event will kick off March 20h at 9 AM
at the Farmer's Market, in downtown
Columbus. Volunteers from every community
and walk of life are needed to make Clean
Sweep Columbus a success. We encourage
everyone to sign-up as early as possible so we
will be able to map out routes for volunteers. If
there is an area you would like us to help clean,
just let us know and we will do our best to get
there. Please be as descriptive as possible when
naming locations. LINK'd Young Professionals
will contact you a few days before the clean up
to confirm your registration, assign your clean
up location and arrange for you to pick up your
supplies. For more information please contact
Shasta Nance at the Columbus-Lowndes
Development LINK at 662-328-8369 or
snance@cldlink.org.

COLUMBUS ARTS COUNCIL TO
HOST SECOND ANNUAL DINING
FOR ART

The Columbus Arts Council will host their
annual auction and gala Dining for Art, on
Saturday, March 27th, 2010 at 7:00 p.m. A live
and silent auction featuring original art, as well
as items and services from local and regional
businesses will start the night off, followed by an
evening of entertainment by the band, Class of
65. Heavy hors d'oeuvres and libations will be
served. Tickets are $50. Ticket price includes
admission to the auction and one of many par-
ties hosted around the Golden Triangle. These
parties will take place in the two weeks prior to
the Dining for Art Auction, and range from fun
theme parties to gourmet dinners. Space is lim-

ited- to reserve tickets, please contact the
Columbus Arts Council at 662-328-ARTS.
Dining for Art is the number one source of pri-
vate donations to the Columbus Arts Council
and is the yearly fundraising effort by the Board
of Directors and volunteers. In conjunction
with Dining for Art, four area restaurants will
participate in Dine OUT for Art during the
month of March. Dine at the following restau-
rants on their designated Thursday and they
will donate 10% of their sales for the day to the
Columbus Arts Council. Thursday, March 4th-
The Green Olive; Thursday, March 11th-
Huck's Place; Thursday, March 18th- J.
Broussard's; and Thursday, March 25th-
Harvey's. For more information about these
events please contact the Columbus Arts

Council at 662. 328.2787 or visit the
Rosenzweig Art Center at 501 Main Street in
downtown Columbus.

The MUW Department of
Continuing Education is
announcing the Community Life
Enrichment Program!

Courses taught by volunteer professionals
who will share their knowledge and experience
via workshops, lectures, tours and field trips.
Course selection includes:

• Bridge: Playing and Strategy - taught by
Frank Stewart

• Putting it on Paper: How to get started

with your novel - taught by Deborah
Schumaker

• Spanish for Beginners - taught by Kathy
Vance

• Scrapbooking, Photo Management and
Photography - taught by Pam Bromley

• Social Communication Media Update -
taught by Peter Imes

• Personal Computer: Update-Utilization
Intro-History - taught by Claude Simpson

• Birds, Bees, Toothache Trees: Natural
History of Plymouth Bluff - organized by Dr.
Harry Sherman with multiple lecturers includ-
ing Birney Imes, Jim & Diane Patterson, Jessica
Tegt, Harold Alexander and George Phillips

• Easy Entertaining 101 - taught by Anne
Segrest Freeze

• The Use of 19th Century Records in
Research and Genealogy - taught by Rufus
Ward

• Planning My Future - taught by Dr. Robert
Gilbert

• The Practice of Poetry - taught by
Elizabeth Simpson

• The Criminal Justice System: How does it
work? Is it broken? - taught by Elizabeth Unger
Carlyle

Spring semester begins March 22 - April 30.
The cost is $35 and permits attendance to as
many courses in a given semester. Membership
is open to the public. For more information,
contact Dr. Barbara Moore at (662) 329-7150
or email  bmoore@edhs@muw.edu.

Lowndes Public Library Annual
Spring Book Sale

The Friends of the Columbus-Lowndes
Public Library is hosting their Annual Spring
Book Sale on March 26th and 27th but needs
your help March 25th from 4:30-8pm with car-
rying, packing and unpacking books at the
Public Library and Leigh Mall. They also need
your help March 27th from 2:30-4:00pm with
packing up books and taking them back to the
Public Library. 

Meet at Public Library, March 25th at 4:30
to carry boxes of books to vans for transport to
Leigh Mall.  Travel to Leigh Mall to assist with
unloading and unboxing of books and stacking
books on tables for book sale.  (Book Sale
March 26 & 27)  Meet at Leigh Mall, Saturday,
March 27th, 2:30, to box unsold books up and
load into van.

