TABLETALK
6.1.  Introduction.  In this chapter we explain the functions of TableTalk by creating a query, displaying the report and revising the query.  We will create and execute a simple query that produces a report reflecting all enlisted personnel whose date arrived station is on or after 1 Jun 94.  We will print SSAN, grade, office symbol and date arrived station, and sort the report by PAS code and name.  We will then give the report a title.

6.1.1.  To start, enter PC-III and select "FOCUS/Info Retrievals/Mngr Plus."  Press TRANSMIT.  From the next PC-III screen, select "FOCUS."  Press TRANSMIT.  After selecting "FOCUS" and pressing TRANSMIT, the following screen appears:
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6.1.2.  Select the desired action by positioning the cursor using the up or down arrow key or by typing the first letter of the FOCUS action (hot key).  To enter TableTalk, select TableTalk and  press TRANSMIT.  The following screen appears:
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6.1.3.  Selecting Modify allows you to modify a stored query.  Selecting Add allows you to create a new query.  Select Add, since we are creating a new query.  Press TRANSMIT.  At this point, you may receive a message stating that the user limitation of FOCUS has been met.  If this occurs, you cannot enter FOCUS.  A limitation of two users per endpoint was established to maintain system performance.  Because of this limitation, users are strongly discouraged from leaving a FOCUS session open when it is not in use.  Consideration for others is appreciated by all.

6.2.  Selecting a Database.  This is the next screen to appear.  It is the first screen in TableTalk.  You are now in FOCUS.  While in FOCUS, the <RETURN> key replaces the <TRANSMIT> key.  Function keys are identified in paragraph 6.3.1.
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6.2.1.  The first step in creating a query is to select a Master File Description (MFD) from which to report.  This screen lists MFDs that are currently available for reporting.  The following describes each MFD:



ACTAIR

Allows access to file segments that contain active 





duty enlisted personnel data.



ACTMIL

Allows access to file segments that contain active 





duty enlisted and officer personnel data.



ACTOFF

Allows access to file segments that contain active 





duty officer personnel data.



AUTH


Military authorization file taken from the manning 





control table on the Base Level System.



CIVCOM

Allows access to file segments that contain US and 





Local National civilian personnel data.



CIVLN

Allows access to file segments that contain 








Local National command civilian personnel data.



CIVPOS

Allows access to civilian position data.



CIVUS

Allows access to file segments that contain US 







civilian personnel data.



COMALL

Allows access to file segments that contain only 






data common to active duty, civilian, ANG and 







USAFR.



GRSAIR

Allows access to file segments that contain ANG 






and USAFR enlisted personnel data.



GRSMIL

Allows access to file segments that contain ANG 






and USAFR enlisted and officer personnel data.



GRSOFF

Allows access to file segments that contain ANG 






and USAFR officer personnel data.



IMAAIR

Allows access to file segments that contain IMA 






enlisted personnel data.



IMAMIL

Allows access to file segments that contain IMA 






enlisted and officer personnel data.



IMAOFF

Allows access to file segments that contain IMA 






officer personnel data.



EDUC


Allows access to file segments that contain 








education records data.



EDSUM

Allows access to file segments that contain 








education participation data (used for educational 





reports preparation).

NOTE:  There will be future changes to the MFD names and their contents.  Education MFDs are not available to all.
6.2.2.  For our query, select ACTAIR and press RETURN.

6.3.  Selecting Report Options.  After a database has been selected, the following four windows appear on the screen:
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6.3.1.  The top window displays the function keys.  Functions are as follows:

F1 - Currently performs no function. 

F2 - Displays the Revise Mode screen.

F3 - Erases last selection and returns to previous screen.

F4 - Allows selection of multiple data fields without returning to the left side of the screen.

F6 - Displays complete field names and truncated field names.

F10 - Search for a field name or part of a field name.

F11 - Repeats the original F10 search command.

