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Weather

C o l u m b u s  A F B  T r a i n i n g  T i m e l i n e
Phase II

	 Senior	 Squadron
Squadron	 Class	 Overall	 Track Select
37th (16-09)	 1.69 days	 -0.05 days	 Oct. 22
41st (16-10)	 2.94 days	 0.75 days	  Nov. 17

Phase III
	 Senior	 Squadron
Squadron	 Class	 Overall	 Graduation
48th (16-01)	      1.06 days	  2.07 days	 Oct. 23
50th (16-01)	     -3.84 days	  0.84 days	 Oct. 23

IFF
	 Senior	 Squadron
Squadron	 Class	 Overall	 Graduation
49th (16-ABC)	    1.11 days	   4.72 days	 Oct. 20

Wing Sortie Board
Aircraft	 Required	 Flown	 Annual
T-6	 698	 668	 668
T-1	 240	 224	 224
T-38	 210	 242	 242
IFF	 100	 115	 115The graduation speaker is Col. Jerome Hayes, Individual Mobilization Augmentee to the Division Chief, Air Force Senate Liaison Office of the Secretary of the Air Force.

News Briefs

Columbus Day Holiday
Most base organizations are closed Oct. 12 

in observance of Columbus Day.

Wing Newcomers Orientation
A Wing Newcomers Orientation is sched-

uled for 8 a.m. - 1 p.m. Oct. 20 in the Kaye 
Auditorium for newly arrived active-duty and 
civilian personnel.

SUPT Class 16-01 Graduation  
Specialized Undergraduate Pilot Training 

Class 16-01 is graduating at 10 a.m. Oct. 23 in 
the Kaye Auditorium. 

Feature   8
Fire Prevention 

Week is highlight-
ed in this week’s 
feature.

U.S. Air Force Photo/Melissa Doublin
Col. Scott Yancy, Vice Commandant of Air Command and Staff College on Maxwell Air Force Base, Alabama, receives 
a shadowbox signed by the new pilots of Specialized Undergraduate Pilot Training Class 15-15 from Capt. Robert Sher-
lock, SUPT Class 15-15, during their graduation ceremony Oct. 2 in the Kaye Auditorium at Columbus AFB, Mississippi. 
Yancy told the class following graduation, the learning never stops, as they will be expected to become experts in how 
to employ their aircraft as a weapons system. 

Yancy tells graduates: learning never stops
Senior Airman Stephanie Englar

14th Flying Training Wing Public Affairs

The Vice Commander of Air Command and Staff College 
on Maxwell Air Force Base, Alabama, Col. Scott Yancy, spoke 
to Specialized Undergraduate Pilot Training Class 15-15 during 
their graduation ceremony on Oct. 2 here in the Kaye Audito-
rium.

“You guys have a lot to be proud of today,” Yancy said. “To-
day represents a milestone many of you have been marching 
toward for the better part of your lives. Whether that was crawl-
ing around in an airplane at an air show or looking up while 
you hear an airplane scream overhead and daring to dream big 
dreams that someday you too could do that.”

See Yancy, Page 2
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My mother died of  
colon cancer when  
she was only 56.

Terrence Howard, actor/musician

Colorectal cancer is the  
2nd leading cancer killer  

in the U.S., but it’s  
largely preventable.  
If you’re 50 or older,  
please get screened.

1-800-CDC-INFO (1-800-232-4636)  
www.cdc.gov/screenforlife

This is personal.
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Kendra Bell
Licensed Real Estate Agent
662-328-1150 (office)
662-386-9750 (cell)

4170 Hwy 45 N, Columbus, MS 39705

Featured Home

Great home in a fantastic north side location! 
Minutes from the hospital, shopping, and 
Columbus AFB. Exquisite in ground pool. This 
home has must see unique details including 
beautiful vaulted wood beam ceilings, massive 
fireplace, covered front porch, open floor plan 
from kitchen, dining, to living area. Outside deck 
great for entertaining. Wrought iron fence around 

pool and fenced in back yard.

2206 Bluecutt Road, Columbus
$148,400 

Kendra Bell
Licensed Real Estate Agent
662-328-1150 (office)
662-386-9750 (cell)

4170 Hwy 45 N, Columbus, MS 39705

Featured Home

Sip coffee in your favorite rocking chair on 
the beautiful front porch. Enjoy the large living 
room complete w/ gas fireplace. Modern,upscale 
kitchen with plenty of cabinet space, SS 
appliances, new paint, flooring, fixtures and an 
added kitchen island. Additional bonus room has 
endless options from functional office to extra 
bedroom. Caledonia schools and close to CAFB. 

Seller will lease $1800/mo

1505 Dale Road, Caledonia
$223,800 

Kendra Bell
Licensed Real Estate Agent
662-328-1150 (office)
662-386-9750 (cell)

4170 Hwy 45 N, Columbus, MS 39705

Featured Home

Move in ready home in Upper North Columbus. 
This gorgeous home has been completely 
remodeled. Everything in this home is new, from 
hardwood&tile floors, fixtures, granite counters, 
SS appliances, bathrooms, to the lovely neutral 
paint colors. Home features over 2600 sq feet of 
room with 4BR/2BA. Great open concept with lots 
of natural light. Master bed has a private entrance 

to the large backyard.

1097 Wolfe Road, Columbus
$169,900 

Kendra Bell
Licensed Real Estate Agent
662-328-1150 (office)
662-386-9750 (cell)

4170 Hwy 45 N, Columbus, MS 39705

Featured Home

This home has it all! Large lot in Caledonia 
school district, custom built home, open 
floor plan, enormous master suite, bonus 
room doubles as a 4th bedroom with 487 
sq ft, office space, formal dining, and living 
room, large mudroom. 28x32 shop which 

has living quarters upstairs.

76 Debbie Lane, Caledonia
$359,900 

Inside
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14th Flying 
Training

Wing 
deployed

As of press time, 40 TEAM 
BLAZE members are deployed 
worldwide. Remember to support the 
Airmen and their families while they 
are away.

Yancy told the newly graduated pilots 
they would get the chance to see how all 
the weapon systems fit together to produce 
air power and make the U.S. Air Force the 
most respected air force in the world.

“The memories from this year will pro-
pel you forward for the rest of your career, 
but be careful, the learning never stops,” 
Yancy said. “As you transition to your 
follow-on aircraft, you’ll become experts 
in not only how to fly the aircraft, but to 
employ it as a weapons system. That is 
what separates the Air Force and military 
aviation necessarily from any other type of 
flying.”

Yancy graduated from pilot training at 
Columbus Air Force Base in 1996. He said 
when he first came through the main gate 
21 years ago he was wide-eyed and scared 
to death. Following his graduation he went 
on to fly the F-15C at Mountain Home 
AFB, Idaho, and over the course of his ca-
reer, has lived at numerous bases stateside 
and overseas.

“It’s wonderful to visit Columbus after 
so many years,” Yancy said. “Seeing Class 
15-15 earn their wings is special – it melted 
the years away, as I remember fondly the 
day I earned my wings, and embarked on 

a rewarding career. I’m grateful for the op-
portunity to witness our newest graduates, 
and encourage them to keep charging as 
they move on to accomplish great things 
for our nation.”