Please contact Beth Imes for more details if
interesting in volunteering. 662.328.5393 or
lizzieimes@gmail.com

5K run in West Point
Sally Kate Winters Family Services is a non-

profit organization that is having a 5K Run to
promote Child Abuse Awareness and
Prevention. They are having a 5K Run and a
Family Fun Night in neighboring West Point
on the evening of April 10.  For more informa-
tion please contact Paige Lamkin Sally Kate
Winters Family Services 662-494-4867
http://www.sallykatewinters.org/

The Immunization Clinic has relocated to make your access to services more convenient and better meet your needs as our
beneficiaries.  Previously located near Physical Therapy, the Immunization Clinic is now centrally located near the Pharmacy.
The new location is closer to the main clinic area for easier accessibility and now has its own handicap accessible entrance and
parking. Our hours of operation are Monday-Wednesday and Friday from 7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. and on Thursdays from 7:30 a.m.
to 12:00 p.m. with limited services available after 12:00 p.m.  If you have any questions please call us at (662) 434-2187.

Immunization Relocation
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22 23 24 27/28

April 13: Hearts Apart Social (4:30p.m.)

April 13: Wing Annual prayer Breakfast
April 13: 10-08 Assignment night
April 22: Earth Day, Quarterly awards lunch

Mon Tue Wed Thur Fri Sat/Sun

Long Range Events

2625

2MMaarrcchh
Enlisted
Promotions,
3:30p.m. @ Club

April 4: Easter
Sunday

ALS
Graduation, 6
p.m. @ Club

Happy Irby
Street
Dedication, @
10:30 a.m.

March 27:
Spring Fling
Freedom park,
9am

March 28:
Psalm Sunday

Women's
History Wine
Tasting and fash-
ion show, 6pm @
Club

10-07
Graduation

Good Friday

CE Assumption
of Command,
10:00a.m. Fire
Dept.

31 130

Remember to turn off lights and computer monitors 
when you are done for the day!

TSgt Ryian Caviness
Trudy Glusenkamp, RD

14th Medical Operations Squadron

A nutritious diet is an important part of a healthy
lifestyle, but most people have trouble getting there.
During National Nutrition Month®, the American
Dietetic Association reminds us that an easy way to
focus on eating better is to start with the basics by build-
ing your nutritional health from the ground up.

By starting slowly and giving yourself a good founda-
tion, you can work towards a healthier life without feel-
ing overwhelmed.  Change doesn’t have to be dramatic
to make a difference.  Throughout this month we are
offering a simple four-part recipe series to assist you in
building a healthier diet.  This week’s featured recipe is
a healthy entree.

Easy Chicken Pasta Toss
Makes 6 servings (1-1/3 c. each)

• 6 oz. dried multigrain penne pasta
• 1 tbsp. olive oil or canola oil
• 4 cloves of garlic, minced
• 1/4 teaspoon crushed red pepper
• 2 cups broccoli florets
• 12 oz. skinless, boneless chicken breast, cut into

bite-size strips
• 14.5 oz. can of diced tomatoes with green peppers,

celery and onions, un-drained
• 1 tbsp. snipped fresh basil or oregano

1. Cook pasta according to package directions.
Drain.

2. In a large skillet, heat oil over medium-high heat.
Add garlic and red pepper; cook and stir 30 seconds.
Add broccoli; cook 3 minutes more.  Remove broccoli
mixture.

3. Add chicken to skillet; cook and stir until no
longer pink.  Return broccoli mixture to skillet.  Add
tomatoes and pasta.  Cook and stir until heated
through.

4. Divide mixture among four bowls.  Sprinkle with
basil and if desired, parmesan cheese.

Per serving: 221 calories, 4 g fat, 27 g carbs, 3 g fiber,
20 g protein

If you would like more information on building a
healthier diet or a recipe from a previous week, contact
the Health and Wellness Center at 434-2477.

March Mission:
Building a Healthier

You (Week 3)

2nd Lieutenant Adam Irvin
14th Medical Support Group

Columbus Air Force Base
Laboratory seeks volunteer donors for
bone marrow national registry.

An estimated 30,000 children and
adults in the United States, more than
500 of them in the Department of
Defense, are diagnosed each year with
leukemia, aplasticanemia or other fatal
blood diseases.  For many of these peo-
ple, a bone marrow transplant or
peripheral blood stem cells (PBSC)
transplant is the only treatment.  The
C.W. Bill Young/DoD Marrow Donor
Program helps treat over 70 life threat-
ening diseases.

The goal is to recruit and register
volunteer bone marrow donors from
active-duty, family members and civil

service employees ages 18-55.
Participation in the drive does not
require a volunteer to donate marrow.
It is simply a registration process for
potential donors.  Registering for possi-
ble marrow donation does not disquali-
fy candidates from flying status.

At the registration, oral swabs will
be taken accompanied with some
paperwork and then the samples will be
sent to the center.  There the donor’s
Human Leukocyte Antigen (HLA)
type is identified and the results are
entered into the national bone marrow
donor registry in Minneapolis.  The
information will remain in the nation-
wide database until the type matches
that of someone in need of a bone mar-
row or peripheral blood stem cells
(PBSC) transplant.  After a prelimi-
nary match is made, the center makes

arrangements for additional tests.  If
the test results indicate the donor is a
successful match, the final decision to
become a bone marrow or PBSC donor
rests with the individual.