6.3.2.  The left window displays a menu of actions you can request for the first column of a report.

6.3.3.  The right window displays all of the data fields in the database.

6.3.4.  The bottom window displays the query as it is being built.  Notice that it already contains TABLE FILE ACTAIR, the MFD previously chosen.  As the query is being built, this window fills and may exceed its limit of five lines.  If this occurs, you can view the complete query by pressing the F2 key.  To return to the previous screen, press the F2 key again.

6.3.5.  To change a selection at any time during a TableTalk session, press the F3 key; this removes the most recent selection.  The last item in the bottom window is erased, and the cursor moves to the previous window so you can enter the correct selection.  The F3 key can be used repeatedly to correct errors made earlier in the session.  Often a single window contains more options than displayed.  When this occurs, a V symbol is displayed in the upper right corner of the window.  For example, the left window on this screen contains more options.  To scroll through the options, use the arrow keys or hot key.  For our query, select "PRINT the individual values of" from the left window and press RETURN.

6.4.  Selecting Columns.  Notice that the same four windows remain on the screen, and that the cursor has moved to the "Select a data field" window.  All the data fields in the database appear in this window.  As with previous screens, position the cursor on the data field to be selected and press RETURN.  Due to the large number of data fields, there is a Search function.  To search for a data field, press F10 and the following window appears:
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6.4.1.  This window prompts you for a character string to be located.  Since we want to print SSAN (DIN bacx), type either bacx or SSAN and press RETURN.  The data field we are looking for is BACX____SSAN.  If it does not appear highlighted after the first search, press F11 to repeat the search.  When BACX____SSAN appears highlighted in the window, press RETURN.  Instead of pressing RETURN, you could press F4 (Multi Select) since you are going to select more than one data field.  F4 would allow the cursor to stay in the right window and allows you to select numerous data fields.  After all data fields have been selected, press RETURN to return the cursor to the left window.

6.4.2.  The following screen appears:  Notice that the actions in the left window have changed and the cursor is back in that window.
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6.4.3.  The reason we used RETURN is because we wanted the cursor to return to the left window so we can complete another action.  We want to change the column title that appears on the report.  FOCUS uses the field name as the default column title which in this case is BACX____SSAN.  We want only SSAN as our column title.  Select "But first title the last column AS" from the left window and press RETURN.  Use the arrow keys or hot key to scroll through the options in the left window.  The following window appears:
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6.4.4.  Type SSAN as the new column title and press RETURN.  The following window appears:
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6.4.5.  We still need to print grade (DIN gas), office symbol (DIN bchx) and date arrived station (DIN aabx).  So choose "and PRINT the individual values of" and follow the process we used for the SSAN column to create the next three columns.  Re-title the columns as follows:




gas as GRADE




bchx as OFF/SYM




aabx as DAS

6.4.6.  After completing the above actions, the following screen appears with the cursor in the left window:
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6.4.7.  Since we don't want to print anymore data fields, select "No more" and press RETURN.