Yancy
(Continued from page 1)
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Submission Deadline
The deadline for submitting copy for next    
week’s SILVER WINGS is noon Monday.   

Articles may be dropped off at the public affairs 
office or e-mailed. 

Published by the Commercial Dispatch Publishing 
Company, Inc., a or endorsed by, the U.S. government, the 
Department of Defense or the Department of the Air Force.

The appearance of advertising in this publication does not 
constitute endorsement by the DOD, the Department of the Air 
Force or Service Publications, Inc., of the products or services 
advertised. 

Everything advertised in this publication shall be made 
available for purchase, use or patronage without regard to race, 
color, religion, sex, national origin, age, marital status, physical 
handicap, political affiliation or any other non-merit factor of the 
purchaser, user or patron.

Editorial content is edited, prepared and provided by the 14th 
Flying Training Wing Public Affairs Office of Columbus AFB, 
Miss. 

The  SILVER WINGS staff reserves the right to edit or 
rewrite all copy submitted when necessary. All photos are U.S. 
Air Force photos unless otherwise stated.

Submit all advertising to the Columbus, Miss., Commercial 
Dispatch advertising department one week prior to desired 
publication date. The advertising department can be reached at 
(662) 328-2427.

Silver Wings

625 31st Ave. N.
Columbus, MS

(662) 329-2544
www.falconlairapts.com

Ask About Our
Move In Specials!

Military Discounts
Available

7086 Wolf Road
3 miles south of Caledonia, MS 

(662) 356-4940 
www.newsalembaptistcaledonia.com

Pastor: Bro. Mel Howton

SUNDAY
Worship Service - 8:17 & 10:30 am
Sunday School (all ages) - 9:30 am

SUNDAY EVENING
 Youth Drama & AWANA - 4pm

Discipleship Training - 5pm
Evening Worship - 6pm

WEDNESDAY
Kid’s Drama - 6 pm

Adult/Youth Bible Study, RAs, GAs 
& Mission Friends - 6:30 pm

Nursery available for all services.

New Salem
Baptist
Church

welcomes
you!

© The Dispatch

2221 Hwy. 45 North • Columbus 
Across from K-Mart

662-327-GARY
                           (4279)

1030 Hwy. 45 South • West Point
Across from Mossy Oak

662-494-GARY
                          (4279)

Gary’s Pawn & Gun
Family Owned & Operated for 37 Years

Tinks Deer Scents
ThermaCELL

Dental Care for infants, children 
& adolescents

300 HOSPITAL DRIVE • COLUMBUS, MS 
PediatricDentistry@drdkcurtis.com

www.DrDKCurtis.com

Call & schedule your appointments today! 662-327-0995
Awesome Experience Always Exceeds Expectations of Child and Parents

© The Dispatch

Dr. D.K. Curtis and former patient 
Terica Thomas with her son, 
Brayden Cattladge.Octob

er
Mon Tue Wed Thur Fri Sat/Sun

12 13 14 15 16 17/18
Columbus Day 
Holiday

SUPT Class 
17-01 Pilot 
Partner 
Welcome, 
6 p.m. @ GCM 
Insurance

19 20 21 22 23 24/25
Newcomers 
Orientation 
Brief, 8 a.m. @ 
Kaye

IFF 16-ABC 
graduation, 
4:49 p.m. @ 49th 
FTS

University 
of Alabama 
AFROTC career 
day

SUPT Class 
16-01 graudation, 
10 a.m. @ Kaye

Long Range
Events

Oct. 29: Dorm Dinner/Hal-
loween Party
Oct. 30: Enlisted Promotions
Oct. 30: Third Quarterly 
Awards Ceremony
Oct. 31: Zombie Run
Oct. 31: Halloween Trick 
or Treat
Nov. 1: Daylight Savings 
Time Ends
Nov. 7: Columbus Veterans 
Day Parade and Ceremony
Nov. 11: Veterans Day
Nov. 12: International 
Spouses Luncheon
Nov. 17: Newcomers Orien-
tation Brief
Nov. 18: IFF 16-BBC grad-
uation
Nov. 26: Thanksgiving
Nov. 27: AETC Family Day
Dec. 15: Newcomers Orien-
tation Brief
Dec. 18: SUPT Class 16-03 
graduation

“The memories from 
this year will propel you 
forward for the rest of 

your career, but be care-
ful, the learning never 

stops,” Yancy said. “As 
you transition to your 

follow-on aircraft, you’ll 
become experts in not 
only how to fly the air-

craft, but to employ it as 
a weapons system. That 
is what separates the Air 
Force and military avia-
tion necessarily from any 

other type of flying.”
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1503 Hwy 45 North, Columbus  662.328.9623 
500 Russell Street, Starkville  662.324.2244
710 Hwy 45 Alt, West Point  662.494.5863

urgentteam.com

FREE
WITH MOST
INSURANCE*

*Eligible patients will not pay any copayments unless otherwise required by their plan, including Medicare Part B.

TRYING TO SKIP FLU 
SEASON THIS YEAR?

OPEN MON-FRI 8-8
SAT 8-4 & SUN 1-5

$25
FLU
SHOT

NO APPT NEEDED.
For ages 6 months and up.

CAFB Optical 
CAFB Exchange Building 

160 Simlar Blvd.
662.434.8496 ©
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Great Quality at 
Low Prices

We accept all 
prescriptions for 

glasses and contacts

See us for your
sunglasses

HOUSE FOR RENT
4 Bedrooms 2 Baths
Large Family Room, Dining 

Room, Living Room, Kitchen, 
Car Porch, Large Backyard.

In the city of West Point.
15 mins from base.

Call 662-494-6559 or
662-352-9025©
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FOX RUN
A PA RT M E N T S

1 & 2 Bedroom
Units Available
Pets Allowed

632 31st Avenue North
Columbus, MS
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662-328-9471

www.foxruncolumbus.com
662-889-7565

Support community, 
serve country with CFC

Maj. Neil Gregory
37th Flying Training Squadron

The 2014 Combined Federal Campaign kicked off 
Oct. 1 this year with the campaign theme of “Serving 
our Country and Supporting our Community.”  

Since 1961, the CFC has provided a consolidated 
fund raising effort for federal agencies to give to over 
20,000 charities worldwide.  

Last year the CFC raised over $193 million for lo-
cal, national and international charities. Locally, Team 
BLAZE exceeded its 2014 goal by raising an astound-
ing $102,000.

The mission of the CFC is to promote and support 
philanthropy through a program that is employee-fo-
cused, cost-efficient, and effective in providing all fed-
eral employees the opportunity to improve the quality 
of life for all.  While cash and check donations are still 
accepted and appreciated, the online giving options 
make donating to the CFC even easier. 

The CFC also goes to great lengths to ensure the 
generous donations are getting to the people who need 
it and who you choose. All charities are screened an-
nually by the U.S. Office of Personnel Management. 
Additionally, the CFC provides the percentage of do-

nations used for charity versus overhead costs in the 
catalogue.  

Each squadron or agency will have a CFC keywork-
er ready to accept donations. Look forward to another 
outstanding Team BLAZE accomplishment as we con-
tinue to make a positive difference in our community 
locally and globally. 