If a volunteer donor has the oppor-
tunity to provide a lifesaving match, all
testing, medical fees and travel expens-
es are paid for by the program.  The
procedure will be performed at either
Georgetown University Hospital in
Washington, D.C. or the University of
Maryland Greenbaum Medical Center
in Baltimore, Maryland.

The laboratory is now accepting
donor registration Monday-Wednesday
from 9:00 a.m. until 3:00 p.m. on a
walk-in basis.  For more information,
call Lt Adam Irvin at 434-2123.

C.W. Bill Young/DoD marrow donor program

Lt Col (Dr.) Michael Rappa, 
Public Health Emergency Officer

Dr. Misty Looney, 
Public Health Element Chief

1Lt Basil Aboul-Enein, 
Public Health Officer

The following is a story from the New Zealand Herald
found on:  http://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/news/article.cfm?
c_id=1& objectid=10569205

A New Zealander who contracted swine flu just over a
week ago has described it like being on fire.  Derek von
Sturmer, who is currently living in Mexico City, was
rushed to hospital last Saturday after what seemed to be
the “normal” flu left him gasping for air, bedridden and
with a scorching temperature of 104F.  “It just felt like I
was on fire,” he said.  “It was incredible - I couldn’t even
see because of the heat.  I was in complete agony.”

The 26-year-old, from Wellington, has been coaching
for a rugby club in the city for the past nine months.
After a routine training session on Thursday afternoon;
he said he went home to lie down, complaining of a
headache and feeling tired.  “I started to feel a little bit
crook - I was just so tired.  That was in the afternoon. By
nine o’clock I had a temperature of 100 degrees and a ter-
rible headache.  The next morning I found it really hard
to breathe - there was just so much phlegm, it was really
hard to cough it up.

"I called the doctor and he had to come to my house -
I couldn’t get up.  “Mr. von Sturmer’s girlfriend, Norma
Rojas, was on hand with wet flannels she had put in the
freezer to help cool her partner. Nothing helped, Mr. von
Sturmer said.  “Norma was basically running from me to
the freezer, swapping the flannels.  She would take the
flannel from the freezer and put it on my face and in a
matter of seconds it was hot,” he said.  “I was so thirsty -
I’d drink five glasses of water in a row and I would still be
thirsty.  The heat - it’s just incredible.”

After painkillers failed to relieve Mr. von Sturmer’s
headache and with his temperature now at 104F on
Saturday Ms Rojas rushed him to hospital where on
arrival he immediately passed out because of the pain.  He
was then given two injections - one for the pain and the
other for the flu - and was put on oxygen.  Mr. von
Sturmer said it was not until this week - when he watched
the news and saw the number people who had died from
the flu - that he realized how close to death he had come.
“I was thinking, what if I hadn’t gone to the hospital?

The Immunizations Clinic is open Monday, Tuesday,
Wednesday and Friday 7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.; and
Thursday 7:30 a.m. to Noon with limited services until
4:30 p.m.  Please contact the Public Health office at 434-
2143 for any questions regarding the vaccine.  For reliable
information on seasonal flu and H1N1, please visit the
CDC website at:  http://www.cdc.gov/flu/.

The Weekly Flu Post
Goal Setting 

March 25, 1-2 p.m., Expect Success
Month MFLC.

Work Place Presentation
March 29, 1-2 p.m., Job Interview

and dressing Techniques.

Newcomers Orientation 
March 30, 8 a.m.-4 p.m., for newly

arrived AD and civilian personnel.
Spouses are encouraged to attend.
Held at the AFRC.

Starting your own Business 
March 31, 9-11 a.m., Information

on starting Your Own Business, taught
by MUW.

Pre-Separation Counseling
(DD Form-2648)

Mandatory briefing for personnel
separating or retiring. Briefing should
be completed at least 90 days prior to
separation and may completed up to
12 months prior to separation or
retirement. Counseling held daily at
8:30 a.m. and takes approximately 30
minutes. 

Pre and Post Deployment
Tour Brief

Mandatory briefings for active duty
personnel who are deploying or return-
ing from deployment or a remote tour.
Briefings are held daily at the AFRC;
Pre-deployment at 9:30 a.m. and post-
deployment at 1:30 p.m., 434-2790.

Airman and Family Readiness Center
(Editor’s note: All activities are offered at the Airman & Family Readiness Center unless

otherwise specified. For more information about any of the activities listed, call 434-2790 or
email afrc@columbus.af.mil.)

Pioneer Club
The CAFB Chapel has begun registra-

tion for the children’s program Pioneer
Club.  The program will be held each
Wednesday evening 6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.
This program is open to children ages three
years thru seventh grade.  This is an ecu-
menical religious program geared to teach
children about Christ in every aspect of
life.  A pot luck dinner will be served each
week at 5 p.m. parents must join their chil-
dren at dinner.