6.5.  Selecting Sort Options.  The following screen appears:
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6.5.1.  This screen allows you to select a sort order for the query.  FOCUS creates a column for all selected sort fields, unless the NOPRINT option is used, and by default, organizes the information in ascending order (low to high).  This means that since we are going to sort by PAS code (DIN bca) and name (DIN bba), FOCUS creates a column for each in the order in which we select them in the query.  Select "Sort the rows ALPHABETICALLY BY field" and press RETURN.  The following screen appears with the cursor in the right window:
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6.5.2.  Select DIN bca (PAS code) and press RETURN.  (Remember the F10 search function and the F11 repeat search function.)  The following window appears:
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6.5.3.  The option "Change the title of the sort field" allows you to change the column title for the sort field.  Select that option and press return.  The following window appears:
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6.5.4.  Type PAS CODE as the column title for PAS_____PAS_PERSONNEL_ACCOUNTING_SYMBOL and press RETURN.  The following window appears again:
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6.5.5.  Since we don't want any other actions from this window, select "None or no more" and press RETURN.  The following screen appears:
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6.5.6.  We also want to sort by name (DIN bba).  Select "Sort the rows ALPHABETICALLY BY field" and press RETURN.  Now select bba from the "Select a data field" window and change the column title to NAME.  After completing these actions, the following window appears:
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6.5.7.  We have no more actions to complete from this window.  Select "None or no more" and press RETURN.  The following screen appears:
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6.5.8.  We have now completed all of our sort actions.  Select "None or no more" and press RETURN.  The following screen appears:
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6.5.9.  Since we want records for all personnel that arrived on station on or after 1 Jun 94, we must perform a WHERE test.  Select "Yes - WHERE test" and press RETURN.  The following screen appears:
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6.5.10.  We want to select DIN aabx (Date Arrived Station) and press RETURN.  The following window appears:
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6.5.11.  We want only records where date arrived station is greater than or equal to 1 Jun 94.  Select "Is GREATER THAN or EQUAL to" and press RETURN.  The following window appears:

[image: image21.wmf]What do you want to compare the field with?

A specific value

Another field


6.5.12.  Since we want to test for a specific value (940601), select "A specific value" and press RETURN.  The following window appears:
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6.5.13.  Type 940601 and press RETURN.  The following window appears:



6.5.14.  We require no additional record selection tests.  Select "No" and press RETURN.  The following window appears:



6.5.15.  We were required to use only one WHERE test in this query.  Select "No" and press RETURN.  The following screen appears:
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‘DAS’

BY BCA___PAS_PERSONNEL_ACCOUNTING_SYMBOL  AS  ‘PAS CODE’

BY  BBA___NAME  AS  ‘NAME’

WHERE (AABX___DATE_ARRIVED_STATION   GE  ‘940601’  );


6.5.16.  This screen allows you to add headings and/or footings to reports.  Headings are displayed on the top of each page of the report.  Footings are displayed following the data on each page of the report.  To make our report more appealing, we will add a heading.  Select "Yes, and CENTER the HEADING" and press RETURN.  The following window appears which allows you to add a heading (title) to the report:
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6.5.17.  Type NEW ARRIVAL ROSTER and press RETURN.  The following window appears:
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6.5.18.  FOCUS allows up to 57 lines of heading and footing information and continues prompting until you select "No" more text lines.  Headings and footings may be in upper and lower case.  To create blank lines between the heading and the body of the report at the "Enter your text" prompt, press RETURN without adding text.  This leaves a blank line.  Repeat this procedure for as many blank lines as required.  This procedure also works for adding blank lines to footings.

6.5.19.  For the report we are creating, add one blank line.  Then select "No" and press RETURN.  The following window appears:
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6.5.20.  Since we don't want a footing in our report or any more heading lines, select "No...OR NO MORE" and press RETURN.  The following window appears:
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6.5.21.  At this point, the query is complete.  This window gives you the options as defined below.

6.5.21.1.  Execute this request - retrieves the requested data from the database and display the report on the screen.

6.5.21.2.  Execute this request on a REMOTE HOST - not currently available for PC-III.

6.5.21.3.  Test with limited records - allows you to execute a query with limited records in order to check formatting, headings, etc.  This allows you to verify that the report is displayed correctly prior to processing all records in the file.

6.5.21.4.  Execute, send report to a printer - retrieves the data and sends the report to Office Automation/Production and Products.

6.5.21.5.  Retrieve the data and send back to CLIENT - not currently available for PC-III.

6.5.21.6.  Retrieve the data but HOLD it in a file - data are selected for the report, but are not displayed in report format.  FOCUS places the information in a file and creates a Master File Description to allow for additional reports to be created.

6.5.21.7.  Retrieve the data and SAVE it in a file - data are selected for the report, but are not displayed in report format.  FOCUS does not create a Master File Description, but places the data in a file in ASCII format.  This file can be sent to Office Automation/Production and Products for downloading to another database management program.