For more information, please visit online at opm.
gov/cfc, or cfctoday.org. If you would like to make 
an online donation, visit https://www.cfcnexus.org/_
southernmscfc. For specific local questions please con-
tact Maj. Neil Gregory at 434-2802 or via email at neil.
gregory@us.af.mil.

To advertise in Silver Wings,
call 328-2424

14th FTW commander holds open house 

U.S. Air Force photos/Senior Airman Kaleb Snay
Attendees converse and enjoy snacks provided under a tent outside during the 
Commander’s Open House Oct. 3 on Columbus Air Force Base, Mississippi. The event 
was held to strengthen community relations between the base and the Columbus 
community. 

Columbus Mayor Robert Smith has a conversation with Erin and Joey Bragg, Co-
lumbus Chamber of Commerce president, while watching football on TV during the 
Commander’s Open House Oct. 3 on Columbus Air Force Base, Mississippi. Attend-
ees enjoyed music, food and the company of several base and city community 
members. 

14th MDG Influenza 
plan for 2015

Influenza vaccines are 
shipped Air Force wide every 
fall to each Military Treatment 
Facility. The 14th Medical 
Group recently received a par-
tial shipment. 

In order capture most of 
our population, vaccination 
lines at the Chapel Annex and 
Phillips Auditorium will be 
conducted.

Vaccination Schedule 6 a.m. – 6 p.m. 
• 14th MDG: Visit the Immunization clinic by close of business 

Oct. 8
• 14th MSG/WSA: Oct. 29 at the Chapel Annex 
• 14th OG: Oct. 30 at the Phillips Auditorium 
• School Aged Children/Beneficiaries: 7:30 a.m. – 6 p.m. Oct. 21 

and 28 at the Koritz Clinic

Services offered:
• Flu Vaccine (shot and mist)
• Other IMR vaccines
• Excluding MMR (measles/mumps/rubella), Varicella (chicken 

pox), and Small pox



4 SILVER WINGS
Oct. 9, 2015 Produce Pilots, Advance Airmen, Feed the Fight 13SILVER WINGS

Oct. 9, 2015News Around Town
Oct. 9

Miranda Lambert will perform at the 
BancorpSouth Arena in Tupelo, Mississip-
pi, at 7:30 p.m.

Oct. 15
The Columbus Downtown Historic 

Walk is scheduled for 5:30 - 8 p.m. Learn 
neat historic facts about participating 

downtown businesses. There will also be a 
door prize drawing for eligible participants. 

Oct. 15
West Point Pickers was modeled after 

the TV show American Pickers and fea-
tures Christmas decorations, street signs 
up for silent auction, and lots of other 
things to purchase, even a few free items. 

The event starts at 7:30 p.m. with the live 
auction for an original block print 1979 
Prairie Arts Festival poster and a 1980 
hand-drawn map of the festival. Food and 
beverages will be available. Admission is 
$5.

Oct. 30, 31
The Columbus Police Department 

is hosting a Haunted House at 6 p.m. at 
the Trotter Convention Center. Admis-
sion is $10 for adults, $5 for children, and 
proceeds benefit injured local policemen 
as well as the Firefighter’s Scholarship & 
Disability Fund. They are also looking 
for volunteers to help provide scares. For 
more information, contact by email at 
rsanders@columbusms.org.

Bargain Line
The deadline for submitting ads is 
noon Monday before the desired pub-
lication date. Ads turned in after the 
deadline will run the following week. 
Ads can be mailed to or dropped off 
at the public affairs office in the 14th 
Flying Training Wing Headquarters 
building, e-mailed to silverwings@   
columbus.af.mil or faxed to 434-
7009. Calling Ext. 7068 by noon 
Monday can extend the run date of 
ads already submitted. Silver Wings 
reserves the right to limit ads based 
on content, space and frequency of 
requests. Advertisements for private 
businesses or services providing a con-
tinuous source of income may not ap-
pear in the Bargain Line. They may, 
however, be purchased through The 
Commercial Dispatch, 328-2424.

For Sale:  2007 Toyota Camry Hy-

brid, 138K miles, silver w/gray leather 
interior, new tires and meticulously 
maintained.  Asking $6,000 or best of-
fer.  For more information please call 
386-9100.

For Sale: IBM T61 Laptop, Intel 
2.10ghz central processing unit, Win-
dows 7 operating system, 120GB hard 
drive, 2 GB Ram, Wi-Fi enabled, USB, 
CD-RW/DVD, very good condition, 
$145 or best offer. IBM T61 Laptop, 
Intel 2.10ghz central processing unit, 
Windows XP operating system, 80 GB 
hard drive, 2 GB Ram, Wi-Fi, USB, 
CDRW/DVD, very good condition, 
$135 or best offer. C-Spire Samsung 
Galaxy S4 smartphone, excellent con-
dition, $175. C-Spire Samsung Galaxy 
S3 smartphone, excellent condition, 
$120. Call 386-6981 if interested.

Transportation

Miscellaneous

Bargain Line advertisement
The Bargain Line is free for all military members (including guard and reserve members), DOD civilians, military retirees, family members 

and contract employees.
Bargain Line advertisements must be turned in to the Silver Wings office in the 14th Flying Training Wing headquarters building by noon 

Monday to be included in the following week’s issue. Late ads will be held over for the next issue.
Reruns must be phoned in to the Silver Wings office, 434-7068, by noon Monday for inclusion in the next week’s issue. Please do not 

re-submit ads for rerun on this form. Advertisements should contain a home phone number, home address or both. Duty phone numbers will 
not appear in the ads.

Advertisements for private businesses or services providing a continuous source of income, such as baby-sitting or rental property, may 
not appear in the Bargain Line. They may, however, be purchased through the Silver Wings publisher, 328-2424. Please fill out this form 
completely. The Silver Wings staff reserves the right to edit ads as necessary.

Type of advertisement (circle one)       Home          Transportation          Miscellaneous          Yard sales          Pets

Print advertisement

Name

Home Telephone #                                                Duty Telephone # 
                                                                           (in case we need more information)

Please let us know what you think of the Silver Wings:
Are you happy with the Silver Wings?     Yes q     No q 
What would you like to see more of in the newspaper?     News q      Sports q     Photos q   Other
If you would like to give any other suggestions, please e-mail us at silverwings@columbus.af.mil.

14th Medical Group Corner: 

The RAC and Team BLAZE’s mission
Capt. Jennifer Arce

14th Medical Operations Squadron
Officer In Charge

The RAC stands for Return to Fly, Airsickness and 
Commander’s Action Programs. It’s intended to meet the 
medical needs of our student pilots and pilots, so they can 
do the daily mission at our base.  

The Columbus AFB Flight Medicine clinic is the only 
base in the Air Force that provides this type of service. 

The RAC is conveniently located in the Phillip’s Audi-

torium, which is between the 41st Flying Training Squadron 
and the 37th FTS, so those on flying status can quickly be 
returned, decreasing the time they are away from the mis-
sion, and separating the healthy from the sick.

 The RAC is conducted twice daily from 7 to 7:30 a.m. 
and 1 to 1:30 p.m., and is conducted by a flight medicine 
technician and flight surgeon. Post-Deployment Health As-
sessments three, four, and five can also be completed at the 
RAC, if you have contacted Public Health and your online 
DHA is complete. 