Wednesday Evening
Adult Bible Study

The CAFB Chapel will be holding a
variety of Adult Bible Studies from 6 p.m.
to 7:30 p.m.  A Pot Luck dinner will be
served at 5 p.m., please bring a side dish or
dessert to share if you are able.  Please call
the Chapel at 434-2500 for a list of studies.

RefresHer
Please join us at the Base Chapel for

RefresHer at 6 p.m.:
March 25 – Movie Night

Casablanca/Bring a side dish or dessert to
share 

April 29 – TBA

Protestant
Sunday: 9 a.m. — Adult Sunday

School
10:45 a.m. — Traditional
Worship Service (Children’s

Church)
All are invited to a fellowship luncheon fol-

lowing the 10:45 a.m. service the fourth
Sunday of each month

Catholic
Thursday:

5 p.m. — Choir Practice
Sunday:

3:45 p.m. — Choir Practice
4:30 p.m. — Confession
5:00 p.m. — Mass 
6:00 p.m. — RCIA

Chapel Schedule

Last week’s answer
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       Hundreds of Smith & Wessons on SALE!!

GARY’S PAWN & GUN
GARY’S SUPPORTS THE NATIONS FINEST!

COLUMBUS                                                                                                                 WEST POINT

Sale prices good March 26 - April 3
 Over 500 guns in stock - All Smith & Wessons on SALE!

Prices have NEVER been this low!

642
.38 special, 5 shot,
stainless, hammerless
$369.99 #163810

442
.38 special, 5 shot,
blue, hammerless
$369.99 #162810

637
.38 special, 5 shot,
stainless, w/ext. hammer
$369.99 #163050

SALE!

M&P 9mm, Full size, 3 hi cap mags - $379.99 #309201

M&P .40, Full size, 3 hi cap mags - $379.99 #309200

M&P .45, Full size, 2 mags - $399.99 #109306

M&P 15OR, .223, 30 rd. mag - $599.99 #311003

M&P 15, .223, 30 rd. mag - $749.99 #311000

M&P 15X, .223, 30 rd. mag - $799.99 #311008

M&P 15T, .223, 30 rd. mag - $1059.99 #311001

M&P 1522, .22 lr, 25 rd. mag - $359.99 #811003

Lots of 
ammo on sale!

.223 20 rd. - $7.99
.9mm 50 rd. - $9.99

.40 S&W 50 rd. - $13.99
.45 acp 50 rd. - $14.99

Handgun lasers
$24.99

FREE 
shooters package

first 100 customers to purchase
a S&W each day will get:

- hearing protection
- gun oil
- holster

2221 Hwy. 45 N.
(Across from K-Mart)
662-323-4279

1030 Hwy. 45 Alt. S.
(Across from Mossy Oak)

662-494-4279
WE SUPPORT

OUR MILITARY!

~CAFB 14th Flying Training Wing~

$50 Down on 90 Day Layaway - Rainchecks Honored - 12 Months SAC on $600 minimum purchase

SIGMA
9mm or .40,
2 hi cap mags
$249.99

*Some sale prices include mail in rebate.

Major Leo Lawson
Commander, 14th Communications Squadron

Imagine being informed that you are going to deploy for six
months. Are you prepared to live in austere conditions and
defend your base? We are an expeditionary Air Force now, and
all Airmen must be prepared to deploy. Now more than ever,
the Air Force is sending more Airmen to supplement the
Army. These Airmen must complete a 30 day Army Combat
Skills Training that gives them the skills to Shoot, Move and
Communicate with the Army prior to deploying. The BLAZE
team recently deployed 14th Communications Squadron
members SMSgt Joel Obman, SrA Mathew Marentette and
Senior Airman Steve Sherrill to Afghanistan to support the
Army forces in-garrison. 

The mission of these deployed Columbus BLAZE Airmen is
to provide secure communication to coalition forces in remote
combat outposts in Afghanistan. Because the system they are
operating has such a small footprint, it enables more soldiers to
operate at more locations all over Afghanistan to allow a suc-
cessful Counter Insurgency Operation Campaign. SrA
Marentette and SrA Sherrill are the only Air Force personnel
at their Forward Operating Base. They are at the tip of the
spear in the Overseas Contingency Operation Enduring
Freedom. These Airmen take small arms fire and indirect fire
on a daily basis. The site SrA Marentette is located at doesn’t
even have running water or plumbing!  These Airmen are giv-

ing up more than just a few comforts of home. SMSgt Obman
overseas the movement of these Columbus Airmen plus anoth-
er 80 Airmen from other Air Force bases that are located at
similar FOB’s throughout Afghanistan.

This deployment is not a typical Air Force tasking but you
all need to be aware of the importance of taking your deploy-
ment training serious because it can save you life when it comes
time for you to deploy! 

14th CS Airmen downrange

U.S. Air Force Photo
14th Communications Squadron members Senior Airmen
Steve Sherrill and Mathew Marentette pause during a C-
17 Globemaster III flight to their deployed location. 