6.5.21.8.  Save this session for later revision - saves the query so that it may be executed later or modified using TableTalk or TED.  However, if a query is created in TableTalk and later modified using TED, you can longer use TableTalk to revise the query--must use TED.

6.5.21.9.  Save this request - saves the query so that it may be executed later or modified using TED.  Can’t modify the query in TableTalk.

6.5.21.10.  Clear this request - returns you to the database selection screen without saving the query.  Acts like a delete command.

6.5.21.11.  QUIT - ends FOCUS session without executing or saving the query.

6.5.22.  For our report, select "Execute this request" and press RETURN.  At this point, if an error was made when creating the query, FOCUS gives you an error message.  The message gives you a brief description of the error and the approximate line of the query where the error exists.  FOCUS allows you to make corrections to errors by pressing the F2 key (explained later in this text).

6.5.23.  If errors have not been made, the following screen appears:
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6.5.24.  Press RETURN to view the report.
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6.5.25.  Your report will, of course, contain different PAS codes, names, SSANs, etc., but will be in the same format.

6.6.  Revising the Query During the Current TableTalk Session.  After viewing the report, the F3 key takes the you to the execution window below:
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6.6.1.  At this point, if the query needs revision, press the F2 key.  After pressing the F2 key, the following screen appears:



6.6.2.  Revise Mode displays the query as it currently exists.  Press the TAB key or the left or right arrow key to move to the different elements in the query.  Notice the menu in the lower right corner of the screen.  This menu changes options depending on where the highlighted area is positioned in the query.  Menu options are selected with the up and down arrow keys.  After a selection is made, press RETURN to perform the selected action.  By highlighting the element to be revised, and then selecting an option from the menu window, FOCUS allows you to change information in the query much like we did when we originally created our query.  Selecting TableTalk returns you to the execution screen.  Select “Save this Session for Later Revision” because now we are going to revise a saved query.

6.7.  Revising a Saved TableTalk Query.  A saved query in TableTalk can be revised by using TED or TableTalk's Revise (Modify) Mode.  But, remember if a query is created in TableTalk and modified using TED, you can no longer use TableTalk to modify the query.  Since the Revise Mode limits the type of edits you can make, it should only be used for making simple changes to queries.  For extensive changes use TED to revise TableTalk queries.  Enter FOCUS just as before.  The following window appears:
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6.7.1.  Select TableTalk and press TRANSMIT.  The following window appears:
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6.7.2.  Select Modify and press TRANSMIT.  The following window appears with the names of all saved TableTalk queries:



6.7.3.  Select the query that needs revision and press TRANSMIT. Select the query you created earlier.  The selected query appears as follows:
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6.7.4.  Press the TAB key or the left and right arrow keys to move to the different elements in the query.  The menu in the lower right corner of the screen changes options depending on where the highlighted area is placed in the query.  Menu options are selected with the up and down arrow keys.  After a selection is made, press RETURN to perform the selected action.  Notice the bottom window labeled "Element heading" briefly describes the action you can perform depending on where the highlighted area is positioned in the query.  In our query, we will change the date arrived station date from 1 Jun 94 to 1 Jan 93.  With the TAB key or the left or right arrow key, highlight 940601.  Then select "Replace" from the menu window and press RETURN.  The following window appears:

[image: image34.wmf]Enter a value:


6.7.5.  This window prompts you to change the value.  Type 930101 and press RETURN.  The following screen appears:
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6.7.6.  FOCUS replaced the original date in the query with ‘930101’.  Highlight TableTalk in the lower right corner window and press RETURN.  This returns you to the execute window where you can make a selection.  Keep in mind that FOCUS does not save the new data (930101) unless a save option is selected.  If a save option is selected, FOCUS overwrites the old data (940601) with the new data (930101).  If a save option is not selected, FOCUS saves the original query with the date 940601.
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