RAC is not sick call and acutely ill patients have ded-
icated appointment slots at the 14th Medical Group 
throughout the day. If a patient has a concern that does not 
include returning to flying status, airsickness, or CAP they 
can call 434-CARE (434-2273) to make an appointment in 
the Flight Medicine Clinic. 

The Flight Medicine Clinic is located in the Koritz Clin-
ic and provides direct patient care to individuals on flying 
and controlling status, their spouses, and Airfield Flight 
Equipment members.

Hispanic American Heritage 
Month facts of the week

1. St. Augustine, Florida, and Santa Fe, New Mexico, were Hispanic cities founded 
before Plymouth, Massachusetts. As early as 1526, Spanish settlers attempted to col-
onize the coastal areas of what is now South Carolina. By the mid-1800s, most of the 
Spanish lands in North America were occupied as states and territories of the United 
States. However, a Hispanic population remained, most notably in the Southeast and 
the Southwest.	

gru.edu/diversity/hhm/facts.php
http://www.nps.gov/fodo/upload/Hispanics-in- Civil-War-8x8-booklet-lowres.pdf

2. Susana Martinez was born in El Paso, Texas, in 1959. She graduated from the Uni-
versity of Oklahoma College of Law in 1986, then moved to New Mexico, where she 
became the District Attorney in 1997. In 2010, she became the first female Governor 
of New Mexico and the first Hispanic female governor in the United States.	

governor.state.nm.us/Meet_Gover nor_Martinez.aspx

3. The term “Hispanic or Latino” refers to a person of Cuban, Mexican, Puerto 
Rican, South or Central American, or other Spanish culture or origin. Hispanic origin 
can be viewed as the heritage, nationality group, lineage, or country of birth of the per-
son or the person’s parents or ancestors before their arrival in the United States. People 
who identify their origin as Hispanic, Latino, or Spanish may be any race.	

census.gov/prod/cen2010/briefs/c 2010br-02.pdf

4. David G. Farragut is perhaps the best-known Hispanic Civil War hero. He served 
in the Union Navy and later became the first Admiral in the U.S. Navy. Congress 
created the rank and awarded it to him after his Aug. 5, 1864, victory in the Battle of 
Mobile Bay.	

pewhispanic.org/files/reports/17.3.pdf

5. Dr. Ellen Ochoa, a four-time astronaut and the first Latina to go to space, launched 
into the next era of her stellar career. She became the first Hispanic and second female 
director of NASA’s Johnson Space Center.

nbclatino.com/2013/01/23/from-first-latina-in-space-to-head-of-the-johnson-
space-center/#s:ellenochoa

Visit us online!

www.columbus.af.mil

T h a n k  Yo u  f o r  P r ay i n g  f o r  t h e  Tro o p s

A CFC participant — provided as a public service

SUPPORT THE TROOPS

Officers’
Christian 

Fellowship

www.ocfusa.org

SPONSORED BY

AETC SF chief tours Columbus AFB 
defender facilities

U.S. Air Force photo/ Elizabeth Owens
Airman 1st Class Lavar Gerard, 14th Security Forces Squadron Combat Arms Instructor, 
explains the CATM operational maintenance procedures for the M4 to Col. Brian Barth-
el, Chief of Security Forces for Air Education and Training Command, during his visit to 
Columbus Air Force Base, Mississippi. While on base, Barthel also toured several other 
14th SFS organizations such as the Military Working Dog Kennels, Mobility Warehouse, 
Investigations, Visitor Center and the East and South Gates. 
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BLAZE Hangar Tails: T-6A Texan II
Mission 

The T-6A Texan II is a single-engine, two-seat primary 
trainer designed to train Primary Pilot Training, or PPT, stu-
dents in basic flying skills common to U.S. Air Force pilots. 

Background 
Before being formally named in 1997, the T-6A was 

identified in a 1989 Department of Defense Trainer Aircraft 
Master Plan as the aircraft portion of the Primary Aircraft 
Training System, or PATS. The system includes a suite of 
simulators, training devices and a training integration man-
agement system. 

On Feb. 5, 1996, Raytheon was awarded the PATS ac-
quisition and support contracts. The first operational T-6A 
arrived at Randolph Air Force Base, Texas, in May 2000. 
The full rate production contract was awarded in December 

2001. Air Force production of the aircraft was completed in 
2010.

The T-6A is used to train PPT students, providing the ba-
sic skills necessary to progress to one of three training tracks: 
the Air Force fighter-bomber, the Air Force airlift-tanker, 
the Air Force turboprop track and the Air Force helicopter 
track. 

Instructor pilot training in the T-6A began at Randolph 
AFB in 2000. PPT began in October 2001 at Moody AFB, 
Georgia, and  is currently at Columbus AFB, Mississippi; 
Vance AFB, Oklahoma; and Laughlin and Sheppard AFBs 
in Texas.  

General Characteristics 
Primary Function: Entry-level trainer in joint primary 

pilot training 

Builder: Raytheon Aircraft Co. 
Powerplant: 1,100 horsepower Pratt & Whitney Canada 

PT6A-68 turbo-prop engine 
Wingspan: 33.5 feet (10.19 meters) 
Length: 33.4 feet (10.16 meters) 
Height: 10.7 feet (3.23 meters) 
Speed: 320 miles per hour 
Standard Basic Empty Weight: 6,500 pounds (2,955 ki-

lograms) 
Ceiling: 31,000 feet (9448.8 meters) 
Range: 900 nautical miles (1,667 kilometers) 
Crew: Two, student pilot and instructor pilot 
Armament: None 
Date Deployed: May 2000 
Unit Cost: $4.272 million 
Inventory: Active force, 446

U.S. Air Force photo
The T-6A Texan II is a single-engine, two-seat primary trainer designed to train Primary 
Pilot Training, or PPT, students in basic flying skills common to U.S. Air Force and Navy 
pilots. PPT began in October 2001 at Moody AFB, Georgia, and is currently at Columbus 
AFB, Mississippi; Vance AFB, Oklahoma; and Laughlin and Sheppard AFBs in Texas.

U.S. Air Force photo/Staff Sgt. Mike Meares
Garry Argent, a maintenance contractor, prepares a T-6A Texan II aircraft for one of 
the last joint training missions between the 52nd Expeditionary Flying Training Squadron 
and the Iraqi air force Squadron 203 Sept. 4, 2011, at Camp Speicher, Iraq. The 52nd 
EFTS turned over flight operations to the Iraqi air force Sept. 5. The Iraqi training squad-
ron has 11 instructor pilots trained and ready to carry the torch.

Airman 1st Class 
Cory W. Bush

39th Air Base Wing 
Public Affairs

INCIRLIK AIR BASE, Tur-
key — U.S. Air Forces Central 
Command has begun staging 
small detachments of aircraft 
and airmen at Diyarbakir Air 
Base in southeast Turkey to en-
hance coalition capabilities to 
support personnel recovery op-
erations in Syria and Iraq.

Diyarbakir is a Turkish base 
home to the Turkish air force’s 
8th Air Wing. Turkey and the 
U.S. are longtime NATO allies 
and the U.S. Air Force has a long 
history of working alongside its 
Turkish counterparts. This de-
ployment will enable Airmen 
to better assist with recovery of 
coalition partners should they 
need assistance in Syria or Iraq.