U.S. Air Force Photo
Above from left right are Senior Airman Matthew
Marentette, Senior Master Sergeant Joel Obman and
Senior Airman Steve Sherrill from Columbus AFB at
Bagram Airfield. Marentette and Sherrill are departing to
their Forward Operating Bases.

Due to a required water outage, the 14th Medical Group along with  the
Air Force Family Readiness Center will be closed from 12 noon on Thursday,
25 March through Sunday, 28 March 2010.  During this time, all areas of the
main clinic, Bldg 1100, will be closed to include the Pharmacy, Laboratory,
Radiology and Physical Therapy.  If you have an emergency, you are asked to
call 911 or go to the nearest emergency room.

If you have an acute/urgent need, please call 434-CARE (2273).  Our nurs-
ing staff and on-call providers will assist you with referrals or medical advice
as needed.  The clinic is scheduled to reopen at 7:00 a.m. on Monday, March
29, 2010.

Med Group/AFRC Closure
Sonic Johnson

14th Flying Training Wing 
Chief of Public Affairs

Mississippi Highway 786, also known as the
Main Gate Road, will be boasting a new name
next week. Mississippi Department of
Transportation, family members and base officials
will be on hand to rename the road George
“Happy” Irby Memorial Parkway. Retired Brigadier
General  James Creedon, 14th Flying Training
Commander from July 1973 to March 1976 will
also speak.

Columbus Air Force Base officials in coordina-
tion with the Lowndes County Board of
Supervisors and the Mississippi Legislature will
officially dedicate the state road Friday, March 26
at 10:30 a.m.  The ceremony will be conducted
roadside near the intersection of the Main Gate
road and U.S. Hwy 45 near the T-37 display. Those
desiring to attend the ceremony are asked to RSVP
to 434-7395.

A 50 year employee of Columbus AFB, George
“Happy” Irby, Sr., passed away March 27 last year,
on his 94th birthday.  The street naming date was

set to continue to commemorate his birthday.
With March 27 falling on a Saturday this year,
Friday, March 26 was selected for the dedication. 

“The Irby family is appreciative for the effort it
took to make this memorial a reality,” remarked
George Irby, Happy Irby’s eldest son. “I hope this
keeps the giving memory of my dad and all the
things he stood for alive.”

Following the mid-morning dedication, the
Annual Happy Irby Golf tournament will be host-
ed at Whispering Pines Golf Course.  Proceeds
from the tournament go to the Happy Irby
Christmas Fund. Interested personnel can sign up
by calling Fred Rye at Whispering Pines golf course
434-7932.

The Happy Irby Christmas Fund is a thriving
private organization that has benefited thousands
of adults and children alike.  Last year, the fund
was able to provide clothing and supplies to over
400 children in the local schools and community.
In addition, the Happy Fund has delivered over
150 fruit baskets to shut-ins and elderly who would
otherwise be alone.  In 1996, the Happy Fund
became part of the Combined Federal Campaign
with 100% of donations used to provide gifts.

Irby street dedication slated for Friday

14th Flying Training
Wing deployed

As of press time, 73 BLAZE
TEAM members are de-ployed
worldwide. Remember to support
the Airmen and their families while
they are away.

       



SILVER WINGS 

How to reach us
14th Flying Training Wing Public Affairs

555 Seventh St. Suite 203
Columbus AFB, MS 39710

Commercial: (662) 434-7068
DSN: 742-7068

Fax: (662) 434-7009
E-mail: silverwings@columbus.af.mil

Editorial Staff
Col. Roger Watkins

14th Flying Training Wing
Wing Commander

Mr. Rick Johnson
Public Affairs Chief

Senior Airman Jacob Corbin
Editor

Mr. Matt Garner
Layout Designer

Submission Deadline
The deadline for submitting copy for next
week’s SILVER WINGS is noon Monday.
Articles may be dropped off at the public

affairs office or e-mailed. 

Published by the Commercial Dispatch Publishing Company,
Inc., a private firm in no way connected with the U.S. Air Force,
under exclusive written contract with the 14th Flying Training
Wing. 

This commercial enterprise Air Force newspaper is an author-
ized publication for members of the U.S. military services. 

Contents of the  SILVER WINGS are not necessarily the offi-
cial views of, or endorsed by, the U.S. government, the
Department of Defense or the Department of the Air Force.

The appearance of advertising in this publication does not con-
stitute endorsement by the DOD, the Department of the Air
Force or Service Publications, Inc., of the products or services
advertised. 

Everything advertised in this publication shall be made available
for purchase, use or patronage without regard to race, color, reli-
gion, sex, national origin, age, marital status, physical handicap,
political affiliation or any other non-merit factor of the purchaser,
user or patron.

Editorial content is edited, prepared and provided by the 14th
Flying Training Wing Public Affairs Office of Columbus AFB,
Miss. 