“We will be guests of the gov-
ernment of Turkey at Diyarbakir 
Air Base; there are no plans for 
a permanent U.S. presence at 
this location,” said Gen. Phil-
lip Breedlove, NATO’s supreme 
allied commander and the U.S. 
European Command command-
er. “This marks yet another 
successful cooperative effort be-
tween the Turkish and U.S. mil-
itaries.”

Fire prevention week: ‘Hear the beep where you sleep’
Air Force Civil Engineer Center Public Affairs

TYNDALL AIR FORCE BASE, Fla. — The fire 
emergency services division at the Air Force Civil 
Engineer Center is leading the Air Force for Nation-
al Fire Prevention Week Oct. 4-10, a national event 
hosted by the National Fire Protection Association.

This year’s theme is “hear the beep where you sleep,” 
a call to have a working smoke alarm in every room in 
the house.

“People should be fire safe throughout the year, but 
fire prevention week specifically gives us a time to fo-
cus on it,” said Air Force Fire Chief James Podolske. 
“We do a lot of activities with the kids to build safety 
awareness in the next generation.”

The week is an opportunity for installation fire de-
partments to put Airmen’s focus on fire safety.

AFCEC personnel said their goal is to make a safer 
Air Force.

“At AFCEC, our goal is to directly support base lev-
el fire departments during Fire Prevention Week how-
ever we can,” said Master Sgt. Niels Roorda, the fire 
emergency services program manager at AFCEC. “It’s 
an opportunity for the departments to showcase and 
educate the community they serve by sharing life-sav-
ing information. Our ultimate goal is to always ensure 
that our customers feel safe. We achieve this through 
proactive interaction every day, but Fire Prevention 
Week is a great avenue for highlighting this even more 
so.” 

For updates on National Fire Prevention Week, vis-
it the AFCEC Facebook page at www.facebook.com/
AirForceCE or the NFPA event website at www.fire-
preventionweek.org.

Courtesy image
National Fire Prevention Week, hosted by the National 
Fire Protection Association and held Oct. 4-10 this year, 
is an opportunity for installation fire departments to put 
Airmen’s focus on fire safety. This year’s theme, “hear 
the beep where you sleep,” is a call to have a working 
smoke alarm in every room in the house.

U.S. Air Force photo/Airman 1st Class Cory W. Bush
Two HC-130J Combat King IIs sit on the flight line in preparation for cargo unload at Diyarbakir Air Base, Turkey, Sept. 28, 2015. The aircraft is 
deployed to Diyarbakir in an effort to enhance coalition capabilities and support personnel recovery operations in Syria and Iraq. 

Airmen, aircraft set up in Turkey to support recovery ops in Syria, Iraq

Visit www.columbus.af.mil to learn about 
Columbus AFB agencies and other important information.
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Airmen in C-130 crash identified, memorialized
455th Air Expeditionary Wing

BAGRAM AIRFIELD, Afghanistan — 
The six Airmen assigned to the 455th Air 
Expeditionary Wing who died Oct. 2 when 
their C-130J Super Hercules crashed shortly 
after takeoff from Jalalabad Airfield, Afghan-
istan, were identified Oct. 3 by the Defense 
Department.

Killed in the crash were: Capt. Jordan 
Pierson, Capt. Jonathan Golden, Staff Sgt. 
Ryan Hammond, Senior Airman Quinn 
Johnson-Harris, Senior Airman Nathan Sar-
tain and Airman 1st Class Kcey Ruiz. Pier-
son, Golden, Hammond and Johnson-Harris 
were deployed from the 317th Airlift Group 
at Dyess Air Force Base, Texas, while Sar-
tain and Ruiz were deployed from the 66th 
Security Forces Squadron at Hanscom AFB, 
Massachusetts.

The wing held a morning fallen comrade 
ceremony to honor the Airmen who made 
the ultimate sacrifice while doing their duty 
on the combat frontier and to allow their 
wingmen to pay their respects and mourn 
their loss.

After a brief prayer from a wing chaplain, 
the fallen Airmen’s squadron commanders 
were given the opportunity to address the 
gathered service members and offer their 
thoughts.

Lt. Col. Mitchell Spillers, the 774th Ex-
peditionary Airlift Squadron commander, 
offered condolences and a message to support 
those grieving, while reminding all to stay fo-
cused on the mission at hand to honor the 
sacrifices of the lost Airmen.

“We’ve taken a blow, but I’m proud of the 
way we’ve come together and supported each 
other. That must continue,” Spillers said. 
“We’re a tactical airlift unit that provides a 
lifeline to our forces (that no one) else can. 
Our mission will continue and we must carry 
on. Jordan, JJ, Ryan and JH all loved what we 
do, and would expect nothing less.”

Maj. Met Berisha, the 455th Expedition-
ary Security Forces Squadron commander, 
echoed that the fallen Airmen loved what 
they did, and added they did their duty with-
out regard for their own safety to deliver air-
power capabilities here. He emphasized that 
Airmen must stay strong and continue the 
mission.

“We must mount up and get back to our 
posts, get back to our patrols, and get back 
in those aircraft and continue to do what we 
do best: project combat airpower for our na-
tion,” Berisha said. “We all know deep in our 

hearts, defenders, that’s exactly what Sartain 
and Ruiz would have wanted.”

Spillers later said his lost Airmen were 
some of his finest.

“This was one of my best crews; they had 
a positive impact on everyone around them,” 
Spillers said. “They served honorably and 
will forever be remembered as true tactical 
airlifters. Our thoughts and prayers are with 
their families and we will do everything in 
our power to comfort them during this time 
of loss.”

Berisha added that Sartain and Ruiz were 
the type of Airmen every commander sought 
to have on their team.

“I knew that without a doubt, that when 
our nation sent an aircraft into harm’s way 
into an unsecured and dangerous Afghan 

airfield that the aircrew and aircraft were de-
fended by the finest security forces Airmen 
our Air Force could possibly deliver,” Berisha 
said. “Simply put, Ruiz and Sartain loved se-
curing and projecting combat airpower for 
our nation. Their families not only raised 
fine American patriots, but they raised he-
roes that we all had the humble honor and 
phenomenal privilege to serve alongside with 
here.”

Chief Master Sgt. Matt Grengs, the 455 
AEW command chief, said Airmen across 
the wing grieve for the lost Airmen, but re-
minded everyone to pull together and con-
tinue the mission to honor their sacrifice.

“Today, we paused to remember those 
who made the ultimate sacrifice as part of the 
Vulture Nation,” he said. “We can only hope 

that the anguish of the families of these fallen 
heroes is tempered with the knowledge that 
their loved ones died doing what they loved 
for the nation they loved. They did not die in 
vain. It is our duty to finish the work of these 
fallen comrades.”

Brig. Gen. Dave Julazadeh, the 455th 
AEW commander, said today was about hon-
oring those whose lives were cut short and 
not forget their sacrifices.

“Today was a tough day for the Vulture 
Nation. We mourned with the families of 
Jordan, JJ, Ryan, JH, Nathan and Kcey,” he 
said. “We owe it to these warriors to complete 
the mission for which they gave their lives, to 
protect and defend the freedoms upon which 
our great nation was built. We must never 
forget them or the sacrifices they made.”

U.S. Air Force photo/Senior Airman Cierra Presentado
Maj. Met Berisha, 455th Expeditionary Security Forces Squadron commander, shares his condolences for six fallen Airmen during a 
fallen comrade memorial ceremony Oct. 3, 2015, at Bagram Airfield, Afghanistan. The Airmen lost their lives when their C-130J Su-
per Hercules crashed shortly after takeoff from Jalalabad Airfield in Afghanistan, Oct. 2, 2015. Capts. Jordan Pierson and Jonathan 
Golden, Staff Sgt. Ryan Hammond and Senior Airman Quinn Johnson-Harris were pilots and crew members. Airman 1st Class Kcey 
Ruiz and Senior Airman Nathan Sartain were security forces fly away security team members. 

Fire prevention starts with you
Rick Songer

Fire Emergency Services Fire Chief

As Fire Prevention Week ends, my thoughts turn toward 
the men and women who risk their lives day in and day out to 
protect our community. 

These brave individuals are ready to help at a moment’s 
notice often with little regard for their own safety. I am proud 
to serve with them and am honored to be their Fire Chief. 

While we should definitely take the opportunity to thank 
them for what they do, we should remember what Fire Pre-
vention Week is truly about and that is you.  

You are the ones who prevent fires. You are the ones who 
teach your children not to play with matches. You are the 
one who encourages coworkers to empty trash cans and keep 
rags away from ignition sources. You are the ones that do not 
allow trash in butt cans. It starts with you. 

According to the National Fire Protection Association, 
four out of five fire-related deaths occur in the home. There 
are five areas of particular concern in the home. They are:

• Lighted tobacco products are the leading cause of fatal 
fire in homes causing between 700 and 900 deaths every year. 

Typically, abandoned or carelessly discarded smoking materi-
als ignite trash, bedding or upholstered furniture. Most fatal 
smoking-related fires start in the living room, family room or 
den, rather than the bedroom. Bedrooms are required to have 
smoke detectors not living rooms. The only people who have 
the ability to prevent these types of incidents is you.

• Cooking fires normally happen because people can 
get distracted. At least two-thirds of these fires involve the 
range, especially the cooktop. Typically, cooking oil or oth-
er flammable liquids, fat or grease is what first catches fire. 
Two-thirds of home cooking fires started within the first 15 
minutes of cooking. It is important to remember when things 
are getting out of hand to pay attention to what is happening 
around you.  

• Heating equipment is the second leading cause of home 
fires, and third leading cause of home fire deaths. Two out of 
three heating-related fires can be traced to improperly used 
space heaters. Space heaters most often cause fires when 
something combustible was left too close. Read the instruc-
tions, understand the hazards and teach your family having a 
space heater is dangerous. Space heater safety starts with you.

• Some people may say they use candles because they like 
the scent, and others enjoy the mood they create, but in one 
out of three fatal candle fires in the home, the candle was 
used for light because the power was out. Always ensure can-
dles are away from combustibles and consider using flashlights 
instead of candles during power outages. You can choose a 
safer alternative.  

• Arson is the leading cause of property damage in the 
United States and two-thirds of intentionally set fires are 
never even reported to police.  Most fire-setters are either 
youngsters or pyromaniacs; more than half those arrested for 
arson are younger than 18. Children need to know not to 
play with fire. Fire has real and deadly consequences and it is 
our responsibility to teach these lessons. You must continue 
to teach your children right from wrong and report all fires 
regardless of how they start.  

So, as we celebrate Fire Prevention Week know this: day 
in and day out, you prevent fires in your homes and at work, 
you teach your kids right from wrong, you test your smoke 
detectors monthly and you have a family evacuation plan. It 
starts with you and you are doing a great job, thank you.   

Commander’s
Action Line

434-1414
The Commander’s Action Line is your direct line to the 

commander for comments and suggestions on how to make 
Columbus AFB a better place. Although the Commander’s 
Action Line is always available, the best way to resolve prob-
lems is through the chain-of-command.

The Commander’s Action Line phone number is 434-1414. 
Callers should leave their name and phone number to receive 
an answer. All names will be kept confidential. Message may 
be answered in the Silver Wings without names.

Written questions may also be brought to the PA office in 
the Wing Headquarters building, BLDG. 724, suite 210. Questions and answers may be edited for brev-
ity and style.

Security and policy review
Did you know that as a military member you must coordinate all information relating to speeches, 

presentations, academic papers, multimedia visual information materials and information proposed for 
release to a publicly accessible Worldwide Website, with exception of Air Force publications, through 
the 14th Flying Training Wing Public Affairs Office? For more information contact the 14th FTW/PA 
at 434-7068.
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Columbus Air Force Base Information and Events

Join our Facebook page at Columbus AFB Living, Twitter at 
@columbusafbliving, MyAirForceLife App on any smart phone or 
visit our website at columbusafbliving.com to keep up to date with 
all the great events happening around base. Check out the calen-
dar on the website for important Airman and Family Readiness 
Center events. For more information, contact 434-2337.

Youth Center Renovation
The Youth Center will undergo several renovations. The 

Youth Center staff will work to keep you informed of any updates 
or changes. Renovations scheduled to be completed by mid-De-
cember. For more information, contact 434-2504.  

Thursday Night Football
The Bowling Center will offer NFL games on Thursday nights. 

On Oct. 1 Baltimore Ravens vs. Pittsburgh Steelers, Oct. 8 Indi-
anapolis Colts vs. Houston Texans, Oct. 15 Atlanta Falcons vs. 
New Orleans Saints, Oct. 22 Seattle Seahawks vs. San Francis-
co 49ers, and Oct. 29 Miami Dolphins vs. New England Patriots. 
Doors will open at 6:30 p.m. and game starts at 7:25 p.m. Free 
event, no bowling will be available during football games. The 
Bowling Center closes at 2 p.m. on game day and re-opens at 
6:30 p.m. You could win a $50 FSS Gift Card at each game and 
enter to win tickets to a regular season NFL game of your choice. 
Catch the action at the Bowling Center and have a chance to win 
big. For more information, contact 434-3426.  

National Science Day
The Youth Center is offering 4-H National Science Day from 

3:45 – 5 p.m. Oct. 7 for ages 5 – 18. Explore the physics of motion 
and distracted driving. Limited space available; first come basis. 
For more information, contact 434-2504.  

Fourth Annual Tailgating/Cooking Contest 
Enter your best tailgating decoration and/or cooking dish 

Oct. 10 and win great prizes. Categories include individual, family, 
office or squadron. Sign up no later than Oct. 2.This free event 
held in the Commissary parking lot. For more information, email 
gregory.runyon@deca.mil. 

Scotch & Cigars
The Golf Course will host a Scotch and Cigars Night at 6 p.m. 

Oct. 16. For more information, contact 434-7932.

Blazin’ Trails Running Club 
The Blazin’ Trails Running Club is offering a 5K group run/walk 

at 7 a.m. Oct. 17. The run begins and ends at the Fitness Center. 
For more information, contact Tech. Sgt. Russell 434-2875. 