The  SILVER WINGS staff reserves the right to edit or rewrite
all copy submitted when necessary. All photos are U.S. Air Force
photos unless otherwise stated.

Submit all advertising to the Columbus, Miss., Commercial
Dispatch advertising department one week prior to desired publi-
cation date. The advertising department can be reached at (662)
328-2427.

NEWS22 SILVER WINGS
March 19, 2010

you’re going to be expected to lead Airmen that are out there
right now.” He urged “To get the knowledge to lead these Airmen,
go find a young Lieutenant that’s leading Airmen right now. Get
them to introduce you to their Senior Non Commissioned
Officer. They are the resource you will need to get caught up”

Gen. Field finished his speech by saying “Congratulations all.
Thank you for joining the Air Force, thank you for being pilots in
this critical time. We are going to call you to do things you don’t
want to do and make your family sacrifice where they don’t want
to sacrifice. You all are the next generation of the Air Force”

In a interview after his T-1 flight with the 48th Flying Training
Squadron, Gen. Field sat down with Silverwings and openly dis-
cussed several topics. In response to enlisted members role in
shaping young pilots, he advised “The higher and higher an offi-
cer gets in rank the more people they will have to lead and serve.
Non Commissioned Officers and Senior Non Commissioned
Officers have a great understanding into what’s going on in the
enlisted core and in their jobs. Without that understanding, it is
hard to lead.”

When asked about the challenges facing deployed Airmen
today he said “the little things.” Gen. Field referred to the hoops
Airmen have to jump through to deploy and some of the hoops
they jump through when you get back. “It gives Airmen the sense

that at times we, the Air Force, have never deployed Airmen
before, never received an Airman out of country or re-deployed
an Airman. That is something the Air Force, as a corporation,
needs to work on the most and Airmen need to have the most
understanding of.”Gen. Field also voiced concern about the
effects deployments have on an Airman’s family and stated that
he wasn’t sure if the Air Force fully understood those effects yet,
but is paying attention to this [deploying]. “The family makes a
great sacrifice for the Air Force and the Nation.” The Air Force is
working the problem through family programs that have been
developed to help with deploying and coming home to your fam-
ily. “The Airmen just need to use them.”

Gen. Field is a command pilot with more than 3,400 flying
hours in the F-16 and the F-22A. So when asked how it was to fly
the F-16 compared to the F-22 he relied “I started flying the F-16
in 1980 and is my first love and plane of choice. But no plane can
compare to the F-22. The F-22 does exactly what you want it to
do when you want it to do it.”

Gen. Field finished his interview by saying that he was very
impressed with Columbus AFB “I think that the Airmen do a fan-
tastic job at their primary mission of putting out world class offi-
cers, leaders and aviators. It is obvious that the folks that support
the mission are also doing a great job, whether you’re looking at
the base or talking to the people that work here. It is very impres-
sive and I enjoy every time I visit Columbus and I want to thank
everybody for their hospitality, it couldn’t have been better.”

SPEAKER
(Continued from Page 1)
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COLUMBUS 2219 Highway 45 N
662-329-2023

TUPELO 3936 N Gloster
662-842-2226
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excludes tax

$10 OFFSERVICES
OVER $100

$20 OFFSERVICES
OVER $200

$30 OFFSERVICES
OVER $300

INCLUDES TIRE ROTATION!INCLUDES TIRE ROTATION! RENT-A-SPACERENT-A-SPACE
406 Wilkins-Wise Road406 Wilkins-Wise Road

 NORTH COLUMBUS
406 Wilkins-Wise Road

662-327-5656

EAST COLUMBUS
1530 Gardner Blvd.

662-328-5666

NEW HOPE
2193 Lake Lowndes

662-327-0659

Modern Climate Controlled Units
Conventional Units

Website: www.columbusrentaspace.com
Email: info@ columbusrentaspace.com

3 Locations:

1913 Hwy. 45 N. Columbus, MS

Military Discount

20% Off
with photo ID

Offer may not be combined with any other offer or discount.

www.columbusfamilyhousing.com

662.434.8213

�e Landings at Columbus
We have short-term lease available

Our community is now open to National Guard, Reserve,
Unaccompanied Service Members, Retired Military, Civil 
Service & Retired Civil Service, Permanent Employees of 

DoD contractors (limited to US Citizens)
• 3, 4 & 5 Bedroom Homes
• Walk to Work
• Close to the BX
• No Security Deposit 
• No Pet Deposit 
• No Application Fee
• No Utility Bills 
• Free Lawn Care 
• Free Trash Pickup

Call 
for

Specials!

PRE-IFS Flight 
Training!

Gain an advantage with 
specialized introductory 

fl ights. Fly with former IFS 
instructors!