Tannehill Trade Day
Outdoor Recreation is offering a trip to Tannehill Trade Day in 

Bessemer, Alabama, Oct. 17. 
Departs from Outdoor Recreation at 8 a.m. The cost is $30 

for transportation. The admission cost is $3 for ages 12 and up, 
$2 for senior citizens, $1 for ages 6 – 11, and ages 5 and under are 
free. Register no later than Oct. 12. For more information, contact 
434-2505.  

Mississippi State Fair Trip
The Youth Center is offering a trip to the Mississippi State 

Fair in Jackson Oct. 17. Free transportation; must purchase ticket 
upon arrival. Register no later than Oct. 14. For more informa-
tion, contact 434-2504.

Lights On After School
The Youth Center is offering Lights on After School from 

4 – 5 p.m. Oct. 22 for ages 5 – 18. Learn about programs, safety, 

and the benefit of after school community care. For more informa-
tion, contact 434-2504. 

Youth Center Open House and Membership 
Drive

Stop by the Youth Center from 4 – 5 p.m. Oct. 22 and learn 
more about base youth programs and becoming a Youth Center 
member. Free refreshments provided. For more information, con-
tact 434-2504. 

Beer Pairing
The Golf Course will of offer a Beer Pairing at 6 p.m. Oct. 22. 

The cost is $30 per person. Register by Oct. 15 by contacting the 
Golf Course. For more information or to sign up, call 434-7932. 

Introduction to Woodworking
Arts & Crafts will offer an Introduction to Woodworking class 

from 10 a.m. - noon Oct. 24. The cost is $10 to participate. For 
more information, contact 434-7836. 

Free Ant-Man Movie
Enjoy a free movie at the Bowling Center on Oct. 24. Doors open 

at 5:30 p.m. and the Ant-Man movie starts at 6 p.m. Drink and food 
specials available. For more information, contact 434-3426.  

Magic Mike & Margaritas
The Golf Course will host a Ladies Night Out at 6 p.m. 

Oct. 30. Enjoy margaritas, food and fun while watching the mov-
ie Magic Mike XXL. The movie is free with margaritas and food 
available for purchase. Sign up by Oct. 29. For more information, 
contact 434-7932. 

Third Annual 5K Zombie Run 
The Fitness Center is offering the third Annual 5K Zombie 

Run Oct. 31 at the graveyard on Independence Avenue. Check 

in at 9 a.m.; run at 10 a.m. All paid participants receive a medal, 
T-shirt and food. The cost is $20 for single Airmen and $25 for 
active-duty military and DoD employees. Registration required by 
Oct. 2. The cost to the public is $35 per person or $25 each for 
teams of four or more; register at active.com. For rates for kids or 
more information, contact 434-2772.   

Referees Needed 
Referees needed for various sports at the Fitness Center. For 

more information or to sign up, contact 434-2772.

GoPro Rental
Capture the moment by renting a GoPro Hero 3 from Outdoor 

Recreation. Cost is only $10 for a 2-day rental. Single Airmen 
may receive a 2-day rental at no charge during Single Airman 
programming events. For more information, contact 434-2505. 

Play Paintball
Book your next paintball event at Outdoor Recreation. The 

cost is $15 per person for a party of 10 or more; $20 per person 
for party of nine or less. You must purchase paint at Outdoor Rec-
reation for $45 per case of 2,000. For more information, contact 
434-2505.

Story Time 
The Base Library is offering Story Time each Friday at 

10:30 a.m. for all ages. For more information, contact 434-2934. 

Brazilian Jiu Jitsu Class
Free classes are scheduled every Monday, Wednesday, and Fri-

day at 6 p.m. The benefits include huge gains in confidence, func-
tional strength, flexibility, discipline, and overall physical condi-
tioning. Mandatory equipment: BJJ Kimono (Gi); for ages 13 and 
up. For more information, contact 434-2772. 

Wood Shop Self Help 
Do you need to complete a wood project? The base wood shop 

is open Saturdays from 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. for only $4 per hour. For 
more information, contact 434-7836. 

RV Storage Lot
Don’t clutter your home space, park with us. Outdoor Recre-

ation offers a great place to store your RV year around. You will 
have 24-hour access and can pay monthly or yearly. For more in-
formation, call 434-2505. 

Green Plate Special
The Pro Shop at Whispering Pines Golf Course offers a spe-

cial for lunch Tuesday through Friday.  For more information, call 
434-7932 or check us out on Facebook at Columbus AFB Living 
or Twitter @CAFBLiving!

Instructional Classes at Youth Center 
Youth Programs is offering piano lessons, guitar lessons, tum-

bling classes, dance classes, and martial arts instruction. Times and 
ages vary for all classes. Call 434-2504 or stop by the Youth Center 
for more information. 

Fitness on Request 
CAFB Fitness and Sports offers a truly comprehensive 

group fitness platform that is available all day and completely 
customizable to meet your needs with over 30 different classes 
on the Fitness on Request system. For more information, call 
434-2772. 

Space A Lodging
The Magnolia Inn usually has openings for Space A family and 

single units. Contact the lodging desk at 434-2548.

Community

(Editor’s note: All activities are offered at the 
Airman & Family Readiness Center unless other-
wise specified. For more information about any of 
the activities listed, call 434-2790.)

Smooth Move
This class will be held from 10 to 11:30 a.m. 

on Oct. 14 and is a class that provides relocat-
ing members/families with valuable information 
about moving. You learn what to expect from 
TMO, Housing, Military Pay, Legal, Billeting, 
Tri-Care, Medical Records, and A&FRC. Please 
call 434-2790 to register.

Troops To Teachers
This workshop will be held from 10:30 a.m. 

to noon on Oct. 14. It is an informational work-
shop for members pursing or interested in a 
teaching career after the military. For more in-
formation or to register call 434-2790.

Capstone
This class is scheduled from 8 a.m. to noon 

on Oct. 15. The class is required for all separat-
ing/retiring personnel and should occur no lat-
er than 90 days prior to anticipated separation/
retirement; however, if a member has less than 
90 days left in the military, the member should 
attend as soon as possible within their remaining 
period of service. It verifies if service members 
have/have not met their Career Readiness Stan-
dards/Individual Transition Plan Checklist, DD 
Form 2958. The checklist, in conjunction with 
the ITP, will be used by the A&FRC to verify 
status of CRS completion. Call 434-2790 for 
more information.

Wing Newcomers Orientation
This brief will be from 8 a.m. to 12:15 p.m. 

Oct. 20 and is mandatory for newly arrived ac-
tive-duty and civilian personnel. Spouses are 
encouraged to attend. The orientation is held at 
the Kaye Auditorium, for more information call 
434-2839.

First Term Officer’s PFR
The First Term Officers’ Personal Financial 

Readiness Workshop is required by AFI for all 
newly assignment personnel to their first station. 
The event will be from 9-10 a.m. Oct. 20. Call 
434-2790 to sign up.

Military Life Cycle
The Military Life Cycle workshop will be 

held from 1 to 2 p.m. Oct. 20, and allows the 
Veterans Affairs contractors to explain to ser-
vice members, whether first term, separating, 
retiring or a veteran, what services the VA offers 
and what they are able to provide throughout 
the member’s military career and how to apply 
for benefits. To register or for more information 
please call 434-2790.

Hearts Apart
The Hearts Apart Social program is from 

5 to 7 p.m. Oct. 22 at the Country Pumpkin. 
Hearts Apart is a monthly event to provide 
community bonding, fun and appreciation for 
the families of active duty personnel who are de-
ployed, remote, or on an extended TDY. Food 
and activities are provided. Call 434-2790 to 
register. 

Transition Assistance Program GPS 
Workshop 

This workshop is held from 7:30 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
from Nov. 2 to Nov. 6. The Transition Assis-
tance Program (TAP) Workshop has Seminars 
on: Transition, Military Occupational Code 
Crosswalk, Financial Planning, Health Benefits, 
Mississippi Dept. of Employment Security, Dept. 
of Veterans Affairs, Disabled TAP, Dept. of La-
bor TAP portion.  Pre-separation counseling is 
required before attending. It is recommended 
that Airmen eight to 12 months prior to sepa-
ration/retirement attend this workshop. Spouses 
are encouraged to attend with their sponsor. To 
register call 434-2839.

Pre-separation Counseling 
This counseling is a mandatory briefing for 

personnel separating or retiring, to be complet-
ed at least 90 days prior to separation. It may be 
completed up to 12 months prior to separation 
or retirement. The counseling is held daily at 
8:30 a.m. It takes approximately 60 minutes. 
Please contact A&FRC, 434-2839/434-2790 for 
more information.

Pre, Post Deployment Tour Brief 
These briefings are mandatory briefings for 

active-duty personnel who are either deploying 
or returning from deployment or a remote tour. 
The briefings are held daily at the A&FRC. 
Pre-deployment is at 9:30 a.m., and post-deploy-
ment is at 1:30 p.m. Please contact A&FRC, 
434-2839/434-2790 for more information.

Survivor-Benefit Plan 
Are you nearing military retirement? The 

one decision you will need to make before you 
retire involves participation in the Survivor 
Benefit Plan. As with all good decision-making, 
you need to know the facts before you can make 
a sound decision, and be wary of anyone telling 
you they can offer you a better deal. Always get 
the true facts about the SBP before making up 
your mind. Additional details are available by 
calling (662) 434-2720.

Military and Family Life Consultant 
Program  

The MFLC counselors provide non-medical 
counseling to help Airmen (both single and mar-
ried), their spouses and other family members to 
cope with stressful situations created by deploy-
ments, reintegration, and life challenges such as 
martial issues, parenting, career stress and anger. 
All consultants are licensed mental health pro-
viders. Counselors can meet either on or off base. 
There is no charge for services and appointments 
can usually be made within one to two days. To 
contact the MFLC, call 662-364-0504.

Volunteer Opportunities 
If you are interested in volunteering please 

contact the Airman & Family Readiness Cen-

ter. We have volunteer opportunities located 
throughout the base for a one-time event, spe-
cial events, or on a continual basis. Volunteers 
are needed on base at the Youth Center, Child 
Development Center, Library, Golf Course, 
Medical Clinic, the Chapel, Airman Attic, 
Thrift Store, the Retiree Activities office and 
many others. For more information please call 
A&FRC at 434-2790.

Air Force Recovery Coordination 
Program 

The Recovery Coordination Program 
streamlines and improves the way care and 
support are delivered to wounded, ill, and in-
jured Airmen and their families. The RCP 
provides the support of a Recovery Care Co-
ordinator who guides the Airman and fami-
ly along their road to recovery.  Those eligi-
ble include wounded, ill and injured Airmen 
who: (1) have a serious illness or injury (2) are 
unlikely to return to duty within a specified 
amount of time (3) may be medically separated 
from the military. Additional details are avail-
able by contacting the Columbus AFB RCC 
at DSN: 493-3399, Office: 334-953-3399 or 
tim.griggs.1.ctr@us.af.mil.  

Chapel Schedule

Air Force
Readiness Programs

Whether you are new to Columbus Air Force 
Base or have been around for a while, our parish 
communities welcome you to join us as we wor-
ship, fellowship, and encourage one another. For 
more information, please call 434-2500.

Starting Sept. 23, the Chapel is offering the 
following weekly programs:  

6 p.m. – AWANA, a religious education 
program for children ages three years old to 6th 
grade 

6 p.m. – Adult Bible study on the Gospel of 
John 

6 p.m. – Youth Group

Catholic Community
Sunday:
3:15 p.m. – Rite of Christian Initiation for 
Adults (Chapel Annex)
3:45 p.m. – Religious Education, grades K-9 
(Chapel Annex)
4 p.m. – Choir Practice (Chapel Sanctuary)
4 p.m. – Confession (or by appointment)
5 p.m. – Mass w/Children’s Church
Tuesday:
11:30 a.m. – Daily Mass
Wednesday:
11:30-12:30 p.m. – Holy Hour 

Protestant Community
Sunday:
9 a.m. – Adult Sunday School (Chapel Library) 
10:45 a.m. – Traditional Worship Service 
Tuesday:
5 p.m. – Student Pilot Bible Study (Chapel Li-
brary)
Wednesday:
4 p.m. - Music Rehearsal 

Squadron commander luncheon 

U.S. Air Force photo/Sharon Ybarra
Col. John Nichols, 14th Flying Training Wing Commander, pauses for a photo during 
his quarterly squadron commander luncheon Oct. 7 on Columbus Air Force Base, 
Mississippi. The luncheon provides an informal forum to discuss issues relevant to 
the command team. 
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Columbus AFB recognizes 
Fire Prevention Week

U.S. Air Force photos/Senior Airman Stephanie Englar
Staff Sgt. Joshua Kenney, Senior Airman Nathan Deline and Jason Kislow, all from the 14th Civil Engineer Squadron Fire Depart-
ment, battle a blaze during the live plane burn at the Fire Prevention Week Open House Oct. 3 on Columbus Air Force Base, 
Mississippi. The plane was set on fire multiple times while a large crowd watched the 14th CES Fire Department demonstrate 
how quickly and efficiently they can put out a jet engine fire. 

Sparky the Firedog and friends wave at Columbus Air Force Base 
Airmen and their families during the Fire Prevention Week parade 
Oct. 3 on Columbus Air Force Base, Mississippi. The parade kicked 
off the start of Fire Prevention Week events which included an Open 
House, a live burn, an auto extrication demonstration, a base expo 
at the Base Exchange and Sparky reading to children at the Youth 
Center. 

Senior Airman Mario Jaquez, Senior Airman Larry Roy and Airman 
1st Class DeAngelo Wallman-Sims, all from the 14th Civil Engineer 
Squadron, pull a door off of an automobile during the auto extrication 
demonstration Oct. 3 on Columbus Air Force Base, Mississippi. The 
object of the extrication is to remove the car from around the body 
to ensure no more damage is done to the individual trapped inside. 

Sparky the Firedog interacts with children at the Fire Prevention 
Week Open House Oct. 3 on Columbus Air Force Base, Mississippi. 
The Open House took place right after the parade and featured an 
auto extrication demonstration and a live burn.

Master Sgt. Rodel Sy throws candy to kids during the Fire Prevention Week parade Oct. 3 on Columbus Air Force Base, Mississippi. This year’s 
theme for Fire Prevention Week is “Hear the Beep Where You Sleep,” emphasizing the need for a home to have a working fire detector. 