Call
(662) 574-9157

Scuba Class
at MUW Campus 

Recreation Center
Class begins March 23

For More Information 
Call Kip Brewer at 494-7210

or e-mail: kipbrewer@rocketmail.com ©
 Th
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Courtesy photo by Lynn Robinson
Senior Airmen Derrek Ramsey, 14th Civil Engineer Squadron, trims the shrubs in front of Columbus Air Force Base sign
off of Highway 45 on Saturday March 13. Airmen’s Activity Council members SrA Ramsey, Senior Airmen Alyssa Smith,
14th Operations Support Squadron and Airmen First Class Willie Lopez, 14th Communications Squadron joined five
members of the Military Affairs Committee volunteering their time to help wash and maintain the T-37 static display
along with some minor ground maintenance around the CAFB sign. The T-37 static display, on loan to Lowndes
County from the Air Force Museum, is cleaned annually and is part of the maintenance and care that BLAZE mem-
bers help provide each year.

Highway 45 Clean up
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FASHION APPAREL
1540 Gardner Blvd. • Columbus • 327-3146

Open Friday • Saturday • Sunday
10am-6pm 10am-3pm 1pm-5pm

We Accept Visa, 
MasterCard & Discover

NEW 
Name 
Brand 

Clothing 
at 

Discount 
Prices!80%

OFF
Retail

70%
OFF
Retail

Children’s
 Spring & Summer 
Clothing & Shoes

Ladies 
Clothing & Shoes

© The Dispatch

Restocking Daily!

GREAT
SELECTION

FCC
© Commercial Dispatch

First Christian Church - Columbus
“Dynamic preaching, worship in music, fellowship”

Come join us to worship our Lord

811 North McCrary Road
Columbus, MS 39702-4304

(662) 328-2657

Sunday School - Sunday 9:30am
Morning Worship - Sunday 10:30am
Evening Worship - Sunday 6:00pm
Bible Study - Wednesday 6:00pm

www.fcchurchcolumbus.com

St. David’s at Mayhew
Anglican Catholic Church

The Rt. Rev. D. Presley Hutchens, Bishop Ordinary
Sunday Service • 10:00 a.m. • 549 Mayhew Rd., Mayhew, MS

For information call 662-386-8481 or 662-324-0717
The Rev. Mr. Rick Jones, Deacon • Muse Davis Sr., Warden

Following the faith of the undivided Church in orthodox Anglican Form - 1928 BCP

Lemon Grass Oriental FoodsLemon Grass Oriental Foods
153 Priscella Circle (off Mike Parra Road)

Columbus, MS 39705 • Phone 434-9324 or 253-5125

Open Monday-Saturday 9:30am-6pm

Here to Serve You • Come See Us FirstHere to Serve You •  Come See Us First

There for
those who
need us
most.
1.800.899.0089  VolunteersofAmerica.org

a CFC participant    Provided as a public service.

Caledonia United
Pentecostal Church

5850 Cal-Kolola Rd.
Caledonia • 662-356-0202

A Place Where 
Good Things Happen!
Sunday Worship: 10am & 6pm
Wednesday Bible Study: 7pm

Rev. Grant Mitchell, Pastor

Col. Diane Fletcher
14th Medical Group Commander

“Never believe that a few caring people can’t change the
world.  For indeed, that’s all who ever have”, Margaret Mead

So often, we determine what is right and wrong by looking
around us.  If everyone is doing it, it must be right.  We want
to fit in - be part of the group.  Life will be wonderful as long
as we go with the flow and take the path of least resistance.
What is right is anything and everything that is in my best
interest.  When you think and behave in that way, you ignore
the thoughts, ideas and concerns of the mission and the peo-
ple around you.  You might believe that winning is everything
or the only thing.  What happens if everyone around you is

telling you to do something that you know in your heart is
wrong.  What do you do?  Are you equipped with moral
courage?  Do you have what it takes to look yourself in the
mirror and be proud of the reflection you see?

Shortly after arriving in Columbus, I learned about a place
called the Friendship Cemetery.  My daughter and I actually
visited the cemetery for hours.  What a beautiful act of moral
courage a small group of women from Mississippi displayed.  I
have searched for additional information and have been
unable to find the actual names of these women.  What I do
know is that on April 25, 1866, a handful of women from
Columbus, Mississippi decorated 2,248 graves of soldiers
buried in the Friendship Cemetery.  They placed flowers on

the graves of Confederate and Union soldiers.  I’m sure these
women lost husbands, fathers, brothers, or uncles during our
civil war.  Their actions made a difference for an entire nation.
This act of kindness has been referred to as “when flowers
healed a nation”.   This began a tradition that continues to
this day all across American called Memorial Day. Concepts
like compassion, forgiveness, courage, service and respect for
others guided their actions.  What an awesome example of
moral courage.  They did the right thing, for the right reason.
Each and every one of you has the opportunity to make a pos-
itive difference for our nation’s mission.  Be proud of the con-
tribution you are here to make at Columbus.  Take advantage
of all the challenges and opportunities that come your way.

CARING FOR OUR NATION’S HEROES

Staff Sgt. James M. Hodgman
55th Wing Public Affairs

OFFUTT AIR FORCE BASE, Neb. —
They are our mothers and daughters. In
many cases, they are also the ones who hold
families together. They are the women of
our lives and have accomplished much
throughout history in addition to caring for
loved ones.

President Barack Obama recently issued
a proclamation declaring March as
National Women’s History Month, an
observance that offers all Americans an
opportunity to honor the accomplishments
of women.

The theme for the 2010 observance is,
“Writing Women Back Into History.”
According to the National Women’s
History Project Web site, the history of
women is often written with invisible ink.
Even when recognized in their own times,
women are frequently left out of the history
books.

According to the proclamation for the
month, countless women have steered the
course of America’s history, and their stories
are ones of steadfast determination. From
reaching for the ballot box to breaking bar-
riers on athletic fields and battlefields,
American women have stood resolute in
the face of adversity and overcome obsta-
cles to realize their full measure of success. 

The proclamation also states, “Women’s
History Month is an opportunity for us to
recognize the contributions women have

made to our nation, and to honor those
who blazed trails for women’s empower-
ment and equality.”

Examples of these accomplishments
abound throughout history.

Elizabeth Cady Stanton championed
women’s rights, Maj. Nicole Malachowski
was the first female pilot to fly with the Air
Force Thunderbirds, and Dr. Mary E.
Walker, a contract surgeon during the Civil
War, earned the Medal of Honor. 

All of these women represent a proud
heritage for women in almost every corner
of the nation. They represent that women,
have and continue to make significant con-
tributions to society.

By looking at what women, such as Dr.
Mae Jemison, the first female black astro-
naut and Sandra Day O’Connor, the first
female Supreme Court Justice have
achieved, the women and girls of today
know they too can achieve greatness, said
Capt. Toni Carter, the deputy chief of stan-
dards and evaluation for the Air Force
Weather Agency here.

Another important element of
Women’s History Month, is recognizing the
accomplishments and sacrifices of women
who have influenced people throughout
their lives, said Senior Airman Sonata
Kristina M. Corpuz, a target analyst with
the 20th Intelligence Squadron. 

For more information about Women’s
History Month, visit the National Women’s
History Project Web site at
http://www.nwhp.org/.

Airmen celebrate National
Women’s History Month

Sonic Johnson
14th Flying Training Wing 

Chief of Public Affairs

The Wings over Columbus 2010 Air Show
and Open House, featuring multiple aerial
demonstrations, static aircraft displays from
both past and present, and many ground
exhibits will be May 15 and 16 at Columbus
Air Force Base, Miss.

The world famous United States Air Force
Demonstration Team, the Thunderbirds, will
highlight the event which opens at 10 a.m.
each day and is free to the public.

“This will be a world-class family event,”
said Lt. Col. Rob Skelton, Wings over
Columbus 2010 Air Show Director. “This
years’ theme, Aviation Excellence meets
Southern Hospitality will have no better
venue than Columbus, Miss.!”

In addition to the Thunderbirds, the
United States Army Golden Knights
Parachute Demonstration Team will also be
performing.    As the Official Ambassadors of
the Army, the Team annually reaches a third
of our nation by performing spectacular live
parachute demonstrations for the American
public, manifesting the “Band of Excellence”
as displayed by all U.S. Army Soldiers around
the world.        

Also scheduled to perform is C-17
Globemaster III airlifter demonstration and
Tora, Tora, Tora, a World War II Pacific
Heritage reenactment with supporting
pyrotechnics.  In addition, several other civil
and vintage warbird aviation acts are being
negotiated to appear.        

A multitude of ground exhibits will keep
open house visitors busy all day including the
USAF Stealth tour and the USA Virtual
Army experience.

The Stealth Tour was created to change the
perception that the Air Force is only for pilots.
With the Stealth trailer as its centerpiece, the
experiential tour promotes a range of high-
tech and special ops careers. The Supercar
Tours promote technical and mechanical
career opportunities and include interactive
features such as touch screens and display cases
with parts used on a flight line. 

The Virtual Army Experience provides par-
ticipants with a virtual test drive of the United
States Army. The core of the 19,500-square-
foot event is the America’s Army computer
game, rendered with state-of-the-art Army
training simulation technology to create a life-
size, networked virtual world. The VAE high-
lights key Soldier occupations, Army tech-
nologies, operating environments and mis-
sions, within a fast-paced, action-packed,
information-rich experience that immerses
visitors in the world of Soldiering.  

A variety of children’s activities are also
planned with inflatable jumpers as the focal
point and concession stands will be selling all
varieties of food, drinks and souvenirs. 

“The Wings over Columbus 2010 Air Show
and Open House is shaping up to be truly a
memorable event,” adds Lt. Col Skelton.
“With two out of the three DoD demonstra-
tion teams, multiple heritage acts planned and
a plethora of ground exhibits, there will be
something for everyone at our event…and the
admission is free!” 

Wings over Columbus 2010:
Aviation Excellence meets Southern Hospitality

     


